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IL
A GREAT EPOCH
By Leon Trotzky

| suppose the Czars and the former priests who controlled the Mos-
cow Kremlin. never imagined that there would gather within its ven
erable walls representatives party of the
modern world. Yet this has happened. In one of the halls of the
palace of justice, still haunted by the melantholy shades of the ancient
the Third

of the most revolutionary

Czarist penal code, are sitting the delegates of Interna

tional. *
In truth, the tooth of war h?ﬂs done effective work in undermining
the walls of the Kremhlin.
This physical background for the Communist Congress is simply
taken

place in the ten or twenty years just passed, in the conditions of the

the external manifestation of the numerous changes that have

whole. world.

hg the of
Czarist Russia was the prineipal support of world reaction.
International Soecialist ¢ongresses, the revolution was
sented by emigrants whom the majority of the opportunist leaders of
Th

fanectionaries of parliamentarism were Mbued with an- unaklterable

Ficst.
In the

reproe

days the Seecond International, as well as of the

Russian
the European Socialists regarded with an ironical condesce nsion

convietion that the misfortunes of the revolution were the lot of semi-
Asiatie ‘Russia. while Europe might rely on a gradual, peaceful pain-
less development from Capitalism to Socialism.

In August. 1914, the internal contradictions that had been hf-d]n
up by Imperialism broke through the pacifie erust of Capitalism, with
legal liberties, and its politieal and other propo

its parliamentarism, :
From the pinnacle of eivilization, hamanity

sitions sanectified by law,
was cast down into a terrible abyss of barberism and bloody savager)
Although the Marxist theory had foreseen the bloody eataatruphv
the reformist Socialist parties were taken unawares. The prospect
of peaceful development vanished in thin air. The opportunists eould
sce no other duty than to invite the working masses to defend their
nationalistic bourgeois fatherland. On August 4, 1914, the Second
International perished ingloriously. Since that day, all true revolu-
tionists, the heirs 6f Marxist spirit, have had no other aim than 'o
create a new international for the implacable revolutionary struggle
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Imperialism has
All questions

against eapitalist society. The war unleashed by

thrown the entire capitalist world out of its equilibrium.
have been .revealed as revolutionary questions. The old masters of
soeial-patriofism have displayed all their talent in the effort 1

their former hes, and

pre-
serve the appearance of their former parties,
But

. .
war was the mother of revolution.

it ‘was no Onee more in history

The imperialist war was the mother

their old organizations use
of a proletarian revolution.

The honor of initiating & proletarian revolation belongs to the
Russian wbrking elass and to its Communist Party, hardened as it has
been in conflict. revolution, the Russian proletariat
not only opened the gates of the Kremlin to the representatives of the
International proletariat, but it also laid the cornerstone of the edifice

By its November

of the *Third International.

The ‘revolutions of the
spread of the Soviet movement and of eivil war, marked by the mar
tvrdom of Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg.
showed-that Europe did not have

Germany, Austria, Hungary, lightninge

and of how many name-

less thousands of nameless heroes,

at its disposal any other methods than those of Russia. The essentia!

identity of the methods in the struggle for Soecialism, which has bee
proved by experience, has permitted the creation of the Communist
International and simultaneously rendered immediately neecessgry the
eonvoking of the Communist Congress.

We

were witnesses and participants in one of the greatest events of the

This Congress .is in session within the walls of the Kremlin

The working class of the whole world has captured from
of the aneient Raussia of the

world war.
its enemies the most inaccessible citadel
and from this citadel it launches all its energies for the fina!l

What a joy

Czars,

confliet to fieht and live in such a time!

Concerning the White Terror

To the Editor of The Nation:

-—May 1 ecall your attention to eertain errors in an qdimrial'
paragraph in The Nation-of May.- 171 The real faets are bad ecnough
without being exaggerated, and constant efforts are being made to
minimize or misrepresent those facts. It must be rememberéd that the
civil war in Finland was started when the workers found that the
illegally selected White Guard element was entering into a eompact
with Germany and was arming itself to put down the Finnish workers
the
in insufficient ‘quantity,

Under these conditions, workers .got ammunition from Russia.

though
because the White Guard got efficient military support from Germany

and their Government was defeated

according to reliable information derived from
Finland,
ten thousand of them being shao:

Following this defeat,
an investigation recently conducted over fifteen thousand
men and women were exeeuted, over
down. with maechine guns in batehes of from fifty to five hundred by
the

and after the

Finnish White Guard and the German invaders, without any trial

civil war was ‘dll'c'mi: over. These figures should be
substituted for those contained in the paragraph above referred to
Aceording to the official figures of the White Guards eighty thousand
prisoners were in the prison camps shortly after the civil war was over
and the head of the official medical commission of the White Guard
Government, in a statement reprinted in Seandinavian €ountries ¢on
fesses. that at least ten thousand died of starvation in the prisou camps

You are-also i error in stating that the Socialist vote did not d
The figures

but considering that about fifteen thousand Soeialists fell in the

chine in the last eleetion. actually show. a shght

nﬂ'_
eivil war,

fa”:n;

ten thousand died of starvation in prison ecamps; and abou

fifty thousand fled to Russia, the conclusion is unavoidable that at leas
thousand. new voters must have
This they

Terror prevailed (and still prevails

seventy-five
ticket
Winte

with

supperted the Soecialist
the recent eleetions. did despite the faet that the

iy Finland, threatening
summary death anyone who dares to express epenly his abho
the the White

Guard Government suppressed most of the Socialist papers, ¢losed th

of Mannerheim rule; and despite the faet that

rence

labor halls, and prevented the Socialists from carrving on an eleet
campaign. o

The faets regarding General Mammerheim’s visit to Stockholm ar
these : Stoekholm,
on invitation of the kings of the three countries eoneerned.
Stockhohn, »
with still greater ceremony by the people of Stockholm, who stoned
Onis
the calling out of the army detachments in Steckholm saved him.  He
visited Copenhagen, and was accorded a similar demonstration b
the workers of that city. He did not dare visit Christiania, as th:
Norwegian workers threatened a general strike ¥ the “‘niass murder-

and Christiania
He visited
and was received with great ceremony by the king, but

He planned to visit Copenhagen,

him with bricks and bottles during his travel through the eity.
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