
6 INTRODUCTION

Hi« a«sociivto in p,<«l.icin^r tl.is Httlo comt..Iy .vos A.
Dehicour. wlirwc naiiu! iii)ix>iirN niHO on the title iNi.ro Ho
wm. lx,n. in Paris i„ 1815 Ho pu™,«I tho 8tu.ly o(
modicnio. whicli lie loter nlrniHlono.! to Ixcoino a writer
of l.jcht coinodies, nmMy in collaboration witl. othors
Ho iluHl in 1883.

Tlic coniclies of Labiche aro romorkablo for a fertile
fancy and vivaciou8 wit, con.bincl with a wonderful
power for invonting ainnmng situations. But under-
lying tlio drollery of incident ond dialogue, thero is
always présent o fcin.lly feeling for tho foibiss and
weaknesses of mankind. In tho meanno.ss and pettiness
of human nature, he sees a subject for humour an.l
nnrth rather than for satire. The gênerai tono running
through thein .s always healthy and clean. marked by a
ph.loHophy which shows profound observation and gm»t
msight into human nature.

Notes

AU notes necessary for tho clear understanding of
the text hâve Wn inserted in tho vocabulary, under
ail important words of the phrase. This will be found
more satisfa^tory to both student and teacher than
overloading the t.^xt with notes, which are frequently
more of a hindrance than a help. The vocabulary hw
been mode very full and complote.


