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Housewife flees monotony

Burstyn's Alice bounces between affairs
important, the film also concerns 
itself with the dilemma of liberation 

In Mean Streets, director Martin from a slavish housewife existence 
Scorsese portrayed the op- for Alice Hyatt (played by Ellen 
pressiveness of metropolitan life. In Burstyn). 
his newest film Alice Doesn’t Live 
Here Anymore, he deals with the a frustrating life with her surly hus- 
monotony of the Southwest. More band Don (Billy Green Bush), and

By TED MUMFORD brattish 12-year-old Tom (Alfred Kris Kristofferson). In the ensuing intereact very well. They alternate in
Lutter). When she is suddenly strife Alice, Tommy, and David all moods of euphoria and depression
widowed, Alice must find a means of find themselves, 
survival; she decides to return to her
hometown of Monterey for a gamble overly sentimental, particularly

on the road to understanding each
Although the film is sometimes other.

Although Kristofferson has never 
on a long shot — the singing career towards the end, Burstyn’s perfor- considered himself much of an actor, 
she dreamed of before her marriage, mance alone make it worthwhile, his film appearances have always 

Alice supports herself and Tommy She makes Alice clumsy, earthy and been competent, and this one is no 
on their trip by working first as a tough, but never stoops to being exception. The man has a lot of 
singer in Albuquerque, and then as a “wacky”. She performs with an un- down home charisma, the role of a 
waitress in Tucson. The first job derlying anger from her personal ex- farmer fits him perfectly, 
ends when she flees from a par- perience of the frustrations of show 
ticularly seedy affair with one Ben business and raising a son without a heart of America; Alice is no more 
Eberhart (Harvey Keitel, the star of father. She has given us one of the than Alice. It is simply a statement 
Mean Streets). At the second job she few intelligent female leads in recent of a woman’s need to be free, that

transcends feminism and is more 
Young Alfred Lutter and Burstyn than a simple love story.

The story starts with Alice leading

The film is not a journey to the

'3
falls in love with a lonesome divorc- years, 
ed farmer, David Barrie (played by, 4,\

Chairs everywhere, nor any spot to sit4-ti
■ * ■*>**',' tion broadened both perception and Many artists have looked at the 

experience. problem of chairness. The solutions,
The chairs lounging about several the artifacts and the art reveals the 

galleries are the evolution of an ex- motif to be one of infinite 
hibition mounted by the art gallery possibilities and permutations. But 
of the University of British Columbia the metaphysical question is: if you 
in the winter of 1968. Alvin Balkind can’t sit on it, is it a chair?
Curator of Contemporary Art, warns The first chair, ever, was there, 
in the prologue that ‘the show avoids represented by a fibreglass boulder, 
the historical approach’. There is no Yes, friends, man learned first to sit, 
attempted chronology, and the show then to lie. The distance between the 
is not the exclusive concourse of high klismos of ancient Athens and the 
art. It is a vertical exhibition that Barcelona chair of Mies Van der 
reveals the history of design, styles Rohe does not seem too great. And 
and social attitudes through the yet between them is David 
ages. It is also a horizontal exhibi- Gilhooly’s “Frog seducing a 

The current exhibition, Chairs, is tion, that is to say, an inter- rutabaga in an overstuffed chair”, 
not one of your typical cultural disciplinary gathering together of Ahem.
events. It is, rather, an intense in- elements that are broad in scope, il- From the looks of the joint, the 
vestigation into the idea of chairs, luminating, entertaining, irreverent, people who set up the show couldn’t 
Or, as the AGO puts it, a serious, even mischevious. resist a joke. Two dummies making
comic, metaphysical, insane, feet on The show is a three ring circus that out in a popcorn strewn theatre, a 
the ground examination of the bur- engulfs and absorbs. The nostalgia of rickety wheel chair cn loan from the 
ning issue of chairness. an old school desk, the kind that AGO labelled “Mixed Media”. My

Right. Since sitting is one of my scraped knees and monumentalized favourite was a beat-up sleazy kit- 
avocations, and I pride myself on the initials. Neat old moviehouse seats, chen chair, an anonymous loan, 
fact that I have sat on a great many too. Frumpy, dumpy, lumpy chairs, 
things, I approached this exhibition Sleazy chairs. Easy chairs. Some not portunities, I went bananas. I sat on 
as a connoisseur of fine seats. To my so easy. Gah, dentists chairs, now anything that wasn’t hung up, much 
delight and edification, the exhibi- this won’t hurt a bit. Chairs that in- to the distress of the blazered per- 
________________________________ vite you to sit, others that defy.

By PAUL WASSMAN
Sitting around dreary Downsview 

is not my idea of a fun-packed 
weekend. Sitting on dreary TTC for 
ninety minutes isn’t too thrilling 
either but, it’s the price a student 
has to pay to enter the real world of 
downtown. Having had the good for­
tune to find a sucker — er, helpful 
person — to buy some scrip, I 
gathered together my cents and hied 
myself thither to that july 
cosmopolitan institution, the Art 
Gallery of Ontario, affectionately 
known as Fort Kulcha’.
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Ellen Burstyn and Kris Kristofferson in Alice Doesn't Live Here 
Anymore.

SUNDAYS 
6:10 p.m.

“LET’S DISCUSS IT!”

Dial Radio 1010 for CFRB’s 
erudite panel discussion of 

contemporary Canadian events 
...with the newsmakers.

Given this plethora of sitting op-

sonnel who had accurately marked 
me as a sitting freak. But I tried not 
to make an ass of myself, and the 
potentially unsettling situation pass­
ed like a davenport on a foggy after-

STEREO WHOLESALERS 
Open to the Public

AR Harman Kardon 
Nikko Sherwood 
Sony Technics 
JVC Fisher 

Eiac 
ADC 

and many more.
Over 50 Brands!

If You're Shopping for Price, 
Call Us!

CONSUMER STEREO 
WAREHOUSE

3402 Yonge
(4 blocks N. of Fairlawn at Melrose) 

481-0123
Ask About Our Price Guarantee

dJtefiUTme Thorens
Pioneer
Rectilinear
Dual
Avid
Dynaco

Qottor
noon.

Chairs is, undoubtedly, an exhibi­
tion to make you consider things you 
havn’t considered before. And that’s 
good. It’s an intriguing aspect of 
what it is to be human as well. Show 
me a man who doesn’t sit down and 
I’ll show you a case of terminal 
varicose veins.

I’m sure that this is a show that 
people will be talking about for a 
while.

Not something you can take sitting 
down.
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P Discover Us 
’ Before

The Rest Of 
oronto Does. . .

i JEWELLERY MANUFACTURERS 
M 1f DIAMOND CUTTERS 

I/VCll CUSTOM JEWELLERY
YORK STUDENTS:

20% OFF WHOLESALE PRICE

Dinner for 2 
for less than 

$10.00 
It’s worth the 

drive.

1212 Weston Rd. 
^(a block North of 

Eglinton 
downstairs 

at the
Queensbury Arms) 

762-8695

K

Repairs, Remodelling appraisals by 
registered Gemologist & designer

266 WILDCAT ROAD 
one block East of Keele 
North of Canartic Drive

A course in psycho-spiritual development 
From March 1st—May 17th
Presented by Yogi A.S.Narayana

People entering the course will, through open dialogue and 
para-sensory exercises, deepen their awareness and conscious 
understanding of the many paradoxes within their worlds. 
Topics to be investigated include:
The Mandata + Alchemy + Initiation ritual + Transpersonal 

•f psychology + Gods, auras, spiritual beings + Tarot symbolism 
Raja, Shakti and Kundalini Yoga + reincarnation + Time- 

space theories + Cosmic energies and their functions in man.

10 to 6 
Monday to 
Saturday v Opposite York University. 661-4074

DIALOGUES:

AGYU+ African Sculpture from 
Toronto Collections

Limited enrolment.
At 594 Queen St. W (NW corner Queen & Bathurst) 
Please enquire early: telephone 366.0256

Fifty two outstanding examples 
selected by Professor Zdenka Volavka 
Faculty of Fine Arts, York University

ART GALLERY OF YORK UNIVERSITY

Yoga Forum 
of Canada

* Students may. upon completion of the course, be invited to 
join a permanent school of the occult arts and esoteric sciences

Ross Nl45 Mon Fri 10 4:30 Sun 2 5
FEBRUARY17 TO MARCH16.1975
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