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the municipal council. The Australasian Insurance
and Banking Record thus refers to the situation of af-
fairs, adding to the former accusation against the tax-
collectors Hf too tardy performance of their work, a
charge against the civic authorities of cancelling col-
lectable taxes :—

“Public opinion, fanned by a section of the Sydney
press, is being directed afresh against the municipal
council and the recent revelations touching the city
finances and other matters.  Certain  statements,
whether authenticated or not it is impossible to say,
point to a lamentable leakage of the public money,
as, for example, the cancellation, to a very serions
extent, of rates alleged to have been collectable,
Statements of this kind, it is felt, in the very interests
of the aldermen themselves, should be sifted to the
bottom; and public opinion inclines very naturally to
the view that there must be an independent and
searching inquiry into these matters.”

Fortunately, in Montreal we have no troubles of this
description to divert public attention from considera-
tion of the important changes now found to be requi

site and necessary for the better administration of |

our civic affairs.
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New Zealand is now grappling with the
question of providing for aged citizens
of that colony. The Colonial Legisla
tive Council has been discussing an Old Age Pen
sion  Bill, the main object of the measure being a gov
ernment grant, sufficient to ensure for every old and
more or less worthy citizen a revenue for his declining
vears, amounting to $260 per annum.

0ld Age
Pensions.

As there are

said to be 6,500 citizens already qualified to enjoy the |
henefits proposed to be conferred upon them, the Up- |
at Auckland, is reported by latest New |

per House
Zealand advices, to contemplate throwing ont the
bill.  The “qualifications” of an old age pensioner
are very simple and easy. Residence in the colony
for a quarter of a century, an inhabitant of this world
for 65 years, non-desertion of wife and children, and
an income below five dollars a week-—such are the
points upon which a pensioner must satisfv a magis-
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trate. It would appear that New Zcalunders look
lightly upon all minor offences, even if th punishmeng
for same be imprisonment, as, if an applicant jor the
proposed pension, you are required to prove gy,
since the age of 55 you have “done lews thay four
months in gaol.” Now, we do not knoy whether
the most atrocious of crimes if committed hefyy, the
age mentioned would be condoned as 4 1ere weak.
ness of youth. It is, however, certain that the Ol -
Age Pension  Bill of this kindly colony i« of 3y g1
embracing character in regard to the clie. i '
providing for, and it is not surprising 1l oy of
population of 700,000 no less than 6500 are stip-
posed to be eligible for an old age pension, Ay,
gether, unless we have formed a wrong mg
of the “prison” clause in this bill, age anl an nsyf
ficient income will constitute a stronger clain upon
the charity of the colony than a strictly virtyoys and
irreproachable career.  However, the Now Zealand.
crs appear to be wrestling successfully witl 4 sybio
which has hitherto bothered the best minds in lr
ain.  According to Reuter, after eleven days’ dis
cussion in committee this Bill has passcd the i
reading in the House of Representatives by 4 nu;nr::
of ten. '

aims gt

Tession

——————
Significant To those fond of figures as an indicati
Figures. Of the volume of business trag
acted ‘tween banks in the prin.
cipal cities of the Dominion, there is a wealth of -
formation in the following table of the returns of te
clearing houses to the close of August, as publishe!
by the journal of the Canadian Bankers' Association
The most noticeable features of said table are the
extraordinary increase of nearly fifty per cent. in the
Winnipeg totals, and twenty-five per cent. in Mont
real and Toronto.  Of the six cities appearing in the
table, Halifax, (although possessing one of the fines
harbours in the world), is the only one showing u
sign of growth, its total bank clearings being less
than for the preceding twelve months,
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