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a tread power and got married in the afternoon. 
M.v father gave n.e $20 to buy a unit cf clothes, 
a license, and to pa y the minister.

"My older broth, r was settled on a farm at 
o linger

THE STORY OF A NOTED PRIZE WINNING FARM

A Tile of how Victor Beti, of Hook Creek. Out., Traniforned his Farm from a Bash Lot and Swamp 
Into t .< First Prize Dairy Farm In the Eastern Section of Ontario. Ii is Now One of the 

Best Farms In the Province. An Achievement to he Proud cf
HIRTï IVE years ago the farm at Moose 
Creek Ont., Stormont county, owned by- 
Victor Hegg, was mainly swamp and hush.

To-day it holds the award for being the best 
dairy farm in the eastern section of Ontarie and 
a prise for being one of the beat dairy farms in 
the province. The story of the transformation 
of tliis farm is one of ambition, pluck and in
domitable perseverance on the part of Mr Begg.
It should offer inspiration to those tlmivands of 
young men who each year start out fur them
selves on the farms of Canada to overcome diffi
culties that in some oases may seem almost in
surmountable, but which really serve but to show 
the calibre and metal of those who 
face them. An editor of Farm ami 
Dairy, who recently spent a night in 
Mr. Bugg’s comfortable home, ob
tained from him the following story 
of his life.

(travel Hill. My older sisters and one yo 
one were married. My other older brothe 
also on the home farm, as well as my younger 
brother. Mrs. Begg and I went tc live 
my people. In the meantime my father had 
bought a 100 acre farm at Gravel Hill for my 

which I now live

T “At that time there were only a few sea t ter- 
1 have licard him

withMfl ed settlors in the section, 
tell how the first babies were nursed in a sap 
trough. My mother used to go out and help 
to log the land. There was 200 acres in the 
I arm, 80 of which he sold later. He cleared the 
high land only, as the low land was largely 

and too wet for anything to grow 
ere were five boys and four girls in 

family. My fatluu- was a remarkable man. Al
though he had almost no schooling, he managed 
to learn to rend and write well, and became ex
ceptionally well informed, 
arguments he used to have in our house with

SS
'iii- older brother, the farm 

consisting of 100 acres for my next oldest bro
ther, and a third farm of 100 acne near mine 
for me. I moved on the farm after getting 
married, but we continued to work the farms 
together.

“The farm

X

swamp
“Th»

itKH
which I now live at that time 

was all bush He paid $400 for it, or $600 lew 
than he did foi thelister farm that he had intended 
for me. The farm was so rough and hard to 
clear the neighbors said that no one could live 

on it. As my brother did not wart 
it my father asked me to take tint

n can remember long

tb.
bt«j

l””
home farm so that my brother would 
have the farm that had been intend
ed for me. I consented tc the pro
posal and moved back to the home 
farm and

tk
and
tl
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■4 MR. BEOO’E PARENTS

brother took my farm, 
farm on which I now

My father," said Mr. Begg, “was 
born in Dundee, Scotland, in 1814. 
He came to Canada in 1827 when he 
was but 13 years old, with his step
mother, her infant ohild, and four 
other children, including on* full 
brother, six years old. They intend»*! 
to join my grandfather who had 
out the year before. When they 
landed at Quelle th

This left
live vacant. As none of us wanted it 
because it was so rough my father 
f’ncided to use it aa a bush lot and 
tc buy another place for my younger 
brother.
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EARLY DATS
“Mrs. Begg and I continued on 

the home farm for about four 
In the meantime our first three chil
dren were born. As my father was 
still a comparatively you 
vigorous man I felt, that 
to start out somewhere fer myself. 
Mrs. Begg and I finally deoided to 
make a start for ourselves. As there 

was no place else for us to go but on the farm 
that it had been decided to leave as a wood lot 
we decided to settle on it. This we did in about 
1976. There was not a building on it. Only 
about eight acres had been cleared. This had 
been under hay for years. The only fence on 
the place was a log fence along the road. The 
1'ind to the west of mine was still uncleared at 
the front. Only part of the farm to the east 
had been cleared.

him thermeet or hear from 
through accident in the mails were 
<lisap|K»inte«|. They waited in Que
bec until their money was about d»-n«» 
when my father, who was the oldest 
child, set out for

would like
In the Making of This Home Hangs an Interesting Story.
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th Montreal and 

Ottawa, then called By-town, to find hia father. 
He took a boat to Montreal with nine cents in 
his pocket and walked from Montreal to Ottawa, 

A whieh consisted of but a few cabins. Ar- 
' rivin8 there he found that his father had left 

there some time before tc work in Glengarry 
county, so he walked back to Martintown and 
found his father there His father, who was 
greatly astonished to see him when he walked in, 
tried to collect money to send him back to Que
bec, but failed. He, therefore, told him to work 
his way back, as he could travel the ohea|Mwt 
He did so and brought the family to Point 
Fortune, where his father met th«\m 

the Indian bands 
“In 1838 my father took up the farm next 

adjoining the one on which I now live. He mar
ried in 1839. This section then was nearly all 
bush. He built his own log shanty, the roof 
was made of baas wood aoo. ». They were logs 
th« were cut in half, hollowed out and put on 
the roof. Moss was used to atop the space» he- 
tween the logs.

Thc'mss Bennett, the member of Parliament for 
our section, on public questions of the day.

“1 was the sixth chili 
wild three girls older than I. We 
the home farm. Our nearest school at first 
was about three miles sway, largely through the 
hush. We all had to work, and work hard, on 
the farm, as money was scarce. I can remember 
when I was about 13, threshing a flooring of

a
d, there being two boys

grew up on

b

|»eas in the morning and tending about 25 head 
of cattle before going to school. My father and:

CHARACTER OP THE FARM
“The eight or nine aorea cf cleared land near 

the front was slightly higher land than the rest. 
From it the land 
about 25 acres This swamp extended over both 
adjoining farms. The water never dried in it. 
In the spring it was two and three feet deep 
in places; in fact, there was a run of water 
acroas the farm. The bush consisted of ash, 
cedar, soft elm, and a few pine and hemlock 
along the edge cf the swamp.

“Back of the 25 scree the land rose again and 
formed a ridge of hardwood trees with some very

brothers used to start off fur the bush at day
light to make timber. They used to haul big 
pine timber nine miles tc Caaaelman and get 
five cents a foot for it. I had to do the chores, 
and if
school As I wanted to get a schooling I used 
to hurry through the work the b»»t I could. 

MARRIED IN 1872

back into a swamp, of
;

got thorn done in time I oould go toI

“In 1872 I married my wife, Martha Blair, a 
neighbor’s daughter- We used to go to edbool 
together. We did not have any spare money 
when I got married- I threshed all morning with
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