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At the House, that would be inevitable and make 
provision for the present embarrass­
ment.

Mr. Kennedy would support the 
Government Bill but not Mr,. Hick­
man’s resolution.

Mr. F. Morris doubted if the pres­
ent resolutions had the backing of 
the Temperance feeling of the coun­
try. ,

Mr. Kent did not believe in the 
principle of referring every ques­
tion to the people, but he would Sup­
port a plebiscite on this question. He 
would support the amendment. He 
did not believe that the consumption 
of alcohols was bad in itself. The 
evil was in its abuse, and he recog­
nized the^evils were serious, but we 
were not a drunken people. He held 
we were one of the most sober peo­
ple on earth and that the licensed 
traffic was conducted by those en­
gaged in it in an orderly and law- 
abiding way. He thought the time 
had arrived when the people should 
settle it one way or the other de­
finitely and a measure should en­
able them to do this definitely.

AFTER RECESS.
Mr. Grimes opened the debate after 

recess. He was of the opinion that 
in such an important matter as that 
before the

whatever in supporting the Resolu­
tions and believed that the whole 
liquor business was contrary to the 
laws of God andmn injury to all man­
kind. He was prepared to support 
any measure that would bring this, 
evil to an end. So far as the district 
of Twillingate was concerned there 
was a mandate from the people and 
one with no uncertain sound. Re­
garding the loss to the revenue, he 
believed that temperance workers 
would be prepared to make sacrifices 
in other directions of tariff, and that 
he, personally, was satisfied to pay 
fifty cents on every barrel of flour 
he buys for the next year to help to 
make up the revenue if the Resolu­
tions pass.

Mr. Higgins said he was an earnest 
advocate of Prohibition but would 
not vote for the Resolution in its 
present form. In relation to the na­
tions mentioned by the introducer of 
the Resolution, Mr. Higgins stated 
that Russia and France were engaged 
in a great war at which it was im- 
possibe to get the voice of the peo­
ple and the governments of both 
places were compelled to abolish the 
liquor traffic on their own initiatives. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer of 
Great Britain had stated that the 
three greatest enemies to the nation, 
were Germany, Austria and Drink, 
■but the drastic measures submitted 
to the Government to deal with the 
liquor question could not be enter­
tained, as they would interfere with 
the rights and liberties of men in 
advance of public opinion. Our

sûmes so little liquor- as we do. 
Speaking of the revenue he estimated 
that our dripk bill was $750,000 and 
not $1,250,000, and that the annual 
liquor revenue was $300,000. Our 
drink bill per head was, $3 a year 
compared with the United States, 
$26; Great Britain, $17 ; and Canada, 
$12. The Premier held that there 
was no mandate from the people and 
they should be the ope to deal with 
a question of such a far-reaching 
character. The Government had re­
solved to bring down a Bill during 
this sesion of the House to . enable 
the people to say yes or no on thç 
question of Prohibition. He would 
not support the Resolution intro­
duced by the hon. member for Bay 
de Verde.
' Mr. (baker said we all recognize 
the curse and evil liquor is to the 
country and if the Government recog­
nizes that curse why hesitate to deal 
with. He was willing to vote for to­
tal prohibition and so that the Re­
solution -would be satisfactory ' to all. 
concerned, he moved the following 
amendment :—

That in the opinion of the House 
the Government should introduce

(a) A Bill prohibiting the importa­
tion, manufacture, and sale of ales, 
wines, beers, and similar beverages, 
and all spirituous liquors, within the 
Colony and its dependencies;

(b) Containing provisions for tak­
ing a plebiscite vote at the election 
on the question during 1915;

(c) Containing also a provision 
that the Bill should come into force 
on the 1st day of July, 1916, if a ma­
jority vote in favor of the Bill.

- Mr. Currie.—He was a temperance 
advocate and supported Prohibition. 
He would not support Mr. Hickman’s 

I Resolution but would vote for the Bill 
that he knew the Government were 
bringing down. He stated that a 
plebiscite would appeal to Temper­
ance people.

Mr. Downey thought that he could 
not give his consistent support to the 
Resolution, but was in favor of a 
plebiscite.

Mr. Clift. He did not propose -to 
labor the question, as so much had 
been already said about it. He con­
curred with the remarks of previous • 
speakers that there.were awful
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WEDNESDAY, April 21.
Owing to the keen interest mani­

fested in the Prohibition Resolutions 
there was a large audience in evi­
dence at the Assembly Chamber yes­
terday afternoon. Many clergymen, 
ladies and prominent laymen were 
present. Not a single member® from 
either side of the House was absent.

Information was tabled by Messrs. 
Bennett, Cashin and Pipcott and, no­
tices of questions given by Messrs. 
Grimes, Jennings, Abbott and Half­
yard.

The Bill to amend the Customs Act 
was read a third timp and ordered 
to be sent to the Legislative Council 
for. concurrence.

Mr. Hickman then asked leave to 
introduce a Resolution expressing 
the desirability of the Government 
bringing in a Bill prohibiting the 
manufacture, importation and sale of 
spirits and wines jn the Island of 
Newfoundland and its dependencies. 
On motion of Mr. Hickman the House 
resolved, itself into Committee of the 
Whole.

Mr. Hickman,—In introducing this 
Resolution he had the object of 
stamping out the liquor traffic so in1 
jurious to tbe moral welfare of the 
community. He was not posing as a 
teetotaller himself but as an advocate 
of a measure to help the unfortunates 
who are ho addicted to drink and un­
able to help themselves. After hear­
ing the opinions of others he con­
cluded Total Prohibition x would be 
too drastic a step at the beginning so 
he decided to take out the clause re­
lating to light ales and beers, not 
because he was not in .favour qf to­
tal Prohibition, but with the Object of 
providing the House with a middle 
course. He dwelt upon the numer­
ous evils consequent upon the exces­
sive use of intoxicating liquor. It 
is the cause of most trouble and 
crime, he continued and responsible
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House a referendum 
should be resorted to, as the peoples 
wishes should be considered. Many 
times in the history of the Legisla­
ture, legislation had been enatted 
that was not in accord with the popu­
lar will. He supported the principle 
of the amendment, and in doing so 
felt It was the wishes of his consti­
tuents and the majority of the peo­
ple all over the Island..

Mr. Currie declined to support the 
amendment, as it threw a doubt on 
the bona tides of the Government.

Mr. Morine did not think that the 
amendment in any Way questioned 
the bona tides of the Government and 
expressed his regret that the ques­
tion had resolved itself into a party 
measure. i

Mr. Higgins stated that he . would 
not support the amendment, in view 
of the Government having a Bill of,

including
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a country without exacting revenues 
from the importations of liquors at 
the expense of poverty, degradation 
and ruin it is not worth while be­
ing in the country He disagreedcountry
with the idea that there would be a 
falling off in the revenue if we had 
prohibition but on the contrary, firm­
ly bélieved that the revenue would 
be Increased. The annual revenue 
fiom liquors was something like 
$347,000 and our drink bill $1,250,000 
whereas if that money was spent by 
a sober people in groceries, provis­
ions, clothing and other necessaries 
of life our revenue would be in the 
vicinity of $500,000 or approximately 
$150,000 more than it is at present. 
In concluding, the hon. Introducer 
emphasized that the measure was 
not a party measure, nor had he can­
vassed any member of the House to 
support it, but left it to the dictates 
of every one’s conscience. He hoped 
that the measure would receive 
hea,rty support as he believed that 
when we have Prohibition in this 

I country a new era will spring up.
Mr. Emerson wished to state that 

■he was opposed to the Resolutions 
and was prepared to take the re­
sponsibility for the way he was going 
(to cast his vote. Every member of 
the House was entitled to his own
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that nature under consideration. _
Mr. Conker was quite tired hear­

ing of the proposals and promises 
that were continually being advanced 
by the Government which he thought 
was only evading the wishes of the 
people in this matter.

Mr. Devereanx thought the ques­
tion a most important one, and one 
that should be very seriously con­
sidered before action was taken. He 
questioned the capability of the coun­
try to carry out the law if such a 
measure were passed, and thought 
that the measure would only tend to 
encourage smuggling.

Mr; Halfyard supported the reso­
lutions on principle, and regarded 
the remarks of the previous speaker 
as misplaced energy. He dilated on 
the evils of intemperance.

After some further debate by 
Messrs. Bennett, Lloyd, Morine and 
Kept, the amendment was put and 
lost and then Mr. Hickman’s motion 
was put and lost.

When the Committee reported, the 
amendment outlined above was put 
ari9 a division was taken. Every

Legislation, as contained in the 
Resolution before the House. He 
thought that there was just as much 
liquor consumed in Local Option «âis- 
tiicts as in St. John’s. He eulogized 
the work of our Temperance people 
hut considered that moral suasion 
and force of example were the best 
methods of fostering temperance. He 
would not dilate on the financial as­
pect of the case, but expressed the 
Opinion that there was sure to be a 
heavy temporary loss if the Resolu­
tion was adopted*by the House and 
would be burdensome to the people 
if they had to meet the rev 
additional taxation.

Mr. Morine supported the

con­
sequences in the train of over-indul­
gence in intoxicating drinks. He ap­
preciated the splendid work being 
done by our Temperance people but 
It should be remembered that there 
are other people in the country who 
have equal rights to be conserved and 
who should not be dictated to as to 
what they should or should not do. 
The people who suffered from
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The people who suffered from over- 
indulgence in drink are perhaps not 
so numerous as is sometimes stated. 
He considered the, Resolution too 
drastic a step and seemed to him that 
a question of such vital importance

T-------------ad - ’ i----- ----- - " ’ •Shquld be settled by a plebiscite vote 
and find out if the majority of the 
people at the polls will declare them­
selves to be in favor of total Pro­
hibition. “Then there will be no one 
in this country who will ehdèàvùür 
to carry out that law more than I 
shall,” said Mr. Clift, who concluded 
by saying that he would like to know 
whpt the feelings of the people were 
first in the matter under discussion.

Sr. Lloyd said he was not prepar­
ed to vote this session to put .prohibi­
tion in forqe .immediately, no matter 
whgt influence might be brought to 
bear. He repudiated the doctrine 
that a representative was a mere 
delegate to carry out dictates from 
coiygtituehpies. Represent a- 
tivds should consider carefully the 
wi^ies of the country and utilize 
thejr own experience and knowledge 
and the information they could gath­
er |n coming to a decision in legisla­
tion. But when the law was experi­
mental, drastic and far-reaching it 
■was right and proper to refer the 
matter to the country at largi 
bringing the enactment itito
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From Venice I am 
rangements were bein.Resolu­

tion. If beer was included he would 
vote for it er it a plebiscite is pro­
posed as an amendment he would 
vote for it. In his opinion members 
voting on any measure had a man­
date from th^ people. It would be 
derogatory to get back with a re­
ferendum to the people at the polls 
with every question coming

Rightly 
largely by 1 
detail is a i 
error.

Everyth:
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with every question coming before 
them, That was American doctrine 
but not British practice. Dealing 
with the revenue he said that the loss 
of the liquor revenue could be met 
by the duties on other goods. He 
criticized Mr. Higgins’ attitude at 
length and pointed out that the attU 
tude of the Premier had not yet been

always been sober; with the man 60 'bu8lne8S* be Said, to bring Into opera- 
years of age, who has been tntemper- tbm - 8Ucb drastic measures as are 
ate. The latter is a miserable sped- now suggested, unless backed 
,men of humanity while the man, a MP .by the majority of the people, 
decade his senior has a brisk walk, The PeoPJ* bad not agitated for such 
a clear eye and an upright form. In. legislation and prohibition had not 
dilating further on the .evil effects of' b®611 spoken of at the last general 
alcohol he said that ao good can be «lection. Continuing, he said, the 
expected of the children of drunken country was faced with a heavy de­
fathers and that the dread disease. Beit-»ttd could not afford to lose .the 
consumption makes easy ravages in revenue got from liquor. He agreed 
the country on account of the de- ’rith the introducer as to ths awful 
billtating effects of liquor. There is consequences of drink but would not 
a strong argument 
cannot afford to do with<

To this the meml

disclosed. He was of opinion that a 
Finance Minister coiild make an ad­
justment of the tariff that would 
easily offset the amount lost through 
the liquor revenue.

The Prime Minister was the next 
speaker. He agreed with the evils 
that flowed from strong drink and the 
proper way to cure that evil was to 
get the voice of the people. Regard­
ing the question of a mandate from 
the -people he disagreed with Mr. 
Morine. In Canada, only a few years 
ago, it was put by the Laurier Gov­
ernment to the people. There should 
be considerable hesitation before en­
forcing Prohibition in advance of 
public opinion. There was no coun­
try in the. world, he held, that coh-
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disappeared. Two Ar three appllca-

He would not vote for Mr. Hickman’s 
resolution as it would embarrass the 
Finance Minister at a critical time. 
He would support Prohibition Legis­
lation it it contained a .suspending 
clause, arranging that a plebiscite
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