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Everything you always wanted to
know about computers...

Modems. Computer networks. What
are they?

Will you be able to log in to NORAD
central if you buy one ? Will they change
your life? No.

There are many misconceptions about
tele-communications these days. Words
like "virus,” “phone-phreaks,” “hackers”
and “break-in” are bandied about in the
media today. Most of the information
available is PURE SENSATIONALISTIC
HYPE.

So in hope of clearing some of that up
here is a short glossary:

Electronic Mail(e-mail) — a computer
version of the post office. You type in
letters on a computer. You address them to
other users on the same computer or
another. The mail is then transported to
the other computer through a network.
Each computer in the network passes the
mail on to the next one down the line until
the mail reaches its final destination. See
networks.

Networks — a group of computers
connected together so they can share

they are often interconnected so that mail
on one can get to the other.

On-Line Information Services — com-
panies that operate computers that you
can log on to and access information on.
They usually charge an hourly rate for use
of their systems. A staggering amount of
information is available:

You can read the New York times on one
system. Systems like ”"Dialog” and

*Canole” let you perform information
searches and get bibliographic information
on any subject that has had magazine
articles or books published about it. In
some cases they will cven track down the
book for you and mail it.

You can access stock information, and
buy and sell stocks. You can log on to
home shopping networks, buy virtually
anything, have it mailed to you and charged
to your credit card. You can download
libraries of programs for your computer,
and talk to conferences of users on special-
ized topics.

These services are often expensive;
monthly connect bills for heavy users

-"Blee off, you nud.”

: — Hobbit
"I look great in a filmy black scarf... and

nothing else.”
— Candyapple Grey
“If I were Hitler, I would have stuck to

art.”

— Bald Dwarf

These are quotes from users of BBS chat
systems.

With the proliferation of computers and
modems, many people are turning their
computers into information and conferen-
ce centers. Therc are more than 100
BBS’s in Edmonton.

The BBSes vary widely in content and
purposc. Some are chat systems, where
people call in and talk to other people.
Others are places where you can download
free programs. Some offer multi-player

_ games. Some do all of that. Some charge

you to sign on, but most are free.

Each BBS has its own personality. They
attract certain kinds of users. While some
cater to technical users who need to get
information about computer related topics,
others attract non-technical users who
know little more than how to turn their
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Soul”. “Spot You in a CoalMine” (backing vocals by England’s Ruby Turner) and " Still in «
Love " This was also the year he graduated from international hit singles to an international
hit album, which ended up 52nd in Canada’s top 100 count down of 1988.
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