
be the ondy man who gecs to vent bis spleen
at wil? 1 have been missing outc on ail the
fun With such a bloodtblrscy choughc ini
mînd 1 incend co cake a run at my favourite
over-rated auchor, Kunt Vonnegut,

Kurt. Vonnegut: Xc- seems, for 1 sorte,
that the literary worldbeginsand ends with
this nian. This atonecoul be bearabl if it
were noc for the flock of darùinably cute
imicators he lbas begotten. Someching has
to be dont about it!

.Letcs cake a case in point, hits major«
opus, Breakfstusof Champdonr. I first-read
chia fairy cale for adults *lien 1 was in
junior hîghschool and at chat ime found it
amusing. Years lacer 1I openéd the cover
agan 1l to find the book a radierlaboured. kischy melodramna

Ic tels the scory of Kilgore Trout
(Vonnegu!'s legendary, trasy science
fiction wricer) and bis efforts to attend an
arcs festival in Midland Gic. Xc also tells us
of Dwighc Hoover, a manlldiven insane by
one of Trout's scories, and Eddie Ket ,a
hapless idiot negro, and Bunny, a homosex-
ual piac>playe, and Býoni., a breascstrdke>
champion waitress, etc. etc. etc.

Thç Men!nBlac
TIfF STRANGLERS
(Siff Canada) Atic Records RIP 2004

Alcbough chia LP was released lastsm er, e it deserved sorte mention.
Thie M&ninBJae.k ranges from bizarre co
devastating in what itpesnts and how ic
preserits it. The albium still bas the
rumbling, crunchy bass sound that che band
has had since 1974 and chen some. Their
sound bas been enhanoed by high-powered
keyboard work andi lots of stacacco druni-
min&. Cranking up the volume to play chia

musc wll ealy #et the windows sbaking
and the peakers eumapmg.

The album scamc off with "Walt-
zingIac", a menacing and extremnely
unusual cune that is not meant co beplayed
lace ai nigi when uare home alone.The
music isbhauntng enou$h, being based on a
carnival style canié with ominous over-ý
cones. Eventually che most outlandish vocal
rack is Incroduced. It bas fantasc.c effecc

and 1 have yec to hear, anything 1 can
compare it co. It is follo;wed by "Jusc Like
Nohig On Earti", a pounding cime with
a ripping bass line and, again, a very
înceresing and imaginative vîocîl rack.

Then, afcer a mdor cut, "Waiting
For The Men In BIa& pultates inco hf..
is a very intense song wric rbycc
keyboards andi pound in rmSidon
closswith the ins amncal rum The
Cencuries; Turti", which never reaches the
climax it seems co b. buildirig owards. 1
founti it to b. a liccle disappoincicig wbpn
ch. music bcgan to fàde out andi was still
waling for che cime w pek. Xc is
unforcunace chat side-one enda hia way,
especially because side cwo begins witb a
mindicas licle ditcy chat 1 found easy co
forger. The. cwo best caca from th. second
sie,çere, from mry point of view, "Thrown
way" andi "Marina Machine", both of

hihare beavy wich keyboard work and
hooky basa Uines.

ia so pat; che cast of freaka are ail set ana-
tidy, as reai as comicbook heroes, and the
fate cbey meet is very self -consciously
inevicable. A book like chia deserves,
perbaps, a smali cuit audience; people who
wil appreçiace it for its~ limnicet merits. It
does not deserve to bc acclainied as a "great
Amnerican novel". This sort of experimen-
ctal staff bas been dome befère, andi since,
much beccer: Francoise Sagan's Scrrs on thie
Soud la one example, Kobo Abes Thie Box
,%n. is yec another.

1 do not. r.ally dislike Vonnregut
intensely. Some of bas work,Iike Slamgkter
Hos tFe, bas sortie fine moments. IJuat
think chat bis deliberacely childish style of
prose gets fat more respect andi admiration
than it should.

And worse yec are che imnitators lie bas
spawned. If cie likes of Tom! Robbins or
Richard Brautigan were to vanish from the
bookracks I oertainiy wouldn'c lie awake at.
niglit wich remorse._ I suppose chere is
room for sach pseudo-fairytale prose in our
libraries but let's keep it in perspective.
Tbe chought of Kart Vonnegut winning a
Nobel prize for literature sboulti- make
anyone feel aneasy.

ja sLStevens

Miany.may.find chis album - chrough
ica lyrica, its music, or both -toe
somiewhat depressing. Admictedly - itdoes
have'sorne heavy' Iyrics and che mus ic la
not very up-beat, but 1 found'the. albumi tg
be grear liscenng. Ic is not an album cthat 1
will soon ire -of, due w its unique
reac'ient of vocals and it's- overpowering

cone. If you are tireti of the samne oid top 4
scblock I would reconumendt hia as a 1 'l
album chat you could sictclown andi give a
listen to.

Por Thse About ToRock, W. Saluce
You ACi/DC
(Adgasiic Recorda)
WEA Music XSD 11111

The working-class simplicity witb
which AC/DC present theniselves mnay
sèeeni undanei but it la much more honest
chan most of che 'back co ch roots' new
wave oacfits. Their entire album la playeti
wîch chree chords, played in the same key,
and layed at one speed, fast. It is power
chord and guitar solo heaven;, it is for chose
wbo wanc cthe heaviesc mecal ney "can
buy.

Tiiemuasic virtuallyespiodes off the.
vinylEach cutis;ippddrough wich and
awesome force chat is generated by che.
savage guicar playing of Anguas Young andi
is ferociou*l driven home by rummer
Phil Kudd. Foi, flose About ZoRock isso
lieavy meatchat it may juat crash scraighc
chcoiugyour curncable.

Teimageis complecedby due rncng
andi screeching of Brian JoLnson, who
would bave us" believe chat lei t actuafly
sining bec chat Wendy 0. would bave a
iough time matching his incoberence.

The pronduction andi engineering on
this LP supr o the r=ecu
releasesa nd maks oit one of cheiîr btter
albumrs I found che best caca on tii. aluut
tob. "PutTh. Pinger OnYou," "Injecct-he
Venorn", ' adhe ticle rack.

a great caeer.cnda
Go%#tom Oeauumuut Amiod

iln tnday'B iophiicated Qaniadltfl
Aned Forces, Ma1itiffl~ EnoIneefing
officers wo* wlth jet turbine
englne, computers, OI.ctroflC¶icI
au1 of tiiose specialized fulnction*
you can go far...flechatlilfgin
projects that Could t#ce you t0 în.nY

Fparts of the worid. if you'reinto
engineering, put your degree b wrc
in Naval Operations. Asic us about
yot*.
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Wift to fThé Director of RBeentiUu
en SeI.0h,
Nthml fflOeenç. fteàdquatomi
Ottaiwa, Unfaulo. tUA 0(2

OR

Canadien Forces OtfinItICmOg
10414 - 103 k.wO
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