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THE READER'S CORNER

CONDUCTED BY “ COLUMBA™

A new book by Father Robert Hugh
Benson is an event of importance in the
Catholie publishing world, and indeed
in the world of literature, So it is with
keen pleasure we welecome this newest
child of his genius, * A Winnowing.”
Though Father Benson is one of the
pusiest of men, and althongh the crea-
tions of his pen issue from the press
with astonishing rapidity, yet there is
pothing eheap or hurried or imperfect
about * A Winnowing It has a 1

lot ; is bes y written, and is de-
lightfully interesting from the first
line to the last word., And of course it
is robustly Catholie.
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;s reminds me that

Talking of bo
those whose duty it is to select books
for our parochial libraries would some-
times need to exercise a little more
judieious care in compiling their lists.
I don't mean to say they err on the
side of flippancy. It is rather the
other way. They stock the cases with
volumes that nobody reads. The books
may be excellent—masterpieces, for
that matter, but if nobody reads them
what useful purpose do they serve A
few painted boards would ook as well
and would certainly be cheaper. We
all agree that thrashy books should be
excluded. But we should as carefully
exclude dry, uninteresting, “ preachy
books. However much we may regret
it, the generality of people will not read
the lives of the saints. Neither do
they want to be preached at by a pr
gish hero or a puritanical heroine. I'ney
want a human story that is elean and
heaithy.

Now we have an abundance of such
books. And a book of that kind will d
far more good, in its indirect way, than
the goody-goody article with all its
morals and moralizing. The boo
talks sermons gets on your nerves
the fashion of a Salvation Arm
ing. It is so evidently insinc

uld historical yrks and all s
us books be excluded 7 Not a
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But in a popular library all such should
form but a very small perc » t

stock, as only
tage will read
to be selecte
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* Apti-humbug” is too hard on the 1

girls. Columba is not prepared to

quite so far in his eriticism. He does Napol
not believe “a great part of womens seemed

piety must be hypocrisy.
would take them to Mass and Churel

Anti-humbug asks ? Their genuine | was so gr

Thanks for y
are more reasc

faith, Colwmba think
wdmission that “u

able,” Not every lady would concede

that. Bat I fail to see any proof of it

ind gossiping all the evening ilst the

wife and girls go to church. Evidently
“

nounced church-goer! Neither can 1
agree with * Anti-humbug " that * the
presumption of the women in regard t

simply awfal.” Daily Communion is

What else | is, his coniidence that he could t

Anti-humbug ' is not a very pro-
- YOI

creatures of impulse, and they often-
times hyste for eestasy. There is a
lot of real piety among them, but their
chief fault is that they take themselves
too seriously., But they are not hypo-
erites as a r A hypocrite is a poser,
whereas a woman thinks she is sincere

and thus begins by deceiving herself.
She is unable to estimate t their

true proportion, and she mistakes the
shadow for the substance.
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CHATS WITH YOUNG MEN

AN EXPECTANT ATTITU AS
AN ASSET
Most successful men 1 have wI

had the habit of expect
turn out right

or d

tenac eir fa in
outeoms bit of holding an e
pectant in some mysterious
tnown to us, attracts the thing
f 15t @ our
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seeking it.

Our faculties work under orders, and
they tend to do or produce wl
ad of them, If we ¢ t
eat demand of them

, make a

fall mnto line and pro
On the other hand, if

we A confideuce enough t
make demand, a streuuous
ef or are in doubt, they
lose their courage and their will
be perfunctory, will lack efliciency.

Mental faculties are very depe
upon the courage and confidence
their leader. They will give up

have to the dominating will wh
ns them., But if their leader
hesitates, they waver and hesi-
tate. Self-confidence is not a separat
faculty any more than courage is. It
a part of all the mental facult and
is weak there is a correspond-
of their efliciency, and

of no other habit which would
value to our lives as

ring so much of

habit always expecting
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and mag
acter and paralyzes the initiative

such a way as to hinder one from ever
laring to undertake great i
man who sees the obstacles more clearly
than anytt s not the man to
attempt or do ar t thing.
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1 who does thin

sees the end and d

s the obstacles.

1 did not see tl

ral hat

ypassable to his ge

army over these mountaius into Italy

seemed 0
power to discours

s the man who

Alps, which
» his

that the difficulties which
rwhelming to others had no
him. If the Alps
had looked so formidable to Napoleon

as they did to his advisers and other
in the fact that they remain smoking | people he would never have crossed

» | them in midwinter.
I have never known a person whi

deal ubout obstacles, to do great things

magnifies difficulties, who talks a great

, | It is the man who persists in seeing his
y | ideal, who ignores obstacles, absolute ly
weekly and even daily Communion is  refuses to see failure ; who clings to his

not for religious alone, It s for  out in whatever he undertakes.

every member of the Church, mar

and woman, and surely a mowent's
eonsideration will show that if it is

necessary for Religious it is doubly s«

for those living amidst all the tempta-
tions of a sinful and corrupt world.
And because people go to Communion
daily it does not follow that they pre-
tend to be saints. Rather they show

that they hope to become saints and
know the best means to that end. 1
« Anti-humbug " would take up thi

'ING POWER OF
NATURE

Man uncovers his head and bows ir

» THE REN

1

confidence in vietory, suceess, that wins

il

reverence when he enters the sacred
eathedrals of Europe, but how lifeless
these cold stone piles are in comparison
with the living, throbbing, ereative
processes which thrill us in the coun-

f

practice she might in time learn to h:n':- You can DO the Weekly

a more charitable opinion of her sisters.
If there are any more readers of the

Corner who think along the lines ¢
« Anti-humbug "' I would ask them t
remember that these people who go t

frequent Communion do so at he ex

press request of our Holy Father. An

that this Encyelical on Daily Commun-

jon was inspired of God is amply demor

strated by the wonderful results that
have followed its introduction in every
diocese and parish. * Anti-humbug ™
is a Jansenist in disguise. She
would have us make our Easter duty,
and in addition go to the sacraments
times a year. I suppose it
is consideration for the priests prompts
her to say that. But it is not the people
who frequent the gacraments give the
priests trouble. It is rather those who

two or thre:

remain away.
« Apti-humbug ' reads a meaning ir

to my words that I never intended.
When I said that men are more religious
than women I meant their piety — what

they had of it— is more real and gen

ine and that a really religious men is {2

and away superior to a woman. But

did not say nor do 1 think that women

asa olass are hypocerites. They are mo
easily imposed upon ; they are mo
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or rather could, do. here was nO | oo .nd went without his making his and compile a work entirely ir the _ \ yOATS

hou s making I b . gister

father, and there were younger ones to
be helped on.

Many of his schoolmates earned more
or less during the long summer days.
Some raised garden stuff but Hugh had
no garden. Some raised fowls, but

| Hugh had no convenience for that.
Some carried papers, but the routes
were filled. Some went out to work on
farms, but Hugh was the man of the
house and felt that he must not leave
his mother, in which she cordially
agreed with him. The only thing
seemed to be to get something to do in
a store.

“[fonly I could get in at Spencer's!”
said Hugh to his mother.

“If only you could!” she said.

“It's the best place in town. Mr.
Spencer is a good man, ind  always
treats his help well, and keeps them a
long time.”

“Yes. All that makes it very un-
likely that you can get in there."”

“It's no harm trying.”

And Hugh went to Mr. S necer, bat,
as he feared, found little enc gement.
He had all the help he needed: had
thought a short time ago that one of the
boys was likely to 1 but nothing

had been said of it lately. If any open
ing should offer, Mr. Spencer would

| let him know.
|

appearance. cause of vice and immorality, which for | yow o g1, PAUL PASTOR HAS

“Well, I like that sort of boy, and wish anything they know, may serve to | ol- Rt "
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generations yet unborn livir
spreading its baneful influence lon
the unhappy hand that wrote it is mould-
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himself. ering in the dust. There parish in St. P'a
“‘Uh. you made up your mind to come It is a striking observation madeby | ™ wde ost entirely ol nverts
did you?" said Mr. Spencer, with a dis- o ¢ the | \thers of the Church that | On o sion there re 300 adult
tinet feeling of disappointment. wag th H“H‘}.“ of good books 1 hope | converts ¢ mfirmed on the same day
“Yes," said Hugh. “I'm late, because | to find their future crown lightened by On another occasion the number was al
most 200, We have it on the authority

I went to Mr. Adams, expecting to stay | the degree of wisdom and virtue which

there. But I found he had a nephew he | their writings impart through succes- | of the pastor himself that he has to.day
wanted to take on, so | came to you."” sive generations, so the writers of evil | almost 1,000 men and women wh have
“That's the kind of boy to be ! books may well dread an increase of | been received into the C wrch d X
along,” said Mr, Spencer to hi punishment in the future world proj his  administrat] The
“and I'm going to do it.” tionate to the poliution naturally arises—what are the means
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