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opposition which, if persisted in, might menace the

integrity of the Union.

Scarcely less vexatious was the business of

appointments in New York where ihree factions in

the Republican party struggled for the control of

the patronage. Which should the President sup-

port? Gallatin, whose father-in-law was promi-

nent in the politics of the State, was inclined to

favor Burr and his followers; but the President al-

ready felt a deep distrust of Burr and finally sur-

rendered to the importunities of DeWitt Cnton,

who had formed an alliance with the Livi^c-^^on

interests to drive Burr from the party. Despite

the pettiness of the game, which disgusted both

Gallatin and Jefferson, the decision was fateful. It

was no light matter, even for the chief magistrate,

to offend Aaron Burr.

From these worrisome details of administration,

the President turned with relief to the preparation

of his first address to Congress. The keynote was

to be economy. But just how economies were ac-

tually to be effected was not so clear. For months

Gallatin had been toiling over masses of statistics,

trying to reconcile a policy of reduced taxation, to

satisfy the demands of the party, with the dis-

charge of the public debt. By laborious calculation


