
Iiiipeml authorities, „,,o,. tl.e ,vl„ot,mt
authorities of Bntisli ColuinKiu-f,,,- a.s Jhave Hl.own, the ,,eo),l,. had ahea.lV ap-
pealclto C,"ana,httor help- the ne^W
tions for a Union proceodcl. I wilj uow
readtho " Terms'' proposed l.y the(/oT
ernor in Council of the Oolonv in more
detai and m oliicial fonn, ..a^er those
mstnctionsund this pressme. I would

'

cal Ju. ^«rticular attention of the House
to those rerm. as they were presented atOttawa espeeially the elause ivlatinij to

old'" T^« ''l'!''
•" " '•^ t'-'^-'-t'o-'tmeutal

load I fa,„i ,t expressed in the olticialand formal propositions of the delegates
eiit to Ottawa in the«o words •

.i,f u
/"*""'":'' ^i no real Unions can su),-

• St b«t«-,,e« tins Colony and Canada without

acrnss tho n„cky Monntaina by coach road

Je rj'f" rthfl'
t

'"'^'Tr"
'!'^'^".^'thin tLroe

oimn . f • '^''K"^ ^^""'"' -'•"n«truct .indopen for tra/iio snch c^acli road from somepoint on the lino of the Main Trunk iroaHf

«ri;lf V- '.'^'"''y '-•^"imunication at theearliest practicable <latc.An,l that thesurvcva to

tluZV""^'"^''' '""^ for mich Railwa5
ot less than ?l,0()0,000 .hall be txi.cnded Tn

fuf^ T"; /r"!" "'<< ••'ft.r three yea s tVom

Jftii ll'^""''\"' '^'^'"'-'"^ constnictingthe
initial sootiORs of such Railway from the

thfh" "' ^''"'''' <-<'l'""l'ia to connect wi hthe Railway system of ( anada."

On pregenting those Terms at Ottawaand discHssing them with the Canadian
trovermnont, an alteration of this clausewas proposed to the British Columbia

taWn f'"''"'[T"*
"f "^^ Dominion un-Jer-

of Vh«^„ ?y^*''''/'''"" *he flal^e of UnionOf the coDBtruction of a Railway from VkI

.^'chtSrL''' '\'^''^yM^LS. a„""fromuch point as may be selected east of the RockvMoi.nt«n8 towards the Pacific, to connect the

That condition or term- in the Act ofUnion was a voluntary proposal of the

ofTSr n ', ^T'^^-
The Govemmen

riould undertake the construction of aKailway atthe rate of $1,000,000 a year^hich If the estimate] of the Chief En!
gineer that it would cost $100,000,000b« correct, would require J 00 years

|

n,tea.I ot ten to complete the Pacific
Kai way^ My contention is, that, so far
as this Parliament is eoneerne.I, wo are
|iot bound l.y the Terms of Union respect-
"ig tiie IJailway in tlie absolute sonso

I

or to the extent which some hon. gentle-men even on this side of the House con-
tend. Jt was a voluntary proposal of ourown

;
a nii(l>nn parhdn as lawyers would

Bay, because we received no considcu'ation

11 . ,''?
*'"'' *''° ^^'''t'^l' Columbia

delegates did not object to it. They were
very glad to find that the people of Canada
'A-ere so anxious to establish rapid transit
across the continent, liut that, like any
other decision of Parliament, was subject
to modification. The condition that the
resources of the country would enable the
txovornment to " secure the completion '

ot tiie work in ten years was always un-
derstood. Nay, more, it was expressly
«tii.u lat.d. We promised Bril ish Culu m-
bia and we promised everybody, that we
would build the Railway if we could.
J^ut I arliament did not deprive itself of
Its legal, natural, constitutional ri.'ht
to modity or repeal any law in ^he
Matute-book, or a:,y schemes or un-
dertakings wMoh might be found im-
practicaSL. British Columbia, boin r

'^ Pirt of the Dominion, can have
no right to complain, unless it can
show that we have the means, or tluat
they are within our reach, and that it i^ to
the interest of the country to procee.l
with the construction of the Railway in
their Province. As me'ubers of tliis
House, an.l representatives of a i.ortion
ot the people of the Dominion, hon
gentlemen from British Columbia hive
the right to present their case in the
best way they can. But to say that the
transactions of 1871 are in the nature of
a Treaty, that this Dominion consists of
separate parts which have .Treaty obli-
gations one with another, and that "we are
bound at all hazards, and under all cir-
cumstances, wliether we have the means
or not, to carry out everything that a
previous Parliament may have j.roposedm reference to jmblic works in any Prov-
ince—tint proposition, Mr. Sjieaker, cannot
bomamtained; I, at all events, am not
able to accept it. I come now to con-
sider the position we are in to-day We
have undertaken the construction of this
hallway. Wo have yielded to the de-
mands of the motnbcrs iroiu British Co-


