Féod bank donations
misguided

The Students’ Union is currently debating whether or
not to install a collection point on campus for the food
bank.

Such a venture deserves very careful consideration

Several well intentioned councilors feel that students
-donating food would be a small but significant step in
alleviating the needs of the destitute in this city.

Itis true that even the longest journey starts with the first
step; but, is it misleading to think that the answer to the
crisis in Edmonton lies with private philanthropy?

It's often been said that the lines at the food bank act as a
social barometer indicating the economic climate of the
city. The longer the lines, the higher the unemployment.

As alderman Jan Reimer recently noted, Edmonton is
the unemployment capital of western Canada.

The need for the food bank is all too obvious: more and
more people are knocking on its doors every day.

Food bank officials say that one in five welfare recipients
use their facilities, an increase of eight and a half per cent
since January.

Why?

A recent report released by the food bank found that
“"the primary reason for this increase is the cut to welfare
rates for single employables.”

However, some single employables have been press
ganged into a new government scheme — working for
welfare — since the report was released. This new scheme
guarantees welfare recipients enough work to get off the
provincial welfare roll onto the federally financed UIC.

A Senate committee on poverty reported in 1971 that
the welfare system had become increasingly unable to
meet the needs of its clients.

“It has failed to achieve its humanitarian goals. It
deprives its recipients of dignity and provides no incentive
or rewards for those who wish to escape poverty,” the
report stated.

There have been changes since then; times have
become harder for those living at the subsistence level.

Almost daily we read about the hardships facing welfare
recipients.

Something is wrong with the system when a triple
amputee has to separate from his wife in order to get
proper assistance from social services.

The government has consistently maintained its Victo-
‘rian attitude that personal hardship is a result of moral
failure.

The route to financial success for the individual is found
by expanding one’s employment opportunities, we are
told regularly from the Legislature Building.

Try telling that to someone who can’t find enough food
to fill his belly.

The poor are often the most undereducated members
of our society; they certainly are not organized politically.

Rather than deliberate on the merits of collecting for
the food bank, the SU should channel their energies into
lobbying on behalf of a voiceless minority who face depri-
vation every day.

Rod Campbell
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You B8UY A DOZEN PENCILS
AND 6ET THE TIiN CUPFREE...
WE THOUGHT IT A NICE WAY
FOR YOU To HELP WITH YOUR
TUITION THIS YEAR !/
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Act assesses cuts

During the summer the Anti-Cutbacks
team has been industriously at work
attempting to assess the effects of a three
percent cutback in funding to post-
secondary education in this province.
Our preliminary findings reveal that
much damage has already resulted from
the cuts, and that the shock waves have
far from subsided. There is good reason
to suspect that the good quality educa-
tion available to students on this campus
and students all over Alberta is being
jepordized by cuts in funding.

The Anti-Cutbacks Team (ACT!) is a
volunteer organization constitutionally
assigned the responsibility of addressing
the following issue areas: the quality of
post-secondary education; accessability
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of post-secondary education and any
other issue area deemed relevant. Clearly
this mandate is an ambitious one.
Without the required volunteer support
these responsibilities will remain unful-
filled. | would therefore like to take this
opportunity to invite all students con-
cerned about the future of education in
this province to get involved in the Anti-
Cutbacks Team. Interested Students may
contact ‘Andrew Fredricks the External
Commissioner and Chairman of ACT or
Paul Lagrange, VP External in room 256
SUB.

Wade Deisman
Interim Research Co-ordinator
ACT!

Michigan inmate seeks correspondent

I am presently confined at the State
Prison of Southern Michigan, and I'd be
very grateful if | could perhaps establish a
correspondence with anyone wishing to
do so. Please understand, just because
I’'m in prison; that doesn’t necessarily
mean that I’'m a criminal. We all can make
a mistake. But nothing can change a
particular situation unless there’s a will to
do so.

| hope it hasn’t been accounted pre-

sumptuous if a man of low and humble
station has ventured to have a friend.

Alphonso Hayes

#179535

State Prison of Southern Michigan
4000 Cooper Street

Jackson, Michigan, 49204

Charlie Fleet is a local freelance cartoonist.

You and
the Gateway

We are the Gateway. We
are here to keep the stu-
dents of the University in-
formed, enlightened, and
entertained. To do, this we
need you.

Letters to the Editor are
encouraged and always wel-
come.

If you have a concern,
idea, or comment which
would be of interest to the
students of the University,
please do not hesitate to
send it in. All we require is
your name, address, phone
number,and student ID num-
ber. We will not print letters
missing any of these.

Letters should be no long-
er than 300 words.

Mail or deliver your
letters to room 282 SUB, or
drop them at any SU In-
formation booth.
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