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FIVE M NUTE SERMON

By Rev. M. BOSSARRT

S
THE SUNDAY AFTER OHRISTMAS
(I st
BURVEY OF THE DYING YEAR

Today's Gospel ends with
worde: " The Child grew
waxed stroog, full of wisdom,
the grace of God was in Hm"” We
also ought to grow in goodncss and
virtue, and wax gtrong in the faith
by Jeading truly Christian lives,
and we oughi to do our best to pre-
serve within us the grace of God,
or to recover it, if we have lost
it. Are we doing this? Now is the
time when we ought to examine
ourselves on this point, as the year
is 80 nearly at an end, and the
new year is juet beginning,

1. Let us look back at the past
and ask ourselves whether we have
been growing in goodness. Oan we
truthfully say that we have
improved during this year ? Hava
we always resisted evil and aimed at
doing right ? Have we been carve-
ful to avoid sin and all occasions
of gin? And, aboveall thinge, have we
practised the virtues that ae Chris-
tiane we are bound to practise ?
Would that we were able to answer
all these questions in the affirma.
tive ! Unhappily we must acknowl- ]

the
and
and

edge that all is not well with us,
and some will perhape make the
sad discovery that they have become
worse, and not better, during the
past year. They will have to say
" Again and agein I have altogether
abandoned tte struggle againet evil,
or have oarried it on in & halt
hearted way, so that I have conatant-
ly fallen into sin. I have not
triumphed over evil, but evil has
triumphed over me,” Many ethers
will have to confess that they have
troubled very little about doing
right ; they have taken no pains
to practise the Christisn victues ;
they often had an opportunity to say
a good word or do a good action,
but through carelessuness and in-
dolence they wasted all their oppor-
tunities. They have been cavetul to
provide for the body that pevisheth,
but they have dene little or nethiag
for their immortal souls. Heow ean
men be 8o foolish |

2. How have you practised yawy
religion during the past year. Have
you always fawthtully obeyed the
rules laid down for your guidance ?
What about the great Command
ments that Jesue Christ owr Lord
made binding upon all Christinns
universally ? “Thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with thy whole heart,
with thy whole soul,” etc. Have you |
observed the Commandments of holy i
Church ? Have you heard Mass with |
devotion every Sunday and on all|
the festivals of obligation ? Have
you been careful fo keep Sundays
and festivals holy ? Have you re |
ceived the Sacraments often ? Have |
you absteained from flesh meat on
the days when it is forbidden ? Can |
you answer " Yes " to all these ques- |
tioms ? Or must you to your shame
confess that you have
obeyed the Cormvmandments of God
and of His holy Church, that you
otten might have gone to Maes, but
stayed away through want of zehl |
and lively faifk ¥ Have you fulfiiled
the duties of your pasition in life ?
As & father or mother, have yqu|
always taken care of your children, |
and tried to lend them to do right
and to aveid evil ? And you children.

avoid evil and do goed ; let us live s
true Christinne, in obedience to Ged
and the church, let wus above
all be anxious for the welfare of
our immovrtal souls, livisg in and
working with the grace of God,
and then our Lord will bestow upen
us in abundanoce happiness and bless-
inge for the new year. Amen.

—

GOD BLESS EVERYONE

““God blees us every one,” prayed
Tiny Tim,

Crippled and dwarfed of body, yet so
tall

Ot soul, we tiptoe earth to look at
him,

High towering over all,

He loved the loveless world, nor
dreamed indeed,

That it at best could give to him the
while,

But pityiog glances, when his only
need

Was but a cheery smile !

And thus he prayed, " God bless ue
every one !"

Enfolding all the creeds within the
span

Of his child-heart ; and so, despising
none,

Was nearer saint than man.

I like to faney (iod in Paradise,

Litiing a finger o’er the rhythmioc
swing

Of chiming harp and song, with
enger eyes

Turning earfuward, listening—

The anthem stilled—the angels
leaning there

Above the golden waMe—the morn.
ing sun

Of Christmas buvsting
with prayer,

** God blees us every one!"

JaMEs WHITEOME Riugy

tlower like

BISHOPS' PROGRAM

——

HAS WORKERS' BAOKING

SUPPORT OF CATHOLIO CHURCD
VALUED BY LABOR MIN N
SOCIAL BETTERRMENT

Jehn Fitzpateick, nresident of the
Chvicago Federation of Laber and
chairman of the National Committee
for Organizing Iren and Steel
workers, has responded for organized
Iabor to the reconstruction Program
recently issmed frem the National
Catkolic War Coungil, welcoming
and valuingmost highly its expresged
cooperation  in the task of recon.
struction to which labor has gat
itself. In a statsment outlining the
aftitude of the luboring men toward
this pregram of social reconstruction
Mr, Fitzpatoick says :

" Nothing has appeared in a long
time that will be of more substantial
b:nefit to the cause of organized
labor and of economio justine than
the soecial reconstruefion progoom of
the National Catholic War Cooneil.
The four Bishops who have signed

|
|

seldom | this pregram and issued it to the | .
| world are entitlad to the hepstiest | tragie doath

breaking all the traditions of the
past, good as well as bad,

"This program should be evidence
to many who have oppressed laber's
aim¢ without understanding them
that labor speaks today in the inter.
esbs of all society, in the interests of
true conservatism. It is not men
who have changed. We are not
departing from the ancient principles
of justice and right. We are merely
applying those principles to new
conditions that have arisen very
rapidly —so rapidly that many have
tailed to realize them. It s suffi-
clent for those who doubt the need
to ponder the statement here get
forth with unquestionable authority
that a considerable majerity of the
wage earners of the United States,
both men and women, were not
recelving living wages when prices
began to soar in 1915, and that glnes
1915 the average rate of pay hns not
incressed faster than eost of
living, Labor knows these bitter
truths and labor has resched the
point where it iy detapndined to
change these rotten cenditione, con-
ditions which menn the desteuwetion
of Chriatian society it they continue.
In pertornting the tagk of recon-
etruefion to which it has et itselt
Iabor welcoroer and valoer moRk
hu?rlv the coaperstion apd suppost
of the Ghureh, and the Church will
gm along with laber as o result of

e splendid prencupcement of the
tour representative Righops who have
sigoetl this vepont.” - The Guardion,

HOLY PATHEDR URGDS UNITY

GIVES VORFUDVENE INDRARONY
PRESOHAES TO NS
RBLAGIOUS LI IOREY

Lighon, Oct 17. — la the letter
which the Pope semt to the Poptu-
gueése Bgiscopate the Hely Pather
spenke of the and
expectatiops that bis bemst in
viesw of the religions and politiesd
outleck in Povtugnl.

The Paope ineists on
the need for ﬁmmy anity ameng
the Portuguess clengy, whieh, be anye,
will alone make pessible the restor.

m of conditions favesable to
igiem im the ¢ ,

The Pape obanges the Bisheps to
eend their youwng clovics to the Por-
tuguere (.‘alha? in Roms, which was
opened o 1900 bl the liberndity
of a Portuguese m , the Vie
cent di Perguei Under the Non-
archy the col was nat legally
recognized by the Government, and
comgaguently there was every hind
of difficulty put in the way of the
clergy studping at Rome. Usnder
present conditions the Bishops axe
able to use their dicoration in
matters of this kiud,

The Pope algo oxbents the Bishops
to encournge the Cathole proge, and
to advier mefevation and favesight.
The Pestugugse Cotholics ae by mo
nremms of one wind as to their fosn

2 |

|

Sidenio |

thenks of every wage earner who heas | Page W oopooss that the dispotes |

the interests of his fallows at kenst,
and both they amd the Chureh will
receive the tuanke and appreciation
in full memsure. [u the gmme
meagure they should racsive the
thanks of every good Cathelic, for in
heartening labor they have alsp

!

mmong the Cotelies bave betome |

ageuss the Oothelics of COBSPITI 6y
ageinst the Repablie, and of being
traitors to the tatherland,

Tha Hely Pother sofuses to be
drawn ate these condiets as betweesn

| eternity, and the wovld
| foom the boets inflieted upon it by

land, The world is going mad on
the subject of riches and pleasure,
It is teeming with bitter dizcentent,
The Christian accepts material
goods, in whatever righteous way
they come to him, ne blessings from
God, and is grateful for them. The
pagan principle is just to get them
and to attach such an exaggerated
importance to them ns to be miser.
able without them.—True Voice.
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THE SONG OF OHRISTMAS

Chant me a rhyms of Cheigtrone—
fing me a jovial

And th it i led laughitar,
16t} be pore apd strang,

i

af the bensts Helmemed over
walh
will mo

) af the day-—
Of the ashe of woives that
tdie

JastEs Wanmco s Ruey

FPRENCH COLLBGE IN ROVE
SHOWS BIG BNROLLMENT

C. P. A, Caltegsarm
Rewe, Novamber 9.—The epelesias.

Mest of the institotions ave pick
mup in pumbers, the mest romark-
o, s oo

College, ieh jumped frem
@fy to its pre-war figure of ene hun-
dued and fitty ; and the Boglish Col-
lege whivh went fvom eightesn to
fonty five. The Amevienn inereare is
glight at present; but thewve is no
sengen why it sheuld not in its
olfl figure of ome bundoed fifty .

The tenehing institations ave oll in
full swimg, incloding the mew Pon-
fiflen]l Ovicatnl lestitete, whick

excellont nomber of studonts. inelud
ing these of the mow v vomson
Coptie College and ales fewr Ovthodes
stadents, whese attondones, in ordor
that they might lcove the (woth, was

espegially authericed by the Pope, in |
the decees by whish he founded the |
| institate.

e

ONE YEAR OF PEACE

thoir course iato the night of

still theobs

the perverseness of governments.

| eliminates

| on
Twelve months have rolled by on |

| Thas

WHAT T0 DO WITH MEROIER ?

" BEND HIM TO THE pPOPR"

The Cardinal, Mexcler, in respond
ing to the ovation accerded him in
Bgston, told for the flrst time how
Marquis Franocisco de ln Barre, Span
ish minister to Belgium at the out
break of the War, suggested to the
nettled German suthorities that they
“send Oardinal Mercier to the Paope.”

A Gorman baren culled on the
Marquip, the Cardinal #nld, and
arkad

“Whnt dball we do with Curdinal
Mot /'

Wl rapbted Bhe Murgarte. Vit the
Guproan Crown Peinge comnmitted an

a kt the German govern
o, what would you

do ? Would you seize him and put
him in prison '

"Ne,” said the German baron, “we !
ébould send him to hie father, the |
Kaiser, in Berlip " ’

"Well,"" responded the Marquis,
“the Cardinal is & member of the |
Oourt of Rome. He is just ae if he |
were & cousin of the Pepe. There- |
fore, if the Cardinal has dene some-
thing wrong, send him to the Pope.” |

&1y, Our
natural methods permanently restore
naturalspeech, Graduate pupils every=
where, Freeadvice and literature.

| THE ARNOTT INSTIT
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Wire Screens
Wire Partitions
Wire Mats
Wire Racks

| Wire Doors
Wire Signs

Steel Leshers, Shelviag, Bins,
Chaies, Dte.
Buaildors' Ivomwork,

b
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A =y

We Make Everything
in Wirework

W'ﬂ o caposicnee of over o b -ecmtuty we have acquired the
speeinl | heewlelge ond sl

PTwo knge plamts ot yonr disgose), tarning

Wire Window Guards

Wire Machinery Guards

Wire Panels

Wire Baskets

Wired Railing

Wire Garden Goods, etc.

WE ALSO MAKE
Steol Soevicty” Cobinets, Brogss Chureh Furnichings,

Orpamontal Irom and Bronze, Gemorol
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Looked down upon, al-

Lady ;.'-|‘.ll)(',

most hated by

H.a-_..ix Arnold, the ln-."nun‘.

: soon has the noble-

lly in love

given splendid proof that the Chureh ' ¥ » ;
18 equal to the demands of the | ?:l&r:nnl ..al?m;;um tc::a:xe—ng:
times and is applying ite ancient and ‘ dovat g bebweos C-hurch“:nd
| unchanging principles to modesn ‘ State, and bosmeny hetweon thn
‘ conditions im a way that man is fe | aivdl l:l'lll] the ezl X my” Y - E
| the progress and gemeral well-being | : ‘ < ’
Heow | of this Fhne: | shrows that the Obureh is net com. |

One yenr ago the Central Powers | MO5t aceeptable present P'ry @ Pair vourself, old b
gave up their deeam of werld conm
fquet;t. and Mistery shell regord no |
J sucessful rival to the old empive of |

| the Romans.

B ’ Penee hae brought dubjeous bless

all leading degl

how have you behaved towards your |
parents ? Have you always remem- ‘
bered the Fourth Commandment :
“Honor thy tather and thy mother,
that theu mayest live a long time,
and it may ve well with thee.”
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many will have te acknowledge their, |
guilt and say, like the poor publican: |
"0 Ged, be merciful to me, a sin.
ner "
8.
8ins
ceares to

Whoever

loses

commits
sanctifying
be a

grievous |

grace and |
God and an |
inheritor of the Kingdom of heaven. |
Bsing mindtul of human frailty, God
has given us the means whereby
We may recover the grace that has
been lost, and preserve it when
we have recovered it. If, after bap-
tiem a Christian commits a mortal
sin, he must have recourse to the
holy Saerament of Penance, in order
to cleanse himself from sin and
recover sanctifying grace. Have you
done this whenever you have sinned
grievously ?

In order that we, poor, wenk
mortals, may not succumb to evil,
but resist it, and so preserve ganeti-
fying grace in onr hearts, God
has commanded us to pray: “Watch
and pray, that ye fall not into temp
tation.” Have you paid attention to
these words of Holy Scripture ? Have
you been diligent in prayer ? Haveyou |
prayed in the morning before begin
ping your day’s work, and asked God
for help, strength and protection
during the day? Have you thanked
Him at nigat for all that He has
done for you? If we all prayed
regularly morning and evening, we
should be much better than
and much happier,
should always be in the grace ufl
God. But by our own fault, our |
own oareleseness and indifference, |
we eften fall into sin, and find it |
very hard to extricate ourselves from |
it. How sad will be the end of a !
, man who babitaally negleots prayer, |
if death overtakes him unawares, and

child of

we are,
because we

state of grace !
If we must now cor
MADY

vto,

. |
we
ve In

h

WayE led in ou:r
and that w 1
braaking the Con

Gofd the

duty
sinned
of

ments of nd

let us be ¢
ning of th
stter lives hencefo

we ought nat to lose cour
ir ourselves at t |
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“The progeam of the Nationml
Catholic War Coungil is victually the
program of organized laber
exprecsed by the official declaration
of the Ameriean Federation of habor

and the pregeam of the Chicage |

Independent Laber Pasty. Ita de-
clarations in favor of maintaining
the present wage rate and PROgres-
sively raiging it and at the sgme time
tak.ag steps to reduce the cost of
living and to contrel laxge fertunes,
conslitute the sfeongest nossible
support for the position token by
organized labor, It shoold be
printed in its enticety in every lahor
jourmal in the ceuntry. Nothing
will do more to stremgthan the cansa
ot orderly but fondemental etenomic
roform as opiossd to e plans af
thaose who would destroy our entice
civilization at e Llow in the hope
of betteping the conditions ot the
magses. It is an adeguate proguram
provided it ean be caxrred through as
& program aclion. It is not a visien.

ary program ; it is not the pieture of !

a Utepia to be realized in the far
digtant future. It is what labor
demands new, and those who wigh

to avoid the excesses amd dangers of |

f violent and bitter upheaval can do
nothing befiter than to acknowledge
its true conservatism amd aid organ.
ized labor in putting it into practice.
I must agree with its authers that
conditions in America are far less
disturbed than in Earopean coun-
tries, yet I believe it would be a
serious mistake not to realize that
the workers and producers of
Amerien ave in a meod fer action.

" In nearly every respect the pro-
gram of the Natienal Uathelic War
Council is 8o comprebensive and so

as |

: |
adequate te the needs of the times
he pusses away, not being in the | that I am confldent its wide publi. |

party pledged to carvy it eut would
satisfy the needs of a large number
the point of
v old moerings and joining

hithe

on breaking
rto
78 3 the Soelalis
ign which hss heen

that we car acieve the reforms on
which hearts are set without

It is the

our

reatly needed |

& cation and its adeption by a political ‘

|
| laxuries;
inconsiderable |

mitted to any one form of Govern. ‘
ment, and views all forms indis. |
criminatingly, o long as they are |
net in eppesition to the Diviee law |
and the prineiples of the Catholio |
Chureh,

——

THE WORLD'S UNREST

——

Candinal O'Conunell recently gove
an earnest and opporttme address on
the world's unrest, o3 coused in lange
Path by ceaze for amusament and the
viehes which nre suppesed to make
for happiness, and by énvy om the
paxt of many of those who are vicher
dmn diemselves. s had no eriticism
far a just and national desice for
one's skare of the gaed things of this
world, and a cotmin diligeace in
goeliing them, so leng as these
distueb oot our gomee of propetion.
our rapkization of what are the better
thinge. Ged bas made us of spul
and body, and we have o vight to the
goods of bath,

He contiomeed :

T Al this I wish {o sy merely to
enphasize the fuet that | have striven
in my own way, a8 for as my powers
repched, to inewlrate smong the
people of our chuich that it is their
right and due as far as their ability
goes, ae far a8 the roal comtentment
of life allovwe, a8 for as the true values
of life permit, to gain and acquire
and enjoy and use the gnod things of
the world, the things that are really
good of the world,

" God knows we do not want our
people to be forever in a condition of
semi-slavery. We want them to
enjoy rights squally with those about
them, and to attain to the positions
im life which are due to their intelli
genge, te their integrity, to their
labor and to their perseverance.’

But His Eminence would also
make it clear that the great bulk of
humanity can happy

and it is no

be without
advantage to |
nature of thinge

riches

tk
cannol attain
minds poisoned the
olass hatred. This is
the devil; and we gee

sge who, in

have their |
bra of |
the work nf |
it in every |

by iarse

| while the peoples of easth, many of

| this earth

ings te the natiens at lange.
the heseors of War hkave
diminished or extingaiobed, to o great
extent. Still, the fires ave smoulder
ing in voriows parts of the would,

True,

them giek and helpless, ory aloud,
How long, O Lord, how long.

Amevicn, suifering frem mines
wounds, pesesses all the huoyaney
of youth, and is quickly geining bor
eguilibviom. Comparatively fow of
our fellow countrymen bave con-
summated the supreme saesifice.
Our ragourees atill are boundlers and
the emewgy of our osificems wmost
commendnble, Amevign has much
for which to thank God.

The woeld at lasge, however, has
not foxed g0 well The Contunl
Powers are still depresed by the
burdens of dotent amd of notional
digngter. Toe go-enlled new natiens
are qumvceling awmeng themselves
ahout benodaies opd privileges.
Hidy's wide s pierced by the thomn of
Frome, Russio is dsomk with the
orgies of the revelutinmaries and

been |

Irgland etill sratehes forth pitesus
bands for hberation frem the thesl
dom of ages. Fuager, suffiosiag, |
digease atill stplk abrond in the |
ranks of men, and wmoly couls |
would overtupn the extublivhed laws J
of same govermugants. |
In spite of all, the werld is TR
townrds the light, There is o ghoowm
in the gloam and it lende towards |
the full splendor of dny. The workd J
blow kas been very severe mmd r,‘h-n‘;
recovery must needs be elaw. I fhe [
final outcome of the upheaval shall |
be a raising of the level upaon which |
the peoples of earth have livad amd |
struggled, then indeed will the pes |
have not been in vain. Nations hawe |
come to know one another intimately, |
and they have aequired a cet regpond
ingly higher regard for one ansthes
The eompletie 'brotharhood of man |
may never be reached fully upon
but men who have come |
to look at their fellow mortals face
to face, rather than to gaze down
into the abyss ox loek aloft to the |
heights that formerly separated the |
children of the great hu

Catholie

|

man family, |
n
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