
Barometer Rising at Neptm^oes

adapted for the stage by artistic Mont Blanc which continued in 
director Richard Ouzounian from towards the pier where crowds 
Hugh MacLennan's celebrated were gathering to see the spec- 
novel. tacular sight. It was 18 minutes

The collision of two ships in after the collision that the tre- 
the Halifax Harbour — the Bel- mendous explosion occurred, 

of gian steamer Imo and the French killing approximately 2000, 
Mont Blanc, loaded
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by Ellen Reynolds
Not many people can 

remember Halifax as far back as 
Dec. 6,1917, but most of us have 
read or been told about the dev­
astating Halifax Explosion. For 
the seventieth anniversary 
the explosion, Neptune Theatre

Wain (David Renton) and his mistress Evelyn (Burgandy Code)
boardwalk were always in view, 
with the different sets arranged 

a lazy-susan affair below 
allowing for quick and unobtru­
sive scene changes.

The variety of lighting also 
differentiated each scene. One 
particularly impressive lighing 
trick was the snow effect created 
by dots of light falling like 
snowflakes.

On the whole, it was an enjoy­
able and entertaining play with 
historical and local appeal.

Barometer Rising is playing at 
the Neptune Theatre until 
December 6.

injuring 9000, and levelling 
most of the city.

Barometer Rising followed the 
lives of several people leading up 
to the explosion. Third-person 
narration provided story back­
ground and helped solve the 
problem of presenting an entire 
novel in the space of two hours. 
The play began with Neil 
MacRae returning from the war 
overseas to a cold and unwel­
coming Halifax. Neil had been 
reported missing, presumed 
dead, in France after his unethi­
cal commander (and uncle), 
Colonel Geoffrey Wain, 
removed him from duty for dis­
obeying an impossible order.

Wain was back in Halifax and 
Neil had to clear his name before 
showing his face and returning 
to Penny, his cousin and 
betrothed. Meanwhile, another 
soldier and friend of Penny's, Dr. 
Angus Murray, had fallen in love 
with Penny and offered to marry 
her. This pleased Wain to no 
end, since he hated his nephew 
and never approved of Neil's 
interest in his daughter Penny.

The complexities of MacLen­
nan's novel are well-presented 
by the actors, especially the con- _ 
vincing characterizations of 
Wain, Penny, and Angus by 
David Renton, Carol Sinclair

steamer
with TNT — started a fire on the and Graham MacPherson 

respectively. They made it very 
easy to be drawn into the story.

Also worth noting are the 
debut performances at Neptune 
of two Dalhousie graduates, Eli­
zabeth Beeler (Mary/Mrs. Ste­
vens/Nanny) and Burgandy 
Code (as Evelyn (Wain's 
mistress)/Sadie/Woman).

The climax of the play is a 
painfully loud explosion which, 
although anticipated, was over­
whelming in magnitude.

The set was extremely clever. 
The Citadel hill clock and the
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I’ve Heard the Mermaids Singing

A film that soars
the art gallery, her photographs, 
and her escapes into a fertile

by Ellen Reynolds

Polly is an "organizationally imagination, 
impaired" person-Friday. She's This original new 
rather goofy and she's over film directed by PatriciaRoztoia
thirty, but she's also an endear- soars with Polly s imagia^tibfeas
ing, unpretentious enjoyer of she indulges in zany daydreams 
life. She is enamoured with her like flying over the city, scalingssxxsrs ”T
has time Sr her lover, Mary, and I've Heard the Mermaids Sing-
the pretensions of the art world. ing is not glossy %Hqllywood 

In I've Heard the Mermaids material. It's Canadian 40» its 
Singing, Polly (Sheila McCarthy) real entertainment. (See 
tells the story of her new job at calendar page for listings.) _—
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we deliver!
Now you can sit back, 
relax and the best fried 
chicken in town will 
come to you. One phone 
call and you can order 
any of our great menu 
items —chicken, taters, 
fries, dessert and more.
Keep our number handy 
and...just call.

Call 425-1513
6443 Ouinpool Rd„ Halifax 
$1.75 delivery charge 
Discounts or coupons not

applicable on delivery orders
MINIMUM $5 ORDER FOR DELIVERY
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Mary Brown’s Fried Chicken
Nothing else comes close.
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What can you get from Campbell’s Chunky Soup 
that will help your record collection?

You can get a $2.00 off A&A Records Coupon.

Get inuoived 
in The DSU

We still need people to serve 
on the following committees:

Constitution 
Communication 
Honour Awards

Student Advocacy Service Advisory 
Judicial Board

Alumni Award of Excellence 
for Teaching

We also require a Handbook Editor.

Applications can be picked up in 
222 of the SUB.room
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