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i A judge gambles onMic
Can a leopard change his spots? before in his life witnessed Wch a who came forward to offer support." Morris 

Can a 31-year-old man given to a life show of support, wiped away a tear of During his 10 months in jail at that she 
marred over the past few years with gratitude Milton and Metro West Detention stay with
break-ins and over-indulgence in ‘ This is a critical turning point in Centre awaiting trial, Hickey defend- and thei 
alcohol turn it all around with one act your life,” Judge Lovekin said. “If ed a prison guard against hostile ac- release, 
of faith? tion from other inmates. The m

That's the question raised by Coun- jpaMfe* "This was a courageous thing to willing t<
ty Court Judge E. Richard Lovekin, jk do, and gives me reason to believe take, Juc
who risked the wrath of public opi- j there is some hope for you,” the judge the taxp;
nion last week and gave a suspended V s /Olllllc said ..j ha
sentence to a man accused of stealing Psychiatric reports showed no alcohol r
*2,700 worth of furs and stereo equip- Da_^ evidence of psychotic or dangerous you can,
ment from a Homark Avenue home in fide behavior, and prison Officials felt jail ls requin
Mississauga last February. would serve no purpose for the man probatioi

Judge Lovekin, who said he had no who had been in trouble with the law , ,
compunctions about putting “bad y ji on several occasions, and still faces . 5.
apples” in jail - “and throwing away ‘ charges in Toronto
the key” decided to take a “gamble” you don’t make it now, you never Social worker Ruth Moms told the ^ y 
on Michael Hickey, and place him on will; you’ll be a social washout for court that as a member of the By ra 
three years’ probation “on the fond the rest of your life.” volunteer program for the Quaker det lared
hope of experts" that he was “I’m not given to sloppy sentimen- Committee on Jails and Justice she “If a b 
salvageable tality," Judge Lovekin said, "but I’m came to know Hickey in prison after run arou

Hickey, who perhaps had never impressed by the number of people he requested help we have
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