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Beware of sav.

Barb Mainguy

The vision of a future reality is
here. Big Brother is watching
you—a multitude of images
gazing out from 14 videoscreens,
with a backed steady drone of
hypnotic reinforcing music,
drawing you closer into the
comforting embrace of Big
Brother.

Now, 1984 is not only a theatre
piece. According to Chris
Clifford, the master fingers
behind the technical end of the
videocabaret, it is a constantly-
developing statement.

Clifford was referring to the
steady evolution of the piece
from the time when they made
the first video recordings,
through the original three-hour
version of the play which was
performed at the Horseshoe
Tavern, the workshop sessions at
Passe Muraille, to the final tight
one and a half hour production
being currently performed at the

o

Toronto Workshop Productions
Theatre. The company has also
toured the west coast,and donea
two-week stint-in London,
England.

Hollingsworth has made his
adaptation expedient for stage
production by setting all the
action in the terrifying room 101,
scene for Winston Smith’s (Alan
Rosenthal) re-education.

O'Brien, played by Alan Bridle,
inflicts severe mental torture on
Winston by exposing sections of
hisdiaryand video tapes of his life
to totally degrade and humiliate
him. Winston is an abberation
from the system, and to force his
capitulation, heisfinally made to

age 1984

ace the real horror of room 101;
a torture reserved for the most
determined individualists which
consists of a confrontation with
that thing which the victim finds
most unbearable. To Smith, it’s
rats, and Hollingsworth
perversely uses a live rat in a
specially built cage which is
actually strapped to Winston's
face for the climactic final scene.

The production is extremely
intense. The only real problem
seems to be the band, which
plays well, but constantly drives
right over moments which cry for
a subtler effect. However, the
incessant noise, together with
the constant harangue by
O’Brien (Q: Who doyoulove? A:
| love Big Brother.) and the
barrage of images from the video
screens add considerablv to the
loud, unremitting and some-
times gruesome pressure being
put on Winston (and sometimes
the audience) to force him to
conform.
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Music, dancing and good times, with live bands and a
juke box, too. Every night at the Perroquet. Mon to Sat
No Cover Charge
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THE BRISTOL PLACE HOTEL e 950 DIXON RD.
AT TORONTO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT e (416) 675-9444

STUDY TOURS

...the travelagency
that makes education
a fun vacation!

We provide arrangements whether they are educational,
sports, pleasure, individual or group travel.

Selection and prices from:

EGYPT * 2 weeks exploration of ruins and tombs * $1799.00
FRASER RIVER B.C. * | week river rafting * $459.00
BANFF e 6 days trail riding Rocky Mountain * $345.00

SPAIN ¢ 2 weeks wind surfing * $929.00
BERMUDA ¢ | week scuba diving * $609.00

For information on these and many more vacations

call 597-0166 today
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Wine dipped.
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STUDYTOURS

International Ltd.,
76 Gerrard Street West at Bay
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DON HALUSKA

Paradise Lost/Found

An Electronic composition
for Light and Sound

MARCH 17 - APRIL 4, 1980

Ross Building N145
Mondays - Fridays 10 - 4:30
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Disc Jockey
Services
CALL 492-7372

BIG DANCE
COME BACK INN

Atkinson College
SAT., MAR. 29

Featuring
THE NIGHT OWL

8:00 p.m.-1a.m.
$1.00 per person

Presented by
Atkinson Social Work Student
Association
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