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—opinions

The fine art of spending

On January 12, lattended an Arts
Society meeting. Wait until you get
a hold of what I discovered.

But first, why did [ go? The reason
was that the Arts Society had de-
cided to do an audit of all the B-
M!L’icllr.\, \m,h as P()li[lL‘ill SCicnt‘c,
French, etc. Very honourable inten-
tions. The problem is with the way it
was carried out. In one word: child-
ish. Having been involved with the
finances of one of the societies, [ was
not very impressed. But I doubt I was
alone, for all but one society was
deemed fit for audit.

The Arts Society Treasufer
deemed our books “unacceptable.”
In his own words, he wrote: “There is
a certain sense of responsibility that
must be taken by the executive members
who are entrusted with the moral and
legal responsibility of your peer's funds.”

Having both Cape Breton and
Acadian blood flowing through my
veins, the treatment we received from
the Treasurer did not sit very well.
Like many Capers before me, [ left
my fists at home and picked up my
pen and paper and off 1 went to the
meeting. 1 thought that maybe I
would learn what “moral and legal
responsibility” meant by following
the example of the righteous Treas-
urer. So, hold on, because this was
the meeting at which the Treasurer
presented his expense report. Keep
in mind that morality speech. It turns
out to be the worst hypocrisy | have
seen in a long time. What follows is
a list of what [ learned:

L. It ends up the Arts Society had
a big surplus from last year. Everyone

who was involved with B societies
last year will get a kick out of this.

Remember passing in your budget
for last year’s second term and hav-
ing the Treasurer (this year's Presi-
dent) cut it in half? Well, it turns out
that she had $19,000 remaining at
the end of the year! [ would like to
know why she and last year's execu-
tive withheld that money? Was it
not allotted ro be spent on students
last year? The fun is just beginning. ..

2. Hear about the ill-fated Art
Society ].].’s Night held last term? |
understand that those who attended

$700 spent

on liquor

the meeting would get 2 free drinks.
I was informed that the executive
had passed a motion to spend $700
on food and drink prior to the
evening. Anyway, in the end, a total
of $1045.55 was spent that night,
with over $700 spent on liquor!
What happened? Let me first
point out that some members of the
executive did not seem very pleased
with my probing questions. In fact
the secretary stated: “It was passed at
the last meeting — it's over!” That
was not good enough for me. I fig-
ured that maybe more than just Art
students attended this evening, and
that was why it cost so much.
Infact, lasked the Executive three
times to make sure they understood
my question: Did anyone other than

Art studenits attend this party? And
three times they answered that only
Arts students attended, alone with
some members of the Science Soci-
ety executive. How can they be sure
about this? | was told that the Presi-
dent and the Treasurer stamped peo-
ple at the door. Did they ask to see
student 1.D).’s? No, they replied. But
they are sure that there wasn’t any
members of other faculties or univer-
sities in attendance. At that point,
one of the society representatives
sitting next to me at the meeting
told me that [ was being lied to.
What do you think?

So then, what happened that it
cost so much! The President an-
swered my question by telling me
that a certain number of drinks had
been ordered for the evening, burt at
one point in the evening, the “bar
was opened up!” Why did this hap-
pen! Did they realize that it was your
money that was paying for their
drinks? What authority did they have
to do this? Do the President and
TI’(':!,\'I]I'L‘I' ll;l\'L‘ some sort Uf i\\’L‘FTId-
ing financial powers? | think every
student has aright to know who gave
the orders for the bar to be “opened
up” and that action should be taken
against the responsible parties.

As if this wasn’t bad enough, the
Executive proposed at the meeting
to hold another J.J.’s night! The
Treasurer pointed out that he had
put in enough money in his budger to
buy several hundred drinks! Can you
imagine! Do they have no shame!
This is your money these people are
spending! Fortunately, the society
repsat the meeting voted against the
executive and defeated the motion.

Is this what the Treasurer meant by
his morality speech?

3. Your Arts Society Executive
spent $1,700 on office furniture!
Have any of you ever seen this office?
Just picture the offices from the great
WKRP in
Cincinnati. The fact is that they

television show,
share this office space with two other
societies. The partitions that they
have between the so-called offices
are about as effective as the masking
tape Les Nessman had around the
floor of his desk! Yet, your Arts ex-
ecutive thought it wise to spend
$1,700 of your money on office fur-
niture. What does this include ! Well,
I was told that they bought a compu-
ter desk for $500, two chairs and a
hookcase with the remainder. My
accounting is not very good, but 1
figure that leaves $1200 for the two
chairs and a bookcase. So when you

They are
spending

student’s money

so lavishly

are typing that long paper on your
wooden chair and your back is kill-
ing you, take faith in knowing that
the Arts society is sitting comfort-

Class of 95
Official
Graduation
Portraits

*Choice of DSU

e

DSU’s Official Portrait Studio*
At the SUB Feb. 6 - 10

Last chance for Yearbook!
Book at SUB Enquiry Desk near display.

A dollar from each sitting fee will be donated to
the Metro Food Bank for this week.

All faculties welcome! All hoods provided.

NEW sales office - Park Lane Mall (4th Hoor)
4291344

for more information:

1-800-AND-GRAD

1

60“1‘0"'

and

REED BOOKS
PRESENT

BOOKER PRIZE WINNER
JAMES HEYNMAN

(From Cicotiand)

READING
Dow late it was, how late
Thursday, ebruary 8. 700 p
[Tegency MMoom, lord Netson Fofey

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

at the Cquiry [/esk
Otudent Union [lutlding

Student Tickets
regular $4.00

ably with your money

In fact, [ actually got to see this
furniture. They sure didn’thold back!
We're talking top of the line stuff
here. I had the pleasure of visiting
the office of one of the Provincial
Ministers here in Halifax, and [ as-
sure you he does not sit in the com-
fort that the Arts executive does!
Was this luxury really necessary? In
fact, while asking questions about
this spending, one of the DSU reps
for the Arts Society got fed up with
me and said that all of these expenses
had been approved earlier by the full
execurive.

Is this the “moral and legal re-
sponsibility” that the Treasurer was
referring to? Isit ok for the executive
to spend money as they wish, as long
as they get it passed at a meeting? By
the way, the DSU rep did not pose a
problem in my pursuit for answers, as
she later bowed her head in shame
when informed that it was she who
seconded the motion for the “race-
for-the-trough” ].].’s party.

4. Your Arts Society executive, in
all its wisdom, purchased a $3,500
computer with your money. As | said
before, nothing but the best. But
wait — it eets better. That $3,500
does not even include a printer! In
fact, the Treasurer had something
like $1,700 marked down fora printer
“and supplies”! Chalk that one up to
morality also, 1 guess.

5. Finally, your Arts Society, when
handing out grants to the Bsocieties,
gave $1075 to the Greek Council,
with one of its executive members
being your Arts Society Treasurer.
(Could this be a conflict of interest?
Should they be considered a B-Soci-
ety!) [ was told that the Arts Society
later reversed its decision to erant
the money, but then decided not to
ask for the money back. So, in trying
to save face, they ended up just fall-
ing flat on it.

In conclusion, | want to make 1t
clear that this is information was
retrieved by me on my own accord. [t
is my solemn wish that no parties be
begrudged in an artempt to retaliate.
[ believe what [ have stated above is
appalling. I find it sad to think that
an executive could take students’
money and spent it so carelessly.

How hypocritical of them to talk
ofastrike to protest proposed changes
to the education system when they
are spending students’ money so lav-
ishly. And to think that even the
Board of Governors is softening the
blow by lowering the tuition hike
from 10% to 6%. Before we go down
to Grand Parade and protest, we
should clean up our own backyard.

[ call upon the DSU to immedi-
ately investigate the spending of the
Arts Society executive. | call upon
the Treasurer of the Arts Society to
publish his expense report in this
paper and to give a written explana-
tion of his expenses. By that, [ mean
when he gives a foolish total for
photocopying, I want to know ex-
actly what he has photocopied. At
the same time, he can probably ex-
plain to us what “moral and legal
responsibility” really means.

| hope students will attend the
next Arts Society meeting and de-
mand the answers to the questions
that arise from what | have revealed.
Someone must accept responsibility
for this waste of your money

Yours in pursuit of justice,
Michel P. Samson




