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CHAPTER XIIL

FOR FORTUNE AND REVENGE.

Lady Blanche stood watching him
with a fascinated interest and curios-
ity. He played with all the ease and
polish of a skilled musician, his long,
thin fingers running over the keys
with the rapidity of Igihtning one mo~
ment, and then gliding, with a soft
touch, into a sweet serenade.

‘“Where did you learn to play like
that?” she asked.

“Oh, I have picked up most accom-
plishments, Lady ' Blanche, and yet
you see with them allI am but a
needy adventurer.”

“I will accept you as my mausic
Signor Paulo,” she said,
quietly. “It is usual, I think, always
to pay the fee in advance?”

“As your ladyship pleases.
usual.”

“Wait;” she said, and glided silent-
ly from the room.

Oscar Raymond gracefully opened
the door, and bowed her out, then he
closed it, and walked up to the mir-
ror, laughing silently.

“My dear fellow,” he murmured to
the reflection, “you are in Iluck at
last! Yes, the tide has turned; the
corner of the dark lane where you
have been tramping so long is round-
ed at last. Revenge and a fortune at
one stroke! It is not every man who
has your undoubted talents. My Lord
Norman, you called me a cheat, and
kicked me like a whipped hound from
your presence, and I threatened to cry
quits with you! We shall gee if I am
not as good as Signor
Paulo, I salute you!” and he bowed
with mock gravity to the mirror.

The door opened and Lady Blanche
entered.. As he turned, she laid a
bank note on the table and pointed to
it.

“Take it,”” she said; in a low voice.
“When you need more——"

“I shall not hesitate to ask for it,
my lady. Our interests are mutual.
No war—even such a little comedy of
an affair as this—can be carried on
without money.”

He took up the note. It was one
for fifty pounds, and his eyes glisten-
ed.

“Josine must have a large slice of
this,” he said, musingly. “Good-day,
Lady Blanche. You will find that your
me has not been mis-

teacher,

Yes, itis

my word!

confidence -

placed.”
That evening Josine,

ceived permission to visit

having re-
“an aged

grandmother who was sick,” went to
spend af hour or two with her friend,
the landlady of the “Three Pigeons.”

| 8he passed through the public or cof-

fee-room with her - usual - noiseless,
quiek ltep, very much: like the u'eld
of & ult-pomuod cat, and entered
the little parlor at the farther end.

As she did so she shot a glance to-
ward the compartment mnearest the
parlor, and a faint smile of satisfac-
tion gleamed in her black eyes as she
saw an old white-haired gentleman,
with spectacles, seated at a table,
diligently perusing a Parisian news-
paper.

He looked up as she passed, and
raised his hat, sweeping it earthward
in the French fashion; and Josine
just inclined her head; but, to make
up for this curt acknowledgment of
his courteous salute, she made a
sharp, swift gesture with her long,
thin;Supple hand.

His quick eyes caught it, and he
nodded as he resumed his paper; but
after a few minutes he laid it down,
and with a slow and listless manner
Lhe entered the little parlor in which
sat Josine and the landlady, the lat-
ter of whom greeted him with a smile
and a shrug of the shoulders, as if
she were greeting an eccentric but
harmless old man with whom it was
pleasant to have a chat.

The old gentleman sat down and
began to talk about the latest foreign
news, speaking in French, Josine lis-
tening in silence, the landlady utter-
ing the usual ejaculation. Presently
she rose to attend to some customers,
and the old gentleman dropped the
news of the day abruptly and leaned
over to Josine.

“Well, mademoiselle?”’ he said.

“Speak in “English,” said Josine.
“There is not ope, or few, wo under-
stand it.”

“True. You are always discreet,”
he said, with a beautiful French ac-
cent. “Have you what I want?”’

Josine regarded him with a cunning
‘look in her black eyes, then her head
dropped on one side, musingly.

“Have I got what you want? I
don't know. Last time we met, you
asked me to procure someé specimens
of handwritings.”

“And you have got them?” he said.

“And I have got them,” she assent-
ed.

“Ah, thanks. A million thanks!”
he murmured, holding out his hand.

“Wait a minute,” she said, with a
short nod, “you have not got them
yet.”

He looked at her for a moment, then
he took some sovereigns from his
pocket, counted out ten and laid them
on the table, covering them with his
hand.

“See!” he said, with a smile.
change is a practice of all
Give me the letters—I will not say

races.

letters, any scrap of paper bearing
the handwritings of Lady Pendleton
and Miss Carlisle, the two friends I
have heard you mention—and this lit-
tle bagatelle is yours.”

“Put five more sovereigns, mon-
sieur, and they are yours,” she said.

He added them slowly, and lifted
his hand.

Josine pushed the letters across to
him with one set of fingers, and
clutched the money with. the other.
He laughed softly at her eagerness,
and unfolded the papers. There were
three; a scrap of memorandum writ-

ten by Lady Pendleton, a short note
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from Lord Norman, containing a few
lines accepting an invitation, and a
copy of some song verses in Floris’
handwriting.

He glanced at them with a face from
which every trace of expression had
vanished, then he put them in his
pocket, and nodded.

“Thanks. I am now satisfied. I
shall study these specimens and make
my notes——"

He stopped, for a broad grin spread
itself over Josine’s face.

“Oh, do not trouble to play the com-
edy  out, monsieur,” she said. “It is
of no consequence to me what you
want them for. You have them; I
have the good money. We are quits—
for the present. For the present!
Shall I be too rash if I prophesy that
it will not be long before monsieur
requires my assistance again?”

He looked at her, then he got up
and stood silett and smiling.

“Mademoiselle
said, with a bow.
and if I should,
give me her valuable aid?”

“No,” said Josine, showing all her
teeth. “I will sell it to you, though.”

“Ah, but that is the same,” he said,
and with a sweep of his hat he stole

is observant,” he
“Yes, it may be;

mademoiselle will

out.

Josine sat and watched him for a
moment, then her eyes gleamed.

“Observant! One need not be so
exceedingly observant to remark that
for an old man, so very white-headed
an old man, monsieur has very bright
eyes, and hands—bah! hands white
and smooth as a man’s of five and
twenty!”

CHAPTER XIIIL
“COURTING TIME.”

THE Lynches of Ballyfloe were ex-
tremely popular people.

Sir Joseph had started in life as an
errand boy in a merchant’s office; had,
by the usual process, developed into a
full-blown merchant, himself, and, by
a happy venture in jute or cotton—
some said tallow—had- succeeded in
making a pile which rumor put at a
round million.

Ballyfloe was one of the finest es-
tates in Scotland. The house was a
magnificent one, built by a great
Scotch lord, and so added to and im~
proved by Sir Joseph that it had be-
come a palace. In addition to a deer
forest and trout streams, the Lynches
had a wonderful French cook, and a
famous library of books and gallery
of pictures, so that the net was con-
structed to catch and hold all sorts of
fish; and no one considered himself
happy unless he could look forward to
a fortnight in the autumn at Bally-
floe.

This particular party had been or-
ganized to meet Lord Bruce, who was
a special favorite with Sir Joseph,
and comprised some of the best known
of the best set—lords and ladies,.
painters and poets—and the _arrival
of Lord Bruce's betrothed ‘waq looked
forward to with the keenest interest.

Bruce, of course, traveled down
with them, and after a journey which
Floris thought so short as to seem
one ‘of a few miles only, they reached
the nearest station to Ballyfloe. Here
they found a magnificently appointed
carriage with an outrider, and \‘
fourgon for the luggage.

After a short drive they arrived tt
the house.
thrown open, and down the lane of

servants Sir Joseph marched himeeif|

to hand tho ladies. out.

“I am very delighted to seo you,”4

he said, with & stiff bow, and a pleas-
ant smile on his slmple yet lhuv!

face. “Lord Norman, I hope the hw('

dln are not uud! Luly

The - carriage door wa.t_»:~
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you, mucnllzle. udwithuhdy
on each side of him, the man who had
commenced life by lighting an office
fire and dusting desks, led them into
the magnificent hall.

Here they were met by Lady Lynch,

a pleasant little body, who seemed as
homely amid her grand surroundings
as if she were in a suburban semi-
‘detached villa.
“And this is Miss Carlisle,” she
‘uld, looking up -at Floris as she held
Rer hand. “My dear, I am very glad
to see you. Lord Bruce is a very old
friend of my husband’s and of mine.
I don’t think there is any one my hus-
band thinks so highly of, or looks up
to more than his lordship, and I hope
you will like us. 'We will do all we
can to make your stay with us pleas-
ant to you—oh, yes, for our own
sakes, so that we may induce you to
come again.”

Floris’' eyes filled, and she pressed
the large hand, which was as soft as
its owner’s heart.

“f am sure'I shall be very happy,
Lady Lynch,” she said, “and I am very
glad to come.” ]

“Thank you, my dear! And now
you shall go to your rooms.”

From hall to hall and corridor to
&)nidor they were led with almost
royal state to their apartments—
apartments such as Floris had never
even imagined—and were told  that
they had an hour in which'to prepare
for dinner.

In the drawing-room Floris and
Lady Betty were soon surrounded; it
was generally understood that Floris
was to be the lady to be specially hon-
ored this autumn at Ballyfloe, and the
worldlings were eager to pay their
homage.

Another girl might have been ren-
dered vain, might have been in dan-
ger of having her head turned, by the
attention and adulation lavished upon
her; but, as usual, Floris received
and often parried it with her simple,
unassuming modesty.

Presently from the other end of tho
room entered Lady Blanche.

She was splendidly dressed, as us-
ual—with greater care perhaps than
usual—and as she glided toward them
many a giano€ of admiration was di-
rected toward her.

With a sweet smile, that was almost
childlike in its gladness, she came up
to the group and kissed Floris.

“I am so glad you have come!” she
murmured. “We have all been ex-
pecting you so eagerly.”

It was not until the dinner—a
s~ander banquet than any that in all
past ages had merited the name—had
commenced, that Floris noticed that
Lady Blanche was not looking so well

when she had seen her for the first
time in her box at the opera.

There was a look of thoughtfulness
almost amounting to care in the eyes,
and a strange, proud smile on the
lips that Floris had thought incapable
of expressing aught but complete and
perfect repose.

Once during the dinner, as she was
listening to Lord Norman, who was
talking to Lady Glenloona, Floris
looked up and caught Lady Blanche's
eyes fixed on her face With a curious
£xpression.

It was not one of dislike exactly,
but rather one of close/ watchfulness.
Of course, it instantly changed to a
smile, but that the look had actually
shone in her dark eygs Floris felt as-
sured.

(To be Continued.)
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Blouse—2483. Skirt—2381,
Comprising Ladics’ Blouse Pattern
2483 and Ladies’ Skirt Pattern 2381.
White linen, with checker-board bands
in black and white, is here illustrated.
The design is also good for gingham,
peplin, voile, satin, foulard, taffeta and
shantung. The skirt is a two-piece
model. The belt holds the fulness of
the one-piece blouse. The Skirt Pat-
tern 2381 is cut in 6 sizea: 22, 24, 26,
28, 30 and 32 inches waist measure. It
requires 2% yards of 44-inch material
for a 24-inch size. The Blouse 2438 is
cut in 7 sizes: 34, 36, 38, 40, 42, 44 and
46 inches bust measure. Size 36 re-
quires 4% yards of 44-inch material.
The skirt measures about 215 yards at
the foot.

This illustration calls for TWO sep-
arate patterns, which will be mailed
to auy address on receipt of 10 cents
FOR EACH pattern, in silver or
stamps.

A VERY ATTRACTIVE FROCK.

24687—Gingham, challie, chambray,
linen, lawn, dimity and batiste are
good for this model; also serge,
gabardine, foulard and taffeta. The
skirt has three gores, plaited in back
and front. The waist closes over a
vest, that could be of contrasting ma-
terial, together with the collar and
cuffs. The sleeve may be in wrist or
elbow length.

The Pattern is cut in 4 sizes: 6, S,
10 and 12 years. Size 8 requires 3%
yards of 44-inch material.

A pattern of this illustration mail-
ed to any address on receipt of 10
cents, in silver or stamps. -
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Every Male Person who is
not on Active Service in
any of His
- Naval or Military Forces,
orinthe Naval or Military
Forces of any of His Ma-
jesty’s Allies,

Majesty’s

and who
may be, or

isreasonably suspected to
be, within the description
of CLASS ONE under the
Military Service Act, 1918

Notice is hereby given
day of July, 1918, every

claimed or alleged that he

If it be claimed that he is

birth; or

If it be claimed that he is

by two reputable citizens,

MARRIAGE 25

that upon and after the 1st
male person who is not on

active service in any of His Majesty’s Naval or Mili-
tary Forces, or in the Naval or Military Forces of His
Majesty’s Allies, and who apparently may be, or is
reasonably suspeeted to be, within the description of
Class One under the Military Service Act, 1918, by
whom or on whose behalf, it is at any time affirmed,

is not, whether by reason of

age, status, nationality, exception, or otherwise, with-
in Class One under the Military Service Act, 1918, as
defined for the time being, or that, although within
the said Class, he is exempted from or not liable to
military service; is advised to have with him upon his
person at all times or in or upon any building or prem-
ises ‘where he at any time is,

AGE

7

not within the Class by rea-

son of age, a baptismal certificate of the date of his

v W
-~

not within the Class by rea-

son of marriage, a certificate, either official or signed

residing in the community

in which he lives and having knowledge of the facts,

certifying to his marriage and the date of his mar-

riage, and that his wife i
NATIO
If it be claimed that he is

s living; or
NALITY
not within the Class by rea-

son of his nationality, a certificate of his nationality,
signed by a Consul or Vice-Consul of the foreign State
or Country to which he claims his allegiance is due; or
a passport issued by the Government of that Country

establishing his nationalit
ACTIVE

Y5 or f
SERVICE S

If it be claimed that he is excepted as a member of any
of His Majesty’s Forces or as having since the 4th
August, 1914, served in the Military or Naval Forces
of Great Britain or her Allies in any theatre of actual

i

war and has been

nourably discharged therefrom,

official documents or an official certificate evidencing

the fact; or

ECCLESIASTICAL STUDENTS
If it be claimed that he is excepted as an Ecclesiastical

Student, a certificate signe

land of his religious denomination; or

d by the head in Newfound-

e

EXEMPTION

If it be claimed that he is

exempted from or not liable

ot rmﬁtﬂry service by reason of any exemption grant-
ed or claimed or application pending under the Mili-

tary:.Service Act, 1918, or

. his-exemption papers, or a

the regulations thereunder,
certificate of /'the Registrar

or Deputy Registrar evidencing the fact;
FAILURE TO .CARRY REQUISITE EVIDENCE
If°u i!on or after the 1st day of July, 1918, any such

_ cate upon his person

"‘male person be found without the requisite evidence or

or in or upon the building

‘or premises in which he is, he shall thereupon be pre-
»igumed’'to be a person at the time liable for military

ervi
and subject fo prosecution

d to be a deserter or defaulter without leave,

as such and to the penalty

.. provided under the Military Service Act.

lssued by-the Military Service Board.

'g June 24, 1918,
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‘evacuate the Montello

__.Capture of

Enormo

WAE REVIEW.

The defeat of the Austrians on
west bank of the Piave is compl
The admission is made by the Al
trian war office that the troops of
peror Charles have been forced
Plateau, o
which they had hoped- to press thi
way and gain the Venetian plains 4
gome sectors of the positions they
tained last on the bank of the Ri
petween the Plateau and the po
where the stream empties into
Adriatic. Bad weather and the risil
of the Piave under rain falls are
gigned as reasons for the withdraw
put the Rome war office asserts tha
was impetuous attacks of the Italidl
that brought about the failure of M
operation which was with the int
tion of crushing the armies of*Genefy§
Diaz and forcing the Italians like
Russians to accept a Teutonic pea
All along the river the Italians hd
pressed back the invaders of th§
territory until only small’ units
main. On the west bank and acrg@g
the stream King Victor Emmanudh
men are keeping well on the heels §¢
the retreating enemy, who is flee
in disorder. Again cavalry has bd
thrown into the fight, and is harassif
the enemy, while machine guns fr
the ground and from the aircrd
gome of the latter operated by Ame
can aviators, are working
among the fleeing Austrian colum
The losses to the enemy are descriljes
as enormous both in Kkilled 1
wounded or men made prisoners.
official report from Rome to the I
jan Embassy in Washington assejis
the Austrians have lost 45,000 in p
oners alone. The Italian war ot

&
4
¥

statement mentions only 40,000 AW
Fians as having been taken, but i'
probable this statement anteda §
that sent to the Embassy, and the c$§j
tives in the hands of the Italigls
greatly exceeded this figure.

ried was the retrograde moven

the Austrians at some points they
not take time even to attemnt to

heir guns and stores, great quanti

of which are now in the hands of
Italians. As yet there has been
sign that the enemy is again tor

at an early date another move in
mountain regions, notwithst

the fact that reports coming 11 1
Switzerland have said that he +
bringing up large reinforcements \
great quantities of supplies along
front behind the lines from the Swilll
border to the upper reaches of
Piave. That another great drive
expected, and at any moment, has béd
made known by David Lloyd GeO"
the British Premier, to the House 3
Commons; where it was to come ¥
not stated, but it was asserted that
the blow the issue of the campaifgh
might depend. Hopefulness was
pressed in the statement that the A
lies never felt better prepared to m

it. Enough of Americans have arri ¥
to satisfy the Allies and to disappo v
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