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In reply to yvours of'the " Vith, inetant, I regret
exceedingly that the officers of this Department should
have established a light on Indian lands witheut application
Previously made to you in the matter, and am guite sure
that this was done inadvertently by owr local agent

It has been our custom on the coast of British
Oolumbia, where nome of the coast lands have been granted,
to establish lighthouses , and arrange with the Provimcial
Government for a transfer when a convenient epportuntty
escurred, I have no doubt that in this instance Captain
Gaudin supposed Birnie island to be ungranted, as it 1is
absolutely unsettled and umeultivated, We have established
a small leading light on the southwest point of the island,
in the pesition shown on the accompanying tracimg made frem
the Admiralty chart,

I should be glad Af Pou could arrangs® with the
Indians for the purchase by this Department of a suitable
lighthouse site, say 1 acre of land swrrounding the lizht
iand peaching down to the water's edge, and shall leave the
question of valuation in your hands.

I would, however, peint out that a valuation, based
on a rental of $25,00 per annum appears to this Department
excessive, as the land is whelly unfit fer any use, and
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