
CANADIAN COURIERI.

AS tbe grey dawn was stealing over tbe. bar-bour of a soutb coast town one autumnal
morning, a tug-boat miglit bhave heen seen
making its way out towards the Englisli

Channel whicb lay beyond.
It was a fussy, snorting, grimy, self-sufficient-

looking craft, this tug. From the sooty top of its
funnel it poured fortb alrnost enough black smoke
for a man-o'-war, and it was tooting witb its shrill,
cbirpy siren as thougli it were a Qýunarder at least,
and expected, everything afloat to clear out of. its
patb.

It was towing a barge, and as it tbreaded its-noisy
way amongst the crowd of otber vessels, large and
small, mnany of tbose on board tbema turned to stare
after it. It was not that tlie pair were ýunfamiliar
objects, for it was known to most marîners there-
abouts that the tug was tbe Otter, and that the
barge carried a party of deep-sea divers and tbeir
outfit.

"Tbeer goes 'Mat the Diver,"' a sailor on board
a schooner lying at anchor remarked to a mate.
"He be a-goýii' out after gold to the wreck o' the
Doîphin, as was run down t'other niglit in the fog.
They do say as it be a miglity
risky job, fur the wreck lies P
twenty-four fatlis deep, an'
wbat makes it worse the tide just
tbeer do run uncommon strong.
Nobody else would tackle it, flot
even for tlie big price as be offered.
But 1 lieered yest'day as Mat Her-
ron's took it on, I s'pose if be's
lucky be'll make a tidy bit out of
it-but I'd rather him try fur it
than mue!

Thiis voiced the genieral opinion
in the port; and it is no matter for
wonder, therefore, tliat the start of
tlie diving party was watched
witb more tban ordinary interest
and curiosity.

On board the barge, Mat hitu-
self was talking to one of bis as-
sistants in a fashion wbich sbowed
that he was f ully aware of the un--
usually dangerous nature of tlie
,undertaking lie liad in hand. He
was a mari advanced in years,
with a weatlier-worn visage whicb
babitualiy wore a steru and for-
bidding expression, and he was at
alI times rougli and curt, and re-
ticent of speech. The assistant lie "A Il
was addressing was a contrast to
Lini in alniost every way. Thougli working under

tbetic in manner, and greedy and grasping in dis-
position. The latter quality it was, in Jack's esti-
mation, wbich had caused bim to atternpt tbe re-
covery* of the boxes of gold on the wrecked vessel-
a task wbicb. every other diver in the district liad
declined, spite of the tempting reward offered.

"This is wbat I wants of, ye," Mat was saying.
"In case annything 'appens t' me. Underthe lied
in my roomn ye'll find a box, an' the key lie in a
drawver.- I wants ye t' open it an' t' read the papers
in it, an' a dociment as .I've writ out after, a good
deal o' thouglitan' trouble. Ye'll find some money
theer, too, an' I wants ye t' apply it t' the purposes
I've set down in, that dociment, d'ye see-all but
what ye'll see ye're t' keep fur yerself, fur yer
trouble."

As mnay be supposed, jack stared as lie listened
to tbese details of tbe strange task thus unex-
pectedly thrust' upon bim. Mort particularly did
lie wonder at the confidence it implied, and tbat lie,
of ail the diver's acquaintances, sbould have been
selected -for tbe trust. He put this point to Mat, but
tbe man! turned it aside, and in response to Jack's
objections only stuck doggedly to bis request.. Evi-

lte later ie wen't over the si e and disappeared .trom vi
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date description, and Mat carried witrih imn a tele-
phone with which he could communicate with those
on the barge.

For a time ail went well. Mat reported tbrough
the telephone that he had found no diificulty in
climbing on board the wreck by the bow, and later
that he had fixed a ladder there to facilitate bis
return. A littie later still lie had made bis way
into the captain's cabin, and had reached the boxes
of gold which he had been told lie would find tbere.
Then came the news that lie had dragged one of
the boxes up on to the deck ready for a rope to >be
attached to haul it up.

For a while after tbis there was silence; and then
came the ominous information that whîle the dîver
had been in the cabin the tide, which at that timae
was increasing in strength, had forced his life-line
and air-tube against the bow, and got them tangled
up round the anchor and a mass of loose wreckage
which lay there.

The minutes which followed were anxious ones,
and then camne the announcement from Mat that the
current was too strong to allow of bis getting bis
lines free, and that he wanted help.

The owner's agent, Mr. Mendford, called for a
volunteer to go down; and Jack's heart bounded
within hirn as lie saw that the other men, who by
reason of their seniority were asked first,' hung
back. Whule they hesitated lie volunteered and was
accepted; and, as quickly as was possible, lie donned
a diving-suit and went over the side.

He made bis way to wbere ilerron was standing,
and found tliat lie was afraid to stir, for tbe posi-
tion was such that any movement on bis part miglit

bave broken or ruptured his air
tube, whicb would bave meant cer-
tain deatb. jack speedily found
out wliere tbe trouble lay, and set
to work to free bim. But lie also
found that as fast as lie freed one
part anotlier would gèt entangled,
and ail the time lie had a growing
conviction tbat the conditions at
tbiat deptb were very different
from any be had experienced
before.

Tlie great pressure of tbe water
nmade itself felt more and more,
there was a singing in'bis ears,
and lie began to, suifer froma bead-
achie. Presently, wlien lie tbougbt
lie had nearly freed Herron's
Uines, lie suddenly discovered that
bis own hiad become entangled.

Then there began a terrible figlit
for life-for bis own as well as
for Mat's. Wben hie disentangled
the lines or tubes in one place tbe
sw 1rl of tbe current carried thern
against wreckage in anotber, and
the work liad to bce commienced ail]
over again. The worst of it was
that Herron, wbo was uip on the

ew. deck, wbule Jack was now working
>rawn Iby S, S. Finlay. below bim, was so situated tbat be
could neot lielp at aIl, He dlared not move, but bad
to remain in the one place bour after biour, watching
and waiting, while bis would-be rescuer toiled and
strove, wrestled witli the difficulties of the situation,
and persevered with seemingly tireless persistence
in bis endeavours to save Iimii.
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