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THÉ S. P. OP C. AND THE THIRD INTERNA­
TIONAL

(Continued from page 1)

WESTERN CLARION
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v I
Æ course he does not state he doe# agree ; .you can

tent, become the acid test of%eir understanding the take that just as you like. He concludes.by assur- 
slogan of thc'authors of the Communist Maniftsto : *nf> the Bolsheviki that so far as any assistance we
\\ orkers of the world, unite. You have nothing can give them is concerned we will contribute a

S ’ÆL JL h” TO., of a \r°'\t" = 7 1 ,b=ktbk -PP-t of OU, jomi-g ,bc hun,„iral.

B teWdum vote is a tactical blunder? Or might ary stone bv wh rh th, ! V 7,7 b°Und" 3' That is iust *hat al> Centrists say. It is true,
not his "statement be misconstrued as placing party ment will be measured!" * "" ° e P*rty movc- comrade, that you offer revolutionary phrases, but

y thteeabers who favor affiliation in a rather peculiar _ SlnCC you admit that a11 y°u can give is “feeble”
positionf ______ “ g LAKKE. support by joining the Third International, your

P°int o{ Theses: "The daily propaganda Editor, Western Clarion assistance you offer, I am very much afraid, will
must "bear a truly Communist character'” This is rnmnrU r .. ", . , £° beKging-
a very important point, and no doubt requires con- date entitled the S P of r " '71 ^Vhat the International demands is strong sup-

. of the, * ,h' ^ - - »- ™ 
economics of the slave systems of antiquity may, tions which Comrade Kaplan dealt with re affilia- Your comrad*
or may not constitute Communist propaganda. Un- tion with the Third International are of no im port- SAM BLUMENBERG.
der certain crcumstanccs it might constitute capit- ance, and can not justify r‘Ttion of t rmsTmZ
a list propaganda, e.g., as a contrast between free ^ u u /„ y J "un OI terms lmP°s
democracy and chattel slavery. Liberal bourgeois t ' f 7 ‘77 6 s us that C°mrade KaPlan has ,
publications frequently carry articles of thif de T exhausted the objections to affiliation, and
scription. g0€S on to outlme the objections which he thinks

are of importance. Right from the putset let
state that the “important objections” that Comrade

, f » i • .... Harrington outlines I find, like those of Kaplan, to
sources sod mau-power > f merftriflfto French b'v°| "° d° ”»> justify any

X:;r,a ™Lr-6iw ,bit —** iœætkx™
The removal systematically and regularly from all 7'^ pr°paganda must l>ear a truly communist char- 

responsible positions in the labor movement (p rty ^ we !P t M " *" ^ tM< *
organizations, labor unions, etc.) of all reformists 7 ^ den°unCC not °nly the
and partisans of the Centre, and to replace them 7 b“J ,ts ass,sta"ts- the reformers, etc.
by Communists," would no doubt involve us in bit- C°mrade Harnn8ton although contending that 
ter struggles denunciation rarely convinces admits the value of

However, considering the activities of some of our 77 77" 7 TTu “77 haVC.thcir Uses and 
suspended comrades in the labor unions, directed 7 7,7' But 15 “ true that thc
against party members who refuse to pay tribute to (|'0,]mnumsts do not te!1 us what they mean by “the 
certain “recognized” unions, those struggles would ch’aracuT” <7 ^7 Communist
not altogether be a detriment to the party. Ld theV, , A 77 Hamngton

As to the matter of Right, Left and Centre groups 7 J 11 fi d th 7 M Intemational. 
in the S- P. of <L, the present discussion may poss,- 7 7 7* cond't'ohs for admission,
bly bring them to the surface. and not. 18 as he states. The “Theses”> makes it

That the S. P. of C. has never wavered in =„n VCry plain whaVs meaht t>y communist propaganda. „
port of the Russian Revolution is an admitted fact C°m' Trotsky in his ^ “Terrorismus and Kou- equally careless as to the dictator, whether Marx or
There are also many groups of liberals who have also mun™s-Ant,-Kautzky,” states the actual teach- '""can wc'acLT th^77 The question
supported the Russian Revolution; the New York mg °f Marx 15 the.theoretical formula of action, of acccpt the terms laid down-
“Nation,” “New Republic,” and others too numerous a"§Tess*on> of development of revolutionary 
to mention. To ask them to endorse the Third In- gy’ of *hc most complete conduct of the class strug- ^ 
temational, however, pets a different complexion on g,C l!y communist propaganda is meant more than 
their support. merely explaining phenomena and justifying them,

To quote Comrade Harrington : “I dp not con- is meant to d'rcct them to action and overthrow age ^ cowardice, have nothing whatever to do with 
sider rejection of these terms implies any disagree- .!" spite of Comrade Kaplan’s sUtement that the U ^et us forKet them.
ment with the methods and purposes of the Bol- i°'n'n& °f the Third International would involve Comrade Kavanagh is in little better case, al-
shev3ti.w submission to dictation from Moscow, as to tactics though he does discuss the terms. In the fi»^t place

This is tantamount to stating that the way to t0 adopted locally, which only local knowledge he argues :
agree with a rpropemtion, is to disagree with it. Hnd °bservation could properly determine and dic-
Which reminds us .of President Harding’s reply, tate’” wc find the cIass struggle is the same every
when asked if he believed that two and two made "hcre’ and generaI'y speaking the same tactics, ac-
four. “That as a general proposition, he was in U°n is ncccssary. The Third International does
sympathy with the equation—but that time and a"°W dlffercnt tactics to be employed, but they must
circumstances might alter the sum,” a reply which 77 *7 Way conflict with the general principles
is not without some dialectical merit °' Comun,sm-
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X presenting a few objections against affiliation, * 
I expressed the hope that whatever conclusion
we came to, we would endeavor to face the 

facts. I know of many situations where some facts 
may be ignored to advantage, and I also know that 
under any conditions, there are some facts which 
cannot be ignored, without disaster to those who ig­
nore them. We can struggle with some degree of 
success against the guile of an adversary, charm he 
never so wisely, but where we undertake to fool 
ourselves we are lost,—hopelessly. Of 
never are so foolish as to elect the latter folly 
sciously, but, what amounts to the same thing ul­
timately, we unconsciously permit 
cloud the real issue, and select only those facts 
which best suit

Point eight of the Theses may prove a formidable 
obstacle in the minds of many comrades, against 
affiliation.

meg
t

Loc
withii
maste
class.

■ ism a 
other 
stanct 
the cl 
in the 

I ai

--
cours»- we

f con­i’--sr
desires toour

our purpose.
Take Comrade Fillmore’s article for affiliation ; he 

entirely overlooks the real issue which is, not affil­
iation. but affiliation under certain specific condi­
tions. These conditions he ignores entirely. I 
would not take issue with him in any of hie points. 
1 dort t care whether we are dictated to or not, pro­
viding the dictating is in line with what I conceive 
to be in harmony with reality. If it be not, I am
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*ener- ithcr any warrant for so doing? 
bones, old party workers, “Dictatorship from Mos­
cow," Right, Left and Centre, Red or Yellow,
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“Objection has been raised against accept­
ance of the terms of affiliation because some 
terms apply to conditions not yet developed in 
this country.

"It should be obvious that terms laid down 
to cover all countries cannot be expected to 
apply in every detail to each and every coun­
try, but are applicable according to the differ­
ent prevailing conditions.”

1 am certain this argument would go a long way 
toward having our application rejected, should
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lof objections against affiliation resolves ■ 71 rem°ving from all responsible posts

itself into a question of “political expediency.” On 7 7* ™ov®ment> e‘c > 3,1 reformists, and fo 
this ground, and on it a lone, is rejection adressable 77"" !_hem.by Communists, Comrade Harrington 
If some Comrades will not admit that the question ^ the ultimate utllity of same is doubtful PP/'
of possible suppression of the Party bears anv 7 SUCh act,vlty wou,d involve us in a series of c says : Clause 17 mentions this qualification.’" 
weight with them, then, Kautsky-like they will be ’'7* struggles that would hamper and in the end Xow clause 17 does nothing of the kind,
forced to take up a theoretic positon, to iustfv them- a K °^7ucational work. Comrade Harrington lz covers rewlution^ and the “Theses” 
aelvws. Their only possible position is in opposition 3 ™ he doeS not know ^ oltimate utility of re- cuss>ng are ddcroes, which, while not unalterable, 
to the interpretation of Marxism by the Russian "7lng ’'vformlsts- ctc-> from responsible labor posts nmst nevertheless be accepted and lived up to, “not 
Communists; which leads directly to the camp of fi «Placing them by Communists, so the only ,n words, but in deeds,” as the E. C: says in reply 
Kautsky and Co. ' ung he can do 15 to find out from those that do to the British I. L. P.

To such elements in the party, now is the time to utilky knOW the ult,'nate . If an>7nc cares to «ad the foreword accompany-
v " 'et 08 hear from them, so that we will beable to un- sity inheTtn,^ 1?,!" n«es- mg the “Theses,” hé will find just why thes^'most

derstand each other. , . struggle against the overthrow of the precise conditions” were laid down and if he cares
The attempts of .Henderson, MacDonald, Thomas a of^ttcr^tmZw ^ W.0UJd inv0!ve you » to take at their proper value, he will realize

and Co. On tile one hand, and Longuet, Kautskv precisely that that r 8g ff**) am afraid lf 15 that the pnnciple object was to prevent anyone fromggiïïœi
Government would be a bIarnngton can not »«* they can, because they have . ^ncttnm8 the Mfiition and tactics z»f the Party
to be wished, in the eyes orS^entrTa^d'Trove ^ th< advaâteKe know. I would only “ says : “------- iuloes
a Possible .hah toL decayof2S)SluroL "7 O^rbijan, Georgia, Armenia.Per- ^t follow that the position taken in Ae ^

amongst the .progressive elements of the ™r,-v sia’ th*rc Bberation is a fact, and the advantages . £ ln hue wath .Marxism, tbsorftical jmd practical, \ <hu . riting are well known. Comrade Harrington want* jt In the period we are not eatering Naish^. •
: The attitude;^! the Socialist oaeanizations to- 1:7 ) »wT*!«eesidw yejec- d®es fellow.-that ttwrouMmot. a matter
wards the Thtid International has to a mit ex 7 °f,77 'mtlmu-mf disfratsmnt wRh ^actualAct XIamsm.aa«we interpratand-mmoand 

- ^ ^ ** methods *** of the BdlMki. Of it, ie a method of ^
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