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Sketch of the Great Foch
By a French Staft Officer

Did Joffre Have a Presentment of the Events Which Were to

Take Place in the Centre

of French Lines, When He

Put in a New Force, the Great Foch?

[By Major E. Requin.]

Foch has been for forty years the
incarnation of the French military
spirit. :I‘h?ough his teachings and his
exam, he was the moral director of
the ch Genéral Staff before be-
comlngj‘he Supreme Chief of the Al-
lied Arntles. Upon each one of us he
hag Imprinted his strong mark. We
owed to him in time of peace that
unity of doctrine which was our
strength. Since the war we owe him
the highest lessons of intellectual dis-
cipline and moral energy.

Physically, Foch i8 a man of me-
dium height with. an exceptionally
striking face. His is the forehead of
a thinker which is marked by two
characteristic folds between the eye-
brows; he has deep-set eyes, a large
hose, a mouth clearly outlined under
a gray mustache, a wilful chin. All
the features are strongly marked. His
‘whole face expresses meditation and
a(i{]lun, great thought and a tenacious
will,

His words are brief and always
exactly suited to the idea, each one
having its own value, and usually
completes the phrase,  elther to de-
velop or to summarize it.

Constantly at work,. either meditat-
ing or discussing with a limited num-
ber of officers in whom he has entire
faith; he notes in a’small book, which
he has comstantly at hand, each one
of the ideas to be remembered, with
writing as clear as his eévery thought,

Foch was especially known in peace
time through his instructions at the

Ecole Superieure de Guerre., As a
professor, and then as director, he
applied the method which consists in
‘aking as the base of all strategical
tand tactical instruction the study of
| history completed by the study of mill-
tary history—that is to say, fleld oper-
ations, orders given, actions, results,
the criticisms to be made and the In-
struction to be drawn from them. He
also used concrete cases—that is to
say, problems laid by the director on
the map or on the actual ground, ac-
cording to a given general situation.

By this intellectual training, he ac-
customed the officers to solving all
problems; not by giving them ready
made solutions, but by accustoming
them in finding the logical solution to
each indlvidual case,

His mind was trained through so
many years of study that no war situ-
ation could disturb him. In the most
difficult ones he quickly pointed out
the goal to be reached and the means
to employ, and each one of us felt
that it must be right.

For it was during the great events
of August and September, 1914, that
Marshal Joffre realized what a valu-
able second Foch was to be to him.
In the month of August, 1914, he com-
manded the 20th corps in Lorraine.
He displayed such qualifications that
three months later he was given the
command of an. army. It was at the
moment when Joffre was preparing
his manoeuvre of the Marne. Did
Joffre already have a presentment of
the events which were to take place
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in the centre of the French lines,
when he put in, not s0o much new
forces, as a new force, the great chief
that he had foreseen in Foch?

A WIIl Stronger Than Events.

Anyway, raisihng a few dlvisions
from the 4th and-Gth armies, and
reinforcing them by two divisions,
Joffre placed this force under the
leadership of Foch, It was upon this
mass, first called “army detachment”
and then the 9th army, that the Ger-
man offensive broke a few days later.
General Foch likes to recall the mod-
est beginnings of this ninth army. “We
were,” he would say, “poor parents.
A General Staff of five or six officers
gathered in” haste to start with, little
or no working material, our note books
and a few maps.” For my part, I
slept the first night with the guard
soldiers at thelr post in the village, to
be sure not to lose the new General
Staff. Thus was the 9th army cre-
ated. One must imagine the difficul-
ties of organization and command of
an army, formed in the course of the
falling back movements which pre-
paréd the victory of the Marne, among
the crowds of population fleeing be-
fore the horrors of invasion and en-
cumbering the roads without the pos-
sibility of stopping for a single day!
However, under Woch’s authority, the
9th army soon learned that it existed,
and acquired.the realization of its own
value. It felt itself moved by a will
stronger than events, and when on
September b6th it stopped upon the
heights northeast of SBezanne, it was
ready for every effort and every sac-
rifice. Joffre’s command “to win or
die,” found it as ready tc die as its
chief was determined to win.

The battle had gone on violently
for three days.

Upon the left, the 42nd Division,
engaged In a violent wood combat
across the road from Sezanne to
Champahbert, was disputing with the
enemy the village of St. Prix. 4
In the centre, the Moroccan Divi-
sion was holding firmly qn the heights
of Mondement. The 9th corps rein-
forced by a reserve division stretched
out on the right. But this army corps
was already bending to keep in touch
with the -11th corps, thrown back by
a crushing attack of the enemy as
far as the Gougancon heights. All the
reserves were engaged. The right of
the army had only been halted by the
strongest injunctions of Foch, and all
was in g state of insecure equilibrium
which the redoubled efforts of the
enemy threatened to disturb.

Almost any other commander would
have admitted himself beaten. But
Foch did not wish to be. Gen. Foch
had & most exact knewledge of what
can be obtalned from a French army.
On the evening of May 8th I was or-
dered by him to carry to the 10th
army corps—right corps of the neigh-
boring army which was placed under
his authority for the morrow—the com-
mand to relieve the 42nd Division and
to the 42nd Divislon the command to
come and place itself facing east at

— e e

the front of Ruisseau la Superbe—and)
to attack at 2 p. m,, the right flank of |
the enemy, who alread ythought them-
selves victorious.

This manoeuvre was more than
daring. . To any less exalted splirit
than Faoch, it appeared impossible, so
difficult was it in the' midst of such
a battle to withdraw from the combat
a division entirely engaged, make it
cover a march back of the army front
and execute an attack whose decision
could be forestalled, all in one day.
But Foch had made this simple but
disconcerting reasoning at once.

By pushing back the right wing of
his army, the enemy had presented
one flamk, It was into this flank
that the 42nd Division would be
tRrown to determine the victory.

The following day, the 10th, the
enemy was in full retreat all along
the front. The vanguard of ‘the 9th
army penetrated into Fere Champe-
noise toward 9.30. An hour lafer to
mark the success and his will of pur-
sult, Gen. Foch installed his head-
quarters there among ruins filthy from
the German occupation and orgies.

Such was the part of Gen. Foch in
the victory of the Marne.

“The Race for the Seas.”

A month later Gen. Joffre made
Gen. Foch his second and sent him
into the north of France to co-ordl-
nate there the oparations of the Allied
armies. To this end he was to have
constant dealings with the command-
ers of the British and the Belgian
armies in order to carry out the plan
of Marshal Joffre. Through his moral
authority, his knowledge of the Allies
and his loyalty toward them, Gen.
Fooch succeelled entirely in this deli-
cate task.

We left Chalons at 10 o’clock in
the evening of October 8rd, and we
reached Breteuil, where Gen. Castell-
nau, commander of the 42nd French
army, had his headquarters, next day
at 4 p. m. It {8 known that at this
time the plan of the French General-
in-Chief was to overflow the German
right wdng by reinforcing his left
wing with the 10th army In the region
of Arras, then with the British forces
transported to the centre of the line
toward the !Franco-Belgian frontler.
A mass of cavalry was to cover and
prolong north of the Lys, the manoeu-
vre which the writers of this war have
justly named “the race to the sea.”
It was indeed a race, since the enemy
on.his side was endeavoring to come
up parallel to us_ in the north. The
initiative, however, belonged to the
French command, and for a moment
one might have thought the German
right wing would be outnumbered. Un-
fortunately the fall of Antwerp re-
leased the German troops which were
beseiging that city, and the unexpect;
ed arrival of a new German army com-
pletely organized was to alter the
situation. Foch was to be forced to
change from the. strategical defensive
which the crushing numerical super-
fority of the enemy imposed. It was
to be the batttle of Flanders or first
battle of Ypres.

ON ACTIVE SERVICE

(Continued.) |
There was a sickening pow-wow, but|
in the end Coleman, straight and easy|
in the saddle, came cantering back on|
a superb open-mouthed snorting bay
horse. He did not mind if the half-‘
widd animal plunged crazlily.
part of his role. “They were trylng
to steal my horses,” he explained. He
leaped to the ground, and holding the
horse by the bridle, he addressed his
admiring companions. “Thé groom—
the man who has charge of the horses
—says that he thinks that the people
on the mountain-side are Turks, but I
don't see how that is posible. You
see—" he pointed wisely—"“that road
leads directly south to Arta, and It is
hardly possible that the Greek army
would come over here and leave that
approach to Arta utterly unguarded.
It would be too foolish. They must
have left some men to cover it, and
that is certainly what those troops
are. If you are all ready and willing,
I don't see anything to do but make &
good, stout-hea
would be no more dangerous than to
sit here.”
The professor was at last abla to
make his formal speech, “Mr. Cole-
man,” he said distinctly, “we place

was somehow pitiful. This man who.
for years and years had reigned in &
little college town almost as a mon-

all things are plain, publcly disdain-
ing defeat #s one to whom all things
are easy—this man was now verit
ably appealing to Coleman to save his
wite, his daughter and himself, and
really declared himself dependent for
safety upon the ingenuity and courage
of the ccrrespondent.

The attitude of the students was
utterly indifferent. They did not con-
sider themselves helpless at all. They
were evidently quite ready to with-
stand anything but they looked frankly
up to Coleman as their inteilligent
leader. If thay suffered any, their only
expression of it was in the simple
grim slang of their perfod.

“I wish I was at Coney Island.”

“This is not so bad as triggnometry.
but jt's worse than playing billlards
for the beers.”

And Coke said privately to Cole-
many: ‘Say, what in hell are these two
damn peoples fighting for, anyhow 7"

When he aaw that all opinicns were
in favor of following him loyally, Cole-
man was impelled to feel a responsi-
bility.. He was now no errant res-
cuer, but a properly elected leadcr of
fellow beings in distress. While one
of the students held his horse, he took
the dmgoman for anotker consclta
tion with the captain of the battery.
The officer wee sitting on a large,
stone, with his eyes fixed into his feld
glasses. When ogaia questioned he
could give no satlsfaction as to the
identity oi the trccps on the listant
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It wasltsr of soldierly indifierence to himeell.

rted dash for Arta. 'It|the gaddle of the groom’s horse, leav-

ourselves entirely in your hands.” It|they crossed the bridge and started on

arch, passing judgment with the air |and flogged by another.
of one who words the law, dealing citi-! Coleman, cheeking

cism upcn the universe as one to waom |the battling disposition of his horse,
| was very uneasy In his mind because|=

mcuntain. He mera'y shrugged  his
shoulGers and sa/d that if they were
Greeks it was very good, but if they
were Turks it was very bad. He seem-
ed more occupied in trying to impress
the correspondent that it was a mat-

Colervan, aftec loathing him sufficiant-
ly in silence, returned to the others
and said: “Well, we'll chancs it.”

They looked -to him to arrange the
caravan, Speaking to the men o! the
party he sald: “Of courso, any one of
you 13 welcome to my horse if yon can
ride it, but—it you're not too tired—I
think I had myself better ride, so that
I can go ahead at times.”

His manner was so fine as he said
this that the students seemed fairly
to worship him. Of course it had heen
most improbable that any of them
{could have ridden that volcanic ani-
mal even if one of them had ‘ried it.

He saw Mrs. Wailnwright and Mar-
jory upon the backs of thelr {wo little
natives, and hoisted the professor into

ing instructions with the servaut to
lead the animal always and carefully.
He and tho dragoman then mounted at
the head of the procession, and amid
{curious questionings from the soldiers

to Arta, The rear was
the little grey horse
ge, led by one student

the trail
| brought up by
{with the lugst

with difficulty

ftho last words of the captain of the
‘b:\lmry had made him feel that per-
|haps on this ride he would be placed
{in & position w here only the best cour-
age would count, and he did not see
his vay clear to feeling very con-
fident about his conduct in such a
case, Locking back upon the caravan,
he saw it as a most unwieidiny thing,
not even capable of running away. He

hurried it with sudden, sharp, con-
temptuous phrases.
On the march there incidentally

flashed vpon him a new truth. More
than half of the student band were
decply in love with Marjory. ot
course, when he had been distant from
her he had had an eternal jealous re-
flection to that effect, It wos natural
that he should have thought of the in-
timate camping relations Dbetween
Marjory and these young students
with a great deal of bitterness, grind-
ing his teeth when picturing their op-
portunities to make Marjory fall in
love with some one of them., He had
raged particularly about Coke, whose
father had millions of dollars. But he
had forgotten all these jealousies in
the general splendor of his exploits.
Now, when he saw the truth, it seem-
ed to bring him back to his common
iife, and he saw himself suddenly as
not being frantically superior ia any
way to those other young men. The
more closely he looked at this fact, the
more convinced he was of its truth.
|He seemed to see that he had been im-
!properly elated over his services to
th? Waiawrights, and that in the end
the'girl might fancy a man because
the man had done her no service at
'all, He suy his proud position lower
!itself to be a pawn in the game. Look-
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GERMANG DISTRUST
SLAV GOVERNMENT

Amsterdam, July 29.—“There is
not a single German colonist in Rus-
sia who places the smallest faith in
the Russian government. Our minds
are made up. If Germany does not
protect us with a strong hand there
{s only one way out, namely, to emi-
grate to the United States or Cana-

da.”

This is the statement of Pastor Jo-
hannes Schleuning who has come to
eBrlin representing the interests of so-
called ‘Wolga, Germans, & farming col-
ony of seven hundred thousand per-
sons established along that river.

After the Brest Litovsk peace,
Schleuning returned from a three
years’ banishment in Siberia and made
himself spokesman of two million
German sottlers spread over different
regions of Russia,

According to his statement, the col-
onists were incorporated in the Rus-
clan army, first sent to the Russo-
German front and then some three
hundred -thousand were transferred
to the Caucasus. There they under-
went terrible sufferings, thousands
died, those staying at homeé had their
properties confiscated, were reduced
to beggary and the Bolsheviki com-
pleted their ruin.

Wolga colonists now ask to be as-
sisted back to Germany or pérmitted
to sottle in the Baltic provinces. Fail-
ing this they intend to emigrate to
America, declares Schleuning, who
thus places before the German govern-
ment a problem filled with peculiar
difficulties.

RATIONING IN PEACE.

[Westminster Gazette.]

Unhappily for the people who want
us to get on with the war without
thought of what is to happen aftér the
war ,the first difficulties we shall have
to deal with are concreta realities.
When peace is proclaimed and the
markets of the world are again open,
the demand for food stuffs may drive
prices up 800 par cent. It will be much
the same with raw material for manu-
factures. Supplies are being steadily
steadily exhausted, and the demand
immediately after peace will he far in
excess of the possible production.
That {8 one of the problems which will
will require far-sighted statesmanship
to solve, and the carrying over into
peace of much of that organization for
purchase and distribution that has
been recated during the war. It would
be idle to suppose that we have done
with rationing in every form immedi-
ately the terms of peace are signed.
The feeding of the world and the pro-
vision for the factories may well de
mand for a time & closer rather than a
slackened regulation. Otherwise we
shall have a confused scramble among
all the nations on tha principle of “the
devil take the hindermost.” How the
depleted tonnage of the world shall be
used is a side issue of this same ques-
tion of a world shortage.

Divorce pulls the feathers from the
wings of love.

pose you take me for a tourist agency,
but i1f you can only try to distinguish
between me and a map with the ucale
of miles printed in the lower left-ha
contribute so

nd

corner, you will not
much to the sufferings of the party
which you now adorn.”
The students within hearing guff-
awed and Coke retired in confus®n.
The march was not rapld. Coleman

almost wore out his arms holding In|
check his impetuous horse. Often the
caravan floundered through mud, while
at the same time a hot, yellow dust
came from the north.

They were perhaps half way to Arta
when Coleman decided that a rest and
luncheon were the things to be con-
sldered. 1le halted his troop then in
the shade of eome great trees, and
privately he bade his dragoman pre-
pare the best feast which could come
out of those saddle-bags fresh from
Athens, The result was rather gorge-
ous in the eyes of the poor wanderers.
First of all there were three knives,
thre forks, three spoons, three tin
cups and three tin plates, which the
entire party of twelve used on a most
amiable soclalist principle. There
were crisp, salty biscuits and olives,
for which they speared in the bottle.
Tehere was potted turkey, and potted
him, and potted tongue, all tasting pre-
cisely alitke. There were sardines and
the ordinary tinned beef, disgluised
sometimes with onions, carorts and
potatoes. Out of the saddle-bags came
pepper and salt and even mustard.
The dragoman made coffee over a lit-
tle fire of sticks that blazed with a
white lighi. The whole thing was
prodigal, but any philanthrapist would
have approved of it if he could have
seen the way the elght students laid

«ing back over the students, he won-
dered whica one Marjory might love.
This hideous Nikopolis had given
ecight men a chance to win her, His|
scorn and his malice quite centered |
r he could never forget|
had millions of|

upon Coke,

that the man's father

dollars. The unfi ate Coke chose|

that moment to address  him queru
v+ “Look here, Coleman, can't you

u$ how far it is to Arta?

“Coke,’ said Coleman, “I don't sup-
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.5, WABERDIES

New York, July 29—Twenty-one per-
sons were indicted here yesterday by
the Federal grand jury on a charge of
being implicated in the theft of beef
consigned to the United States army.

The defendants, who include but-
chers, purchasing agents, government
checkers and truck drivers, are acaffs-
ed of violating the United States crim-
inal statute which has to do with con
spiracies to embezzle and dispose of
government property without author-
ity.

The defendants have been arrested
and held in bail from $2,000 to $10,000
each.

According to United States Attor-
ney Yazelll, the operations of the de-
fendants have been going on for a
long time, but the indictments cover
specific acts safd to have been com-
mitted between April 29 and May 24.
The plan, he said, was for checkers
to tell foremen at the delivery de-
pots to give receipts to drivers for
a less amount than had been loaded
upon their trucks. The surplus beef,
it {8 charged, thus withheld from the
government, was bought by the ac-
cused butchers, who disposed of it
at a big profit.

ABHORRENT ACTS
HUN VANDALISH

wireless
that

London, July 29—(British
service)—Evidence accul
during their brief st.y In t
sallent the Germans nave
indulging the wholesale ¢
dalism. In a message ¢
Reuter

army headquarters,
pondent gives ails of their co
while in pos jon of

Thierry.
The Germans wer

FORESTRY AFTER WAR.

[Westmi Gaze
Nobody except those of us who }\n\'l\‘
seen something of life at the front|
during the last four years can realize

what an enormous quantity of tim-
ber has been taken from this country |
for war purposes, and what an enor-|
mous amount of planting and tending
of trees will be necessary to replace
it. Unfortunately foresters who real-
ly understand all that afforestation
means are not numerous in England,
and though the necessity of educating
youngsters for the work has received
mueh more serious attention in the
last few years than it ever did before,
when our methods—as in many other
things—were haphazard, the facilities
are still hardly sufficlent to give us
enough foresters to cope with the de-
mand.

BELGIUM AS A PAWN.

[Philadelphia Public Ledger.]

The German theory is that, when
the war closes, Great Britain will hold
the sea but Geérmany will hold Bel-
glum. Neither can break the grip of
the other, except by mutual ocnsent,
But there are two little things that
even Great Britain herself would have
difficulty in obtaining a return of the
German colonies. The Boers of South
Africa have not shed their blood and
treasure to rid themselves of so dan,
gerous a neighbor as hungry and un-
scrupulous German imperialism, to
welcome that neighbor back agaln,
with a grin on his face. Australia and

into the &pread. When there came a

polite remonstrance- notably 1mml
Mrs. Wainwright—Coleman merely |
pointed to a large bundle strapped

back of the groom's saddle. During
the coffee he was considering how
best to get the students one by one out
<o  sight of the Wainwrights

where he could give them good drinks | closes.

of whisky.
(To be continued.)

New Zealand would protest mightily
against seeing the Germans again in
the South Pacific.. Then some of the
iglands have fallen to Japan. Another
little thing omitted from the calcula-
tions of the German theorists is that
the Allies propose to drive the Ger-
mans out of Belgium bafore the war
They will not buy them out.
It it takes ten years, they will bayonet
them out !

STOLE BEEF FROM |

| VlOLET RAY INSTITUTE.

some time, and a

they would remain the

‘When they found t

give it up they appare 3 nined |
to take the only vengeance Iin their |
power. The injuries which have been

inflicted on the town are such as could 1
not be the result of shelling, the cor-|
respondent points out, as those housea ‘
which- suffered most re entirely un

injured by shells, shr 1s or bullet
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Street, Fredericto
All kinds of
by latest meChods

N.'B
dental work perfornred

McCutcheon,

Count
ork Street. ALY

478-41

'Phone
e h

_ BARRISTERS

\GREGORY T. FEENEY
B.Sc, LL.B.,
SOLICITOR, NOTARY, ETC.

Has removed his office
8 to the Bur.
chill-Wilkinson Building, Queen street,
‘JU!! below corner of Regent.

IE. ALLISON MacKAY

| BARRISTER, NOTARY, Etc.

Chestnut Building, Queen Street.
Fire and Life Insurance.
HENRY B. RAINSFORD
Jarrister and Attorney-at-Law
REAL ESTATE AGENT
Ofiice adjomning Record Office, on

lower floor County Court House, Fred.
ericton, N. B.

J. T. SHARKEY, LLB,
Barrister. Notary, Etc.

OFFICE Opp. Officars’ Quarters,
Queen Strcet, Fredericton. N. B.

— e |

HOTELS OF FREDERICTON

LONG’S HOTEL
WM. AIKEN, Proprietc>

Cor. York and King Streets.

First class accommodation and service,
Auto service to and from all trains ang
boats; also iiire by the day or hour.
Stabling In connection.

"~ LORNE HOTEL
Feeney & Jamieson, Proprietors,
82 Regent Strest

Fredericton, N. B.
First Class Stabling in Connection

WAVERLEY HOTEL
John T. Johnson, P~aprietor.
This Popular Hotel Has Been Re-open
ed to the Public
First Class Stabling in Connection
72-74 REGENT STREET




