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bave crossed the gap, then I’ll l 
the ridge while you go up the 
We must time ourselves so as to get 
bock before dark.'* L

“All right," assented Doris, 
side by side they started off.

Along the mountainside they wtet 
until they reached a ravine which was 
of considerable depth ears at (jw 
point where an overhanging shoulder 
of the rock met a somewhat similar 
Jut on the other side. At this potoit 
the gap was narrowed to a distant» 
which could be bridged by a fallen 
tree, and In fact as they arrived upon 
its edge they saw that a prostrate 
pine, of a size that would easily hjfr 
the weight of a man. traversed It Mat - 
edge to edge. They paused before ft» 
scanning It with care.

“It will take us over easily enough* 
laughed the Hawk. “However,. jfls 
had better let me go ahead so if any­
thing should happen It would be té» 
Instead of you that took the tumble** 

“Mighty decent of you, Morgan, fkt 
I don’t want anybody to take any w 
on my account," returned Davis.' Bn* 
pushing the other good-nahtreqtif 
aside the plotter mounted the trunk 
and balancing himself with his an*.

safety. John followed hips 
with equal ease. "J

Upon the other side they separated. 
Morgan going np the ridge at the left 
and John pursuing his way stnfnk 
on and keenly surveying the la*- 
scape about. He bad accompli** 
but a short distance when he saw tie 
form of Spider Bfllas standing beside 
a tree, ahd suspicious that this might 
be the unknown stranger who wAs 
plotting against his life, John dry 
his gun and ordered him to throw * 
his hands But darting behind 
tree like a Weasel the Spider dart* 
away, with John In hot pursuit.

Barely waiting until John was set

short and heavy automatic he thrustthe Other sllentlv then spoke lnC more until I opened my eyes here.”the outer suenuy, tnen spo Morgan, listening, said nothing until the barrel Into the bole, aimed It care-
the other finished, then lighted a cig­
arette.

“You must have had a bad dream, 
old man. and walked In your sleep 
Until you fell over the cliff,” he said 
cynically. Davis turned upon him.

“It was nothing of the kind. Hawk 
Morgan. If that were so, how did I 

to tie myself up qnd brlag

! _ ■valleydown at
aloud again In the low tones of one 

| who has long lived In great solitudes. 
I ’“I ain’t certain Just how he Is go- 

Arriving af the place where he had lng to take this when he come to,
so I guess I’d better be on the safe 
side. He Is liable to start in being

down the dizzy descent where bis vic­
tim had disappeared, then with a 
brutal laugh he turned and began his 
descent to the cabin.

EPISODE 2.I r fully at a given point to the room 
above, then wedged It fast In place. 
Then tying a stout cord to the trig­
ger he ran It along the celling toward 
the front of the house and forced It 
through the front wall. Running as It 
did along the cellar celling and up the 
slanting door. It was not visible to 
anyone coming back from the stable 
or bam.

Entering the cabin the Hawk ex­
amined the place of the knot bole to 
the floor, carefully calculated the di­
rection which the bullet would take, 
then nlaced a table and chair where

me SYNOPSIS.
John Carr, miner, commit» suicide. H!» 

-will directs hie nephews. John Davis and 
Hawk Morgan, to work his gold mine 
e.nd names them as Joint guardians of 
tits adopted daughter, KtheL He specifies 
that certain sums shall be paid to Ethel, 
hie nephews and two servants and that 
the remaining profits shall be used for 
the benefit of the John Carr Foundation 
for the support of war widows and or­
phans. Morgan proposes disregarding the 
latter clause and dividing the profits. He 
quarrels with Davis over the proposition 
and later attempts his life.

■■been tumbled unconscious In the drift 
he picked up the lance from the place
where he had cast" it and hastily en- rough If he has a chance, therefore III
tered the bam. Passing Into the bar- trass him up for the time being until1
ness room he unbound the bowie-knife I can find out how he wants to act.
from the handle of the rake, tossed Might as well tie a handkerchief overr.d:r^e“r,u"t^cz zszz"-rr?^4™^«y*-*
^^mvedW'the* banttono** handkerchief uimn'hllTback^e storttri down*a^iiuaH

which had concealed hi. face, after tunnel which evidently had been blast- to P"“le *
which he took off the fur coht of ed from the rmr «T the cave. “^^^ah*. Ra.nface hitched
the old prospector, Carr, and once I • • . , . . ... t th.
more stood revealed clad In his own I Back to the living room of the cabin * to take Bridget to the
apparel. Ralnface, knocking at the door ot «ement to restock her larder. As

Within the living room of the cabin Ethel's roon^Ustened a tostr^tion to post
»Æ3LT*Ï SLÏ BandTr“e JSS1 MiSfcZSrSi’

in years and wrinkled as the pslm of fell upon the panel. Hearing him he
one's hand, he slept profoundly, a light this time the girl listened, sat up to Tak!ng a boto,from the 'vall 
covering over him. Through the win- her bed and then called out demand- *tnul*Jt’ t*a‘*d ,t* “*n *
dow In the lean-to out of which John lng to know who was there. The voice “ a!™w./'"h “ h**
Davis had leaped In his pursuit of of the old Indian came faintly through Df*wln« lt ,»
the fleeing stranger a strong draft of the door. -«rlTtachM to the
the cold mountain air came rushing, “Me, Ralnface, knock. Young chief withdrew it looking at the
creeping beneath the crack between -he gone.” S* fa JSSfaLut
the loosely fitting door and floor of With a little cry Ethel sprang from . -
the room. At once the temperature the bed. Thrusting her feet Into her Bows make no noise. •
of the toner room became sensibly e„ppers. she drew on a wrap and do tha wort as well as totilefahe
reduced, and ns the chill fell upon throwing the door ajar breathlessly „» the handkerchief and
Ralnface he drew his light blanket asked what had happened. Silently he ^s
closer in his sleep, grew quiet again led to the lean-to. opened the door and "g coat. « window of
for a moment, then slowly awoke and pointed at the bed. Then still un- **• within
sat up. As his keen old eyes roved speaking but Indicating by motions tTnt nvvr ■*taMn wH«»«"
about the room they apparently alight- that the window had been open he
ed upon something that aroused hie stood Immobile as he watched her face. I>*“ „ 'k Penned to
suspicion, for arising silently he passed Greatly alarmed and wholly puzzled . . . . A onick „lance
to the door leading Into the lean-to. at the mystery of It all. the girl stepped Efari^iltUn’nutttog the Encountered the Outthrust Metal Pan.
listened, knocked gently, then as toere back into the living room and opened abo £,lgblng tonchra u^on a shining they would be to direct range. As
was no response he turned the knob the outside door. A flurry of snow a]uml^e fr^ng ^ go bright was Ethel and John came back from the
and pushed the door ajar. struck her Id the face. the digb that she was holding It her stable he addressed the latter to a

Cautiously he scanned the Interior. She turned to Ralnface. . - •gm|Un_ at the re- frier, aw voireNobody was there and entering he “Fire your gun. That will bring flectlon wbipb gbe saw wfthln It. and -Suppose yon draw up some simple tree HMto:r dravring hto small ^ 
crossed the room and peered out Mr- Morea”. and maybe Mr. Davis Is * that Khe had not observed artldes of agreement as to how^re ^ph^tiSt
the open window. Once more noth- with him; hlm «mftnVod hark to the . whPn we An(f it ment he fell to work upon a pian w
ing unusual met his gaze. With a nod the Indian drew his w1ndow uving room. Silently n*vi«” promised to forever rid the warid fj*

Without It was both snowing and weapon and fired twice into the night." window a short distance ..... rt ht ^ponded the one a»- the rivti whom he hateiwUh aHlW
blowing and through the flying flakes Within the harness room Morgan „xld thl notch^of the ar- ^ “tL^.nTTThtttolewMch had rat’e 80uL F” ten m,nn*”
he saw no disturbance of the snow hearing the reports and kn°'"lnS th®‘ row t0 the string and bent the bow, , placed to range by the plotter he e'T’hSi**» “hï^Vltafaotioe *

£r,==,*î.ïï SHS --SrîBtrEt
hesitated, then raised his hand and “What la the matter ! heard toe ^ Seeln, john .t toe "“k“ ^ “ "" Darting amongst toe trees wlto ^

“ 1 ïîsisr“cfssirL «• .-»■*»sr^4-«-Sir’! stx.’a.'vra:
-Mr. Davis Is gone. Wasn’t he wlto fa“ Paper eo tMt he wooM out o( b,„ <*,1, and falling hands out- , rift deep *d rteep, and to the vmy

vou? Haven’t yon seen him?" As unaxpactaflly be confrimted by W. tfafa .tretebed upon toe floor. With a cry ,pt ^ praclp,t,ted
he was about to reply a round as of •“«««. ** adyanced da ntily °" * F »he braahed by Morgan and ran to- wbm be wonld have fallen • mangle»
a stone thrown against the door caused toe towarg him. toe utensil thrust ward the prostrate and unconscious eorp^ llmo,t at the foot of hto w*
them to wheel with a start. For an 0°t- h bl-k D—|g from man, the Hawk clow fallowing on her toe confederate, tbe hand et
Instant they stood looking Into each ®^  ̂dber eye ^he cangM ™ ^eel*’ ww toe !-le,ped forw*rd anfl dnet* ** ***
ether s face, then striding to rite door «e side of her eye sne ca g Across^the side Of his head was toe to blg feet and safety.
Morgan threw it open, and the form glimpse pf t . .. track of a bullet where it bad plowed , are yonY* he demanded Si
of°Davds torched hekvtly Into ,i,e room, with to lto wa/’ hl* ^'Vtoaf^ ^ *>thCT’
Quickly Morgan and Ralnface grasped row P°'nt a,me“ J d.,b ,“!„ed nin8 hlm- 0w,nR t0 th®,fa=t ?•* I The reply of the one who had Jm*
him. and closing the door laid him on tbe Intention of Interi lnjured man had .tu™ed ““ h”d been saved from death was • Wow ta
a robe before the fire. Clasping her forward with the Intention or inter- look „t the paIr jugt at the Instant f Taken wholly by mrprt*
a posing her own body between the point tbat lhe sbot was fired, toe bullet the regcuer was nearly kaocked fn*

and the unsuspecting one, and as she mcrely had missed his brato. Pans- b,g feet but qalckly recovering hta 
did so Hawk loosed the »hafti Whto- |ng only long enough to see that hta balance c]oscd with his treachenpe 
zing, It sped upon Its errand, encounter- plot bad again failed, toe Hawk left ”n Still partially dazed by «•
tog the outthrust metal pan and plere- h[s would„be victim to toe mlnlstra- M<lw ,Jobn fo„gbt fiercely, but ’tiw 
lng It to half the length of the long Uons tbe glri and hurrying to toe q|her aectlrIng a favorable hold torefr 
bead. cellar removed toe pistol, concealed .|m beavu,. For a moment th*

Aroused by the Involuntary cry of the UDe and went back to meet Rato- u the edge of toe deeceA.
the girl Davis sprang to his feet Just _face and Bridget Wegan. Tben John having regained
In time to catch Ethel, as overcome „Jt wag anotoer dastardly attempt strength lifted his foe to bis arms an* 
by the Shock of it all. she fell for- on b,g ||fe by the mysterious stranr hurled blm over the edge. Breath!eta 
ward unconscious In his arms Mor- ger .. explained Morgan wlto an as- from hlg efforts the victor stood loot* 
gan. seeing that his design had failed. gumptlon 0f great Indignation. Point- , at tbe piace where the other ha* 
threw 1.1s coat and bow aside and |ng f0 the hole ,n the floor he told dlgappeared.
whipping the handkerchief tnm Ma them that the shot had come through j Seelng that tbe other bad vanlshe» 
face, drew Ills pistol and deliberately |( gnd tumed to Davis. from toe scene, John glsnced about,
fired a shot at his own ^oarm t <Tw0 attempts on your life and one n wos growing dark and remeasberto*
two more Into the air. running on m|ne„ be gald. “We cannot let tbat be was to meet Morgan befw^
arou"d ,th® h°,V ,h , Ï * h'p tola thing go on. Suppose we go and . bt feI1 he retraced his steps to tS»
pcared before the front door ahere he search the TlcInltyr ! fal!en pine. As he reached It *•
picked up t e worried “He must have a cup of tea first ; Hawk arose from his seat and
with a face apparent^ much worried, ^ up ,rter this,” Insisted coro,d hlm.
burst Into toe room kindly hearted Irish woman, and -Better hurry or we will be caught
stillr supporting the gtol. Morgan agreed. out here In toe mountains attgr

“Are you all safe? he demanded LeaTlng Jobn ,or u, «^p of re- ,ew. he warned, and with a nod tta 
quickly. Davis nodded. freshing brew the Hawk approached ' unsuspicious one stepped upon tbr

“Yes, why? What happened? The thp barn Ag be dld s0 a man came „ow nearly sawed through tree.
Hawk drew a long breath. sliding down the hillside, bringing up had taken but « few steps, when bfi

| “I saw a man, face covered by gt h,g feet a cIoud 0f snow. In- ! warning crack startled him. and W1W 
handkerchief, standing at that w n- gtan Morgan whipped out his pis- ! the trunk slowly bending beneath 
dow drawing a bow. Just as he let but |n the gct of firing stayed Ids ! weight he turned In a desperate ef-j,
go I fired. He dropped the now. fl p gg he gaw who toe newcomer tort to again reach terra fiijna. teti 

| whipped out a gun and returned the „ I before be could regain It the tfeacb-_
! shot Then he ran. I^flred but he ^ Be1lag,.. he exclaimed as | erously cut support gave way andtow

came rushing Into the room, her hair to got away leaving the coat and bow. renlaced the weapon. “You made : trunk began rushing down. KnoAn*
curl papers and a blanket thrown He held out his left arm with a laugh. Hme la coming." The Spider that to toll with It meant death.tito-
t,bout her, while Ralnface. acting upon “He lust raked my arm. but it Qed I leaped sideways Into an
lhe orders of Morgan, brought a hot- doesn’t amount to much. The gu „yes , t yer telegram. I could ' tree, autchlng wildly ati&je j>1
tie of whisky from a locker and gave; a «?• baTC come up with the Indian and the 1 aa he sought to stay his fall. b_ -----
pressed It to Davis’ Ups. Revived by III heal It for you _ Buttliat coat n but Itb(meht rd better take e 1 good fortune he finally checke|LBm|J*r . 
the stimulant, the patient eat up. and bow—one belonged to Uncle ond BMd , B | „d brought up hanging to

"Teh u, what happened to you ” the other «^atac®’ „Tbey X mountain. Well, now I’m here, one arm. Slowly, painfully heW»
crlccLEthel as the victim of the Hawk » kept In the harness room. supporting branch with jjto ettar

w .»..»« e. w : h-. ...
“You and I had bettor stick together, ending by saylnB. w • onnoslte side of tb^Pta"
Davis. Maybe It was life mysterious “As soon as ***** a^af’ | ^.wk ZTt hi. 
stranger ot last night”, X. show yourself and lead:hlm on Don t the^H.^ ^ hlmself- .pdfdnwtog

*‘Yes,” responded John verj^soberly, let him catch you. Jus g c i H iTCp leveled It fit thrcUnfllfL
••It looks as though we might raed each to fix the thing up, then make a cire e 
nth*r*9 h#ln** end meet me .here tonight Get me? . man.

That afternoon when John and With a nod the Spider turned and j w«« pnt by tbe fi^llebbroke-
Ethel. werAwLthe stable looklngrat went up the canyon. Providtog Id - beneafh the*we1gbt 0f the ofle wtah 

dIRrses, UlmBan crept Into the cel- self with snowehoes and a smo . . fmm 1L .,
lar beneath tltoHddn. F.xamlnlng the shovel and bbw vtolch be ®”nc®”led i Uk# a vJiiing rocket Jofi plonge» 
ceiling Ills eye alighted upon a knot beneath his coat, Morgan met Davis , ■ X

I hole In toe floor, and carefnl.y be at toe door. He addressed the other gBQQHD wJkoVtA-
I noted Its location. Then drawing a. "Suppose we keep together until we l_

'
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Morgan, on the roof of the lean-to, 
again thrusts with his lance at the 
breast of the prostrate Jphn upon his 
bunk below. Again the point of the 
great bowie knife Just grazed him as 
John, by a desperate twist of his arm, 
diverted it, allowing It to plunge It­
self into the mattress upon which he

.

:

lay.
Just as the knife burled Itself In 

the mattress It was violently swayed 
eldewlse and stood there quivering, as 
though the long rake handle to which 
it was strapped had been released by 
the hands which had held It from 
above.

,

: mi

As Morgan upon the roof made his 
wlto toe lance at toe onelast

below whom he was endeavoring to 
slay, from out of toe darkness a lariat 
came whistling and tightened over his 
shoulders as he knelt there. From 
the ground there came a vicious Jerk

m
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;
1

of sight the Hawk returned to ftmi1 Hi Üf
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I
i
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-Closed With Hie Treacherous Enemy.

9Supon the rope, and the would-be as- 
Bassin came tumbling to the earth, 
where he lay stunned In a drift of 
snow.

Within the lean-to Davis, now that 
the attack upon him had ceased, quick­
ly threw off the entangling blanket and rowed Itself Into toe side of the rooun- 
got upon his feet Then pulling on his tain. From a tiny ledge of rock where
boots he picked up his gun. rushed to jt had been placed, a lantern cast Its 
a low window and threw It open.

Through the darkness lie obtained 
a momentary glance of a rapidly van­
ishing human figure as It sped up the man 
mountain side. The" window from 
-which lie looked was upon the side of 
the lean-to, while the senseless Hawk 
Morgan was lying across the end.
Pausing only long enough to fix the 
picture of the fleeing man In his mind,
John leaped through the window and 
started In hot pursuit.
* Morgan regaining his senses Just at 
this moment slowly raised himself to 
a sitting posture In the drift. The 
cold air and snow had swept the fog 
of Insensibility tract his brain and 
for a few seconds he remained silently 
watching the figure of John ns it was 
swallowed up by the darkness. Then 
arising he threw off the lariat that 
had caused hint his tumble and once 

scrambled to the lean-to’s top.

Half a mile away from the cabin 
and high up to the face of a cliff, 
screened from observation above by a 
big overhang and also sheltered from 
sight from the other side by a lip of 
ragged rock, a small cave had bur-

»

yellow flood of light over the stone 
walls and floor of the place. Stand­
ing In \ the center of the room was a 

who was smooth shaven, wrinkled 
and old; the sole occupant of this 
hidden retreat ; the Recluse of Mys- . hands in lier anxiety Ethel bent over 
tery Mountain. him. white Ralnface severed lhe bonds

As he stood panting from his ef- by which the Hermit had hound hint 
forts of the run and after detaching before he toad brought him there and
the rope by which he had gained totS""'h«fled the stone against the building, 
place alter escaping from Davl< his Bridget, awakened by the commotion,
eyes chanced to glance from the en­
trance and to the side of the precipi­
tous descent close at hand, and an in­
voluntary gasp escaped him. For down 
the side of rock toe body of a man 
was plunging to a fall that seemed 
must result to certain death.

Throwing his rope In a swift turn 
about a Jutting piece of rock, he i 
grasped both ends firmly and began ; 
letting himself down. Reaching a 
place where he could secure footing 
he released toe end of the rope that 
he had .been paying out, and drawing 
It to him threw it In loose loops over 
his arm. Then running to the edge 
of toe ledge upon Which he fad’d found 
a foothold he looked down Just In 
time to see John bringing up In a 
small avalanche of snow.

Swiftly, the Hermit acted. Again 
making his rope fast he lowered him-

I
aF‘. • :>

marc
From here lie pulled out the lance, re­
leased the roof board and tossing the 
lance toward the bam sprang to the 
ground and started to pursuit of 
Davis.

Taking a short cut which he had 
noticed that afternoon. Hawk gained 

■ rapidly upon the one he was pursuing, 
the result being that presently die was 
close upon the other’s heels. It quick-
ly became apparent that the strange self to the pile of snow anfl approach- 
figure which was In the lead knew ing the prostrate form bent over It. 
the mountain side perfectly, for de- Faint signs "of life were visible, and 
spite the strenuous endeavors of Davis taking a hitch around the silent figure 
the other man a little more than held he climbed back to the mouth of his 
his own In the flight. It was but a few cave and began hauling the limp form 
moments later that the stranger gained up. It was a diflieult task and few 
the summit Of the ridge, where for a men could have performed It, but the 
fleeting instant he was outlined against arms of the old Hermit of the Moun- 
lh, sky, then .with a leap he vanished, tain were like t^irs of Iron, and foot 
In that second when he had been re- by foot the burden-arose. Aÿtoe end 
vented clearly Davis had raised his of several mfnfltee of eeveFe labor, 

hut before he could pull the trig- the limp form was depoaltetThpen too 
ger the leap and disappearance had floor of toe cave. v

and the weapon fell unused to Again bending ever toe t 
his side. he had elevated totals plaj

He thrust the pistol back Into his Hermit carefully Ntamjd > 
belt and once again pressed on, cloeely to me as It ran be to you.
followed by the Hawk. He 9t lif* IB atilrii brief myself attacked in the night by some-
the summit of the ridge and looked seemed to btened hne wb0 was trying to spear me from
about but no one was In sight «4^ examination ta 1 t,Je roo( of tbe lean-to. Somehow I

And In that tournent the Hawk, himself up. * dlg- be mnr. ] managed to save myself, then as the 
creeping up on him from behind, gave a<1('i *pagh as ! attack ceased, I Jumped from the bunk
him a violent push. With a cry and mured. y Wg ,H„, lookt,d 0ut of the window. I saw
a futile upflinging of his arms. John a hickory knot P I | fi„urP fleeing up the mountain find
reeled and disappeared even fis sud- head ^alns something In toatjum- . a figure fie ^ P ^ u Tan|sbed
denty as had the one who had preceded bte Bnd 'or *, it all j over a cliff, and as I stood there won- I
him. Ik... 66 ; dering, something thrust me violently

STXlmlÏÏMÀ F« 4 moment M MdPfl looking from behind I tell and knew noth-

Broke Beneath His Weight.

«tm.
whomcome treachery was once 

speak. He shook his head.
“It is almost as much of a mystery 
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