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World bot spot
Ho Chi Minh, leader of North

Vietnam is the senior of the two,
and pertinent details of bis lif e
follow.

0 He was born about 1890, 1891
or 1892 on May 19, in the village of
Nghe-An in Central Vietnamn.

0 His name at birth bas been
given as Nguyen Ai-Quoc.

* He began bis revolutionary
career at the lycée Quoc-Hoc at
Hue. He was expelled because of
anti-French activities.

* At the begini ing of the First
World War, Ho went to London,
where he supported Irelaiid li her
struggle for independence.

*Early in 1917 or 1918, he be-
came involveil in the socialist de-
bate in France, supporting the
Communists because of their posi-
tion on the colonies.

* He returned to Vietnam in
1924, and opened a school for party
mnembers, graduating between 20
and 30 political agitators per month.

This was a bard time for the
Communist parties in East Asia.
The Chinese party was dissolved,
the British and the Dutch struck
decisive blows against the Malay
and Indoesian Communists organ-
izations and a bitter intra-party
struggle was taking place among
the Indochinese Communist party,
the Annamese Communist party
and the League of Indochinese
Communists. Ho began reorgan-
ization of the party li 1930.

After several years in Moscow
during tbe 1930s, he returned to
China and worked in iow-ranking
party positions, building up his
image as a man of the people.

His experience with tbe Chmnese
and Russian Communists made hlm
realize he could flot trust either of
them, and be turned to the Ameni-
cana for aid. His actions were suc-
cessful, and Ho and his guerillas
were reînforced by several OSS
intelligence units which had been
operating in southern China. The
OSS teams also supplied the Viet-
Minh with arms and amrnunition.

During the period, Ho abandoned
his Communist trappings. Em-
phasisin was laid on the nationalist
aspects, and he stressed co-oper-
ation with Chinese overlords, all
of which gave the United States
confidence in his movement. When
his forces took over Hanoi, the pre-
sence of the US. flag convinced the
population that the US. had estab-
lished officiai relations with the
Vict-Minh. However, Ho soon
Iearned the U.S. was supporting
Bao-Dai in South Vietnam, and
made a major policy switch, froni
supporting the US. to favoring the
French.

French objectives in tbe Indo-
china war, were at first just an
attempt at re-colonialization. They

attempted to use the "oil slick"
metbod, capturing some large posts
and then advancing over the sur-
rounding area, but througbout the
campaign France was hampered by
insufficient men and arms.

On the Communist side, war ains
were simple: "doc-lap" or "in-
dependence." Ho and his general,
Giap, practised a modified version
of guerilla warfare. Although they
made several errors in the early
part of the battle, Giap soon dis-
covered the French abiities and
limitations. His first successful
drive, was to capture the highlands.

Later i a general offensive
effort, the Viet-Minh successfully
weakened the French, until the
battle of Dien Bien Phu at which
they destroyed the remaining
French army. The war ended July
21, 1954.

By tbe Gene va Accord, the
country was divided at the l7th
Parallel.

The northern zone became a
socialist state and began to rebuild
ts shattered economy. A con-

stitution was adopteil in 1946, but
was modified in 1960.

In South Vietnam, Emperor Bao-
Dai was able to obtain greater
formai independence from tbe
French after two years of bargain-
ing than the Viet-Minh were able
to even after years of bloody war.
By 1954, tbe Saigon regime had
received more international re-
cognition than its n or tbher n
counterpants, and the government
began to take a relatively active
role in international organizations.
However, tbey have also had grave
internaI problems.

One of the most active li-
dividuals in South Vietnamn durng
tbe period after the Second Wonld
War was Ngo Dinh Diem.

He was born Jan. 3, 1901, son of
Ngo Dinh Kba, a well-educated
mandarin whose f a m i 1 y was
among the early Catholic converts.
From his father he inberited an
ardent feeling of nationalism and
the concept of reform through the
use of Vietnamese elites, and also
a religious fierceness bordering on
fanaticism.

Like Ho, Diem bated foreign
occupiers of the country, but his
desire to change from within the
elite made him join the civil service
after completion of law studies.
He took a post witb Bao-Dai as
minister of the interior, but after
bis reforms were flot accepted, be
resigned.

After resigning his post, Ngo
Diem began a period of intense
study. During this time, he was
helped by the Japanese to escape
from arrest by the French, but he
neyer becamne actively committed
to tbe Japanese cause.

The coilapse of the Japanese led
to bis impisonment by tbe Viet-
Minh, and Ho, recognizing bis or-
ganizational talents offered him a
job as ministen of the interior.
Dien refused and was imprisoned
until 1946, the date of signing
accords by the French and Viet-
Minh.

Returning to Hue, Diem took an
active part in bring Bao-Dai back
to power. But aften achieving this,
he refused to co-operate with the
new Vietnamese state, althougb be
was offered the premienship in May
of 1949. Instead he founded the
Phong Trao Quoc-Gia Qua Kich, or
the Nationalist Extremist Move-
ment. The group advocated resist-
ance against both the French and
the Viet-Minh, and hoped to obtani
strength through the organization
of Catholics.

Diem lef t on a trip thnough Japan
and the United States in 1950.
Invoivement of the United States
in the Indochina war gave him an
opportunity to go on a speaking
tour tbrougb the United States and
gain mnany supporters. In 1954,
Boa-Dai offered hlm the premier-
ship again, but once gain be re-
fused because of interference from
the French army wbich had over-
ail military command.

The fali of the French after Dien
Bien Phu convinced hlm this was
the time demands would be met.
On June 16, 1954 be was askçd to
forin the new Vietnamese govern-
ment.

Diexn managed to avoid the mis-
take made by his predecessors and
forced Bao-Dai to give hlm full and
complete civilian and military
powers. He retained these until
Oct. 26, 1956 when the Constitution
of the Republic of Vietnam was
adopted. By provisions of the con-
stitution he was made president
with full dictatorial powers. The
inflexibility of the system resulted
in a military revoit on Nov. 1, 1963
and Diem was niurdered the
following day.

Throughout the Vietnam crisis
the United States has foliowed an
active policy. At the beginnîng of
the Second Worid War the ob-
session of President Franklin
Roosevelt led to the support of the
Viet-Minh and disregard of the
French resistance movement
against the Japanese. As a con-
sequence many Frenchmen were
slaughtered in the ensuing battle.

Called the second U.S. mis-
take was the support of the cor-
ruption-nidden government of
Diemn in South Vietnam whic4
served to undermine the U.S. dlaim
they were supporting national
rigbts, for the Diem regime in is
totalitarian extremes could be con.-

sidered as repressive as Ho's rule
in the north.

The support of the domino
theory, that if one nation li tbe
Far East falîs to communism, the
rest will follow, is also seen as
another fallacy in the U.S. ad-
ministration.

Now the U.S. bas more than
125,000 troops in the country and

is Planning to have 150,000 troopa
by Jan. The U.S. position wus
clearly stated by President Lyndon
Johnson wben he said.

'We wiil figbt as long as neces-
sary not to stop the spread of Corn-
munism, but to buiid a negime con-
forming to the aspirations of the
greatest number of our com-
patriots."
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