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vestigating security matters.
According to Gagnon, the 

operation was not the first 
time the police had tried to 
disrupt meetings of the group. 
He said the police had also 
convinced several landlords 
not to rent rooms to the group.

“To our eyes, this police 
operation is not only an act of 
provocation and intimidation 
on the part of the state police. 
It’s a question of accepting 
this without saying anything,’’ 
the group said.

The group is considering 
taking legal action against the 
police under both the Quebec 
Human Rights Act and the 
Canadian Bill of Rights.

As well, the group's lawyer 
said it was considering possi­
ble criminal charges and may 
also bring the incident to the 
attention of the Macdonald 
Commission on the RCMP.

Spies on group
ing and photographing them.

Although the surveillance 
continued throughout the 
afternoon, no-one was ar­
rested and police did not pre­
vent anyone from leaving the 
camp.

When lawyers for “In Strug­
gle’’ were called in, they were 
unable to identify the police or 
discover the purpose of the 
raid. The group said Quebec 
Justice Minister Marc-Andre 
Bedard failed to return the 
lawyers' calls.

A spokesperson for Bedard 
later said the operation was 
“considered normal” within 
the RCMP mandate for in­

MONTREAL (CUP)—The Marx- 
ist-Leninist group “In Strug­
gle” has accused the RCMP of 
holding its members hostage 
at a holiday camp while they 
were holding a meeting there 
September 29.

According to group sec­
retary-general Charles 
Gagnon, the group was sur­
rounded and photographed by 
40 - 50 police officers, armed 
with rifles, cameras, and radio 
equipment.

Although the group has 
threatened to sue the RCMP, 
spokespersons for the force 
have refused to either confirm

or deny that RCMP officers 
took part in the operation.

The group had been holding 
a week-long study session in 
Katevale, 140 kilometers east 
of Montreal on the question of 
“organizing the working class 
and citizens' groups,” said 
Gagnon.

Near the end of the confer­
ence, police arrived in un­
marked cars and vans, block­
ed the road to the camp and 
spread out around the peri­
meter of the property, he said.

When the police refused to 
identify themselves, group 
members responded by stalk­

continued from page 7

from Al's records that jour­
nalists and writers are par­
ticularly vulnerable to political 
imprisonment. In May 1976 
A.I. listed 67 journalists and 
writers imprisoned in 17 coun­
tries throughout the world.

Much depends on Al’s repu­
tation for judicial fairness. Its 
judgments are neither wild nor 
sweeping. It works closely 
with bodies such as the Inter­
national Commission of 
Jurists (ICJ), and shares 
broadly its analysis of the 
reasons for torture. Torture 
happens when the security 
forces become a law unto 
themselves, and above all 
when they are under pressure 
to produce results. Detention 
of political dissidents in men­
tal hospitals in the Soviet 
Union does not happen 
because Russians are less 
human than anyone else. It 
has structural causes. The 
same pressure to “produce re­
sults” led to abuses by the 
British Army in Northern Ire­
land.

Amnesty International is 
not a religious organization. 
The Al symbol - a burning can­
dle surrounded by strands of 
barbed wire—sums up an as­
piration in which Al feels peo­
ple of all beliefs, colour, 
ethnic origin or religion, can 
share.
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The 200-mile fisheries management 
gives Canada the opportunity to become the 
number one fish exporter in the world.
For Atlantic Canada, this opportunity could 
mean a growing, renewable resource industry- 
that would stimulate the economy in the way 
that oil has stimulated the economy of 
western Canada.
For Canada as a whole, the opportunity 
could mean more exports, a stronger dollar 
and a reduction in regional disparity.
Taking full advantage of the opportunity 
involves a number of complex considerations 
and policies. One consideration is the need 
for a reasonable balance between the inshore 
fishery and the offshore fishery. The 
existence of both is essential. There is room 
for expansion in both the inshore and 
offshore sectors.
Policies that recognize the need for this 
balance, and that recognize that competing 
internationally requires size, expertise, 
technology, financial resources and continuity 
of supply throughout the year, are essential

to taking advantage of the opportunity. 
There is a time limit.
If Canada does not move quickly to develop 
the freezer trawler technology required to 
catch more fish within our jurisdiction, we 
will continue to see a large foreign fishing 
fleet in our waters — perhaps for all time. 
The opportunity will be lost.
As interested and concerned organizations 
involved in fishing, National Sea Products 
Ltd., and H.B. Nickerson & Sons Limited, 
would like Canadians to know more about 
our industry and the important economic 
opportunity it offers. For additional 
information, please write to:
Ocean Resources, P.O. Box 1700 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, B3J 2Zl
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