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MS OF LOCAL INTEREST SOL-

EITED. L

“IN vam will you build churches,
give missions, found schools—

all your works, all your efforts will

be deswroyed if you are not able to

wield the defensive and offensive

weapon of a loyal and sincere Ca-

lholic press.

—Pope Pius X.

Episcopal Approbation.

If the English Speaking Catholics of
Montreal and of this Province consulted
their best interests, they would soon
make of the TRUE WITNESS cne
of the most prosperous and powerful
Catholic papers in ttis country.

I heartily bless those wko encourage

th:s excellent work.
* PAUL,
Archlshop of Montreal.
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BACK TO MONTREAL.

Former Montrealers are just now
arrived in thousands from all parts
of the continent, and it is well. They
are come back to visit the scenes of
their childhood’s story. They
come back, and they have somethirg
to see for their trnouble. And, indeed,
svhat city in America can show fin-
er churches, schools, colleges and bu-

are

siness centres than Montreal? We
have heard our city’'s faults and
drawbacks a hundred times; we
know them just because we know
our city. Side by side with the

miscomings stand the thousands of
winning features—prosperity, plenty
and ambition. Outsiders like to
feel scandalized at our failings; they
are blinded, many of tnem, vo what
is going on  where they themselves
live and have their being.

We are proud of Montreal;, we are
proud of our institutions; we are
proud of the kind of men whom our
city has sent forth to other cities
and countries; and we are proud of
the fact .that there is a religious tone

and spirit in our midst, and glad
that strangers'are responsible for
nine-tenths whatever mischief we

must deplore. We are proud that
we can and may educate our children

. as-we have nfen.lnd to, and proud

- that the Godiess ‘school is not aifac-
tor in our bv*lqing.

Welcome, ‘then,

welcome backy to the haunts
scenes you - have ever loved and will
always cherish. Many of you will
not know your ‘pld city, it has so
grown and improved. Pardon what-
ever little blemishes there may be,
and help 'us make the picture milk-
white. Our administretion is being
probed; but it is just because Mon-
trealers have comsciences that such
a thing has been made possible.

P

THE PILATES OF TO-DAY.

old Montrealers,
and

When o man who calls himself a
Catholic speaks or writes for Ca-
tholics, we may suppose he means to
help in God’s holy cause; but, do
whet we may, -it is hard to urder-
stand how a person professing to be
o sincere son of Holy Mother = can

d d to ridicule the ministers
of God’s altar and the works over
wwhich thy are doing their level best
to preside with success end full ef-
ficiency. = True' it is, and weall
‘know it, that if more money.. were
. available, if our assets were as big
‘a8 our liabilities, if we did mot have

garies of reformers who know as
much about conducting seminaries,
colleges, or orphanages, as an ass
does about philosophy. Even if all
is not. utterly perfect, are we sure
we are going to get better men
the ‘work by discouraging those we
have, as shallow-brained hypocriti-
cal scribblers seemingly think? No.
We may have ourselves spoken of as
luminaries along the dark and dreary
road ‘‘to Wellville’”’;, the Federation
of Vicious Numbskulls may be daz-
zled as we unsheathe the sword of
glittering tin; in the meantime, men
with brains will have looked on and
smiled and have pitied as they smil-
ed.

No other religious body, we shall
not say church—there is only one—
can show the one-hundredth- part of
what we can, along the lines of en-
deavo1, consistency, and self-sacri
fice. Yet there will ever be
grates among us. In the “words of
Cardinal Newman, ‘‘Quarry the gra-
rite rock with razors, or moor
vessel with silken threads; then you
may hope with such keen and deli-
know-
contend

for

in-

cate instruments as human
ledge and human reason to
against those giants, the
And. in fact,

passions
and pride of man.”’ the
nine-tenths
who criticize schools and colleges are

grow to understand that in betray-
bishops, our re-
with the

women

ing our priests and
ligious and their schools,
noble Catholic laymen and
in our class-rooms, they are doing
s\vhnL cowardly Pilate did to the

 Divine Master, surrendering courage,

| innocence, zeal and success into ‘the
hands of their friends the harpies of
the lodges. At any rate, we are
still waiting to be told of the first

{

good tur, any one

blackguards who criticize has ever

| done for humanity. On the other hand
the mass of Catholics ought, each
and every one,to have enough elemen-
tary sense, to say the least, to kmow
| there is odor-bearing feline
| around as the reformers

an
soon as

rshow themselves at all.

|

THE DECADENCE OF FRANCE.

The editor of the Review of Re-

views has what follows to remark
concerning the decay from which
] France, as a nation, is suffering, and
!\\'hich, before long, will prove fatal
to a country which might be
rope’s greatest if she were Catholic:
l ““The real row ought to have been
| made over the state of the navy.
That is appalling, and it cannot be
remedied in a day. Russia and France
are both practically crippled, one by
war, the other by—Heaven
what. The consequences to Eu-
rope are obvious. The German-Aus-
trian Empire is practically master of
tthe continent. Dr. Dillon, writing
on this subject in the Contemporary
Review, takes a very gloomy
of the prospects of France, which, he
declares, is— ‘a nation in decay. In
the days of Napoleon I., the French
people represented 27 per cent. of
the entire population of Europe.
To-day it amounts to 11 per cent.
And its indebtedness has gone up
as its populatior, went down.
France's public debt is now the larg-
est of any. It is computed at 29
milliards, or, say, £1,160,000,000,
to say mothing of the milliards of the
floating debt. In the year 1852 the
public. debt of the French nation
amounted to only five milliard francs

they always, or mly always, made

the

of the little reformers |

nothing more than immonral little |
peacocks. They have no time to
examire their conscience, and thus

of the little

Eu- |
ligious idea beam forth in the news? |

knows |

their way to the American cities;
and, once there, many, many of them
failed, dwindled, and fell. Others,
thousands, succeeded. Dut, if in the
past, conditions forced events at
times, circumstances now have al-
tered situations. And, indeed, where
| on the continent do  more glorious
’oppm'tunitieﬁ await our young men
| than in our own Great West? Mani-
‘ toba, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Bri-
| tish Columbia! Nor do we wish
| to infer that there is no chance of
! success in the Bast; we simply mean
to say that, if, by hook or by crook,
| any young marn cannot be kept where
he is nearer the Atlantic; if, come
hail or storm, he is bound to  mi-
grate, then we say, ‘“Go West,
Boys!’’ The advice holds as good
for Canada as it did for the United
States, when Horace Greely spoke.
“Go West!’'’ Yes, to work, strive
’nnd endeavor! ‘“‘Go West!’” but try
to make sure. of provision for your
Catholic soul. Do not leave either

:
‘lived, and presently Mr. Coffin left
altogether. % :

The chief hotel clerk, Mr. James
Walker, sympathised with the de-
serted wife, with the result that
early in the yeat 1899 Mr. Coffin
was divorced a second time. Mrs.
Coffin had discovered that Walker,
who had sympathised with her, had
a splendid voice, and she sent him
to Europe to have it cultivatéd. pay-
ing all his expenses. He returned a
little less than a year later, and she
gave him 50,000 dols. and married
him. ' 4
Suddenly Mrs. Coffin-Coffin-Walker
developed literary talent, and start-
ed to write a novel. Mr. Walker ob-
jected—she declared in court that he
was jealous of the heroes she creat-
ed—at any rate, the court granted
her a divorce on the ground of ex-
treme cruelty, As soon as the law
permitted, she again led Frank Nix-
on Coffin to the altar, on the theo-
ry that the third time certainly
would bring success in their matri-
monial venture.

Everything looked rosy for a time,
but before the year had died Coffin
disappeared, bag and baggage. About
this time Mrs. Coffin-Coffin-Walker-
Coffin became discouraged and wan-

| your hands or your conscience after
| you.
ful cities ought not to be alluring.
““Go West!”” and to the farm! There
is where success awaits you, if you
must leave us. The title of Ameri-
can citizen is, perhaps, inviting, but,
nowadays, is it not a special honor
to be known as a Canadian?

|
| THOSE STRANGE PREACHERS.

Chicago is renowned throughout
the world for its freak Baptist Uni-
| versity and notoriously silly
preachers. farce is growing
more huge and grotesque each day.
The following news item from the
Windy City of the West speaks for
itself:

“Fearing that the national game,
baseball, is making too great in-
road into attendance of regular
church goers on Sunday, ministers in
Chicago have begun a movemert by
which they will go to ball games for
their parishioners.

“President Charles W. Murphy, of
the National League teams, and
Charles Comisky, of the White
Sox, have declared they are willing
to allow ministers to preach for a

its
The

short time before Sunday games, on

| their grounds.

““Other major league managers
have been questioned concerning the
matter, and if it is possible it is in-
tended to have a regular corps of
preachers of different
assigred to all ball parks
Sunday games are played.””

Now,
Does not all the grandeur of the re-
we suppose,
with

So many non-Catholics,
are growing utterly disgusted
their meeting-houses that the preach-
ers are willing to close them and
build tabernacles in the ‘‘bleachers’”!
| Oh! the folly of it all! And

folly has not been perpetrated in the
| United States, by preachers, and all
in the name of religion. Is it any
wonder that the two-thirds of non-
Catholics there do not go to church?
| Americans are practical people; when
\they want a circus they want a
whole one. Half the heretics who
are preaching in the Republic to-day
could be better employed
| ““peanuts, cakes and candy.” We
know, too, that distinguished Pro—J‘
testant clergymen are disgusted with
the state of affairs existing; but
when do we hear of an Assembly or
Conference chastise the fool-preach-
er? Any ‘‘old thing’’ may get up

what

view |

To-day it is over 29 milliards. This
enormous burden works out at the
rate of 750 francs per head of the
population, whereas we in England,
who come second on the list of debt-
ors, owe 410 francs a head, the
Germans only 90, and the citizens
of the United States 70 francs.’

““Nor can anyone say that there is
any prospect of improvement. In a
few more years = the Germans will
outnumber the French by two to
one. And then—?"

There is only one way of
plaining how things can and may go
in France at the rate they have been
going years and years.
The devil must be the leading
statesman at work, using the dirty
lodges in the interests of Hell. Else
why can even the most depraved
Frenohman across the seas not see
that his country is agonising. Is
France going to wait for more stal-
warts to cross the Rhineand ask
for another billion? Pity poor
France and her people with the mor-
ally stunted simians who-rule her.
Does France not know that Jews
and other strangers
her? Oh, for the days and glory
of Joan of Arc!

CANADIANS, REMAIN AT HOME!
For years, 'mﬂortunh.uly,. our
young Irish-Canadians, for the three-
fourths, have been growing up  in
Canada simply  bo cross the ‘border

ex-

for

are enslaving |y o father was Mr. Amos J. Snpell,

and preach in the United States to-
day. Things are better in Canada,
thanks to the influence of the
Church.

THE MOST. DIVORCED WOMAN IN
THE WORLD.

Mr. St. Nihal Singh, continuing
to tell the Hindustan Review how,
an Indian sees America, treats in‘
the July number of divorcer He
does not spare our cousins across
the water. He says the trinity com-
posing the godhead of the average
American is Success, Sensation, and
Independence. Those who talk airily
about promoting freedom of divorce
had better ponder this story. Mr.
Singh says ¢ —

Probably the most divorced wo-
man on the globe is Mrs.
Grace Snell-Coffin-Coffin-Walker-Cof-
fin-Layman-Love. This woman has
been divorced fivé times, and is now
preparing to secure a divorce from
her sixth husband. Mrs. Love is mot
yet forty years old. She ‘began her
career a8 wife at the age of sixteen.

of Chicago, the millionaire whose
.murder twenty years #go mever has
been solved.

' The first marriage prospered well
for ten years, when Mrs. Coffin dis-
covered tibility of per'’
‘and’ secured’ a divorce. Mrs. Coffin
took the little boy that had been
born to them and went Bast to live,
‘while Mr. Ooffin, deprived of his’
wife's fortune, looked for a job.
t same year the son weas taken

The smoky atmosphere of sin- |

denominations |
where |

is not that awe-inspiring? |

selling | the noble Catholic country.

{our National Policy was set on

' the father, and he arrived in time to

.dangerously ill. ' Mrs. Coffin sent for |

dered about the world husbandless
for a couple of years. Finally, in
| 1893, she married Mr, Perkins A.
Layman, a hotel clerk at Riverside,
California.

This experiment also proved a fail-
| ure, as Mr. Layman packed his
| trunk and left her alone before a
chnr had elapsed. Divorce number

i five followed. In 1906 Mr. Hugh

0
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Cromwell.
to-day!

We need ‘‘Dreadnoughts’

Willie Hearst’s dirty news-rags,
under the sway of Socialist Brisbane
are still insulting Catholics, and the
Catholics of New York, Chicago and
| ‘San Francisco—not to speak of Bos-
| ton and , St. Louis—are afraid to
protest in practical form. And does

| Love, a newspaper writer, volunteer-
| ed to act as husband to the much
| divorced woman. They were mar-
ried and got along together « fairly
well for two years. However, she
is row sueing Mr. Love for divorce

| number six on the ground of cruelty. |

It is declared that she has a man

| in view whom she proposes to make

husband number 7. Some people
| venture the opirion that she may
marry Mr. Frank Coffin once more.
Mrs. Grace Snell-Coffin-Coffin-Walk-
| er-Coffin-Layman-TL.ove, speaking of
her matrimonial ventures, declares:
«Jf at first you don’t succeed, try
ard try again.”

What infamy! What degradation!

| The whole is from the Review of |

Reviews. Comment unnecessary.

Echoes and Remarks.

The British Liberals and the Bri-
| tish Unionists have each a suicidal
The former are crazed as to

hobby.
| Tariff Reform, the latter as to
Home Rule. Next!

The House of Lords ought to wake
If it falls or if it is thoroughly

it shall have itself to
Times have changed

| up!
reformed,

| blame.

Gladstone’s

| out.
|
|
Harpies, vultures, and other car-
rion-birds are hard to please, but |

the hardest of all is Abdul Hamid,
who after his Armenian banquets is
yet dissatisfied. Until the world
| decides to use legal means in
js'.roying Abdul Hamids justice will
évsuffcr. Rats and rattlesnakes and |
| anarchists are bad enough, but Ab-
| dul is worse.

|
| The poor Czar would like to get
;rid of Poland. It was once thought
| that Siberia could take charge of
It has
failed, and now Nicholas would sell
it to our friend Kaiser Wilhelm; but
the Kaiser has troubles of his own.
It takes more than a morally “weak
nation like Russia to entirely sub-
jugate a strong nation like Polamd.

And yet English-speaking editors
will continue’ to hold Cromwell up
to the admiration of the world, on
the score of liberty. Have some
people ever read a page of history
aright and with mind unbiased, or
do they get all their lore from the
same magazine? Cromwell the fa-
ther of our modern liberties! Most
likely the editors eat stones and
sawdust for breakfast. Read Crom-
well’s doings in Ireland to a. Hot-
tentot, and the Hottemtot will con~
fine his company to tigers and
other gentlemen.

de- |

The German ‘‘Lustige Blatter’’ has
found a good mame for-tthe mnext
"Drea.d»nough **; she -might be called
‘“The Last Shilling”’, for have Lord
Rosebery and Barl Grey not said
that England would spend her last
shilling.in building such ships if ne-
cessary? And it is no compliment
to our age to be forced to admit
that the expenses for armaments ard
general military purposes are im-
poverishing the nation, keeping peo-
ples in the clutches of unholy hatred.
Oh! for the days of chivalry!

Europe was never made up of such
cowards as she is to-day. Massacres
mey go on in Turkey the Unspeak-
able, all the nations will do is look
on and order dinner. Not o in the

_effect a reconciliation over the child’s |

sirce |
Home Rule was kicked |

| to beg and implore your

Uncle Sam mean to let his country
| g0 to ruin, through the money tater-
| ests of Hearst? A Catholic can
1 hardly buy one of the big American
i dailies without sinning. We mean the
“yellow dog’’ rags. The saddest of
| itall is to think and know that
some Catholics hold high places on
;'Hearst's daily nuisances.

:’ French Problem
| Stirs Press.

Rapidly Falling Birthrate—A Squalid
List of Suggested Remedies
to Overcome it.

The Review L’Action Francaise of
Pa.r‘\s has institutbd an internation-
al inquiry into the causes of and re-
medies for French depopulation.
‘“Are you of Rousseau’s opinion,”’ it
asks in its circular, ‘‘that every
| country which depopulates the state
| tends toward its ruin ? If you are,
| what means would you suggest to
| c(_)mbat the depopulation of France.?
| Diminution of taxes for numerous

families ? Re-establishment of found-
ling orphanages ? Premiums for le-
wgi_t.imate births, and illegitimate
| births ? Progressive taxation on
| persons who have only two children,
or only one, or one ? Laws ageinst
| alcoholism, venereal disease, tuber-
| culosis ? Have you any other mea-

sures to propose ? Do you think any
measures car. be applied ? And
how ?” And the circular continues
opinion.

Prof Charles Richet, who is an il-
lustrious doctor, suggests that the
government should raise a milliard of
francs and distribute it in premiums
for every child after the first-born—
500 francs for the second-borm, 1,000
for the third and so on progressive-
ly, and after having declared that
with this milliard France would in
four years purchase a million extra
births, he states that in his opinion
this is the only remedy for the lin-
gering death of his country.

At present the excess of births
over deaths is 15.6 per thousand in
Holland, 14.9 in Germamy, 11.2 in
Fngland, 11.1 in Italy, 7.9 in Spain,
while in France it is only 0.7 per
tho nd, and the bal will soon
be irevitably turned to the wrong
side owing to the large proportion
of old in France. A century ago the
great powers of Europe counted 98
.millions of inhabitarts, and of these
26 millions, or more tham a fourth,
belonged to Frarce. To-day the pro-
portion is 350 millions to 39 mil-
Moltke declared that Germe-

lions. x
ny need mever go to war with
France, for France loses a battle

every day without amy fighting, B.ut
the circular of the Action Francaise

with its squalid list of suggested
remedies, including that of a pre-
births, is

mium on even illeg'it,ima.be.
the most ominous revelation of the

evil hirtherto made.

Hurry-Out Catholics.

Venerable Jesuit Takes Them Se-
verely to Task.

P

Writing in the Irish Monthly, of |
which he has for many years been
the editor, of the “‘Hurry out Cath-
olic”” who hastens from the church

—
——
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several persons went away without
Waiting for that beautiful and sol-
@nn rite. . The dying man—for such
he really was—hed to drive to his
hotel in a cab, and on the way he
said to his son
People—never do that !
want that blessing yet.” And so the
young man did. If he is
fear he needs prayer; amd if he is
dead, I hope he does. Some of those
who scandalized the good man by
leaving the church before

tion may have had a wvalid
for doing so ;. but, if they
could not spare the few additional
mirutes to <hoose a different hour or
place for fulfilling their chief Sunday
du":y if that were within their pow-

Lord Ripon at Assisi

Lord Ripom,.on his homeward j
ney from India, of which he

ploy the time that he saves 80 ocare-
?'l

before all is over, the venerable Fa-
ther Matthew Russell, S. J., asks
the question: “How does he em- |

the g
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do. a, good deed in Italy.
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