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The time to vve Geod is ; 1
the pls to serve God is right |
Sueh, brethren, is the ion of v |
Year's Day. Thi is tl vl ;
point of the whole y and wi ld |
appreciate that the day itsell |

ent time, is of greater value than the !
past and the fauture. We shou'd start
right. Wae should get our minds in a
proper condition for tho labor and suf-
tering, the joy and gorrow, of the com
ing year ; and that means that we
gshould use the present moment for all
that it is worth. Of course, brethren,
this is the day of big wishes: ‘‘ I wish
you a happy New Year,” we all have
heard and said many times to day ;
and that is a good thing. DBut good
wishes don't put mouney in the bank,
or pay off the mortgage on your home,
or even put a fat turkey on the table.
They are pleasant and charitable, and,
we repeat, they are good things—all
the better if, as a matter of fact, they
are likely to be fulfilled.

Now, many a one sajy “ 1 cannot
be as good a Christian as I should wish
because I am too busy just now.” So
you gee he takes it out in good wishes
by saying, ‘I wish I could be a good
Christian.” He is one of thoss men-
tioned by our Saviour: ‘' Notevery
one who says, Lord ! Lord ! shall enter
into the kingdom of heaven” ; and He
adds, ‘* but he wl will of my
Father who is in heaven.” Thus our
Saviour shows the di bhetween
the one who says and the or
good-wisher and

Don’t you see that by si

10 does the

rence

—the go the well do

you are pu
19 ( )
God ? an 't

think m
tertain to d

whom  yot

God the I
d you. God the Son rede
th od the Holy Ghost san
you. Isany business equal to crea
tion, redemption, and sanctification ?

But somebody might insist ther,
that is all true, and yet what I say is
true. Iam too busy to attend to my
religious duties, and I cannot help it
My occupations force themselves upon
me. 1 must work as I do, or I and my
family will suffer. I answer. There
must be something wrong about this.
Is it really possible that you are com-
pelled to work in such a way that you
positively cannot receive Communion
a few times a year ; cannot say your
night and morning prayers ; cannot
attend at Mass—is this really the case ?
If so, then you are a slave. There
have been classes of men among us so
situated, but they are not so now,

e

cause they rebelled inst it, took
effective measures to remedy the evil
and succeeded in doing so. Have you

tried ? Hawve 1 asked ave to get
off work to attend to your religious
luties 7 Are you willing to lose a

day's wages once in a while for the
love of God ? Think over thes
tions. DBe honest with your
not blame employer o1
intil you have made your re
juest and been refused.
I'he time to serve God
the place right here.
principle upon whic

y ues
Do

€xcuse

your

yourself

y now, and

vt i8 the
day
o e \‘l
and wom
only to
their 5, but to
help parents and priests to save the chil
dren of the parish. Much the same may
be said of the members of the choir, the
gentlemen of the St, Vincent de Paul
Conference, the Altar Society, and all
others who unite themselves with usin
the good works of religion and charity
in this parish, To such souls, active
and practical, every day is New Year's
Day. They are always beginning or
carrying on some good work for God,
their neighbor, and their own souls,
and doing it right here and just now.
[t is in this epirit, brethren, that I
hope all the good wishes of a Happy
NEW ) be received h"\’ you i
t you 1 be truly happy
soul, nilies,

» your friends.
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Catholics and Divorce
1 V1L ) say
n the Catl Church
n tl £
I, 1s the num
b f divorces in the United States is,

it iz an undeniable fact that were it not
for the widespread influence of the
Roman Catholic Church the number
would be much greater. The loyalty
of the Catholics to the teachings and
doctrines of their Church, aud the fact
that one of the cardinal doctrines of
the Church is that Christ instituted
mart a holy sacrament, which
when con: can bhe Ived
for no other cause
in no other manne
inquestionalby served
he volums of divores,

among the meml

iage ¢

mated

rs of tl
avd during the past twenty yea
beey assuming ever- increasing
portivns throughout the country.
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g Blood is Life,

It is the medinm which carries to every
nedye, muscle, organ and fibre its nourish-
ment and strength, If the blood is pure,
gl and healthy you will be well ; if impure,
@l 0050 will coon overtake you. Hood's Sarsa-
Blrilla has power to keep you in health by

Veing your blood rich and pure,
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OUR BOYS AND GIRLS.

Childermanas,

by the
wicl wrod Hao

to kill Jesus, and not knowing where
to find Him, be ordered his soldiers
to put to death all the male children in
Bethlehem that were less than two
years old. The Angel of the Lord told
St. Joseph to take the Blessed Virgin
and the Infant Jesus into a distant
country, and He was gone when the
little children were murdered. This
lovely band of infant Martyrs now
stand before the throne of God, and
thank Him that they were permitted
to suffer for Christ's sake; and you,
too, dear boys and girls, though you
may not be called upon to die for your
dear Lord, have your little sorrows
and sufferings, which you may offer to
Him with the sufferings of Jesus, and
your offering will be accepted.
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How the Christ Flowers Came,
It was Christmas Eve in the Black
Forest Thae whirling snow touched
the tree tops ; the starry flakes clung
to the branches or fluttered down, pure
as rose petals wafted about

hreath of

earth was
to wor
, th
lence
L bu
i f
i 1 1
\ '

Johann vex The Christ-

rently 2
Child is born."”
No child of
bg abroad to-ni
easily, “Itm
ittle children 2"

“Not so," asserted Michael, a sturdy
giant. ‘* No hausmutter in the Dlack
Forest could be so careless. Content
thee, Hans, thy little ones snug in
their cotdream of the angels, while thy
good fraw guards their sleep. It is, as
Johann says, the echo from Bethlehem,
or mayhap we have nodded and
dreamed.”

ITans was silent, but presently stole
away into the snow-wreathed depths of
the A voice in his rt was
urging himon.

the Black Forest would
ht?" asked Hans, un
it not be one of cur

forest,

“ May the star of Bethlehem guide
me aright,” he p ¢ If a child
ha road this holy night, lead

od, to Thy little one.”

me,

wail of distress

gmote
ob was )

aAnsm

upon 0

his praye ‘
charcoal-burner |
)abe, scantily

dling

clothes, h was almost

ipent, o breast Hans
sped thr toward his
tox

burning ot

And s0 Hans found her,
““] have brought thee one more,
Gretchen,” he said as he placed the
| “‘Succor it for the

babe on her bosom.
hrist Child’s sake.”
““Who was born to-night,” answered
the mother, gently, and her love {lowed
out to the waif, warming it back to
life.
The slumbering children stirred and
wakened, and, seeing the stranger, rose
from their cot, and presently the hut
rang with their rejoicing, The lights
on the tree twinkled like stars. The
children bore their guest towards it,
loaded him with its choicest gifts, and
played about him merrily, Hans and
Gire looking on, a great content
in their hearts.
Suddenly a

umined the humble a

hen

radiance

ill

! in parting ben
3 children wept for
their playmat

t
ne

“‘Hush theo, my darlings,”” whispered
the mother. ‘‘Know you 'twas the
dear Christ Child, who came to us, and
hath returned to heaven. To morrow
thy father shall show thee the spot
where he found the Holy Babe.”
When the morrow camo Hans led the
little ones into the forest, and wher
Jhad been a bed of snow, low ! 1l
oomed, great waxen bl
rold and pet

wers
with
silken

oms

aris of g like

““The

1" cried little
re them, as at

S .\.!f(".:\.li)' re-

Christ flowers

rata, and kneelin
i the p

v sh 4
corded & vow to succor each Christmas
Day some poor child in honor of the
Holy One, who had been their guest.

And so, in the Black Iorest, is still
told this legend of how the Chrysan-
themums or Christ flowers came, —
Mary B. O'Sullivan in Donahoe's Mag
azine,
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So thorough is the excellence of
Aver's Hair Vigor that it can be used
with henefit by any person, no matter
what may be the condition of the hair,
and, in very case, occasions
faction and pleasur
benefit which i

gatis

I'he devil has 1 his own
R} | sin pin t |
hard 1 [
i iv h |
i 1 1 |
mat » has conquered ) i
looked down upon by everyone, as
coward and a spirit mnan f'or he
as plucked out the | ot ‘
were deepest in his h for

vears as many as he has lived, been
fostered and watered by the breath of
publiec opinion. How the devil must
laugh to see the sin that caused him
the loss of eternal happiness in the
sight of God, elevated, enthroned and
worshipped as the highest of all virtues
by mankind !

Looking for Soft Snap.”

‘1 have tried five different employ-
ments,” says a correspondent, ‘*and I
haven't found one thatsuits me. What
shall I do?"

Take a big dose of stick at it iveness.
You lack persistence. You are look
ing for a work that has no drawbacks
If there were any such occupation, all
the world would take to it and quit
every other business. As there is none

such, the followers of every pursuit
1ave to endure its disadvy 3 as
well as enj t fruits.

the most 1

then

i u i n i ) i}
ing when united f possession |
these will insure od regards |
of all, There is a certain softness of

manner which should b ,and
which, in either man or woman, adds a

culuivate:

charm that is even more irresistible
than beauty.
The Value of Opportunities.
A few paragraphs from Michael J
Dwyer's article on Opportunities in
Donahue’s Magazine are worth repeat

ing for the benefit of those who think
that the opportunity to be good, or

in material aflai
wusted.  They

eir potency
never yet been e
elevated the pa
above the genins. They have made
the average industrious man the peer
and frequently the superior of the pos-
soessors of a gifted, brilliant mind.
Human ener and will, rightly em
ployed, have shown over and over
again that the race is not always to the
swift, nor the battle to the strong. By
their dogged force, persevering effort,
and constant alertness, men of the com-

view at best, since al
see us alike.

But surely, we who are really behind
the 168 must know ourse

l are not apt to

lves be

that they who judge only from appear
ances

our best that scem

orn Cure.

its use.

ent plodder o'times |

an inventory of these frequently we

should doubtless grow dissatisfied witl
our narrowness of soul, and be led t
aspire to greater maguanimity.

But the trouble is, we don't do this
often enough—wedon't make that rigid
solf-examination. We all, doubtless,
have a vague, ever-present knowledge
of our temperament ; but we don't ex
amine deep enough. If we did we
couldn’t be satistied with ourselves, but
would strive to be something nobler
to overcome selfishness, to conquer the
brute in us, to subdue sensuality,
more generous and Kind
and, in earnestly

to b
r to others :

striving, weo

would |
d |

eveniually become s |
No ot in know u 0 wel W
Mght i i he troubl
to 1 ) [a 1 our owtr
chi t
by 1
i
1te
1 i 1 v
raduat { th |
\ emy, at M W
>0,  Characte een prime
factor in all ea ot
he world, whether cocial, political o
oious, because it is the only true
1 adequate expression, whether in |
woird or deed, of man's convictions, |
sympathies and aspirations of truth. |
vies be with the innocent |

It his sym
and opp

what is
his life possees a latent

gracious charm which will

if his aspiratic .‘,nw»:nl

iwonorable and noble, then will |

y and a

attract and |

that it is active wi
ng apparent at it pervades our
literature, our laws and our
political life ; that it ha y A4 NOX
fous exhaltation in the atmosphere, and
poisons  the air we breathe ;
but it may be doubted if it as potent
for evil in this instance as is frequent
ly asserted. The world the
man who has the courage of his con
victions, and in dofer:
pure and noble life,

» gentleman be self-re

gocial and

admnires
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fession and winning the splendid repu.
]M!i n of being the first lawyer of the
|
|

lible judgment, our mot ith dy a (
mi "v\r!)ur. 2 | N i
W n thing m y i 1
ne the of i
Ci 1 | X a
thi 3 uld ap- | r u tl
peared all right tous. And y we | towering il l I
know this to be true, why can we not | Bacon was one of the greatest geniu 8
be charitable enough to give other l the world has ever seen o can be
people the benefit of the doubt and | no manner of doubt ; and there can
suppose they do in good faith \\l::ltl iust ag little doubt that he was one of
seems bhest to them ? | the most despicable of characters
Not to know our own characteristic : While Bacon is remembered partly for
can only he p ihle because of ¢ ¢ | hi lendid endo 101 and  pat
of solf-analyeis., It is not a grea ! | 1 the dishonorable use 1} ade
of wuble to put ourselve a | ir Tt 18 More, wi y
ourse of rigid self examins id | il quite, his equ
| if we are fair-minded we will do thi '\ 5 and abili d 0 €
irely we all ha a desire to know | quenc nd ere known an
ourrelves as we are, and it seems that ) g ed in unti ‘«"" I
none of us need be in ignorance of our | has « y down to not as the repre
faults and foibles, If we would ake | sentative and embodiment of the cul

a great and

ture of his age, but as
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portion of nominal Protestants, for one
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influences directly once their Sunday |
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