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€he Provincial SWeslepan,

stance, howerver, has conaidrml'fly gncrme<2|
the hostile attitude of the constitutional and
republican parties, and the Church may ex-
pect troublesome days, if 2 new reviol_uhon
ghould place the reins of government in the
hands of either of these two parties.. The
gicat majority of the educated ch}ssgs o!
Spanish society entertain either constitutional
or republican sentiments.  If the Cortes are
chosen ;1r.ucipn".jy trom their midst, they are
sure o contain but a limited number of‘U|-
tramontane members. Thus in thq legisla-
of 1%54, on several test questions, the

ture

Catholic party could not poll moree;hun'x
v But” unfortunately, the uca ¢
classes in Spain form a smaller fracuor: o
; “‘)()'-r 'popululioll than in most .L..;er
l .« Some years ago, the number of
Ccaniries. Some §
pursons who were able to read and to write,

, 11 short of two millions, ||n a go;{?'l':\tno;’n of
fourteen miilions and a !A:'\.f.an eigt tht R
cand municipal communities were v‘vu out a
cchool. This ignorant mass of the lower
. 1o js entirely under the m.‘luencg of l.he
_apd clings to the common fanh.mib
than' common fanaticism. In this re-
Spaii is a greater slropglxold of Ro-
manicm than either ltaly or France. There
i- still another advantage which the Spanish
Church has over that of Italy. The female
cex in all classes of society is fanatically
under the influence of the confessional.—
When, last year, ibe Cortes declared .by a
great majority as a lundamental law of the
country, that no Spaniard ought to be per-
secuted for bis religious belief, many wives
mothers, daugzliters, and zisters of the liberal
Jecislators subscribed a petition to thg queen,
to reject thus principle of religious toleration.

Thus the hope of the Romish Church
rests especially on the patronage ef the court
and hizh aristocracy, on the ignorance.of the
masses, an: the attachment of Spanish wo-
men to tue imposing ceremonies of the
Church. IFeeble as this foundation is, an
inteiligent priesthood might be able to build
upon it a strong Catholic party in Spain.—
But the priesthoodrhias degenerated with the
people ; they. display much intoleance and
fanaticism, but little activity. Religious
life is here, as in Italy, in entire stagnation.
Spain no longer holds the place among Ca-
tholic nations which it held two - bundred
vears ago. Ncither to Catholic literature,
nor to the missionary cause, nor to the pro-
motion of any other general ioterest of the
Church, does it contribute its due share.
1t is an cbject of universal pity to the other
Catholic countries. Thus have we given
séme climps=es at popery on the Spanish pe-
aimsala.  The subject is extensive, but these
matters of fact will, at least, indicate the
present status of the question. The great
and almost unmanageable evil at the found-
ailon of all the ditliculties ot reform there
as elsewhere in papal Europe, is the intel-
lectnal degradaiion of the masses ; they are
so low, g0 engrossed in the pogeantry or
Chureh, that far-reaching
projects of reform cannot be appreciated by
them. The work of the reformer is almost
2~ nopeless as the attempt of medical skill to
awakcn to life and vigor the dead multitudes
of 2 pesi-hiouse.  The corruption seems fatal ;
the natonal disezse mortal.  God alone can
raise up the hosts who lie prostrate in the
great vailty of dry bones where popery
reigos iu Southwestern Europe.—Chr. Adv.
& Jonr.

pastimes of the

Correspondenee.

[FolR THE PROVINCIAL WESLEYAN.]

Bridgetown Circuit.

We cannot indeed communicate to your
realers any account of extensive revivals
as aifecting large portions of people residing
within the preciucts of this Circuit, although
we olten bhave evidence that God blesses his
own work, and encouragement to look for
an outpouring of ihe Holy Spirit upon this
section of tLe great Methodistic Church.—
Several interesiing events, Lowever, bave
occarred, & notice of which you will kindly
aliow in your widely extended periodical.

The first event to notice is ghe late visit
of ou: lent and highly gifted President,

the Rey, Matthew l{i‘:hc)‘, D.D. On the
evening of Sabbath Oct. oth, Bridgetown
was favored with a most interesting discourse
irom the Doctor, on the Constitution of the
Caristiau Church., - The congregation was
8 ind listened with almost breathless
atlention (0 the flow of eloquence and erudi-
tion which characterized that sermon ; which
was, gevertheless, so simplified, as to be
fuily uuderstoed Ly the least informed mind
in the i‘nniul;;)’.

On the Monday evening we were again
honored by an address from the Doctor.
The subject was the Coanstitution of Metho-
disr, and our aliered position in reference
to the Parent Body. In this address the
speiker showed the moral state of England
and of the Christian world, when Methodism
took its rise : that Whitfield and the Wesleys
appear to have been specially called of
God to arouse tiie Dritish nation ; that their
labors were mizlty and successful to asto-
nishment ; that Methodism has Lad a leaven-
ing influe within ihe pale of the Lsta-
blishment where ii has been constantly op-
posed, and its existence as a Church ignor-
ed; that it'Las stirred up our dissenting_bre-
tirren to zeul and good works; that it bas
enricied the world with its literature ; it bas
sent its imissionaries into every clime; and
it pow separate and  indepgndent
Churches in diflerent parts of the earth.—
He instanced the rise of Methodism in the
United State: ; in Canada; in France ;. in

A ‘alia ; and in Iastern British America.
re anaccount of our Funds, Schools,
i and closed by exhorting
our people to udbere to Mcthodism ; and to

improve their privileges, tﬁ;;we of their so-

has

osibility to G
: they will have fto give, if they
ciose their eyes to the blaze of evangelical
light whicli shines around them in such ma-
Jestic ¢t The visit of the Doctor
will be long remembered, and must do good.
Our Missionary meetings were held in
the month of October. The congregations
were good, and an increase in our mission-
ary income of at least fifty per cent.  So
hat Dridzetown is doing its part to raise
our wissionary ‘exchequer for the current
year to the sum of one hundred and fifty
ir’wxs'_lltl pounds as countemplated by our
inm‘ms on the othier side of the Atlantic.
The ]'.“di"'ﬁ, Lere have likewise held a Ba-
zaar, undec the direction «of Mrs. Avery
Piper and Mrs. R. Bath, a part of the pro-
creds of which was appropriated to the
Wesleyan Parsonage, but about £40 re-
maisied in the hands of the Treasurer, this
sum the Ladies presented to the trustees of
tie Wesleyan Church for the erection of a
glecple; and the amount having been
auzmenied Ly several handsome subscip-

tions the steeple will be erected in the

lemn re<p od\ and of the fear-

20CC,

Spring,

Our Bible Class iz now divided and meets
_every alternate F'riday evening at Bridge-
town and Granville. We read one or more
(_‘L‘ap(clr' in the Holy Scriptures, and criti-
cally examine cvery word, each reading in
:uln, and asKing any question, or mking
What remarks tuey think proper, on the text
read. - L'he benetit ol this class has already
been secn, but will be more apparent in fu-
ture ycars.

Deatly bas visited us since the last Confe-
rénce, taking from us Father Williams as in

8 momeqt, u.'nhmm,(h.

evening before his death, and I was with
him in his own house. He had a fe:
friends to spend the evening, and was ob-
served to be unusually cheerful, but before |
one o'clock in the morning [ was called to
i ire.
seeBm:: %hcsley bas likewise been called
away in bis prime. He was a native of this
place, donverted, and commenced his publio
labors in this Circuit. When he took fare- |
well of his friends here last Summer, health
was blooming in bis countenance, and no
one for a moment supposed that he would
so soon be called to succumb (o the resist- |
less dart of death. But our kind and bea-l
venly Father has seen fit to cut him off in |
the midst of life and of labor. His l’riendsl
and the Church feel the loss keenly; but|

tion ot Providence, we shall always be able
to say “ Thy will be done.”
WiLLiax WiLsoN.

Obituary Notices.
[FOR THE PROVINCIAL WESLEYAN.]

THE LATE REV. ROBERT RINSLEY CHESLEY.

The late Rev: RopgrT AINSLEY CHES-
LEY was a native of Bridgetown, N. S, the
son ot Wesleyan parents, one of whom still
survives to {nment his sudden and unex-
pected removal from earth. Like the’ rest
of Adam’s race he was a subject of original
depravity, he possessed a carnal mind which
was once enmity against God ; but that en-
mity was subdued By the power of love and
mercy. The eyes of his understanding
were opened by the Snirit's grace, — he
beheld his danger, he felt his peril, and
“tled for refuge to lay hold upon the bope
set before him ” in the Gospel.
“ He fed upon the atoning blood,
And was freely saved by grace.”

He was about twenty-three years of age
when this blessed change took place. It
was a Divine work — he became “a new
creatare in Christ. Jesus.” From the time
of his conversion he felt a love for souls.—
At first he assisted in holding prayer-meet-
ings,—afterwards he began to exercise his
talents as a local preacher. Believing, how-
ever, that he had a Divine call to the sacred
office of the ministry, he obeyed that call,
offered himself for the great work with
much fear and trembling, and being ap-
proved and received, entered upon the gulies
of the Christian Ministry in connexion with
the Wesleyan Methodist Church in the
year 1843.

While he possessed a truly catholic spirit,

be loved Methodism with an ardent affec-
tion. He belonged to Methodism and was
blessed by it, and Methodism belonged to
him and was blessed by him in return. He
took a lively interest in its welfare, and bid
fair to render it important servizes in years
to come. In the fulfilmentof the duties of
the gacred office he sought net a name for
himself, he asked not for important position,
but wished to be in that place where the
Master appointed. He looked not for the
honours of men, but for  the honour which
cometh from above.” - His “study” was
“ to show himself approved unto God,” to
be “a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”
He laboured to feed the Church of God;
he shrunk not from toil nor from difficulty ;
he sought not his own ease, but worked for
the Church’s welfare in all its departments
—for the spiritual prosperity of her indi-
vidual members, and for the salvation of
sinners. The poor generally were the ob-
jects of his commiseration, but the Lord’s
poor especially were the subjects of his ear-
nest sympathy. Having made the cause
of Christ his own, urged on by an impera-
tive sense of duty, he spared not himself,
but endeavoured, when labouring under
severe . indisposition, to minister to the
church by leaving his home and repairing to
a distant part of his Circuit to perform the
offices of Christian burial for one who bad
died in the Lord after many years of severe
aflliction.
His pastoral duties were performed in the
Spirit of his Divine Master, with love and
fidelity. The members of his flock were no
strangers to the amiability of his disposition
and the benignity of his smile. They re-
member with gratitude how oft their thresh-
olds were gladdened by his footsteps, and
how their hearts were comforted by his con-
solations and advices. In the conducting
of the high services of the sanctuary, he
sought not to dazzle men’s minds but to
save their-souls: he preached the truth with
all affectionate plainness and godly sincer-
ity—* not with enticing words of man's wis-
dom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and
of power.” He watched over souls as one
that must give an account, earnestly long-
ing to be the means of rescuing many from
hell, and raising them to heaven.

But he was “not suffered to continue by
reason of death.” He has dropped the man-
tle; and we cry, “ My Father! my Father!”
and pray that the falling mantle may be
caught by many that yet remain. Disease
seized hold of his frame, and rapidly did
the tabernacle fall. Of him it may be traly
-aid, “ He died in the harness,”’—he “ceased
at once to work and live.” Many of the
publit*oicen he conducted of late were of a
very iffffressive character. It would seem
as though the blessed Spirit were ripening
him for the” heavenly garner and enabling
him unconscicusly to finish bis work. The
last time he occapied the St. John’s pulpit,
which was on Tuesday evening November
18th, he spoke from those important words :
* Strive to enter in at the strait gate,” &c.
The last public service which he performed
on earth was a funeral one at Pouch Cove,
when he preached from those sublime words
of the Apostle, “O death, where is thy
sting? O grave, where is thy victory ?”"—
If he had known that that was to be his last
discourse, could he have selected a more
suitable portion of Holy writ for the ocea-
sion? This was on the last Thursday after-
noon before he died. He returned home
the same evening, and never left the house
again alive.

The sickness which removed our dearly-
beloved brother was of such a nature as tc
prevent him from conversing much in his
last days; but He whom he served was
with him. On the last Sabbath of his life,
when at his own request some of the friends
assembled at his house te pray for him, as
they were engaged in that holy exercise in
the room below the one in which the dying
saint was, hespoke of the delightfulness of
the season—he felt it good; and though
very low in body heartily responded to the
petitions which were offered up.

We thought that he would recover,—we
dreamt not of his death; but the decree
had gone forth, though we knew it not till
it had executed its commission. Special,
united, and persevering prayer was offered
foy s recovery,—professional skill unre-
mittingly observed the progress of the.dis-
ease,—experienced nurses carefully watched
at his bedside,—bat all were upavailing to
detain the spirit in the clay tenement. Such
was not the will of the Most High: it was
His will that the “sickness should be unto
death;” and though stricken our bleeding
hearts reply, “ Father, Thy will be done '”

His mind throughout his sickness was
kept in a praying frame. During the night
in which he died, though unable to con-
verse, his soul was kept in peace ;—he was
noticed to be much engsged in silent prayer.
Supported by an unseea hand, he bore his

affliction with marke! paiience and resig-

pation.

'of those that remain. It is not necessary tofdown: but—let not the lessom be forgoten—
. dive deeply in order to discern the sizns of ap- whenever Protestantism resumed the reins of

Oa Thursday morning, Nov. 27th, about proaching discord ; the springs of scial disor- | dowinion, it rose again in its pristine glory and
5 o’clock, he rapidly changed for the worse; ganization obtrude themselves: nor are there  shed its effulgence upon a bappy and prosperous

and before six that same morning_ fell asleep awaniing the indications of religious commotion ; people. Read “bistory for the facts from the
in Jesus, in the 41st year of his age, and Jesuitism struzg'es for supremacy while Protes- |

the 14th of his ministry.

Thus lived and died our esteemed frien
and brother. Some might wish that his|
dying chamber had been the scene of those |
holy and rapturous joys which are given to

some of the saints; but the Master saw fit | ©J-—Spain once how splendid now how debas-

to order it otherwise, and to remove him by

Spaix lies palpitating at the feet of the Papa-

Spain that spread the terror of her arms

disease which rendered such impassible. | and the glory of her name throughout the world * : gl
i P —Spain that carried the corruptions of Rome to | and in that sign she conquered. She shivered frankly confessee—* And were we pusbed oa this |

His death is a great loss to his beloved

family—a great loss, also, to the Charch ; | every clime, and championed its cause on every

but ““ our loss is his infinite gain.” |
Oa Saturday, Nov. 29th, *at 12 o'clock, |

the old Wesleyan chapel, where the remains |
of the deceased had been conveyed at an |
early hour the same morning, solemn and
appropriate religious services were conduct-
ed,” afier which a iong and mournful pro-
cession accompanied the corpse to the silent
grave, where it was deposited *“in sure and
certain hope of a resurrection into eternal
life.” On Sunday evening, Dec. Tth, this
solemn event was improved by a sermon
preached from Hebrews vii, latter part of
23d verse, on which occasion the chapel
was crowded to cxcess, and very many went
away, unable to gain admittance.

Mysterious indeed is the Providence that
has removed one that was so actively en-
gaged in the cause of Christ. Great, also,
is the loss which this Circuit has sustained
by the death of one who earnestly longed
and laboured for its welfare, but He who
“doeth all things well hath done it.” He
removeth his servants, but * He remaineth
unchangeably the same.”

O, that this solemn event ‘may be sancti-
fied to our souls; and may we at last be
brought to join with him and with all the
ransomed host in singing the soug of
Moses and the Lamb!”

St. John’s, N.F., Dec. 13, 18506.

Correction.
To the Editor of the Provincial Wesleyan:

Sir,—In the copy of my la3t communica-
tion I observe a mistuke which very mate-
rially affects the scnse. In the seventh
paragraph, “a number of dialogues” ought
to read: a number of diagrams These
diagrams, or pictorial illustrations, exhibit
scenes and incidents connected with the pro-
gress of the Bible ;—they are very attrac-
tive to the children, and might with advan-
tage be introduced iuto any Sabbath-school.

Yours truly, J. LATHERN.

Fredericton, Dec. 23, 1856. ’

Provincial Wesleyan
™ '-'*!!-!“srli):lli.ﬁ.l:i@lifi RY 1, 1857.

iTlf:e New Year.

The e:rliest prompting of our heart, as we
anticipate,the appearance of our broad sheet on
the first mcrning of ¢ Eighteen hundred and fifty-
seven,’ is to wish those who during the past
twelvemonth, or any portion of it, have been
our readers and friends, as well as those who
now fur the first time make our acquaintance, a
very happy New Year!—a year bounteous of
blessings, an annual cycie bright with the bene-
diction of the Most High.

While we breathe in sincerity this hope, we
do not design to conceal the fact that the morn-
ing has an ‘unpropitious iower, that the day is
seemingly destined to develope events which
make men’s hearts quake with fear of those
things which are coming on the earth. Our
position is, however, at the present moment
favorable. In the good providence of God we
are permitted to bail the advent of the new-born
year in circumstances which call for lively grati-
tude to Him who hath not only continued us in
being, but protected us from pestilence, pre-
served our country in peace, and bountifuily
blessed it with prosperity. W< remember hov;,
in the Eastern hemisphere, the rising sun of the
year, whose last day has just expired, shot down
its 1ays upon embattled hosts and lighted up the
gory field of carnage; how not the boliday
salute, the glad huzza and the buoyant step, but
the resounding thunderbolts of actual war, the
heavy tread of serried ranks, and the groans of
dying thousands ushered in the morn of the now
departed year: and how the trepidation of alarm
spread through this western world lest the slum-
bering fires of national animosity, between states
whose abiding condition should be that of fra-
ternal amity, might break the slender crust that
restrained them, and desolate, if not consume,
the continent on which we dwell. What saga-
city was suilicient on the first morning of '56 to
solve the inquiry which agiated the minds of
millions, whether America would not, long ere
its close, become the theatre of another war ¥—
Thanks be unto God | the fears which concerned
us mest are now allayed ; and though we have to
temper our rejoicing with the thought that every
element of anxiety is not quite withdrawn, our
duty is not the less to praise Him for what is
past, while we trust Hiv for all that is to come.

The Continent of Europe, too, presents an
aspect but litle anticipated at that date. The
War has closed. Deace, if a hollow truce may
usurp the name, bas been proclaimed. The
carnage has ceased,—for a time: and the na-
tions have returned, apparently, to the pursuits
of pacific existence. We estimate not the saga-
city which prompted, or the wisdom which con-
summated, the desire, at the period selected,
for a cessation of arms; but casting our eyes
over the map of Europe and listening to the
sounds which swell across the Atlantic from
every country it comprises, we feel that it wants
Dot the inspiration of the seer to pronounce that
the peace must be transitory, and to predict for
Europe a speedy and tremendous upheaving of
the nations, followed by a conflict more fearfu]
and fruittul than the world bas witnessed. Short
it may be; sanguinary it cannot fail to be.

Fraxce isa fickle nation, and her lease of
power 1o Louis Napoleon may have well nigh
runout. It would not surprise us to hear at any
mowent that a ¢ year of revolutions’ on the Conti-
nent had been inaugurated by a rising of the
French. Present tokens, it is true, point to
ltaly as the quarier whence the first sigoal for
a general outbreak of peoples will come; but
France, solicitous for ber ancient sad renown
may yet be loremost in the strife. The Empero;
has, we know, by the exercise of an energy almost
unequalled, hitherto maintained, and Ostensibly
confirmed, his seat upon the throne ; but that
prodigous mind which, through seven years
with such marvellous sagacity and success has
guided and controlled every movement of the
machinery of state, bas be:un to exhibit the ef.
fects of wear and the symptoms of decline.—
Who shall arise to stem the torrent of popular
revolt when tne day of reaction comes? The
pulse of France has been quickened—to superfi.
cial sight invigorated—by the ready aad repeat-
ed application of stimulants. Such a course in-
evitably leads in nations, as in individoals, to a
dangerous reverse. The vast and expensive
public works, the grand improvements of stree‘s
and squares, which Napoleon has designed, im-
part employment but they imply taxation, and
dnmuotmydnlhn" inoreases the rent

field : what is ber reward? Degradation and
despair, the infamy of disgrace, wrongs and ruin,

we trust in this, a3 in every other dispensa- | a large congregation having assembled in|are her portion,—the recompense that Rome

awards to every na'ion that toilows and fulfils ber
selfish behests. But down trodden and despiscd |
as are the people of Spain, their life is n
tinct. They will yet rise and avenge their mis-
eries. The throne will crumble and the tiara
tremble before their might. Treachery is -tri-
umpbant now, but the Truth will be victoriou
soon. The leaven of the word of Life has gone
through the land. The hearts of thousands have
thrilled responsive to the offers of a free salvation;
and when the millions rise they will discard at
once an immoral queen and a priesthood drunk
with the blood of the Saints.

ITALY, all Italy, if we except the peaceful and
prospering kingdom of Sardiuia, is ripe for in-
surrection. Its petty states are victims of the
vilest tyranny. Ferdinand tramples his people
in the earth, and his Tuscan neighbor emulates
bis fierce example. The Pope preserves the
semblance of his power only by the protection
of French and Austrian guns. Bat nowhere on
the surface of that fair peninsula will the people
much longer submit. ‘The first shot has already
been fired and, it was aimed for the King of
Naples’ heart.

SWITZERLAND is uneasy, and throughout the
Germanic states there are symptoms of upheaval.

AusTRIA shrinks aghast at the spectre of
Italian nationality. She bLas sougli 0 suclain
and perpeluate the slavery of the Sicilies, and
has siriven to repress the ireedom of Piedmont.
In Tuscany, in Parma, in Modena, in every
Italian state, she has laboured to influence and
injure by her untiring intrigues. When Italy
reclaims her rights, woe to Austria! Alreauy
she feels the hate of Lombardy, and fears the
enthusiastic wrath of Hungary. The day of her
retribution is drawing nigh. _ She is surrounded
by perils: and her most imminent danger results
from her latest folly. Her prince may conclude
a contract with the Holy See to hand over his
people, bodies and souls ; bat they will not set
their seals to the bargain. Pressed and trou-
bled on every hand by political emergencies,
Austria must also be lashed with priestly stripes
and lacerated by religious dissensions.

PrussSiA is a problem. The part she bas
played in the affairs of Europe has engendered
contempt and placed her for the while without
the circle of the European system. Neverthe-
less her Protestantism is her safe-guard. Her
King is the friend of religious liberty ; and per-
vaded by the religious element as the wars of?
Europe are destined to be, we caunot but desire
to see the intrigues of the Jesuits defeated, the
protestantism of . Prussia purified and exalted,
and herself prepare to vindicate her right to rank
among the great' powers of the Continent, and
to assume a proud and prominent position as the
faithful ally of Great Dritain. Meanwhile ber
dispute with Switzerland threatens to involve
the countries in war

TuRKEY yet lingers ; but lingers in the process
of decay. The coaquering Otioman that once
carried dismay and desolation over Europe,swept
with his devastating armies the fairest fields of
the South and struck terror to the hearts of
Christendom by his advancing shout, now shrinks
from the slightest touch of the northern aggres-
sor and shields himself beneath the outspread
wing of the Eagle of France or supplicates the
strength of the British Lion. He is hastening to
his tomb and all Europe is alive to the momen.
tous issues which depend upon the fall of the
Turkish Empire.

Russia rzmains the natural enemy to liberty
throughout the world, the grand centre of ag-
gression, and the soul of agsrandizement. Fools ;
to imagine that defeats would chasten or treaties
bind her! At this very moment she is eagerly
bent on renewing the strife. ~ War with Persia
formally declared! is the annonncement that
comes along the telegraphic wire as we are writ-
ing, and who does not perceive the successful
result of one of Russia’s moves ? To sever the
alliance of France with England, to scatter our
armies by giving them work to do in the distant
Fast and if possible in the distant West, 1o sow
dissension in our Cabinet, and then to seize
some fitting moment to strike a blow, such are
the tactics in the game that Russia plays. That
France will consent to become the tool or the
toy of Russia we caunot believe. To maintain
her own position and integrity as a nation she
must be the bulwark against the violence of the
giant of the north. No other Continental power
can pffer an adequate defence to his aggression
and France is therefore at this momeant by, force
of the principle of self preservation, the natural
enemy of Russia, and as natursl y as she is the
euemy of Russia is she the friend of England.

GREAT BRITAIN—may Heaven prosper and
protect ber ! is as conspicuously the guardian of
freedom throughout the globe as Russia is its foe
The oppressed of every land seek refage on her
shores. From tyrant trod Austria, from the pri-
sons of Spain, from the dungeons of Italy
they come and find a habitation and a bome
England gatbers inflaence and strength irom
what would prove the speedy destruction of des-
potic powers.  She sits serenely above the waves
of national commotion, and while the sea of Con-
tinutal anarchy foams at ber feet she holds her
place unmoved ; the envy and the admiration of
the world. No whisper of meditated insurrection
reaches’ us from that island bome ot liberty. No
sign of decay attracts our attention. We hear
it indeed most loudly protested that she declines
From that organ, in our own province, of the
opinions of priests, the statement often and boldly
comes that Britain declines: “ The morning
of the last new year of the political world” we
quote from the latest issue of the Halifaz Catho-
lic “ was gloomy and terrible ; and no one could
bave anticipated aught except the dreadful and
inevitable consequences of a war which threaten-
ed to bring within its range every power on the
earth. The wise policy of Austria, the prudence
of Napoleon the Third, and the conviction
throughodt Europe of the decline of England's
power calmed the troubled waters, and restored
tranquillity and peace to Europe.” Again:
“Whilst we deplore the bigotry and are disgusted
with the inconsistency, and smile at the boasting
and blundering of British statesmen, so evident-
ly manifested during the past year, we, on the
other hand, have reason to glorify God and re-
Joice that England is at last understood, and her
power to do evil therefore circumscribed.” The
writer gains his livelibood by the liberty of the
press,—bad be not better pursue his avocation
under the “ wise policy of Austria and the pru-
dence of Napoleon the Third ?”

There bave been periods in the history of
Britain, we might say to our cotemporary, when
Britain did decline. Whenever a Roman Catho-
lic sovereign mounted the throne of a Piotestant

predecessor the sun of ber prosperity weat

Reformation down See the lovely Edward¥be-

| tantism advances steadily. Will the nation pros- queathing to bis sister a kingdom with peace in
trate itself at the feet of the Jesuits or aspire to | its borders and prosperity in its palaces
the poire of an evangelical faith ?

See |
that sister Mary leaving it at her death to Eliza-
beth weighed down by debt and worn out with
disaster. Bebold Elizabeth raise it once mora

‘ to affluence and elevate it to commanding power. | !t 10 the sermon you have so unfor

** But the cause of Elizabeth was Protestantism,

Rome ; sbe gave freedem to the Dutch; she
fought the battle ot the French Protestantism,
every eye of religions suffering throughout Ea-
rope was fixed on this great woman.” Mark the
cloud that gathers over our Country when

ot ex- | Charles proves recreant, and see it disperse when ! - ) ! d
| Cromwell comes forth to contend for the Protes- | $10PPIDZ Lay Preachere, the case is clear—we

tant faith and spreads the terror of his name
through every court of Europe. Witness the
eclipse oace more under the second James, and
bebold it disappear again when the Protestant
William ascends the throne. The facts pro-
claim with a trompet voice that there is a God
that ruleth in the earth and show that to her ad-
berence to tbe preat principles of the Reforma-
tion, alone can Britain trust for safcty at home
and success abroad.

Europe has occupied so much of our space
that no room is left to note the prospects in the
other quarters of our globe. The aftairs of Asia,
however, enter largely into the speculations of
modern statesmen. Here is a field where Rus-
sia and England meet a:ain, and many a bloody
battle will doubrless yet be fought between the
armies of those nations on Asiatic soil  Ano-
ther fact imvests with present importance this
portion of “the world.—Every form of religion in
the East is striving for supremacy in the Holy
Land. It rests its hope ot future superiority
upon the ascendancy it may gain at Jerusalem.

ANERICA would prove a prolific theme Her
United States are the wonder of the sage, the
puzzle of the stajesman, and the solicitude ot
the Christian. The resiless spirit of territorial
aggrandizement, the resolute perpetuation and
extension of slavery, the trequent scenes of dem-
ocratic violence, which characterize this Union
are unquestionably sources of anxiety and alarm.
But the pure and persevering Cbristianity of a
large portion of its people must prove its:salva-
tion. Many a solitary place is made glad—many
a heathen desert rejoices and blossoms as the
rese, through the
United States of America send out for the evan-
gelization of the earth. Here is its hope.
Britisb America advaoces whh a rapidity no-
where surpassed, and already looms before the
eye of the wondering spectator in the propor-
tions of a powerful nation. Hut she has her
perils. Here, too, a storm cloud gathers on the
political horizon surcharged with the fury of
religious rivalries, and already flashing with the
ames of denominational defiance. A struggle,
grand in its outiine, is approaching even here :
and on the Protesiant churches of our land de-
scends the solemn trust of their country’s
guardianship ; and devolves the duty of mar.
shalling in one united phalanx their separa-
ted hosts, and advarcing with unbroken front to
meet and foil in the coming conflict the deter-
mined foe of their {reedom and their faith. Too
long have the scales of power in this province
and in other British provinces in America ‘heen
beld by pricstly hands andthe trembling balance
decided just as Kome desired. Protestants in
high places who bave hitherto too gladly accepted
succour from a cunning priesthood see now the
dangerous vortex to which the deceitful current
ot prelatical machinaticn was calhnly and quietly
conveying them. They wish to avoid it. A

instrumentalities which the

but the moment is critical and hesitation is ruin.

Mr. Brewster's Letter.

We find that we are unable to make room for
the letter addressed fo the Lord Bishop of Fre-
dericton, by the Rev. John Brewster, in its en-
tirety. We give as much of it as we can.

The statement which Mr. Brewster rutes was

and was as follows:—'* These who are conver-

though not always consistent in practice, he on
all occasions earnestly deprecated secession from
the Established Church : and'in a sermon preach-
ed not long before his death, he used this very
stiong expression, which, if it were used now,
would be called by some very hard terms: He
said ‘If you forsake the Church of England, God
will forsake you.”

The words are not Mr. Wesley’s, but were
originally uttered by Mr. Ingham, a clergyman
of the Church of England, and for some time
one of Mr. Wesley's coadjutors, and were mere-
ly quoted by Mr. Wesley as follows: * Nearly
wenty yearsago, immediately after their solemn
consultation on the subject (of separation from
the Church) a Clergymen who Lad heard the
whole said, with great earnestness—* In the
name of God let nothing move to you recede from
this resolution. God is with you of a truth, and
so be will be, while you continue in the Church;
out whenever the Methodists leave the Church,
God will leave them !” * Lord, what is man ?”
asked Mr. Wesley on the occasion of queting
Mr. Ingham. “ In a few months after Mr. Ing-
bam himself left the Church, and turned all the
socicties under his care into congregations of In-
dependents.”  (Works, vol. 7, 428,

Having made bis simple statement of ke facts,
Mir. Brewster proceeds as follows,—1 will call
your Lordship's attention to two comprehensive
views of Jobn Wesley's character and works : —
ist. His great end and aim in all his peaching,
was “ to spread Scriptural holiness throughout
the land.” He says (vol. 8, p. 299) * our design
is not to form any new sect, but to reform the
nation, particularly the Cburch.” That the
Church was fallen into a deplorable state in his
day, a mountain mass of evidence in proof could
be piled up before your Lordship. 7o raise up
the former desolations,—the desolations of many
generations,” was the supreme purpose of bis life.
From this no foes, no injustice, no persecution,
could turn bim aside. Tbe mobs of ungodly
men, often encouraged by wicked Clergymen,
the frowns of mitred brows, and the threats of
murder, violence and wrong, did not daunt him.
He rent the jaw of every lion which “ roared
against him.” The greater source of trouble to
bis mind, was the separation from the Church
which his labors of faith and love would certainly
effect. He saw that separation would ultimately
take place ; be frequently spoke of it ; be provid-
ed for it; and rested calmly in the conviction
that if it did take place, it would be of God and
not of man. The Conference of 1755, was a
crisis in his history. Separation from the
Cburch was the chief topic. He desired all the
“ preachers to speak their minds at large whe-
ther we ought to separate from the Church.”—
The reasoning of his preachers staggered him.
For the first time we find his mighty mind shak-
ing under its weight of prejudices. Although
he resolved that “ it was not ezpedient to leave
the Church,” yet be writes to his friend Mr. Wal-
ker (Sept 25, 1755,) “] will freely acknowledge
that I cannot answer these arguments to my own

manfal struggle will secure them a sure release,

made by bis Lordship in a Cbarge to his Clergy,

sant with the wriiings of Mr. Wesley know!(hat,

cannot yet give up— ‘b= it is l1~‘ul to continue | tendent S0 pre eminent

inl the Church—stands, i know not how, almost
without. any prewises that are able to bear its
weight.” (vol. 13, p. 164.) So far from Mr. Wes
ley thinking it a sinto leave the Church, be left
lhe‘evem solely to Divine Providence, saying—
“ Unless God permits them to be thrus('out. it

is their fixed purpose to continue in the Church, | *XnoWledge vnr indobe

| the Spanish sword ; che paralyzed the power of | side™—that is, 10 give up preaching abroad, pray- |

——
Iy qnalitied for 4y
erous duties of this important Circuit as wyq )

{late Rev. Mr. Cb.slev, inspires

us with th,
gnd(nce that future arrangemer s ap. Aj T
| ments will be ¢qually satisfact rv ang ] .
A 1 10us
We avail ourselver of this one "

mugre men or-devils.” (VO]. 7, p. 425.) " ness with whch you hav P
| This is the strongest language Jobn Wesley ever | €aused by the painful bersaven. nt d
'used on the subject, and your Lordsbip will find | the Rev. Mr. Hariicar v on 8 h morn
tunately misd ing, and preached in the (vonine w .
i SH T y ' o L1 grea
| quoted. W riting to bis friend Mr. Walker he | acaeptability to a crawde | conu? rat
We remain, Rev and Dot s r
b . e With Sreal respect,
ing extempore, forming societies, and permitt- Y oties faiibfil
ing preachers not episcopally ordained— Y o
I pally ained ‘ were, ANDREW Bracawoon, ) Cireunt

there no alternative allowed, we should judge it
our bounden duty rather wholly to separate Y-‘rnu;
| the Church than to give up any- ot these points.|
| Therefore if we cannot stop a separation without

| cannot stop'at all!”  (vol. 13, p. 165.) He was

{ otten urged to leave the Church, but his invari.
| riable answer was—*¢ We will not goout If we
lare thrust out, well.” (See letter to Rev. Thos
| Adams, Oct. 381, 1755, vol. 13, p- 176. The
{ principle of makingeverything indifferent give
place to the necessity of doing good was para-
mount ; and when that necessity was clearly dis-
covered, John Wesley was not a man to hesitate.
When his brother Charles expressed a fear for
the Church, he wrote—* Church or no Church
we must attend to the work of saving sowls "—
Again he says—** I have no fear about this mat
ter. I only fear the preachers’ or the people's
leaving, not the Church, but the word of God,
and inward and outward holiness. I dare not
in conscience spend my time and strength on
externais , all outward establishments agh Babel,
#0 is this establishment. Let it stand fur me. |
neither set it up nor pull it down. But let you
and I build up the City of God.” (See letter to
bis brother Char'es, vol. 13. Jackson's life of
Charlas Wesley, vol 2, p. 83.
Jobn Wesley, p. 199.

Here - then, my Lord, was the sin in John
Wesley's opinion—the leaving, not the @hurch,
but boliness. The reasous why Mr. Wesley
did not leave the Church are plain. = 1st. The
Church had no pretence for casting him out,
2nd. Hi: indomirable will, and inflexible pur-

bim steadily within ber preciucts  3rd. He
determined to leave all to God, saying, « We
are persuaded the body cf our hearers will even
after our death remain in the Church, unless
they be thrust out, We believe, notwithstand-
ing, either that they will be thivst-out, or that
they will leaven the whole Church, We da,
and will do, all we can to prevent those coun-
sequences which are supposed likely ¢o hap-
pen after our death. But we cannot with
a good conscience neglect the present Joppor-
tunity of saving souls while we live, for fear of
consequences which may possibly or probably
happen after we Jre dead.” (vol. 8, p. 281.)
Your Lordship deplores the fact of our se-
cession, thus— If theWesleyans could be per-
suaded that the step which they took afier Mr.
Wesley's death was a false step not warranted
by the Scriptures,” &c. My Lord it was not a
‘false step.’  As naturally as effect follows its
cause, 80 here we walked in the steps of our
founder, and legitimately carried out his prinei-
ciples, The “ new wine ” burst the bottle into
numberless fragments, and as we look at the ca-
tastrophe we ask « WhicnH 18 THE Cuurca,”

That part represented by the Puseyites ?
Or that by the Sacramentarians ?  Or tha! by
the German Neologists ?  Or that by that good
man Dr. Sumper, Arch Bishop of Canter-
bury ?

There is one more principle in John Wee.
ley’s character, to which I call your Lordship’e
attention— T'he love of Christ, and the love of

spiritual prosperity’of the thousands whom'he
turned from darkness to light, must be judged; of
according to this law of christiagity —LOVE
What your lordship and others of ypur school
denounce as “ irregularity ”" in Wesley, was but
the super.atounding and rich effusions of this
spring of everlasting lite. It was not énthusiasm
—purscing an end without means, It was not
fanaticism—a religious frenzy,which fights as one
who beats the air It was the gift of God ¢ s/ d
abroad in his heart by the Holy Ghost given nunto
him,” It was in him the centre attribute of
the mind; around which all others moved in har-
monious subordination. It was allied with
knowledge and wisdom, insomuch that when it
led him forth to “ the highways and hedges,” to
compel the poor to come into the Guspel feast| it
alzo taught bim to frame the admirable congti-
tution of Methodism, in order to preserve the
souls redeemed through his labors from sin and
error. He would fain have given over his
flocks, gathered out of the wilderness, to the
care of the church ; but the clergy would not
receive them, and in many instancé® expelled

them from the Communion. In 1756 be print

ed an afectionate appeal to the Clergy; and
again in 1764, he addressed. a number of the.
most serious among them, Both of these « ap-
peals” I reccommend to your Lordship’s mest
serious attention,

Letter from Newfoundland,

THE LATE REV. R. A. CHESLEY.
The President of the Conference has placed
in our hands for publication, the sulsoined letier
from Newfoundland, deeming this. due to the
official gentlemen by whom it is_sizued, and
to the friends in St John’s, whosé sentiments jt
embodies.

It will be exceedingly gntifyu.)!‘ to the rela
tives and friends of Mr. Chesley, to learn, thiat
the sympathy expreseed for bis widow. by thdse
kird friends bad not exhausted itsedf in words,
but bad elicited a noble manifestation of practi.
cal benevolence, in raising an amount of several
hundred pounds, to be presented to Mrs. Ches
ley in sueh form as may seem test calculated to
promote her comfort.

Mr. Harris arrived at St. Jobn’s on the Sunday
morning after bis departure from this place, and
preachbed an impressive sermon on the same day,
to a congregajion numbered bLy thousands. Af-
ter the public service a prayer meeting was held
Some bundreds remained, and five penitant
seekers of salvation presentcd themselves for
prayer.

REV. AXD DEAR SiR,—You have already re-
ceived intelligence of the lamented death of the
late Rev. R: A. Chesley, Superintendent of this
Circuit, and we desire, on bebalf of the Cburch
80 suddenly and mysteriously bereaved, to con-
vey to you our sense of the great loss sustained
by our cavse in this place, as well as our appre-
ciation of the worth and ministerial usefulness of
our late revered pastor.

Faithfal and affectionate in his pulpit minis-
trations—kind and sympathising in his pastoral
intercourse with the people of bis charge—
prompt and indefatigable in the discharge of the
the maltitudinous duties connected with the en-
terprises and institutions of the Church in this
Circuit, be gained the esteem, and secured the
co-operation of all upon whom his influence was
brought to bear ; and we fondly boped that for a
protracted period we should be favored with his
wise counsels and able Superintendence— but
the Great Head of the Church, in his inscruta-
ble and all wise dealings bath ordered otherwise.
The wisdom and judgment of the Conference,

Watsors life of |

Wiitiasw GREgN,
To the Rev. M. Rilpv. I Py Se &
| St John's, N, F. D 1ok 1S

| Religions Intelligence.
i Immediate. Re-Inforcement of the
| South African Missions
1 - Necessary.

{ The Cbmmittee of the Wesley i Mussic
" Society state that the Wedles iy 7,\10. on
portion of Kathirland which
{ the Kei river and the colony .

tated Hi\\..-:;
t Natal, ynd wi h
[is ent rely under the government of v ow
& A L . =
} Chigfa, being an ivdeperdent terricon, e the

!only Mission existing tbere, no oiher

Socieny

{ having as ‘yet formed a station within these
| . .

}I limits
| were Butterworth, Clarkebu®v, Morley, Beech-
i am, Wood, Shawhury,
| merston

A few vears ago, the Weslevan stations
Buntiegvil'e, and Pal.
Butterworth, tor the present, must re
| main vacani, as poMcai changes have req
Jis 1

| its re occupation not numediately neeegss

Buntingv.lle and P Imeérsen ha

| sionary.  But Clarketu-y, Muiley, Beechay,
Wood, and Shawbury are vacant; thai s gy,
four large Mission-viilages, the centres of Chyie
tianity and civilisation, the ad. U posts ot *\e

Christian invading armv, aie

Mt resudent

Missionaries.  Uhe labours, expocuditure, thals
] X

ian-! sufferings of the last twenis-seven vears ane

[in daiger of being thrown awav, and the resu)

pose to leaven, if possible, the mighty mass, kept ; abandoned at a period when success secmed !

| be within our reach. Our fricnds who remen

ber the interestin: Joutnals Messts. Soaw,

Shrewsbury, and Shepstone pubiished i the
3 8 .\li:'siunu) Notices,” trom 1578 to 1887, and
who may profitably refresh their secollectons by
(& 1cference to these vatuable records of Mission.
ary enterprise, will revoll at the
of the propesal to abandon this 1

very mention
ritory, which
| has been conscerated by the iabours of our most
valuable Missionaries, and which has now been
watered by the blood of the murdered Thomas,

Yet these Mission-stations, and the nmportant
tribes connected with them, must be ahandoned
ualess they can be fully occopicd. No hall
imeasures will be eflcetive. The four vacant
posts must be taken up each by a resident Mis
sionary simultaneously, in order to the mutnal
security of all.  The safety of our Missionarics
in this portion of Scuth Africa is, under God,
dependent upon the moral nfluence which our
Missionaries exercise over the leading chiefs and
their tribes: and ali Mations have

ibere been

from the commencement of the Mission fixed
most judiciously with a reference 1o this very
important consideration. So ﬁnn; as these ]1);11'-5
are occupied by eflicient Eurc 1ean Missionaries,
our influence is predominant, and our stations
are abodes of safety for Europeans, and * houses
of mercy™ (as the ratives call them) for the whole
popuhtian. But our woral intluence 1s weaken

ed by the continued vacaney of any one of the se

man, This was the graml “on'.“".’en{ of h-ls station.-, and much more so when four ont of mix
moral character, It lay at the basis of all his . n
. . . . . are mlocl'upl(-d by-us. If we really tend to
actions, It filled him with pity and zeal for: a " % in ik tion of Kafl
world of lost sinners.  All his measures for the [ ™Y O 'he work in this portien of Raflrana,
we must at once fill up (he vacances, rebuild

the waste places, and restore the doxolation of

preceding ycars : Ly so d-inng we shall inspire
s

confidence in our friendiy ch and well-dis-
posed natives, and we may reasonably expect
corresponding spiritnal results '

Influenced by these considerations, the Com-
mittee have resolved 1o send ont feur additional
Missionaries to 1e occupy the four stations to
which reference Las been nade, provided their
appeal to the public meets with such a‘response
as will justify the additional outlay. They can
not doubt the willingness of vur (riends to offer
sacrificially at the crivis in the Listory of fhe
Kaffrarian Mission, and lock forward with plea-
sure to beiug called upon torend out the re
quired reinforcement.— I atclman

The Bishop-Designate.

Lord Palmerston's appomntment of the Rev
Robert Bickersteth to the laat vacant Bishopric
has been favourably repaiic!,
be sa. The promotion of the
Giles’s to the See of R:jan |

ind  deserves to

Rector of St.
an encouragement
to hard-working and undcrjaid clergymen, and
is not the first. or second instance of the kind.—
Mitres bave been too often the reward of polit-
cal services, of classical atiainments, of a tutor-
ship or chaplaincy in a noble famiiy, and of still
Whetter Lord Pal

responsbhihity

more guestionable merite
merston fully feels the

which our ecclesiastical constitution furces apon
him, is a question that he may leave to be answer-
ed by his acte.

murmuring Puscyites, coniess the importance,
I )

solemn

Even his opponents, all but the

to the present and the future of the' Chureh of

England, of his lordship’s appointments and only

qualify their praise by saying that the best of
Lord Palmerston is his Bihops.  Mr., Dicker-
steth ‘comes of a good lincage, Lis Lame is dear
to thowsands for the sake of Lis uncle, and he
is himself well worthy botli ot 1t and. of the
position into which he will carry it. The Evar-
gelical party are of course d:lizhted with this,
and with almost every other of Lord Palmer
ston’s appoinfmente,  Tley eay that—

“ In the cases of Dr. Villiers and Dr. Baring
he selected men of decision and devotedners,
men who bad worked large parishes with adoir-
able discretion, who had been accustomwedtopre
sent the Church of Englard in an a«ject calcul-
ated to conciliate, the goodwill of prous Noo:
conformists, instead cf repelling them by uo-
and biootry  In Dr. Talt

oo, ard ak

chaitable barshness
a thoroughly good man v el
though bis name is asscciated with a differcot
school,. with which we have not the same sym-
pathies, he is know as a man fully impressed
with a sense of the solemn responsibilities of his
office, and earnést in ibe determination to pro-
mote the temporal and spiritual weuare of Lis
diocess. In Mr. Bickersteth we welcome on®
bearing a name which will always be dear to the
Cbur;b of Christ, and of whom we trust that be

will long be spared to fiil the b expectation of
\or must we forget

his friends and the public. ]
Le Deanery

that most popular appointwent 1 enhaa
of Carlisle, to which Mr. Close, of Cheltentinam,
after years of pood service

inted. We repeat that X
:Z:::o( be 50 tbanEf‘Ul to Lord Palmerston for
these appointments.”

Mr. Bickersteth is in the prime of life, eo0
' mav live to see anew direct:on

bas been so worthily

under Gol, we

young that be
and more Vig v
Chburch of England from the Palmerstonian crea

tion of ‘Bishops, which by calculable events may

orous encrgies imparted to the

wtisaction. S0 that my conclasion, which 1|8 maniiested in the sppoiotment of & Buperia- | yet be mach eslarged.
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