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MYSTERY GUN
A SURPRISE
[0 EXPERTS

——

New Departure in Ballastics
Says Former British Ord-
nance Chief K

GUN CAN’T LAST LONG

Is Unlikely to Survive After
the Firing of Hundred
Rounds

I'y Courier Leased Wire

London, March 25.—In the ‘“‘mys-
tery gun,” the name generally given
to the weapon with which the Ger-
mans are bombarding Paris from a
distance estimated at 75 miles, it ig |
frankly conceded by experts the

efemy has sprung one of the great-|

est surprises of the war.

General Sir Des:mgnd O’Callaghan,
formerly president ‘of - the' Army
Ordnance Committee, says of the !
Germag gun:

‘“The; projeoiiles muM: have been
fired from longer and heavier guns{

and with a more powarful propellant
than we have afiy knowledge of.”

From Paris nas come the suggés-
tion -that the ex.fra.ordlnary ran

age.
of the ﬂlght is completed, giving it

a fresh’ dmpetus. This theory ‘is |’

scouted by~ General O’Cailaghan as
is also the variant of it, that the
projectile is fitied with a propeller
enabling it to eontinue its journey
when it is no longer driven by the
projecting forece from the gmn.

“It would seem,” says General
G’Callaghan, “that a new departuret
in ballastic can alone account for
enormous range, which Ys three
times that heretofore  accomplished.”

One . expert  estimates that ithe
weight of the projectiles is . about
380 pounds and that it leaves the
gun with a muzzle velocity of about
4.000 feet per second, the gun hav-
ing an' elevation of about 65 de-
grees ‘‘which very quickly takes the
projectile’ inte a stratum of rarified
air in which" resistance is greatly
minimized."”

The strain upon the gun, he says,
must be enommous and probably it
would be unable to survive more
than a hundred rounds at the most,
the-cost of each being nearly £1,000.

All the experts agree that-at such
a tremendous range éven approxi-
mate accuracy is out of the question
and therefore the gun is only of use
where a target is présented on a
vast ‘scale, like Paris.

The object aimed at, they say, is
rather more ;moral than material,
but in both respects the gun like-
ly to prove less effective thah air-
Dlane raiders.

Shut Prisoners In.

Paris, March 25.—The prisor au-
thorities have decided mot to per-
mit prisoners to take exercise dur-
ing the bombardment. Prominent
persons now in the Sante ' prison,
however, wili be allowed to promen~
ade as usual at their own risk.

Former Premier-Caillaux and Sen-
ator Charles Humbert have awailed
themselves of this privilege.

Two or Three Are Plenty,

Geneva, March 25.—(By the As-
sociated -Press).—The long range
guns bombarding Paris, according 1o
a Vienna;despatch received here, are
of Austrian  manufacture, ' having
been made at the Skoda faetory.
The gun in /itself is; new, but its
novelty comes from a new type of
shell and the explosive gases -used

in the gun. ' There are said to be |’

only fwo or three of the guns.

WEATHER BULLETIN

Toronto Mar. 26

. ~The_ - depression
;ﬁixﬂﬂ “,*.Lwhlch was on the
Flonnw:ortnm Carolina coast yes-
| fu BE ACCOSEDOF torday morning has
HONADIE % '
developed and mov-
to Sable Istand
while the eool, wave
,which ~was to the
notthwards of Lake
.Superijor has also in-
‘creased in energy,
Snow  'is ifalling in
Qe Maritime provin-
Mld Jocal snow
are ‘oceur-

Fresh ito stronl nortpwest winds,
a few local spow flurries - ‘but gen-

|WILL: OVER-T

Allied Mxhtary Authontles
Expected to Retreat From

" Foe Dnvb

i TR R
By Conler Leased Wire

MFrench Front 1.n France,
onday, March 25—(By the
Associated Press) con-
fidence reigns that the Germans
last trump ‘in the world’ battle
will be over-trumped when the
proper  moment. comes. = The
allged military Mauthorlﬂes were

y the enemy's
snprem wonld ‘cause a
retreat until measyres could be
laken to check their -drive at
Allied positions, -

As always the attackers pos-
sessed the advantage of know-
ing exactly where. théy would
launch their onslanght, while
the defenders were . compelled
to await' development of the
battle before meeting  the on-
rush’ with. counter-measures.
There is every. sign in to-day's
pination tha e el sitack
n w ere is
somewhere in the neighborhood
of 1,000,000 Germans of all

. ) - n 9 &y
scen 'by the Allied general that

u stand would 'be’ made.
“BRAV.. RESISTANCE”

Berlin, Monday, March 26—
Via London—German tanks, re-
inforced by' captured - British
tanks, says a semi-official to-day
‘on-Sunday’s fighting~ in the
west “too< a leading part -in
breaking the brave ememy re-
sistance.”

Tanks attached to the Ger-
man divisions fighting below St.
Juentin, stooed the test brilliant-
ly, the statement says, and
their mobilit was universally
praised. All the tanks which
took part in the fighting are said
to have returned undamaged. It
was mainly due to their inter-
vention, the statement continues
that the tenacious resistance of
the British, especially the —ma-
chine guns, was broken. Troops
manning a concrete ' redoubt
near Urvilliere, is weported’: to
have been overpowered immedi-
ately by the tanks.

Themselves in New Po
Morning, When Foe.

By Courier Leased Wire.'

\

_jare makmgs,tlﬂ greate
+' the war offlce M;n‘

S TION BETTER.
Wasl s March 26.—In-
formation received to-day by
the :British -military attache,
Major-General James D. Mc-
Lachlan, is that the situation at
the_battle front decidedly im-
proved during yesterday. The
advices are based upon the re-
pulse "of the Germans ' to the
‘east bank of the Somme be-
tween Peronne and  Morschain,

U. 8. POSTS GASSED.
biker g:nday “March 2{5 2
F'rance, wemme
(By the’ Associatod Press) .—
-"The: American positions on a
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our infantry is retarding the G
been made and heavy losses inflicted on the enemy. Noyon' was evactated

: London, March 26.—The’ ﬂghtmg dmd/dDWn
ports; The' British established themsel
The Germans this merning be fneﬁ
British forces south of the Somme.
The German losses have been so
up reinforcements. from all parts of t
the fact that more than 70 dmmons (m th
gaged. The statement follows— . hi
e flghting died down during the nig ht.
new positions east of Roye and Albert.
“North 'of the Somme continuanee
developed. Attacks are reported to be
‘|against our troops and tho
“The enemy’s losses .continue to be s
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