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THE SONG OF ALL THE AGES.

BY ‘anUN H. BADLEY, B. A.
From ereation’s morning blessing,
Through the ages ever pressing,
Rolls the song of adoration ever glad and joy-
fully,
And the happy notes of singing
- Year by year are ever ringing—
Ringing out the heavenly chorus—Patri Deo
gloria!

Like a grand and ancient story,
Clustered round with tullest glory,
Are the truths which come with comtort from
the golden history:
When the untried space was sounded,
And terrestrial walls were bounded,
Stars and angels joined the chorus—Patri Deo
gloria!

Wkhen the needed time was ended,
And the béavenly One descended,
Watching shepberds heard the music of the
seraph orchestra,
Singing joy for every Nation—
Singing joy for man’s salvation—

" Ever, new the gladsome chorus—Patri Deo

gloria!

Glory—for the great creation—
Glory—for a true salvation—

_ Glory for the hand that leads us to a blest

eternity,
Glory—for the ioy bere given—
Glory—for the hope of heaven—
Let the world take up the chorus— Patri Deo
gloria !
* THE UNREASONABLENESS OF UN-
BELIEF.

There is scarcely anything on which the
Christian Scriptures lay so much stress as
faith. Nothing bas occasioned greater contro-
versies in the Church—nothing has more excit-
ed tho opposition and contempt of the world.
For these reasons, as a subject ot closet medi-
tation, or a theme of discussion, from the pul-
pit or the press, it is not easy to overstate its
importance. According to the inspired volame,
faith is the instrument of our justification, re-
generation, adoption, sanctification, final per-
severence, and eternal salvation. Without
faith it is impossible to please God; and he
that believeth not shall be damned. If its
nature and operation have been perplexed by
polemical divines, that must not dimigish our
interest in it, but rather increase it. We must
give it the most sedulous and prayerful atten-
tion; and pursue all our investigations in the
light of reason, relation, and experience, so
that wo may not mistake the notions of men tor
the faith of God's elect. As it is rejected and
ridiculed by the mass of mankind, we must en-
deavor to ascertain the ground of their opposi-
tion and contempt. We must inquire into the
philosophy of unbeliet.

In our translation of 2 Thess. iii. 2, the
apostle is represented as praying ** that we may
be delivered from unreasonable and wicked

. men; for all men have not faith.” In the mar-

gin the word rendered *‘ unreasonable” is ren-
dered ‘‘absurd "-—which is of nearly the
same import. In Luke xxiii. 41, the word
atopos is rendered ‘ amiss” — it literally
means, without place, or, out of place—and
surely there is no proper place in the universe
for unbelief or disobedience. Many regard this
word as substantially synonymous with the
other word ** wicked.” But the Syraic assigns
to it the meaning of ** perverse,” which in-
cludes the notion of ‘‘ unreasonableness.”
The apostle does not mean to say that these
men are unreasonable and wicked in ccose-
quence of their destitution of faith, though that
may be said with propriety; but that they are

- destitute of faith because they are unreasonable

and wicked. This, therefore, is the philoso-
phby of unbelief; it springs from an uareason-
able mind and a wicked heart.

Let us see on what ground unbelief is brand-
ed as unreasonable.

This is certainly the very last charge which

-unbglievers expect will be made against them.

Unreasonable ! why, they are the chosen d-
ciples, the worshipers of reason! It is by rea-
son that they test all religious principles
and pretentions ; and if they bave no faith in
Christianity, it is because it is not sanctioned
Ly reason! And must it be said that these
men are unreasonable because they have not
1aith? A sober investigation will furnish the
answer. The startling paradox will cease to
surprise us when we have examined it.

In all secular concerns we proceed upon the
principal of credence.and that with ackaowledg.
ed reason—it is therefore unreasonable not to
do 80 1n the matter of religion.

No mag is born with a suspicious, incredul-
ous miad. We are all as paturally inclined to
receive and rely upon testimony as we are to
mingle in the society of our species. This, in
fact, is the foundation, the cement of society.
We cannot live a day without it. The ele-
ments of life are too numerous and variegated,
and our persopal, individual spbere of action
18 too limited, to allow of a different procedure.
All history, all correspondence between man
and man, education, friendship, commerce—
the whole social fabrio—rests upon the credit
basis. For this reason mankind have ever
been concerned in the maintenance of good
taith, and have adopted stringent measures to
prevent whatever might destroy or weaken it,
Hence liars and perjurers are not oply de-
nounced as injurious to the welfare but also

punished as fatal to the very existence, of so-
ciety. Aod bad as human nature is—inclioed
as we may be to go astray from the womb
speaking lies—our own personal interests, as
well as the welfare of society at large, are so
bound up with truth and credeace, that, unless
_there be some strong sinister consideration in
the way, the former is rarely violated, and, ex-
cept when circumstances are pregnantly sus-
picious, the latter as seldom withheld. The
principle of faith, therefore, must occupy a

prominent position in any religious system, if

it be adapted to the nature of man and the con-
stitution of human society. ‘* The words of the
apostle,” says Coleridge, in his first lay Ser-
mon, ** are literally and philosophically true:
We (i. e., the buman race) Uvc by faith.
Whatever we do or know that in kind is differ-

ent trom the brute creation, has its origin in a
determination of the reason to have faith and
truth in ifself. This, its first act of faith, is| Christianity.
scarcely less than ideatical with its own being.
Implicite, it is the copula—it contains the pos-
sibility—of every posision, to which there ex-
ists any correspondence in reality. I meau, '
that for the confidence which we place in the | it the credence it demands.
assertions of our reason and conscience, we
could have no certainty ot the reality and ac- |00 proof of its trubt. They may act un’r the
impulse of fanaticism or superstition, th® pro-

duct of morbid fervors and fears, alike incap-
and who comprebends perfectly the capacities able and intolerant of reason. Ignorance and
and wants of his earth-bBorn children, has so
framed aad adjusted the principles and requisi-
tions of religion as to make them correspond
with the character and condition ‘of those for
whom they are designed.
dure would be incongruous and absurd—nay,
it is impossible. There can be no religion, of
Divine organization, that does not elicit faith.
Religion, if it be from above, must have its
revelations—these must be credited on the » .
evidence of their divimity, by those to whom fession; and yet they bave pronounced it true,
they are made; their testimony, on the evi-|" . .
dence furnished of its truth, must be credited "’: and '?bn“y ,.tbe eatirs ?blence ot bypo-
by those to whom it is delivered. The religion | Y sudinfatustion. The philosopby of human
thus made known assumes necessarily an his- | "2%T will enable us to account for the rejec-
toric form, and as such must be received by | “°° of the" gospel by unbelievers, wlfether
And is there anything | SCient or modcr.n,' ravages or savants, without

Is it wondertul toat we |2Hectiog its credibility ; but it is impossible to

tual witness of the material world.”

He who formed the spirit of man within him,

A contrary proce-

taith if received at all.
strange in ' this?

He possesses

For

ences ot religion.

There may be

Mankind in

But it is almost

will concerning us.

the Christian religion.

minds to its dogwmas.

do not offer themselves to the homage of our| . .
faith, without presentiug the credentials and g::):‘i’.:z"l’b::':’f;:; im::; 'L;fd::e,nu::il bh:;
and a half at a time, to wield pulpit power, and
ity are patent—they thrust themseives upoa|*™*Y the intellect and soul of thousaads:—
" They| His late preaching did not altogetber lose,
it| though it did not sparkle so brightly with its
former passages of beauty. The flowers bad
ripened into fruit. With great increase of
point and efficiengy, be clave more strictly than
when young to the course of ideas-—not of
language—suggested by the previous prepars
tions. wThere was less of digression into those
almost irresistible topics ot remark with which
impudent beresies, the follies of what are called
the leaders of thought, aud the dogmatisms of
modern magazines and newspapers, so serious-

testimonials proper to authenticate and sanc-
tion their claims. The evidences ot Christian-
our notice and solicit our investigation.
cover over the entire system—they uuderlie it
—they are interwoven with all its parts; so
that you canonot study the Christian® religion
without examining the grounds on which it
challenges your faith.
Christianity are facts in a doctrinal form, and
the facts are principles historically presented.
It the principles prove erroneous when brought
to a competent moral standard, the pretended
facts on which they rest must be no better
than cunningly-devised fables; if the pretend- ; s y
ed facts are overthrown by the proper bistoric ly annoy sensible Chusunns.l.. H.e. came to h.ve
test, the doctrines cannot stand. Under those | 8bove that world also,and lifted his people with
circumstances, can anything be more reason- | him; ignoring rather than contradicting it.
able than a patient investigation of the claims y h M
of Christianity ? If it is absurd in the pagan | test against something *‘ too bad,” some black,
to receive the Shaster without inquiring if it
may not be false, is it not far more absurd in
the infidel to reject the Bible without first in-
quiring if it may not be true? And we have
yet to learn that this inquiry has ever been

The principles of

should be obliged to rely upon testimony for | 2¢c0unt for its reception by the glorious com-
the great facts and principles of our religion, | PAY of the apostles, the goodly fellowship of
when every day of our lives we ae taking al-| the Prophets, the noble army of martyrs, the
most everything else upon trust—especially ?oly'Church througbout the world—compre-

d hal hil
g

when we are not called upon to embrace a| ™ Sl e, civili._n‘o. .
single point, except on satisfactory evidence, toriaos, men familiar with the laws of evidence
with the superadded assurance that if we com- and the tests 91’ falseliood, t.he lea?t likely to
ply with the stipulated requirements, we shall, b» concerned 10 aay way with an imposture,
by & subsequent in | demonstration, know | ©XC¢Pt t0 eXpose it—it is impossible to account
of the doctrine whether it be of God? S ;
would be reasonablé” emough to reject the | ™itting its truth. It is absurd to deny its cre-
claims of any religious system which did not in dibility wbe'n it produces vouchers so numer-
this way correspond to those conditions of hu- | ©U% 50 Various, so respectable. It is not to
manity; bt certainly nothing can be more be won.dered at that Chrigianity should be a
palpably unreasonsble than to reject one be- stumbhng-b'lock to the Jew and foolishness to
cause it recognizes those conditions and adapts the Greek, inasmuch as it disappoints their un-

1t | for their reception of the gospel, without ad-

boly expgctations, crosses their selfish®whims,

Let it be observed, too, that man wants a ex.poleu thei dq.'?vity ' .md denounces their
religion, and none has ever been offered to his ;:nmesh, e 80"“.’1 is against them, and then.a-
stotpteens & il wosthy of.. i attention x- ore they Alrellgmnsf. the gospel. But tb.ere is
cept that of the Bible; it is, therefore, uorea- ;?Z,: :x:r:cedc(); " m“": r:corded' in the
sonable not to examine the evidences by which ot e 0 Bard (o halieve, aa
it challenges his faith.

A capacity for religion distinguishes man
from the inferior creation.
powers which may be so developed as to en-
able him to maintain correspondence with the
skies, and communion with the Creator.
this purpose he needs the supernatural influ-
And the various religious
systems which men bave devised, in the ignor-
ance and perversity of their minds, show that
this great want is an original, fundamental
desideratum of our nature.
some tribes of men sunk to so low a depth of
intellectual and moral degradation as to have
almost lost the idea of God and that of a future
state; and there may be some in Christendom
who have succeedéd to a considerable extent
in their efforts to unlearn the lessons ot the
nursery, being as nearly assimilated to the
brutes that perish as the aborigines of New
Zealand, ‘ having no hope, and without God
in the world.” Our present inquiry has noth-
ing to do with cases so extreme.
general believe in the existence ot God and in
the immortality of the soul.
impossible to believe these two great funda-
wental points in all religions, without admit-
ting that our lives ought to be affected by
them—they ought to exert some influence upon
our habits of thought, feeling, and action.
there 1s a God, we ought, if possible, to ac-
quaint ourselves with his attributes and his
If there is a future state,
we ought, if possible, to ascertain how it is
related to the present life, whether or not the
latter is probationary and introductory to the
If there is any system that can en-
lighten us on these momentous subjects, it
must be worthy of all acceptation.
be denied that this is the professed object of| and
And there can be no| 8er Rowe. With a Biograpbical Introduc-
exigencies of argument which will force us to tiou by Thomas Percival Bunting. Lon-
institute a comparison between the Bible and K ,
the Koran, the I‘;ible and the Zendavesta, the Tf" kn?w Mr. B‘““"‘{l was to love aod " ad-
Bible and the Veda, the Bible and any other . h‘fn' He was widely known., greatly ad-
system, either philosophical or mythological, f“'mf“‘ 1‘nt,emely loved. lng'ood v.une.—-n least
to show that, whether true or false, the Chris-|'® fair time—we bave .ber.e his melfzorml. The
tian . Scriptures demand our first attention, as bmg".ph'f:‘]_ mu.'oducnonuexce‘edmgly 8" phic
being infinitely more likely than any of the and discriminatiog ; the rcndering ¢_)f hl.l bro-
rest to afford us- the information we need. | tDer’® character by Mr. T: P. Bunting is very
Independeat of all other considerations, the Maithful and true, and bn‘llimfl? elear. The
aspect of Christianity will pot allow it to be set preacher, the friend, the sick visitor, the coun-
aside for Mobsmmedanism or Paganiam, s0 cellor ~of counselloys, the watchman for the
that a man would turn Hindoo or Turk, 1ather | truth, is set forth as _he was. Mr. Bunting de-
than Christian, to obtain the knowledge of \fends tbﬁ length of h'_' benthies’s sutinons i bﬂte
God and to solve the problem of immortality. | ™® think tbat he might b'lve fnlte.red in bis
But io chailenging our regards, Christianity loyaltyto the de'ceued. '“hmft bel.ng blame-
does not demand the blind submission of our | #ble- Mr. Bunting was sometimes immensely
Howsoever pure and long. lndeed, in or out of .the pu'lpn. he ap-
sublime they may seem to be—bow much so- p_eare&o have no sense of time or its passage.
ever they may correspond with our potions of Nevertheless we bave much sympathy with the
God, drawn from nature and other sources— remarks bl a.re about to quote.‘ We may no.t
how well soever they may appear to be adapted inprobably live to see Metbodist sermons uni-
to the charactsr and condition of man—they versally degraded 1.nto smooth and neat ser-
monettes, while High Church preachers, like

that Christianity is false, and yet credited by
myriads who bave the best means of detecting
the deception and no motive to conceal it.
The miracles of the Bjble Qemonstrate the
divinity of its doctrines; and the importance
of the latter justifies the performance ot the
former; it is no marvel, therefore, that on a
thorough examination of their evidences, both
should be pronounced credible. *But to believe
that a fable, concocted by a doszen obscure
Jews, should be propagated by them in the
face of the bitterest persecutiou, terminating
in death; should be credited as truth by men
who at the time, and on the spot, had every
facility to detect the imposture, and no motive
for collusion; and that the grounds of their
faith should be tested and approved in every
succeeding age down to the present, by myriads
of every grade of rthind and condition in life,
including multitudes of the most intellectual,
most accomplished, most virtuous of our
species, who suffered the loss ot all things—
the spoiling of their goods, the surrender ot
their liberty, the sacrifice of their friends, the
assassination of (heir character, the torture of
their bodies, for the testimony which they held ;
to believe a propositiou so enormous is the
credulity of mfidelity—it is a prodigious ab-
surdity, the parallel of which can scarcely be
found among all the eccentricities and perver-
sities of the buman mind.

Nothing more is needed, ‘though much more
might be adduced, to show the unreasonable-
ness of unbelief.— Nashville ddvocate.

If

|From London Watchman ]
LITERARY NOTICE.

Memorials of the late Rev. Wm. M. Bunting:

It cannot bein%Selectiom from his Sermons, Letters,

oems. Edited by the Rev. G. Strin-

don: Wesleyan Cenference Office. 1870.

That multitudes-embrace a religious system is

wmbecility on the one hand, worldly wisdom and
sinister designs on the other, may give currency
tothe most palpable impostures. But this
does not concern the present argument. Christ-
ianity has been subjected to every known test—
by men of every grade of intellect—of every
rang in lite—of every clime and every age
—by men whose passions, prejudices, educa-
tion, associations, babits, and aims were all
opposed to its principles, precepts, and pro-

and given every possible proof of their sincer-

honestly and thoroughly made without result- | the frequent expression of his indignation,
ing in a satisfactory conviction of the truth of | Were these tawdry vestments the ** beautiful |

!gnrmeuts of *“Zion ?" these awkard gestures |

The testimony which challenges our faith | the struggles of her awakening ** strength ?”

bas been considered satisfactory by millions | these doggrel parodies, and this bad ballad-
who have candidly and thoroughbly examined

it—it is, therefore, unreasonable not to yield  cessions of long-visaged and short-witted |

“ music, the lifting up of ber voice ? these pro- |

priestlings her getting *‘ up into the high’
mountains ? this mumbliog of the wide-open |
Bible her loud summons to the ** cities of Ju- |
dab,” to ** behold” their **God?” My bro-|
ther's soul resented the whole thing. He wu;
one of the first, too, to detectand denounce the |
pretentious neology which meunts the pulpits
of cathedrals, taints even' religious literature,
is received, a familiar and welcome guest, into
religious families, and, * whilé men sleep,”
is makiog sure and fatal ppogress. Yet his
general tone was such as I have indicated—
quiet, fervent, and uaworldly. What I may
call his state appearances, when preaching be-
fore the Conference, or on bther great occa-

‘* among them that are perfect” that even apos-
tles * speak with” more abundant ** wisdom ;"

own brethren, he gained power from a sense of
special respousibility, and confidence from their
unfailing charity.

He was most careful in his attention to every
detail of the service of the sanctuary. Heread
the Holy Scriptures with the empbasis of a
man who understands them, and does not think

to, rather than before, the people. At evening
services he often expoundedithe lessons. The

sions, were very happy and-dignified. It is| 70 divers Sparrows which perched themselves

i " ! , abo!
e, ing M - *‘ e of - Ms (houlbol.ﬂ,olnlold'hlhor, Dated ut

oth Christ, No sparrow falleth to the d o o
Q“widw\n your loluml; Father's sov. m‘r:‘:ﬁ: Ho.w‘ m a Chritian capitalist forego such pos-
Who guides you hither, in your sunny round ? | sibilities P

—— —— o> one ~
Still Th’ﬁeonforu do not fail, gvorld. It promotes business, it gives indus- | gained by ope church, and lost by the other,
Still Thy bealing sids avail ; | trial occupation to the poor, it prempts inven- | and simply because the young men were social.
P ‘,;'.:"‘ Iomate of my breast, | tion, it advances civilization. Wealth is capit-| Young men and young women of our church-
. S5 ot ot £ s Mok |al, and there can be no grand industrial enter- | es, never leta stranger go gy without notice,
O, be merciful to me, !prin. no advanced civilization, without capit- | never let that chilling feeling ot loneliness come

FsN:h‘i' in bitterness for Thee '
r, pardon, through Thy Son,
Sins against Th;g;‘irit done !

MY DESIRES.
Before daylizlt. in upsitting Asthsma.
Nov. ’8, 1

Lord, all my desire is before Thee.

thase its noblest uses. The grateful recogni-

al. Money can have the highest consecration; over any person in the house of God. It should
[it can- establish grand and perpetual jnstitu- [be your pleasure to make every stranger at
| tions af edueation, of charitable and séientific | bome. Try it, and your reward will be specdy.
“ | relief to buman suffering, of religious porpa- | —Christian at Work.
gandism. It is astonishing that successful

855, business men do not more generally perceive| REV. JOHN TODD, D. D., AND THE
i X NES.

A spase of oprinkled blood, 1on of communities, and of posterity, is

With griet for sin forgivea ;
A gladness,—an o(t-‘nz‘:
f peace; a constant heaven :

A life of righteousness,

: for the fame of a De Vinci, a Rapbael, or
on the Branches of a Plane-trce in. front of

my Casement.

844.)

REV. ALBERT BARNES
a

; : - Rev. Joba Todd, D. D., of Pittsield, Mass.,
: ol "",':‘:’:;""“ :’ :'::‘“:", Yh:: snd Rev. Albert Barnes, of Philsdelphia, bave
ng flood, which lrich“nl o i thcm:lqvu in bos- | ©8ch recently made contributions to the news-
pitals, colleges, church edifices, pablic librar- | PAPeT literature of the day concerniog old
iss? In these it has beed justly observed, |Proschers.—Neither of them take the most
they may live ou, ages after death, a more of- cheerful views of extreme old age, though Mr.
S ¥ s Barnes exhibits ‘a spirit rather more elastic
Sostive Nl then they over bed in thp Sheh, o than Mr. Todd. T;opler in enumerating
with ever-augmenting rewards in eternity. ol Trlyoci -y
Many a man of wealth would give his fortune - of clarggtma, S Qs s My Mt 1

a| °* The first great trial of the old preacher is,

% . | to feel that bie has done his work—is o long-
?f‘““'h"“"m‘l" '::‘:"’“’l‘?""”l‘ o = ?’& er needed, and must be set aside. The world
m::l’neu “d' eq,urly Mn‘. and :on no longer looh.w bim. When & hwye.r re-

fal N S e urog of the world, | Te® from public speaking, be can go to his of-

fice and do office business. Probably eight-
tenths of all the law business in the Conynon-

Quoth Faith, It is my Heaveunly Father still.| We believe that a just, a really sober view of weakihls dpu s he 90y Whaen o physieisn

retires from visiting his patients, he can to go

o s ; _ | this subject, would make an epoch in Christian
Go(c}l::n.tuftun:.u::“‘ by ::::::’.“h d:;:l::l:z;- civilization, and we are not without hope that

Des ' . g : :
that he can make them better than they are; God oell:dc blythe sparrows, in His thoughtful | Examples occar in England snd this country

ove,
To sit and sing beside a downoast sinner.

bymns were very carefully choseu; not picked | Ye peep into my \"’m. as ye would say,

wealth is yet destioed to such a consecration.

increasingly. They may yet become a rule,
rather than an exception, among Christian
capitalists. Not until then will sound reason

his office and still carry on his consultations ;
but when the minister bas done public speak-
ing, be bas no such resource.”

Not ** in any way to prove a distress to his
people,” Dr. Todd bas tendered bis resigna
tion, the same to take effect January 1, 1871.

Yet, now and then there came a vigorous pro-

naked, offensive falsehood, some stifling nar-
rowness, some carnal sciolist talking ** exceed-
ingly proud.” At prevailing ritualism in all
Churches,and particaiarly in what was to him the
dear old Chureh of England, he could not help

up at random, in & hurry, but sooght out and
set i order ; the last generally putting into the
mouths of the congregation, in the shorter
fornis ot verse, their response to the appeals
of the preacher. All was decorous, solemn,
and complete.

His sermons, and the services he conducted,
were unusually long.  Public warship was, in
his view, the business of thc Day of Rest. I
am not going to apologise for what some smiled
at as an eccentricity, some bated as a bore;
with him it was matter of conscience; and, as
be came to appreciate the opposition and un-
popularity it involved, of faithful testimony to
a world which bates to be preached to, and to
churches,increasingly worldly,which prefer any
occupation, in the sanctuary or out of it, to the
meck hearigg of God's Word. It shyt him
out of many pulpits; it was the source of fre-
quent and sore temptation; it grieved many
people of average goodness; it brought down
upon him painful advisers—some of - them, in
their days of early seal, as protracted preach-
ers as himself, but who now, for the sake of
usefulness, as they thought, had changed their
ways, and fed their people With *‘ crambs™
fiom tables loaded with ¢ the children’s bread’
—as though *‘the little flock” were not *‘ of
more value than many sparrows.” But he
remained firm. He had been brought up in
the age of long and powerfyl Methodist preach-
ing, of men who preached until the * Holy
Ghost fell” manifestly *“ on all them who heard
the Word;” men who would have thought it a
sin te betake themselves to the prayer-meeting
until they had exhausted every power of the
pulpit. Such were my father and Adam
Clarke, Watson, Newton, and Lessey, and a
bost beside. Such, I believe, were the Wes-
ley's themselves—except when they spake out
of doors, some twenty times a-week, to ** pub-
licans and barlots.” Such, assuredly, were
the Puritans. Whitefield's last sermon, ** to a
very great multitude in the fields,” lasted
nearly ‘‘ two hours.” Grimshaw aiso ** some-
times preached for two hours.” It my hrother
needed turther vindication, I might fairly add
that, during bus later days, he officiated but
seldom to the same congregation. Timely
warning of the impending visitation had been
given; his peculiarity was generally known,
and those who wanted sermonettes could
browse easily in other pastures.

Two of ‘Mr. Bunting’s sermons are given.
They are short, and are very good. Their
style, of course, is excellent; indeed, Mr.
Buating was a master of style. But they are
by no means fair specimens of the closeness,
weight, and calmly urgent power of Mr. Bunt-
ing’s best preaching. Like other really potent
preachers, Mr. Bunting's MS. preparations
and remains afford no measure, sometimes are
but a faint and doubtful outline, of his actual
preaching. ;

Mr. Bunting was a wonderful letter writer
for humour, for warmth, for frequent beauty of
thought and expression, for quality in general
and in much variety, and for quantity almost
always. To those especially who knew him,
and to many besides, the collection of letters
bere given will afford a rich treat.

He was a true poet. The selections we give
below represent three of his moods as a poet.
He had a sumber of moods besides.

SPIRITUAL SIN.

Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye
are sealed unto the cay of redemption —Ephes.
iv. 30.
Holy Spirit! pity me, )

Pierced with grief for grieving Thee ;
Present, though I ** mourn apart,”

Listen to a wailing heart.

Sins unnumbered I confess, .
Of exceeding sinfulness ;

Sins agaiost Lhyself alone,
Oaly to Omniscience known®

Deafness to Thy whispered calls ;

Rashness ‘midst remembered calls ;
Transient fears beneath the rod,

Treach'rous trifling with my God ;
Tasting that the Lord is good,

Pining thea for poison'd food ;
At the fountains of the skies

Craving creaturely supplies'
Worldly cares at worship-time ;

Grovelling aims in works sublime ;
Pride, when God is passing by !

Sloth, when souls in darkness die!
Chilled devotions, changed dg_siren,

Quench'd corruption’s earlier fires ;
Sins like these my beart deceive,

Thee, its sole Familiar, grieve !
Oft how lightly have I slept

With Thy daily wrongs unwept ?
Sought Thy chidings to defer,

Shunn'd the wounded Comtorter !
Woke to holy labours fresh,

With the plague-spot in my flesh ;

seemed t0 buman
Stood a leper in Thy !

How tares our friend, by whom so well we
!

fare!
Ye chirrup, Cheer up! Clouds will clear away !
Ye lpring. toward heaven, and bid my beart
be there.

No good's too little tor great Love todo:

A bird's an angel when trom God, it comes:

And He, who sends my cheer, wing'd mutes,
by you,

Will sead you soon by me your Christmas
crumbs.

This volame must take its rank as a Metho-
dist classic.

MISTAEKES ABOUT MONEY.

Bion, the philosopher, once told a miser,
* You do not possess your wealth, but your
wealth possesses you.” There is extant an ex-
ample of prayer, by the best of hesthen philos-
ophers—Socrates—bearing mostly on the same
subject : ** O beloved Pan, and all ye gods of
this place, grant me to become beautiful in the
inner man, and that whatever outward things
I may have, may be at peace with those with-
in. May I deem the wise man rich, and may I
have such a portion of gold as none but a pru-
dent man can either bear or employ. Do we
need anything else, Thedrus® For myself, I
have prayed enough.”

There are some very curious revelations of
buman nature brought out by wealth—real
** phenomena,” well worth the study of thought-
ful minds. As a representive of values, and
as, therefore, the means of acquisition of all
things, except wisdom, and virtue—and of even
these to some extent—money is obviously a
desirable possession ; and what is called ** com-
petende” should be the aim of all men. But it
is astonishing how an aim thus intrinscally
wise, and among the wisest in humau life,
should seem doomed, almost always, to over-
shoot its mark, as if theré were some irony of
fate mocking the calculations of shrewdoess.
Few men ever attain a just competence without
apparently losing their capacity to appreciate
it. Some sinister power seems to play fantas-
tic tricks with their calculations, and they think
they see more need than ever of additional re-
sources ; their competence must be made secure
by excessive surplusages ; these again multiply
the contingencies of fortuno, and must them-
selves be fortified by still additional securities ;
and thus the passion for gain goes on until the
strongest transmutation takes place in the very
reason of man ; his selfishness virtuslly defeats
itself; by losing the real advantages of wealth
for wealth itself. The sinister power, which
bas been playing its fantastic tricks with him,
becomes a stern and terrible Nemesis, puts out
his eyes, and leads him blindly on, overburden-
ed with treasure while denying him the very
enjoyments for which alone it is desirable., His
shrewdness in making money remains ; it will
most probably increase; but it becomes an
anomaly among the mental capacities; it is
shrewdness against wisdom ; it is logic without
reasoning ; money, which is only a means, be-
comes an end—an overtopping, all-consuming
end. It crowds life with cares and anxiety, in-
stead of relieving them; and the really poor
victim of the irrational passion at last dies
smidst unused accumulations which have only
clogged his existence, especially in those most
importaat latter years of his life when be bas
needed most repose, aud clearness of mind for
both the infirmities of this life, and the prepar-
ations for the life to come.

What a tertible power of perversion has the
love of wealth when it thus becomes an habit-
ual passion! What a really retributive power !
Milton in alludiog to the **fallen angels,” be-
fore they fell, describes Mammon as somewhat
mean, even in heaven, with brow prone down-
wards in contemplating the ** gold street.” A
clerical writer of long pastoral experience re-
cords that be has seen men reclaimed from eve-
ry other vice, from the lowest abasement of
every otber passion, but never one fully saved
from avarice. Many misers bave been gather-
ed into the communion of the Church, but bow
seldom has ohe ever been known to recover
from the power of this demon, except tempor-
ily? It would seem to be a sort of re-proba-
tion. Doubtless to an earnest penitent the
grace of God is omnipotent; but, alas! bow
hard it seems for a devotee of Mammon to be-
come 3 truly earnest penitent!—to rend off,
and burl away his golden fetters!

Money-making men have, then, grave liabili-
ty to watch against. Their besetting passion
is, perbaps, the most insidious of vices ; it coils,
like a slow, gliding snake, around them, till
they are wrapped inextricably in its folds.
But, on the other hand, wealth is one of the
grandest advaotages, if rightly applied. The
talent to make it is God-given; they who bave
that talent should use it to the uttermost as a

most precious endowment for the good of the

snd sound religion bave their normal sway in
the business life of Christendom.—Zion's

Herald.

THE SLEEP AND THE AWAKENING.

be show-pl near Lond

of the redeemer.

TAMAHANA.

The Rev. Norman Macleod says; * I shall
never forget the imgression made upon me
Chasi whom T bad rsted sndon ey  ar. | ilh csaturie. Chins looks s ber 35,000
ged the pgramount duty of family-prayer. One
day be entered my study, bursting into tears : b 1d not

P . .. ueror, and sickens of the castes that cou
:“h";':;l’ t:; d“ms.:bz::‘:f;:;;' :l:: ?:u her, even though she trusted them, before
:o':m::.,: ht:;l?a::.vlhzo:: ::.(::’di ey Greek, or even any Egyptisn. The iron'horse
mb.'nfmm. yee hb:"r dﬁ.m:'?:p:? h(;' l:::h::: their slumbers of ages. Awakened, they will

, or !
were with me but for one day again

BE SOCIAL.

Both Mr, Todd and Mr. Barnes are over seven
ty, but both continue to write abundantly and
with vigor. In their retirement as public
speakers, we trust many years may be granted
both to speak through their eloguent pens. In
his letter to his people resigining the active
duties of his charge, Dr. Todd says:

Wetry in vain to express in words the blessed |  ** The proposal is not, that I leave the' min-
bewilderment of the happy soul in the first mo- | istry, or leave the office that I bave held so
ment of waking from the sleep of death to the |long, or be dismissed out-right; but, it agree-
life of heaven. Ifthe apostle could mot for a fable to my flock, that I retain the.office of Pas-
while believe the reality of what he bad seen |tor Emeritus. My desire is to leave my con-
and heard when delivered from prison by the | gregation in the full tide of prosperity, and so
angel at night, how much greater sball be the | o lay down my respousibitities as to make the
wonder, toe surprise of the ransomed soul| ..., light as possible ; and also so to live and

when taken from this suffering, crumbling act, that | shall die in your esteem and love,
prison of the body, and set down free, and

every faculty all thrilling with immortal life, | Gog_ with not more imperfections to be regrot-

in the golden streets of the New Jerusalem. It| o4 than what must be attached to bumanity.
is here that we sleep and dream. The great re-

ality of life bas yet to come—a life that never
rests from activity, that never tires with toil, plita
that never grows old with time—A life that shall |  «‘Domestic and Heathen Missions compared,”
keep pace in duration with the eternal years |is the title of the discourse delivered by Rev.
of God. Here the soul is bound, like Peter in |C. H. Fowler, D. D., before the Rock River
prison, with two chains—one the burden and
sorrow of life, the othar the Fear of death, | was first printed in fall, in the North-Western
Faith in Christ alone delivers us from the dou- | Christian Advocate, and is mow farnished for
ble boadage. Faith in Christ slone can pre-| general circulation in an eight-paged pamphlet.
pare us to be waked by the touch of the angel| Thetext is Acts xiii, 46; 47: “Then Paul and
of death, and to see ourselves surrounded with | Barnabas waxed bold,” etc. Dr.
a greater light than shone in the prison of the | opens his sermon with the statement that the
apostle when his angel deliverer said to bim,
**Arise, follow me.” Immortsl man, let not the | count of its very vastness ; second, it accords
cares of this world, the deceitfuloess of riches, | with the spirit of the age, in its aggressiveness ;
the seductions of pleasure, the dreams of am-|third, the defedise ot the missionary cause is
bition, lead you to forget that your true life | defense of Christianity; fourth, it is necessary
begins with death, and your real bome is not |to -the Christian life; £ith, the final appeal of
earth but heaven. Let nothing bind you with|our Great Commander, *‘Go into all the
such attachments here that you would rather |world,” is reason sufficient for an engaging
stay in the prison of the body, and wear your |io missionary labor. - Next, the Doctor
chains, than go forth into everlasting light and |shows in regard to domestie missions, that
liberty, when God's angel comes with the mes- | they are the popular work of the Church, and
sage, “‘Rise up quickly, and follow me."— [need no defemse. As a business transaction
Night unto Night; a Selectipn of Bible Scenes. | they do not seem so expensive as the foreign
By the Rev. Daniel March, D. D.

and s0 live in your memory, by the grace of’

DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN.

Conterence, at its recent session at Elgin, It

Fowler

missionary work deserves our support on ac-

work; they are free from the prejudices that
bedge up the way of the foreigu work, the
whole spirit of wsociety is on their side; the
work is at our very door, and all our naural

A New Zealand chiet, so-called, who visited |interests are involved ia their prosecution.
England a few years ago, was remarkable for | Next, we have a full and candid statement of
the deep spirituality of his mind and his con |the peculiar difficulties attending foreign mis-
stant delight in the Word of God. One day be | sions—the money cost, the remoteness of the
was taken to éee a beautiful mansion—one of | field, language, prejudice, etc. The conclud-
The gentleman |ing paragraph assumes that the strength of our
who took him expected to see him greatly aston- | Missionary Society is in the chastely spirit thag
ished and much charmed with its magnificence | consecrates its treasures to the Lord rather
and splendor ; but it seemed, to his surprise, t0 | than in the calculation that would make every-,
excite little or no admiration in his mind. thing gravitate around local and personal in-
Woodering how this could be, be began to |erests. We give some of the concluding

i im i r, beauty of the tences :—
z:y‘;‘“u‘r:(: l:nﬁ?:ro:. all paru, of the n-Wo believe that a candid puttiog of the exacy
world, the view from the windows etc. Tama-|case of our work among the beathens before
bana heard all sileatly; then, looking round [the miod, and upon tbe hoart of the whole
upon the walls, replied: ** Ab! my Father's | Church, will bring us such a respouse as we
bouse finer than this.” Your father's bouse " | bave never yet had. The great fnq on which
thought the gentleman, who knew bis father's (I rely is, 'ﬂllf these bundreds ?f millions are
bome was but a poor mud cottage. But Tama- | actually liviog ia the vilest practices, and dying
bana went on, ** My Father's house finer than |in all that corruption, and that we bave the
this ;" and began to speak in his own expres- Gospel which is able to save M.even to the
sive, touching strain, of the house sbove—the | uttermost. We have seen Him who came by
bouse of ** many mansions”—tbe eternal bome | the way of the world saving just such sianers,

and we know He cao save them. 4nd lu'io‘
mi;tp them. Thereare already signs of vie
tory. Heathenism is dying out. Ages ago
their systems inspired art. But now they only
drag the people down. All the works are hoary

miles of walland thiaks only of ber departed
greatness. India steps into the cars of the con~

there was any Britton, or any Gaul, or-any
of the Island Queen will startle the Indies from

see Christ and live. The soul of Burlingame
will go from the palace of the Celestial Empiie
down among the crowded millions. They will
open their eyes to see in his countrymen the
missionaries of Christ. The work is Srmly

A young wan comes (o your church; be is 8}, ,5044 i the rich soils of the Bast. Alesdy
perfect stranger to the majority of those be

meets ; his bome is far away and Aés church be

bas left far bebind. * He listens atteatively to SRty yoars is the of the firstbifty
the serviee, and is pleased and profited by what years of Christisaity. !I Il ot the shwsans &
be hears. The service over, be goes out. Al- Christ's kingdom. At the end of the first cen-
though many know him to bea stranger, yet
no ove extends the friendly band or in any| ¢ g ghirg, 5,000,000; of ‘the teath, 50,000;-
maaner notices him. e is some #hat discour-| 5 . ¢ e Gfteenth 100,000,000} in the mide
aged, a little home sickness steals over him, but dle of the nine th century $69,000,000.”
be resolves to go there one Sabbath more. He Bishop Tho prophiecies, * At the end of
goes with the result. Discouraged, be| ;. peteenth, all millions.” Tbe wa is bet
seeks another sanctuary, where the warm grasp |ing prepar.d for the Lord's coming. The East
of the band, information about the evening|is ;lpr::dy brightning into the full moraing. I
meeting itati the Sunday School, [look in trembling expectation toward the fu-
yTompr d d ture, I can hear his trembling footsteps. Iam
and the interest taken by the members of the )
second church in his welfare, at once decided | . opod 4
his course. The result is, a zealous worker is qu‘. Ainen and amen.—Advocaie.

687,000 couverts are praying in Africa, snd
more yet in Asis. The progress of the last

tury there were 500,000 believefs; at the end

Come,*Lord Jesus, come

awed by his Divige nearness. I bow as in bis

I
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