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OCEAN GRAIN CARRIERS TO
PENETRATE LAKE WINNIPEG

Engineer Armstrong in First Report 
of Surveys on the Hudson Bay 

Railway Favors Port Nel
son as Terminal.

THE FUTURE MAY SEE SHIPS
PLYING THROUGH GREAT CANAL

Route to Port Nelson Has Striking

Churchill—Is Shorter and 
Would Cost Less.

railway lines for the carrying On of 
the lumbering and other industries, 
which may be established in the fut
ure. Water power sites are abundant 
on nearly all of the rivers and streams 
many offering opportunities for de
velopment at minimum cost. North 
of the lake the chief streams of im
portance to the railway are the Little 
Churchill and the Deer rivers, both 
oi which offer convenient routes for 
the transportation of men and sup
plies.

The Churchill, although a very large

Engineer Estimate, Cost or Construc
tion of Railway to Fort Churchill 
at $11,000,000 arid to Port Nelson 
at $8,006,000. Route to Latter 
Port Passes Through Better Agri
cultural Country, and Would Af
ford Easier Gradients—Fort Nel
son is Open For Fully a Month 
Longar Than Fort Churchill— 
interested Parties Will Strenu
ously Oppose Adoption of Nelson 
Route.

at its moqth. It is probable, however, 
that it would furnish many power 
sites of large capacity should it ever 
be desired to electrify the system, and 
these at a minimum of cost.
One of tire Greatest of World’s Rivers.

The Nelson river, on the other 
hand, mav be described as one of the 
greatest rivers of the world, as regards 
the actual volume of water discharg
ed to the sea. Its tôtdl length is ap
proximately four hundred miles and 
its drainage area is tremendous. Its 
tributaries cover the whole of Mani
toba, the greater portions of Alberta. 
Saskatchewan, North Dakota and On-

tion three from the Divide to Church
ill, about 140 miles in length, presents 
great difficulties in the way of mak
ing art estimate of the cost of con
struction. A great many muskegs are 
met with, the last 100 miles especially 
being almost entirely a sort oi‘moss- 
covered tundra, which appears to be 
perpetually frozen to within a few 
inches of the surface. Definite infor
mation as to the cost of handling this 
material or as to how it will carry a 
railway lins is not available.

No Heavy Grades.
The grades adopted throughout have 

distance 1>een 2-5 nf wre-pVr cent., northbound) 
ami 55 oi one per cent, southbound. 
No difficult or particularly heavy work 
lias been encountered, which could 
have been materially lessened by the 
adoption of heavier gradients. In fact, 
it seems probable that the southbound 
grade might be reduced to 1-2 of one 
per rentwithout greatly increasing 
the cost. By taking the quantities 
and classification of the material, as 
estimated by the engineers on the 
work, it is estimated that the cost of 
grading would average 55 cents it 
yard. The prices used were $1.50 per 
yard for solid rock, 60 cents a yard 
tor loose rock aiid ,25 cepts a yard

tario west of the Great Lakes, while ! for earth or common excavation. The 
they elso enter Montana and Minne-1 estimate includes the material to be 
sota. Its discharge has been roughly moved in tlie construction of the road-

Ottawa. Mar. 3-The first progress 
reportr of the surveys ot the Hudson 
Bay railway has been submitted to 
the minister of railways. It contains, 
in addition to a summary of the work 
completed to February 1, an estimate 
of the probable cost of the work, and 
a strông recommendation for further 
surveys to determine the possibilities 
of Port Nelson as a terminal for the 
new line. The report, is strongly in 
favor of this latter port as offering a 
shorter line, fewer natural obstacles 
to overcome, cheaper construction and 
the possibilities of'cheaper mainten
ance when completed.

Details of the natural resources of 
the country, traversed by the surveys, 
are given, together with numerous 
maps and detail plans. The report is 
made by J. Armstrong, engineer in 
charge, with headquarters at Winni
peg-

Estimate of Coat.
Mr. Arme tronc has estimated the

r ™* the from The Pgs to
Fort CfinwruC À *11-.fSk6hd. and IS
Port Nelspn at, $r.000,600. the latter
being 86 miles shorter. The estimate 
is based on a line, with a controlling 
gradient o' 4-10tli of one per cent, east 
or northbound, end 6-lOth of one per 
c-nt. southbound. It calls for wooden 
culverts and trestles, and 65 pound 
steel, which, it is explained, would- be 
sufficient till the line has proved its 
worth, and which could then be re* 
piaeed with heavier and more perm 
nnent structures. Completed surveys 
for 320 of the total oi 465 miles are 
shown with reports on exploration 
work ior about 400 miles of the dist
ance. Rough estimates of the prob
able coat of terminals are given. At 
tention is also called to the pohsibil- 
ity of n canal along the Nelson to 
Lake Winnipeg.

Advantages of Port Nelson.
A tabulated statement of the ad

vantages of Port Nelson is given as 
follows:—

From one to two months longer open 
season ior navigation.

A better situation in case the Hud
son Bay route proves sufficiently suc
cessful to warrant the construction cf 
a canal from Lake Winnipeg down the 
Nelson river to Hudson Bay.

A saving in railway distance of from 
66 to 70 miles of line, as well as a 
less average cost per mile for the line 
to be built than the line to Fort 
Churchill.

The report says that the chief draw
back to the selection of Port Nelson 
appears to be the approaches to the 
harbor from the sea, but this would 
need further investigation before any
thing definite could be stated. On the 
other hand Fort Churchill appears to 
have an easy entrance and a well- 
slicltered anchorage when inside. But 
>vhen the ' construction of docks and 
other works necessary are considered, 
its advantages in that, direction do 
not seem to counterbalance the more 
favorable conditions whigh obtain at 
Port Nelson.

Summary of Report.
The report oi Engineer Armstrong

estimated by Dr. Boll at five times 
that of the Ottawa river at the Chau
dière falls at-Ottawa. Dr. Bell in his 
examination oi the river took many 
soundings over the greater part of its 
length and found -depths of water from 
20 to 60 feet, with a current not- ex
ceeding two to three miles an hour. 
Lake Winnipeg furnishes an extension 
of this water route to within 20 miles 
oi the city of Winnipeg.

From information obtainable it 
would seem that a canal might be 
built along the Nelson river, which 
would enable ocean going steamers to 
enter Lake Winnipeg, where a good 
channel, the minimum depth of which 
is 33 feet, already exists to tlje south 
end of the lake. The amount of 
power which is available for develop
ment along the Nelson river is enorm
ous, and places the Hudson Bay rail
way in a very favorable position to 
use electricity for the operating of its 
trains.

In touching on the harbor at Fort 
Churchill the report states that no ex
tensive ^jsqynatiqn has yet. been 
ih'ide oyvhe engineers though a con^T
siderable amount of information has 
been obtained from officers of the 
Hudson’s Bay company. It states 
that from information at hand it seems 
to be the best natural harbor on the 
west coast of the bay, though the 
depths oi water are not of the most 
desirable, the natural anchorage for 
vessels drawing 20 feet of water being 
rather restricted. A great deal of 
dredging and filling will be necessary 
to furnish a commercial port capable 
of taking care oi a large volume of 
traffic. Most of the portion to be 
dredged is under from one to two 
fathoms of water at low tide, leaving 
an average depth to be dredged oi at 
least 20 feet.

On the plan, rock is shown along 
both shores indicating the possibility 
of striking solid rock exeavation be
fore the proper depth is obtained in 
the harbor. This work would be very 
expensive. The shallows in the har
bor have undoubtedly been caused by 
salt so that whatever basin is excavat
ed would require cènstant attention to 
keep it clear.

Improvements Here Too.
Port Nelson, which lies at the mouth 

of the Nelson river, seems to possess 
great possibilities, but would require 
further surveys to definitely determine 
its value as a port for the Hudson 
Bay route. From information available 
a channel ten miles in length, ap
proaching the harbor, will require 
more or less improvement. The sur
face indications are that this could 
be very cheaply done, as it would be 
in easily handled material. In the

bed, including sidetracks, terminal 
tracks and drainage ditches. The nor
thern hundred miles-toward Churchill 
being mostly over n barren country, 
more or less trouble with - snow may 
je expected.

The wqrk dour on the line to Port 
Nelson river crossing to Port Nelson 
to 120 miles of line run from The Pas 
to the point where the line diverges 
from thv one to Fort Churcihll. The 
crossing of the Nelson river has been 
fixed upon and the country between 
this crossing and the Fort Churchill 
route has been examined. From the 
Nelson river crossing to Port Neilson 
the country is under examination at 
the present time, but a great deal or 
information has been gained from re
ports published by the geological sur
veys. If their reports of this part of 
the country are as accurate as they 
have been found in other districts, 
it is not likely the estimate furnished 
will need any great revision.

On the youte to Port Nelson the 
tupdra country is not- encountered to 
any great, extent, such stretches as ye 

being' short detached.piece. 
reseihblirtg more the spruce swamps 
found in Manitoba. Very little rock 
work will be required on this line 
anywhere. In addition the location 
being almost entirely in bush country 
the same snow problems will not arise 
as are met with on the northern 100 
miles of the Fort Churchill line. The 
comparative tables showing tire rela 
tive dates of opening and closing of 
navigation at Fort Churchill.and Port 
Nelson, which are compiled from the 
reports of J. B. Tyrrell and Dr. Bell 
are as follows :—

Fort Churchill—Average season, op
ened June 19, closed Nov. 18. Time 
open, five months.

Earliest opening, June 5, 1863. 
Earliest closing, Nov. 1„1837.
Latest opening, July 2, 1866.
Latest closing, Dec. 4, 1861, and 

1886.
Shortest season, 4 months, 8 days, 

1838.
Port Nelsort—Average season open- 
Longeet season, 6 months, 18 days, 

1846.
ed May 10, closed Nov. 20. Time open 
6 months.

Earliest opening May 7, 1846. 
Earliest close, November 3, 1878. 
Latest opening, June 1, 1828.
Latest close, Dec. 0, 1851.
Longest season, 6 months, 18 days; 

1846.
Shortest season, 5 months, 18 days. 

1863.
Want Churchill as Port.

Winnipeg, Mar. 3—A stiff fight is 
likely to be put up by interested par
ties against the selection of Port Nel
son as the terminal of the government

rr.r-|-
POLffcE OFFICER SHOT.

Five Shots Fired byr Policeman Who 
Was Angered at Reprimand.

Washington, D.C;, March 5.—Cap- k 
tain W. H. Mathews, of the fifth 
police precinct, was shot and instant
ly killed while sitting at his desk in 
the station tonight by Policeman 
Collier. Collier quietly entered the 
station, went immediately to the cap
tain’s office, jerked from his pocket 
a revolver and began firing bullets 
into Mathew’s body. Five shots were 
fired, two of them piercing the cap
tain’s skull. Collier, it is alleged, 
had been reprimanded by Captain 
Mathews for a breach of the rules, 
and this at the time angered him. 
The police say they know of no other 
reason for Coillier’s action. «

ARE NOMINATED
Enthusiastic Conventions He'd in 

All Parts of Alberta by Ruther
ford Government Supporters

PRESIDENT TAFT

In Address to Congress He Declares 
He Will Follow ia’Roose- 

velt’s Steps.

The report gives tables, covering a 
period of about 100 years, of the dates 
oi the opening and closing oi naviga
tion at bath Churchill and Nelson, 
copied fropi the data supplied by of
ficers of the Hudson’s Bay company 
at both points. According to these re
ports the season- of navigation at Nel- 

opens with brief descriptions of the I son averages from one to two months

only maps available four or five fath- • Hudson Bay line instead of Fort 
oms arc shown to within ten miles cf Churchill, as foreshadowed in the re- 
the head of the tide water, or 60 to 70 port of the surveyors. For two or 
miles-from its mouth. three years past the-later has been

country surveyed by the engineers. 
They report having encountered be
tween 250 end 300 million feet of logs 
immediately along the Nelson right-of- 
way with the possibility cf much 
more along the tributary streams, and 
at the same time there are huge 
areas of timber suitable for pulp wood 
or tips along the whole route. Rich 
agricultural lands were found along 
the Mitishto and Grass rivers as far 
as Split lake, and along both sides 
of the Nelson river to Hudson Bay.

Frrom Split lake to Fort Churchill 
the laud is not so attractive, the open 
country being in small patches mostly 
timbered and needing drainage. For 
40 miles out from The -Pas there is 
a large quantity of good limestone 
available, suitable for building pur
poses. Further to the north, where 
the roi is largely Huronian, rich 
mineran. d . specimens have been 
found in many localities. The whole 
country is cut up with numerous 
lakes, rich in fish, while game and 
fur bearing animals are found every
where. The whole country south of 
Spiit lake is full of rivers and lakes, 
giving good communication with the

a year longer than at Churchill, the 
shortest serson at Nelson being about 
the sente as the longest at Churchill. 
These seme officers state that the har
bor at Nelson never freezes entirely 
across though more or less drift ice 
is encountered in the winter months.

The-route to Churchill is completely 
covered so iar as the work has pro
gressed, the report giving in detail 
the character of the country traversed. 
The first division of 150 miles from 
The Pas to near Setting lake is the 
lightest, being mainly earthwork with

regarded as the inevitable terminal 
with the general opinion that ft- alone 
of the available ports was not blocked 
at the entrance for ocean going ves
sels by shoals. Working on this opin
ion influential western capitalists 
have, done considerable development 
at Fort Churchill, and though nothing 
much has 'been made public, prepara
tions arc about completed, even to the 
site of the customs house, for laying 
out a fine city. The fight against the 
selection oi Port Nelson is likely, 
therefore, to be strenuous.

WILL NOT RECOGNIZE UNION.

Camrose, March 4.—A Liberal con
vention of, the Camrose constituency 
was held in the town hall, Camrose, 
yesterday afternoon. The meeting 
was well attended and very enthusi
astic, delegates to the number of 
about 100 being present from all parts 
of the constituency.

J. K. Burgess of Camrose was elect
ed chairman of the meeting and J. 
Watson Young was elected secretary. 
The -following officers -were elected: 
Hon. A. C. Rutherford, hon. presi
dent; Dr. McIntyre, hon. vice-presi
dent; Thomas Dahl, president; Mr. 
Kirkpatrick and Mr. Oistcad, vice- 
presidents; executive committee, Mr. 
Eggen, Bestoans, Leslie, Adam Bowie 
Link, J. ti. Orr, Hoover, Ramsey, 
Brown, Ole Olstead and Price.

Nomination for a candidate to rep
resent the Liberals of this constitu
ency in the election to be held on the 
22nd inst. were then called for- Mr. 
George P. Smith' of Camrose was the 
unanimous choice of the convention 
and his was the-only name brought 
forward.

Mr. Çmitii’s Address.
Mr. Smith amid great" applause was 

called upon to make a speech and 
responded in his usual enthusiastic 
and forcible manner» In a speech of 
over half an hour’s, duration he ten
dered his sincere thanks to the oon- 

vU vention. for thaXinairlmaun nomination 
"and for the confidence -placed in him. 

He showed the Kuthertord adminis
tration to be worthy of the support 
of every eletfloç in -He province. He 
dealt particularly with the good work 
done by tile Rutherford government 
regarding telephones, dealing with 
the lumber combine, the workmen's 
compensation act, the telephone ex
tension, the railroad development, tne 
help - given - to the pork " packing in
dustry and a few other of the more 
important parte of the work taken up 
during (he three and one-half years.

Mr. Smith assured the convention 
that if elected he would appreciate 
bis responsibility tolhe electors re
gardless of the situation they occu
pied in the constituency and he prom
ised that if elected he would give his 
faithful support to all parts of the 
constituency alike. The nominee of 
the convention then took ltis seat 
amid round after round of applause. 

Cheers For Government.
Owing to the tact that a large num

ber of the delegates attending the con
vention were from the east country 
anti had to leave by the four o’clock 
train, the meeting then closed amid 
three cheers for the Rutherford gov
ernment and a tiger fpr the nominee 
of the convention. If the unanimity 
at tliis convention and the enthusiasm 
displayed by the delegates are any 
criterion, there can be no dotibt that 
tile Rutherford government will be no
bly endorsed on the 22nd inst. and 
that the nominee of the convention 
will be elected by a handsome major
ity.

Vegreville, March 3.—The ludntyre 
hall was full to the doors yesterday, 
when the Liberals of Vegreville con
stituency assembled in convention to 
select a candidate to contest the con
stituency in the Liberal interests in 
the forthcoming election. Upwards 
of 125 delegates from all parts of the 
constituency were present.

The meeting was called to order by 
Charles Gordon, the convener, short
ly after three o’clock. A. J. H. Mc
Cauley, of Tofield, was appointed sec 
retary of the meeting. A suggestion 
was made by the Convenor to appoint 
a committee on credentials, but it 
was not credentials the delegates 
wanted but Holden, and the nomina
tion was immediately tendered him 
amid wildest of enthusiasm, the house 
rising to its feet and calling for Hol
den.

Mr. Holden’s Happy Speech

Anthracite Coal Operators Move 
Break Organization.

to

New York. Mar. 3—Coal operators 
it was learned today, are hourly ex
pecting a request from the Anthra- 
cite miners for a conference, in con- 

some Small stretches of muskeg. The neetkin with the formulation of a new 
cost of clearing aud-gfnbbing will be agreement, under which ooal mining is

Washington, D.C., -Mar. 4—The in
augural of President-Elect Taft was 
marked today by a brilliant ceremony. 
In his inaugural speech Mr. Taft gives 
complete endorsation to the policies 
instituted by his predecessor’s admin
istration. The inaugural address was 
as follows;—

Tlie office of an inaugural address is
to give a summary outline of the main 
policies of the new administration, so 
far as they can be anticipated. I have 
had the hjpnor to be one of the ad
visers of" my distinguished predeces
sor, and, as such, to hold up his 
hands in the reforms he has initiated.
I should be untrue to myself, to my 
promisee and to the declarations of 
the party platform, upon which I was 
elected to office, it I did not make the 
maintenance an deforcement of those 
reforms a most important feature of 
my administration. They were di
rected to the suppression of lawless
ness and abuses of powers of the great 
combinations of capital invested in 
railroads and industrial enterprises, 
carrying on interstate commerce.

The steps which my predecessor took 
and the legislation passed on his re
commendation have accomplished 
much, have caused a general halt in 
the vicious policies, which created 
popular alarm, and have brought 
about, in the business affected,a much 
higher regard for existing law. To 
render the reforms lasting, however, 
and to secure at the same time, free
dom from alarm of those pursuing 
proper and progressive business meth
ods,- further legislative and executive 
action are needed. Relief of the 
railroads from certain restrictions of 
the anti-trust law have been urged by 
my predecessor and will be urged by 
me. On the other hand, the admin
istration is pledged to legislation look
ing to a proper Federal supervision 
and restriction to prevent excessive 
issues of bonds an dstocq by com
panies owning and operating inter
state commerce railroads. It is be
lieved that with the changes to be re
commended, American business can 
be assured of the measure oi sta
bility and certainty, in respect to 
those tilings that may be tfcme and 
those that are prohibited, which is 
essential to the life and growth of 
all business. Such a plan must in
clude the right of the people to avail 
themselves oi those methods of com
bining capital and effort deemed neces
sary to reach the highest degree of 
economical efficiency, at the same 
time, differentiating between combi n 
ations based upon legitimate, eco
nomic reasons and those formed with 
the intent of creating monopolies and 
artificially controlling prices. 

Necessary to Legitimate Business. 
The work of formulating into prac 

tical shape such changes is creative 
work of (he highest order, and re
quires all the deliberation possible in 
the interval. I believe that the am
endments to be proposed are just as 
necessary in the protection of legiti
mate business as in the clinching of 
the reforms which propçrl ybear the 
name of my predecessor. A "matter of 
most pressing importance is the re
vision of the tariff. In accordance 
with the promises of the platform 
upon which I was elected, I shall call 
congress into extra session, to meet 
on the fifteenth day of March, in 
order that consideration may be at 
once giveu to revising the Dingley 
act. This should secure an adequate 
revenue and adjust the duties in such 
a manner as to afford to labor and 
to all industries in this country, whe
ther of the farm, mine or factory, 
protection by tariff equal to the dif
ference between the cost of produc
tion abroad and the cost of produc
tion here, and have a provision, which 
shill put into force upon executive 
determination of certain facts, a 
higher or maximum tariff against 
those countries whose trade -policy to
ward us equitably requires such dis
crimination. It is thought that there 
has been such a change in conditions, 
since the enactment of the • Dingley 
act, drafted on a similarly protective 
principle, that the measure of the 
tarif iabove stated will permit the re
duction of rates in certain schedules

In the making of a' tariff bill, the 
prime motive is taxation, and the 
securing thereof of a revenue. Due 
largely to the business depression 
which followed the financial panic 
of 1907, the revenue from customs and 
other sources has decreased to such 
an extent that the expenditures for 
the current fiscal year will exceed the 
receipts by $100,000,000. It is im
perative that such a deficit shall not 
continue, and the framers of tariff 
bill must, of course, have in mind 
the total revenues likely to be pro
duced by it, and so arrange the duties 
as to secure an adequate income. 
Should it be impossible to do so by 
import duties, new kinds of taxation 
must be adopted, and among these I 
recommend a graduated inheritance

(Continued on Page Five.)

NORTH AND SOUTH 
LINE IS VANISHING

Premier Rutherford Appeals for the 
Elimination of Sectional Spirit 

at Calgary Meeting.

and yill require the advancement of 
few, if any.

Revision of Taritf,

Bulletin Special.
Calgary, Mar. 6—One of the most 

clear and explicit statements that the 
premier of Alberta has yet delivered 
in the present campaign was made by 
him last night at a well attended meet
ing in East Calgary. He gave an ac
count of his stewardship as provincial 
treasurer and minister of education. 
He told how the revenues of the pro
vince have been expended, dealt in 
convincing manner with the now fam
ous north and south question, explain
ed how his railway polie ywill benefit 
every section of the province, and ad
ministered a crushing rebuke, to those 
who have been trying to find fault 
where none existed.

The premier was listened to with 
rapt attention from start to finish. He 
said: “It is three and a half years 
spice I addressed a Calgary audience 
in support of Mr. Cushing. Some 
people told me that Calgary would 
not elect him. I had more faith in 
the electors oi Calgary than that. You 
returned him then and I am confident 
that you will return him again. Al
berta is growing to be vast in popu
lation, in wealth and importance and 
Calgary is keeping pace wnu that 
growth.

No Line Between North and South.
“The Redistribution act, was draft

ed fairly and that imaginary..line be
tween the north an* -south is quick
ly vanishing. It only exists in mere 
newspaper talk and you will hear very 
little of it in the future and the less 
of it the better. I am very grateful 
to electors of Calgary for electing Mr. 
Cushing. We starfted business in the 
province as members of th ecabinet 
without any experience whatever, and 
it was great satisfaction to me that 
Mr. Cushing was available as min
ister of public works. No man stood 
higher in the province as a straight 
business man and today be stands 
quite as high as he did then. No 
breath of suspicion has been uttered 
with regard to any one of his acts as 
minister of public works.

“Since we have been in office we 
have had a surplus every year and 
last year we -had a surplus of $69,000 
without borrowinig a single dollar ex
cept ior the telephone business.”

The Provincial Finances.
The Premier dealt in detail with fin

ances of the province as dealt with in 
his budget speech. He gave the alnounts 
expended by each department, the rev
enues received by each and a mass of 
other details, incidentally he mentioned 
that the provincial treasurer of Mani
toba in his last budget speech took cre
dit to the Roblin government for having 
during the last ten years, been able to 
take out of the general revenues of the 
Province about one and a half million 
of dollars, an amount which they might 
very well have borrowed and charged 
to capital account. But he took credit 
for the fact that they had accomplished 
as much in three years as the Boblin 
government had done in ten. They had 
taken out One and a half millions for 
permanent bridges and buildings that 
might very well have been borrowed and 
repayment spread over a period of forty 
or fifty years. “I am not attacking any 
of your public men. They are all social 
friends of mine, but they are open to 
criticism just the same as I am. I said 
that you have had a senator here for 
the last twenty years and I defy you to 
point to one stone upon another to show 
that he has ever represented this city of 
Wester nCanada. Further than that you 
have a member in the Dominion House 
and what is there to show that he ever 
represented you ?

In contrast to that I am proud to say
The proposal to revise the tariff the during licit last thrée years we have
IÜ/1P in çhpK an an4Ttrvrif alixrzi nr«» _____ i___i ______  „ c i-t__n_______t. •! J-________ 4 —made in such an authoritative way as 

to lead the business commnnity to 
count upon it, necesarily halt eat those 
branches of business directly affeet-

coniparntivt-ly Heavy, but on the whole 
it presents no difficult ice," The second 
section from Betting lake -to the sum
mit between the waters of the Neleon 
and the Churchill, about 175 miles, is 
expensive work, entailing heavy rock 
cuts, more particularly along the Odei 
mid Burnt Wood rivers. The country 
is badly broken up and would neces
sitate the moving of large amounts of 
piaterjel. An optional route along 
the east side of Setting lake and Grass 
river is being made, where there are 
indications of a cheaper line. 8ec-

to be continued for another fixed per
iod of time. They are determined, 
however, to deny that request, provid
ed it'comes from the union. On no 
account will they recognize that or
ganization they say, but they will be 
willing to receive delegates from the 
men actually working in the Anthra
cite mines. They are equally deter
mined to refuse any concession or al
teration of the present modus vivendi. 
They are prepared at the slightest in
dication of trouble to shut down the 
mines.

t , - v rr’ ?Pee„ , led, and as these are most importantthanlro^tbA^AcUevmee0*!^Mr. HoldenU disturbg the wbole business of thé

s* wsœ
in good faith in accordance with pro
mises made before tihe election by the 
party in power, and as promptly pas
sed as due consideration will permit. 
It is not ithat the tariff is more im
portant in the long run than the per
fecting of reforms in respect to anti
trust legislation and interstate com
merce regulation, but the former ac 
tion, when the revision of the tariff

address he referred to the progressive 
»<*oin ist ration of the government, 
which he supported, and if elected 
promised to carry out the wishes of 
his constituents to fullest extent. All 
through his brief speech he was 
cheered by his supporters.

The different committees were then 
appointed. The organization commit
tee reported recommending the ap
pointment of the following officers for
the Liberal association of the electoral l136 keen determined upon, is more
division of Vegreville:

President, Geo. Robertson, Vegre- 
ville ; 1st vice-president, P. P. Kjos- 
ness, Martins; 2nd vice,-president, Old 
Lund, Meighen; secretary, A. J. H. 
McCauley, Tofield ; executive commit
tee, W. R. Hall, W. M. Brisbin, O. 8.

(Continued on Page Five).

immediate to avoid embarrassment of 
business. To secure the needed 
Speed in the passage of the tariff bill 
it would seem wise to attempt no oth
er legislation at the extra session. I 
venture this as a suggestion only, for 
the course to be taken by congress, 
upon the caH of the executive, is 
wholly within its discretion.

erected some of the finest buildings 'n 
Calgary that are to be seen in Western 
Canada. At the recent Coneervative con
vention at Red Deer they adopted a plat
form for the province but they did not 
offer a single criticism of the expendi
ture of a single dollar that we have 
made. During our term of office there 
was not a motion to strike out a single 
proposed expenditure.”

Dealing with the railway policy the 
Premier said there may have been a 
few criticisms of that, policy in Cal
gary, but outside of Calgary he had 
not met a single man who would offer 
criticism.

“So far as. this government is con
cerned,” he said in conclusion, “we 
have treated all parts of the province 
fairly, and I challenge any one to put 
up a proposition for new lines that is 
more fair than the one I am advocat
ing tonight."

Minister of Public Works.
Hon. Mr. Cushing in a brief speech 

for the hour was getting late, devoted

BORDEN IS STILL 
SEEKING CAUSES

Leader of Opposition Addresses His 
Followers at Dinner Given in 

His Honor.

Ottawa, Mar. 5—Conservative mem
bers of the House of Commons and o’ 
the Senate last night tendered a din
ner to the Conservative leader, in the 
parliamentary restaurant, which con
cluded at 1 o’clock this morning. The 
chairman in a brief speech described 
Mr. R. I,. Borden as “a leader worthy 
of the confidence of the great Liberal- 
Conservative party,” and “a true cus
todian of the old traditions of the 
party.”

The speech of the leader was receiv
ed with enthusiasm by his followers 
and constituted almost the only seri
ous discussion of political issues dur
ing the evening. Following Mr. Bor
den, messages were delivered by new 
members, beginning with A. S. Good- 
eve, of Kootenay, for British Colum
bia; Alberta was represented by C. A. 
McGrath, of Medicine Hat; Manitoba, 
by A. Haggart, of Winnipeg; Ontario 
by R. Stewart, of Hamilton; Quebec, 
by Blondin, of Champlain; and Doh
erty, of Montreal; and Nova Scotia by 
A. B. Crosby, of Halifax; Saskatche
wan and New Brunswick sent no new 
Conservative member, and Fraser, of 
Prince Edward Island, was absent.
At the close of the banquet, Mr. Bor
den euolgized F. D. Monk and form
ally announced him as leader of the 
Quebec Conservatives.

Borden Well Received.
Mr. Borden, who received an ova

tion at. the outset, said: “Political ac
tivities have never been especially at
tractive to me, and for reasons which 
I have already made known to you, 
it was my sincere desire, after the re
cent elections, to be relieved of the 
duties and responsibilities of leader- 
ship. It would be idle, however, to 
deny that I have been deeply moved 
by tokens of your generous confidence 
which have been so especially abund
ant and whole-hearted since our fail
ure to achieve success which we had 
every reason to expect. I trust that 
in my future work and conduct I may 
so bear myself as to merit your con
tinued loyal support.

"It is unnecessary tonight to refer 
at length to .causes which made re
sults in October last less favorable 
than we had anticipated. In some 
eaàeà bur candidates were inspired 
with too great confidence and neglect
ed necessary preparation and organ
ization. In other cases, candidates 
entered the field too late and lost by 
small majorities ridings which might 
easily have been won. Then it is well 
known that in the last ten days of 
the campaign the Liberal organiza
tion distributed among certain elect
ors in numerous constituencies thou
sands of copies of a pamphlet which 
has been the subject of much discus
sion in the public press. This distri
bution was confined to certain ele
ments of the population and was ac
companied by an utterly false repre
sentation that the pamphlet in ques
tion formed part of the Conservative 
campaign literature. I denounce the 
character ot the distribution and es
pecially the statement that this 
pamphlet was a Conservative cam
paign document, I regret that Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier has not thought it 
beneath his dignity to repeat this mis
statement in the House of Con nons.
A more unworthy declaration never 
emanated from the lips of any public 
man. That pamphlet was not part of 
the Conservative campaign literature. 
Could Not Have Heard of Edmonton.

"It was not distributed by ,. - Con
servative organization or club. The 
Conservative party was not in any way 
privy to or distant in its distribution. 
By the falsehoods, to which I have 
alluded, and by appeals of the 
loftiest character when emanating 
from one who poses as a harmoriizer 
of racial prejudice many constitu
encies were undoubtedly affected.

“I do not'minimize the effort» of a 
great corporation directed against the 
Conservative party with unsparing 
hostility during the latter" part of the 
campaign. There was no occasion or 
provocation for the animus thus dis
played. The Liberal-Conservative 
party desires no feud and seeks no sl- 
liance with any of the great railway 
corporations of the country.”

Proceeding, Mr. Borden said it was 
to be remembered that the eighty-seven 
Conservative members of parliament 
represented more than one-half of the 
honest and independent vote of the 
electorate of Canada. - Notwithstand
ing the frantic and unworthy appeals 
the Conservative vote in Quebec in
creased by nearly twenty thousand.

Dealing with the fiscal <_ editions of 
the country, Mr. Borden said the 
credit and resources oi Canada were 
too great for even this government, to 
destroy or to dissipate in a measurable 
term of years, but if they had intend
ed to accomplish that undesirable re
sult, their course coula not have dif
fered in any marked degree from that 
which they had pursued. Six years 
ago Mr. Fielding declared that about 
one-half of that year’s surplus would 
provide for the construction of the 
National Trans-Continental railway. 
With as much truth he might state 
in his next budget speech that one- 
hali of the present year’s “surplus” 
would construct the Georgian Bay 
route, deepen all the St. Lawrence 
canals and equip all our national 
ports. The government plunged into 
the construction oi that railway 
through a portion of our northern ter
ritory which had not even been ex
plored.

(Continued on Page Five.) (Continued on Page Five.)


