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SOME LESSONS FROM THE
SAVIOR'S MIRACLE AT CANA

The Sympathetic Chirist Always Does
Things in Abundance and Will Never
Fail in Direst,Extremity.

Washington report: A remarkable
fllustration of the ubiquity of English
speaking people -is furnished by ‘the
requests that have reached Dr. Tal-

mage in Northern Europe for a ser-
mon in out of the way places where
he did not expect to find a single per-
son who could understand him. There,
as here, he presents religion as a fes-
tivity and invites all the world to
come as guests and joln in its holy
merriment; text, John ii.,, 10: “Thou
hast kept the good wine until now.”

! This chapter invites us to a mar-
riage celebration. It is a wedding in
common life, two plain people having
pledged each other, hand and heart,
and their friends having come in for
congratulation. The joy is not the less
because there is no pretension. 1In
each other they find all the future
they want. The daisy in the cup on
the table may mean as much as a
score of artistic garlands fresh from
the hot house. When a daughter goes
off from home with nothing but a
plain father's blessing and a plain
mother's love, she is missed as much
as though she were a princess. It
seems hard, after the parents have
sheltered her for eighteen years, that
in a few short months her affections
should have been carried off by an-
other, but mother remembers how it
was in her own case when she was
young, and so she braces up until the
wedding has passed and the banquet-
“ers are gone, and she has a cry all
alone.

‘Well, we are here to-day at the wed-
ding of Cana of Galilee. Jesus and hils
mother have been invited. It is evi-
dent that there are more people there
than were expected. Either some
people have come who were not in-
vited or more invitations have been
sgnt out than it was supposed would

accepted. Of course there is not a
sufficient supply of wine. You know
that there is nothing more embarras-
sing to a housekeeper than a scant
supply. Jesus sees the embarrass-
Jnent, and he comes up immediately to
reMaye it. He sees standing six water
pots. .He orders the servants to filf
them with water, then he waves his
hand over the water, and immediately
it is wine—real wine. Taste it and
gee for yourselves. No logwood in it,
no strychnine in it, but first rate wine.
I will not now be diverted to the ques-

lon so often discussed in my own
country whether it is right to drink
wine. I am describing the scene as
it was. When God makes wine, he
makes the very best wine, and 130
gallons of it standing around in these
water pots—wine 8o good that the
ruler of the feast tastes it and sdys:
‘Why, this is really better than any-
hing we have had. Thou hast kept

e good wine until now.” Beautiful

iracle! A prize was offered to the
person who should write the best es-
say about the miracle in Cana. Long
manuscripts were presented to the
competition, but the poet won the
prize by just one line descriptive of
the miracje: “The conscious water
saw its God and blushed.” :

We learn from this miracle, in the
first place, that Christ has sympatl s
with housekeepers. You might have
thought that Jesus would have said:
“I cannot be bothered with this house-
hold deficlency of wine. It is not for
me, Lord of heaven and of earth, to
become caterer to this feast. I have
vaster things than this to attend to.”
Not so said Jesus. The wine gave out,
and Jesus by miraculous power came
to the rescue. Does tbere ever come
& scant supply in yowur household?
Have you to make a very close cal-
‘¢ulation? Is it hard work for you to
carry on things decently and respect-
ably? If so, fon’t sit down and cry.
Don’t go out and fret, but go to him
who stood in the house in Cana of Gali-
lee. Pray in the parlor. Pray in the
kitchen. Let there be no room in all
your house unconsecrated by the voice
of prayer. If you have a microscope,
put under it one drop of water and
sée the insects floating about, and
when you see that God makes them and
cares for them and feeds them come
0 the conclusion that he will take care

f you and feed you.
J A boy asked If he might sweep the
Bnow from the steps of a house. The
lady of the household said, ‘‘Yes;
you seem very poor.” He says, “I
am very poor.” She says, “Don’t you
sometimes get discouraged and feel
that God is going to let you starve?”
The lad looked up in the woman’s face

nd said, “Do you think God will let

e starve when I 'trust him and then

o the best I can?’ Enough theology

br older people! Trust in God and do
‘the best you can. Amid all the worri-
ments of housekeeping go to him; he

19lll help you control your temper and
‘mez-\'lse yvour domestics and enter-
-ain your guests and manage your
lome economies.
I learn also from this miracle that
Christ does things In abundance. b §
think a small supply ©f wine would
ave made up for the deficiency. I
think. certainly, they must have had
Enough for half the guests. One gal-
Bon of wine will. do; certainly five
allons will be enough; certainly
ten. But Jesus goeseon, and he glves
them 30 gallons ardd 40 gallons and 50
gallons and 70 gallons and 100 gallons
&nd 130 gallons of the very best wine.
¥t ds just like him>dolng everything
on the largest and most generous
gcale. Does Christ our Creator, go
orth to make leaves’” He makes them
the whole forest full; notched like
fern or silvered like the aspen or
oad like the palm; thickets in the
pics, Oregon forests. Does he go
th to make flowers? He makes
nty of them:; they flame from the
ge, they hang from  the top of the
pevine in blossoms, they roll in the
wave of the viglets, they toss

r white surf In the spiraea—

ugh for every chjld’s“hand a flow-

nough fo make (for every brow a

7

chaplet, enough with beauty to cover
up the ghastliness of all the grave.
Does he go forth to create water? He
pours it out, not by the cupful, but by
a river full, a lake full, an ocean full;
pouring it out until all the earth has
enough to drink, and enough with
which to wash.

Does Jesus provide redemption? It
is not a little salvation for this one,
a little for that and a Ilittle for the
other, .but enough for all. ‘“Whoso-
ever will, let him come.” Bach man
an ocean full for himself. Promises
for the young, promises for the old,
promises for the lowly, promises for
the blind, for the halt, for the out-
cast. for the abandoned. Pardon for
all, comfort for all. Not merelyfam
all. comfort for all, merely for all,
heaven for all. Not merely a cupful
all, comfort for all, mercy for all,
gathered up into God's bottle, and
gome day, standing before the throne,
we will lift our cup of delight and ask
that it be filled with the wine of heav- |
en, and Jesus, from that bottle of
tears., will begin to pour in the cup,
and we will cry: “Stop, Jesus! We do
not want to drink our own tears!”
And Jesus will say, “Know ye not
that the tears of earth are the wine of
heaven?” Sorrow may endure for a
night, but joy cometh in the morning.

I remark, further, Jesus does not
shadow the joys of others with his
own griefs. He might have sat down
In that wedding and said: *“I have
80 much trouble, so much poverty,
so. much persecution, and the cross is
coming. I shall not rejoice, and the
gloom of my face and of my sorrows
shall be cast over all this group.” So
sald not Jesus. He said to himself:
‘“Here are two persons starting out in
married life. Let it oPe a Joyful oc-
caslon. I will hide my own griefs. I
will kindle thelr joy.” There are many
not so wise as that. I know a house-
hold where there are many little chil-
dren, where for two years the musl-
cal instrument has been kept shut be-
cause there has been trouble in the
house. ‘Alas for the folly! Parents
saying: ‘“We wlill have no Christmas
tree this coming holiday because there
has been trouble in the house. Hush
that laughing up stairs! How can
there be any joy when there has been
£0 much trouble?”’ And so they make
everything consistently doleful and
send their sons and daughters to ruin
with the gloom they throw around
them.

Oh, my dear friends, do you not
know these children will have trouble
enough of their own after awhile? - Be
glad they cannot appreciate all yours.
Keep back the cup of bitterness from
your daughter's lips. When your head
Is down in the grass of the tomb, pov-
erty may come to her, betrayal to her,
bereavement to her. Keep back the sor-
rows as long as you can. Do you not
know that that son may after awhile
have his heart broken? Stand between
him and all harm. You may not fight
his battles long. Fight them while you
may. Throw not the chill of your own
despondency over his soul. Rather be
like Jesus, who came to the wedding
hiding his own grief and kindling the
joys of others.

I learn from this miracle that Christ
is not impatient with the luxuries of
life. It was not necessary that they
should have that wine. Hundreds of
people have been married without any
wine.-We do-not read that any of the
other provisionsifell short. When Christ
made the wine, it was not a necessity,
but a positive luxury. I do not believe
that He wants us to eat hard bread and
sleep on hard mattresses unless we like
them the best. I think, if ecircum-
stances will allow, we have a right to
the luxuries of wine, the luxuries of diet
and the luxuries of residence. There is
no more religion in an old coat than in
a new coat. We can serve God drawn
by golden plated harness as certainly
as when we go afoot. Jesus Christ will
dwell with us under a fine ceiling as
well as under a thatched roof.

I learn, further, from this ndiacle,
that Christ has no impatience with
festal joy; otherwise he would not
have accepted the invitation to that
wedding. He certainly would not
have done that which increased the
hilarity. There may have been many
in that room who were happy, * but
there was not one of them that did
so much for the joy of the ’h@'“ g
party as Christ himself. He was 15?
chief of the banqueters. When the
wine gave out, He supplied it, and

has a right to the joys vé’t earth; he

heaven. Though tribulations and
hardships may come unto him, let him
rejoice, *“Rejoice In the Lord; ye righ-
teous, and again I say rejoice.”

I réemark again, that Christ comes
to us in the hour of our extremity.

before there was any embarrassment
or mortification. Why did he not
perform the miracle sooner? Why walit
until it was all gone, and no help
could come from any source, and
then come in and perform the mira-
cle? This is Christ’'s way, and
when he did come in, at the hour of
extremity, he made first-rate = wine,
80 that they cried out, “Thou hast
kept the good wine until now.”
Jesus in the hour of extremity! = He
seems to prefer that hour. In a
Christian home in Poland great pov-
erty had come, and on the week day
the man was obliged to move out of
the house with his whole family.
That night he knelt with his family
and prayed to God. While they were
kneeling in prayer there was a tap
on the window pane. They opened:
the window, and there was a raven
that the family had fed and trained,
and it had in its bill a ring all set
with' precious stones, which was
found out to be a ring belonging to
the royal family. It was taken up
to the king’'s residence, and for the
honesty of the man in bringing it
back he had a house given to him
and a garden and a farm.

Trouble came. You were almost
torn to pieces by that trouble. You
braced yourself up against it. You
said, “I will be stoic and will not
care. But before you had got
through making the resolution it
broke down under you. You felt
that all your resources were gone.
And then Jesus came. “In the fourth
watch of the night,” the Bible says,
“Jesus came walking on the seas.”
Why did he not come in the first
watch or in the second watch or in
the third watch? I do mot know.
He came in the fourth and gave de-
liverance to his disciples. Jesus in the
last extremity!

I wonder if it wili be 8o In our very
last extremity. We shall fall -sudden-
ly sick, and doctors will come, but in
vain. We will try the anodynes and
the stimulants and the bathings, but
all in vain. Something will say, “You
must go.” No one to hold us back, but
the hands of eternity stretched out to
pull us on. What then? Jesus will
come to u3, and as we say, “Lord
Jesus, I am afraid of that water; I
cannot wade through to the other
side,” he will say, “Take hold of my
arm.” And we will take hold of his
arm, and then he will put his foot in
the surf of the wave, taking us on
down deeper, deeper, deeper, and our
souls will cry, “All thy waves and
billows have gone over me.”

The wedding scere is gore now.
The wedding ring has been lost, the
tankards have been broken, the house
18 down, but Jesus invites us to a
grander weddmg. You know the
Bible says that the church is the
Lamb’s wife, and the Lord will af-
ter awhile come to fetch her home.
There will be gleaming of torches in
the sky, and the trumpets of God will
ravish the air with musie, and
Jesus will stretch cut his hand,
and the church, robed in white, will
put aside her veil and look up into
the face of her Lord, the King, and
the bridegroom will say to the bride:
“Thou hast been faithful through all
these years! The mansion is ready!
Come home! Thou art fair, my
love.” And then he .will put wupon
her brow the crown &f dominion, &nd
the table will be spread, amnd 1t will
reach across the skies, and the
mighty ones of heaven wilk.¢ome In,
garlanded with beauty and striking
their cymbals, and the bridegroom
and bride will stand at the head of
the table, and the banqueters, look-
ing up, will wonder and admire and
say: “That 1is Jesus, the Bride-
groom! But the scar on his brow
is covered with the coronet, and the
stab in the side is covered with a
robe!” And “That i the bride! The
wesariness of her earthly woe lost i
the flush of this wedding triumph!”

There will be wine enough at this
-wedding; not coming up from the
poisoned vafs of earth, but the vine-
yvards of God will press their ripest
clusters, and the cups and the tank-
ards will blush to the brim with the
heavenly vintage, and then all the
banqueters will drink *standing. Es-
ther, having come up from the bac-
chanalian revelry of Ahasuerus, where
a thousand lords feasted, will be there,
And the queen of Sheba, from the ban-
quet of Solomon, will be there. ,’And
the mother of Jesue, from the wedding
in Cana, will be there. And they will
agree that the earthly feasting was
poor compared with that. Then, lift-
ing their chalices in that light, they
shall cry to the Lord of the feast,
“Thou hast kept the good wine until
now!” !

THEIR GREAT MARCH.

A South African Paper on Canadians

so, I take it, He will not deny us the[* With Col. Plumer.

Joys that are positively festal.

I think the children of God have
more right to laugh than any other
people, and to clap their hands as
loudly. There is not a single joy de-
nied them that is given to any other
reople. Christianity does not clip
the wings of the soul. Religion does
not frost the flowers. What is Chris-
tianity? T take it to be simply a
proclamation from the throne of God

The special correspondent of the
Cape Times, with Col. Plumer, in the
issue of June 6th, says, under the
heading, = “The Canadians Great
March’:

The Canadians are represented with
the reiief columi by C Battery, Royal
Canadian Field Artillery, commanded
by Major Hudon. With Major Hudon
are Captain Panet and Lieutenants

of emancipation for all the enslaved,
and if a man accepts the terms of|
that proclamation and becomes free |
has he not a right to be merry? Sup- !
pese a father has an elegant man-’
sion and large grounds. To whom ]|
will h2 give the first privilege of'
these grounds? Will he say: “My|
children, you must not walk through
these paths or sit down under thesc
trees or pluck this fruit.. These are
for outsiders. They may walk in
them.” No father would say any-
thing like that. He would say,
“The first privileges in all the
grounds and all my house shall .,be
for my own children.” And yet men
try to make us believe that God’'s
children are on the limits and the
chief refreshments and enjoyments of
life are for outsiders and. not for his
own children. It is stark atheism.
There is no innocent beverage -too
rich for God’'s child to drink, there
is no robe too costly for him to
wear, there {s no hilarity tog great_.
for him to indulge in and ‘né house
too splendid for him to live in. - He

King and Leslie. Together with the
Queenslanders, the Canadians covered

‘an immense stretch of country to be

in at the relief. Marandellas, in Ma-
shonaland, was left_on the 5th May,
The 300 miles by colch to Bulawayo
was completed by the 8th. Twenty-
four hours stay in Bulawayo was
followed by three days’ railway trav-
elling to Ootsi. Thence during the
three following days the men were
marched across country seventy miles,
via Plumer’s Cam» to Molopo, where
the southern column were met. On
the banks of the Molopo River they
had their second rest of twenty-four
hours' duration. The next twenty-
two hours, including four hours’ fight-
ing, were spent in traveling twenty-
 five miles into Mafeking.

This morning being the Queen’s
Birthday, the whoie of the troops
under Col. Plumer’s command, gave
three cheers for Her Majesty, and
marched past the flag. Col. Plumer’s
force is now engaged in watching
the rallway from the.morth, to fa-
cilitate the bringlug in" pplie
which the peovle of
6till @adly inneed. ;

shall have a right to’ thes joys of

He knew the wine was giving out

INTERNATIONAL LESSON NO.IV.
JULY 22, 1800.

Peter’s Confession and Christ’s Rebuke—Matt.
16: 13-26,

Supt,—What 18 the  Golden Text?
School—If any man will come after
me, let him deny himself, and take up
his cross, and follow me. Matt, xvi. 24,

What is the Central Truth? Christ
is the foundation of His church.

What is the Topic ? The Christ.

What is the Outline? I The great
confession. II. The sure foundation. III.
Divine authority gived. IV, Christ's
deatri foretold. V. Conditions of disci-

pleship !

When was the Time ? July, A. D. 29,

Where was the Place? Caesarea
Philippl

‘Who wene the Persons? Jesus and
His disciples, . .

What are the Parallel Accounts?
Mark viii, 27-88; Luke ix., 18-27.

Commentary — Connecting Links.
Leaving the ‘“‘borders” of Phoenicia,
Jesus made a circuit to the southeast.
He crossed the Jordan and sought se-
clusion In Decapolis, southeast of the
sea of Galilee. Here He healed a deaf
man (Mark vii. 81-17), and fed four
thousand with seven loaves and a fcw
fishes. Matt. xv, 32-39. From Decapo-
Iis he crossed the sea to Dalmanutha,
supposed to be a few miles south of
Capernaum. Almost immediately His
encmies met Him again (Mark viil.
10-13), and He left them at once, cross-
ing the sea to the northeast and land-
ing at Bethsaida, where he had fed
the five thousand. Oa the journey He
warned them of the doctrine of the
Pharisees. Matt. xvi. 5-12, At Beth-
saida he healed a blind man. Mark viil.
22-20. He then journeyved north to
Caesarea DPhlilppi, near whi~h city the
events of this lesson took place.

13. Caesarea Philippi—“A city three
or four miles east of Dan, near the
eastern source of the Jordan River,”
Whom do men say—Christ did not
ask this question (1) for information,
or (2) because He desired the applause
of men, or (3) because He intended %o
form His course according to the re-
ply, but (4) becauve “He desired to
ground His disciples in the deepest
faith.” The Son of Man—This was a
title He frequently applied to him-
sell, but it was never applied to Him
by the apostles. It expressed His hu-
man, visible side.—Peloubet.

14. Some say, etc.—People held dif-
ferent  opinions . concerning Christ.
Some said John the Baptist returned
to life. Some Elias, who was to be
the forerunner of the Messiah;
others, Jeremias, “in accordance with
the tradition that Jeremiah was to
come and reveal the place where the
sacred vessels were concealed ;” and
others, one of the prophets.

15. Whom say ye—This was the de-
cisive moment in which the separa-
tion of the New Testament from the
Old Testament theocracy was to be
made. The hour had come for the
utterance of a distinct Christian con-
fession.—Lange. .

16. Simon Peter answered—He
spoke for all of the apostles. Thou
art the Christ—-The Messinh. The
Anointed One. Messiah is the Hebrew
and Christ s the Greek for “anoint-
ed.” Jesus was the one who was wan-
;ointed by the Father as Prophet,
Priest and King. Son of the living
God—*“God is here styled the living
God, because He is the author of all
life and existence; hence, self-exis-
tent, eternal.” .

17. Blessed art thou—Peter and the
apostles were blessed because they
had broken away from Jewish preju-
dices and had really accepted Jesusas
the Christ. Bar-Jauah (R. V.) — The
son of Jonah. Bar means son. Flesh
and blood—No human being hath re-
vealed it unto thee. Such knowledge
doee not originate in the human
mind. But my Father—God only can
reveal Himse!l.

18. Thou art Peter— “Petros,” the
Greek word for stone or a plece of
rock. This name had been given him
by Jesus when Jesus first met him.
John i, 42, and uron this rock—In the
Greek this *“petra,” or rock in mass.

19. The keys of the kingdom of
heaven—"Keys are a ‘symbol! of pow-
er and authority.” Peter and the
other gposties were to be the rep-
resentatives of Christ’s church on
earth, and they were given power
and authority to organize and estab-
lish His Church after His death.
Peter actually unlocked the kingdom
of Heaven to the Jews on the day
of Pentecost, when three thousand
were converted, and a little later to
the Gentlles. Shalt bind—'This is an
explanation of the gift of the keys.”
“To bind meant %o forbid, or to de-
clare forbidden; to loose meant to
allow; or to declare allowable.”—Mor-
ison. Bound in Heaven—Shall receive
the authority and sanction and ap-
probation of God. They were to -be
guided in the organlization of the
Church by Christ and the ' Holy
Spirit. .

20. Tell no man—The time had not
come yet to proclaim Him publicly.

21. an Jesus to show—Hereto-
fore He had spoken obsecurely, but He
now speaks plainly. Of the elders—
“The detalled enumeration of these
parties proves that there wasa gen-
eral conspiracy on the part of all
the Jewish authorities.”

22. Peter took Him—Aside, apart
from the rest. Rebuke Him—“He only
began; He was soon interrupted.”
This shows Peter’s boldness, and his
liability to be in the wrong. This
shall never be unto thee (R. C.)—This
was so contrary to the commonly ac-
cepted idea of the Messiah and the
coming kingdom, that Peter was not
ready to accept it.

23. Get thee behind Me, Satan—Sa-
tan means adversary. “Jesus did not
call His apostle a devil,” but He saw
in this suggestion a repetition of the
old temptation by which He was of-
fered the glory of the kingdoms of
the world without .His coming to the
cross.

24. Will come after Me—Will follow
My directions and be My d?nclp{&
Deny Himself—Christ shows t
apostlee the nature of His kingdom.
They must ‘“abstain from all indul-
gences which stand in the way of
duty.” Take up His cross—Whoever
would follow Christ must be ready
to endure affliction and even death
for His sake.

26. What Is a man profited—The
question implies that there is no
profit. Gain—Succeed in obtaining.
The whole world—Ite honor, wealth,
and the enjoyment of all its pleasures,

PRACTICAL SURVEY.
The tdme is near the close of Christ's

mission. In his early’ ministry mnr'ly
! the
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him. ‘There were two reasons for
eum'ltgvn tm?no'"};u priesis, R
of ¢ cl , 8C
and Pharisees.
great confession; Vs. 16.20. 9
Father in heaven.”
verses we mAy
learn that sensible evidences were not
sufficient to convince men that Jesus
was the Christ.

2. Christ's acknowledgment of the
confegsion. “Bjessed art thou.” True
blessadness  (happiness) consists , in
koowing Christy within, Thoun . art |
Peter—petros, a stone. Jesus ac-
knowledges him as one of the “living
stones” of the church.

4. The security of the church. “The
gates of hell shall not prevail” “Hell”
(Hades)—"‘the unseen.” ‘The invisible
powers against which the church and
the believer contend.

II. The cross revealed. Vs. 21-26.
There had been foreshadowings of the
cross before. Mark ix, 9, 10;. John ii.
19-21. But now He plainly declares
His passion. They had looked and were
still looking for a temporal kingdom.
Matt. xx.n‘fo. 12; Acts L 6. This talk
of humiliation and death they could
not understand. Peter, with his usual
impulsiveness, rebels and cries out, “Be
it far from Thee, Lord.”

Death in life and life in death. V. 25.
Sin has ro distorted our moral senses
that “things are not what they
seem.” Only he who chooses death to
sell now will know spiritual life here
and eternal life hereafter. John xil.
24-26.—J. 8. McGeary.
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The Week,

wm“v‘
Leading Wheat Markets.
Following are the closing prices ‘at
important wheat centres to-day:
Cash. Sept.
ChiCago .. .ov vee vee o0 $—— $082 3-8
New York .. 086 5-8
Milwaukee .
Toledo
Detroit, red ...
Detroit, white ... ...
Duluth, No. 1 north
Duiuth, No. 1 hard.,
Minneapolis, No. 1
northern
Minneapolis,
BER S s Bheens oo
Toronto Farmers’ Market.

Wheat—Two loads of red fall wheat
sold 1-2¢ higher at 72 1-2 to 73 1-Z¢,
two loads of spring at 721-2 to
73 1-2¢, and one load of goose at 72c.
Hay—Two loads of old hay sold
firmer at $12.50 to $13 a ton. No
straw offered. ‘
Potatoes—N_w potatoes are offeriig
more freely. While some sold to-day
at 50¢ a bushel, good stock fetches
60 to 80c a bushel. Old stock is in poor
demand and peddles at 30 to 40c a bag.
Butter—S.mall rece pts to-day sold to
a fair demand a¥ 17 to 18c.

Eggs—Light offerings to-day sold to
a mo’erate demand only at 14 to 15c.

Poultry—Chickens sold at 50 to 73c,
ducks at 70 to 80c, and turkeys at
9 to 1llc. Offerings were light and
demand rather weak.

Wool.

The market is very quiet and a
number of buyers state that they
are not offering for stock. Quotations
are steady at 16c for washed and
10c for unwashed.

Toronto Fruit Market.

Receipte amounted to 3,500 pack-
ages, all told. Trade good, with prices
steady, as follows : Strawberries, Hc
to 8c; raspberries, 6¢c to 8c; blue-
berries, 99c per basket. ; gooseberries,
80c to 40c for small and 50¢ to 80c
per basket for large; cherries, 90c
to $1 per basket for common, and $1
to $1.40 for sweet; red currants,
35¢ to 50c; beans, 15¢ to 25c; po-
tatoes, 75¢ per bushel. :

Cheese Markets.

Utica, N. Y., July 9.—Utica Dairy
Board of Trade.—Ch~ese, 87 lots of
7,325 boxes sold; large clizese, 8 3-4
to 8 7-8¢c., a gain of 1-8c. over last
week. Small cheese sold at 91-8 to
9 1-4c. Butter, 33 packages at 19 1-4¢,
130 packages at 20c.

Lindsay, July Y.—Victoria County
Cheese Board met this morning ; 1,775
boxes of June and July make were
boarded. 'Highest price paid was
9 3-4c.; 473 boxes sold at that figure,
balance at 9 1-4c. ;

Manitoba Crops.

Winnipeg, Man., July 9.—Manitoba
farmers are now wearing happy smiles
owing to the heavy rains of to-day,
following the general downpour of
Friday last and scattered showers of
Saturday. Every portion of the pro-
vince has been thorouglly saturated,
and crop prospects have improved 100
per eent. in consequence.

With the exception of places where
the grain had been blown down by
high winds before it germinated, it
took root, and is now growing finely.
The straw is short, but is heading out,
and the moisture and strength of the
s0il will now go into making heads
instead of straw.

Visible and Afioat.

As compared with a week ago,
the visible supply of wheat in Can-
ada and the United States has in-
creased 435,000 bushels; that of
corn has increased 2,160,000 bush«
els, and that of oats has increased
270,000 bushels.

Government Crop Report.

The United States Government crop
report, lssued yesterday, is bullish in
character. It shows condition of win-
ter wheat on July 1st, 1900, as 80.8,
against 82.7 a month ago, and 65.6
on July 1st, 1899, and 85.7 on July
1st, 1898. Spring whrat condition
on July 1st, 1900, 55.2, against 87.3
a month ago, 91.7 on July 1st, 1899,
nnd 95 on July 1st, 1898.

Corn condition July 1st, 1900 was
89.5, against 86.5 a year ago, and
90.5 two years ago.

Statisti¢ian Brown, of the New
York Produce Exchange, according to
indications reported by Agricuitural
Department July 1st, estimatescrops
as follows: Winter wheat, 333,769,
000 bushels, against 296,679,000 in
1899. Epring wheat, 176,589,000
bushels, agalnst 250,624,000 bushels.
Total wheat, 510,356,000 bushels, as
againgt 547,308,000.

The Government report on oats in-
dicates about 725,000,000 of bushels,
or 50,000,000 less than indicated in
June.
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Hay Crops of 1900.

In view of the crop prospects in
Canada, the United States, England,
France and Holland, prices are not
likely to be any lower than they have-

been for several months past. It is
now apparent that $he crop in On--

tracts arrive near exhaustion point a
smart rise may be estab:ished,far it ig

found quite impossible to cecure fur,:
ther shipments from either Franceori

string &
gency 18 especiaily noticeable in rd
8spect of {oreign clover  and straw, E
which are both held with extraordi-
nary temacity, partly because stocks &
are now most reduced, but also be- 3
cause crop prospects might almost be
regarded as bad. Clovers are being
cat, and fail to bulk at all satisfac-
torily, while the phenomenal , back-
wardness of the wheat plant remains
in spite of some very rapid progresy
during the past fortnight.”
Rain in Manitoba.

Manitoba has' had a good rain. All
wheat that had life in it will revive,
and where it is not too far advanced
will probably bear heavily. Until a
few days pass it will be impossible
to estimate the crop prospects under
the new conditions, tnt it is certain
that the situation 1s so greatly im-
proved that the hard times looked for
are probably far away. :

Bradstreet’s on Trade.

General trade is quiet at Montreal
now that the holiday season is at
hand. The movement is moderate
in wholesale circles. The improve-
ment in crop conditions has had a
somewhat reassuring effect.in busi-
ness cireles. Fall trade has been
good so far. Values show some
change this week, especially in -«
hardware, which is lower for some
lines. t

Trade at Toronto this week has
been [fair. The sorting trade has
kept up better than usual this
year, and the amount of fall trade
so far has been large. Payments on
4th of July paper were satisfac-
sory. Values of stople goods ~ are
generally firm.

In London this week there has
been a fair amount of business
done. Payme2nts on July paper was
good, and the outlook for fall trade
continues bright. Prices are being
well maintained.

There is8 much complaint among
the old-established retallers at coast
cities, 'especially in Vancouver, of
over competition. Business has
picked up a little the past three or
four weeks. The salmon season I8
now on, the lumber industry is act-
ive. Collections are rather slow. '

Crop damage reports are still have
ing a rather depressing effect on
Wwholesale trade at Winnipeg. Or-
ders are being cancelled by country
storekeepers. It is hoped, however,
that the first fears will pass off.
Collections are only fair.

Hamilton jobbers appear to be
getting their shave of the fall
trade. Values are still firmly main-
tained, and there is no appearance
of any weakness in staple goods.
Country remittances have been
very fair this week. %

THE WHEAT CROP. i

Manitoba has had some rain —
enough to justify the Sujerintendent.
of the Canadian Pacific at Winnipeg
insaying that the late rain had done
incalculable good to wheat and other
cereals. Sir Willlam Van Horne was
very optimistic in his remarks to
the Gazette before leaving Montreal
the other day.

“I think there 18 a good prospect
for a fair erop,” began the Chairman
of the C. P. R. Board, “notwithstand.
ing the doleful reports that arecom-
ing down from the west. The wheat
crop in the Northwest always Jooks
worse in dry time than it ‘really is,
the wheat stalks being short, and
the scarcity of the blades making i$
look thin and light, but short straws
usually give long heiads, and some of
the best crops we have ever had
came from straw which had a dis-
couraging look at tle end of June.
Now that suffici-nt" r.118 have come, *
I am very coniident that we wiil
have quite a different report from
the Northwest after a week _or
two.’

“What effect would a short wheat
crop have upon the Canadian Pa.
cific ?” Sir Willlam was agked.

“The C. P. R.,” he replied, 18 no
loager very much dependent on amy
one crop, and in this case I think
the ircrease In the mining business in
British Co'umbia will qu'te make up
any possible los in the. Northwest.
During the last half of last year,
and, in fact, up to within a month
or two, mining in that Province has
been almost at a standstill, owing
to the lator troubles. Nearly all the
important mines have now started
up activity, and many new ones are
coming in as shippers. Consequently,
I am pretty sure that the Canadian
Pacific will make as good showlnf
during the mext twe.ve months asl
did in the past. Even if the worst
fears for the Manitoba crops should
be realized, that the road will earn
its full dividend and more, I have
no doubt at all.”

That the Canadian Pacific is not
dependent upon the wheat crop to
earn a dividend is an astonishing bit
of news. It goes to show what a good
effect the construction of the branch
road through the Crow’s Nest Pass

has had upon the fortunes of that T

company. But the prospect of the
wheat crop Is very important tothe =
country at large. The moving of the
grain to market employs many rail- #
way, steamboat and elevatof laborers,
whose wages keep up the demand for
farm, garden and factory products.
The farmers of the Northwest sp2nd
the price of the wheat on clothing,
furniture, .groceries and hardware.
Best of all, the wheat of the North-
weet is an exportable product, which
goes to Great Britain to help pay for
imports from that country and to
settle the Interest on our national
debt. We all hope that Sir Williany
VanHorne’s anticipations of a good
crop may be more than realized, and,
incidentally, we could stand about
twenty-four héurs’ rain in this part
o the country. q

France’s Minister of public imstruc-
tin encourages art by an annual ex-
panditure of $38,600,000..°. This i
clhides support of the Ecole des B
Arg and .ten other schools
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