
THlE COURIER.

WHAT 1 THINK
AM net now a domestic servant. Heaven belping

me 1 neyer sbalI be one again. 1 ýsay this witb
ne feeling of spite againsI mistresses. Who
kuows? 1 may be a uitress rnyself somae day in

this great country! 1 bave no conipiaints of actual
111-usage te make. But Wben I read that article in
last week's Courier on Tiaat Pbantom-tbe Unbired
Girl, I feit like writlag to tbe editor and saylng,
"YSou nly know balf tbe problemn." That is the
trutb. The otber tbalif la only to be learned froin
people wbo, like me, bave been servants. In tbe
faûtory wbere 1 work tbere are twelve eervant girls,
good, experienced girls. Nat oae of us, If w6 can
belp l, will ever retu.rn to "service," as lt is called.

As a servant I bave earaed frein twelve dollars
te twenty dollars a month. In eleven years 1 bave
werked ln four iCanadian, bomes. ia one of tbese
four places 1 was a parlour-mald. In tbe other tbree
1 was a "general." I bad two splendid mistresses
and tiwo bad ones. Bad ones siornetlmes eein te be
in tbe m«Jorlty. Lyen ait twelve dollars a meutb 1
saved more, mouey as a servant than I save uew. 1
did net 'work as bard as I work now. But If I arn
asked te dhoose between bone.-work and factory-
work I cau only say there le albsolutely no eboice to
my way of tbinkiug. I feel as tbough I sbould say
to every Intelligent girlI see wsbng off somebody'a
front stops er anewerîng a front door bell wltbh ber
cap en: "<Do be a weman and qifit that work. Come
on down town. Leave the kitchen for those that;
have te be tI 1t1" MIstresses, 1 know, will net lke
Vo read tibia, especjally *frein one wbe confesses te
hav-bng been a servant. I de ne say It te burt thelr
feelings, but because. I bave sympatby witb my
fellow work'ers ta domestie service and because tleir
case sbould be understeod.

T HOUGH I 1euhi myseif "Miss," I arn marrled.iwas bon lu thýe South of England, about
thirty years ago, the daugbter of a tenant fariner.
Ât feurteen the wlf e of thbe local squire, took me Into
ber bouse for training. 1 worked two years for my
board, traning and ciothuýng. I was taugbt bow to
pollsb bruse, bew te dust, how te sweep and bew
to br.lng ln afternon tea to thbe drawiug room. I
niarrled at seventeen and went to lîve In London,
wbere my busiband was einpluyed as a guard by the
London and Soutbwestern. Re died and 1 went into
service again at twenty un a Bioosnsbury boardung
bouse. In oliber words I was a Bioomsbury slavey.
You knew thbe sort. I met a Canadien womau there
wbo engaÀged me to corne te Toronto. She sabd e
bad neyer seen servants lu Canada wbo could polisb
brass as I couid. I worked for her f»' tbree years
at tweçlýve dollars a montb. Sha dded and wllledl me
an old broch and a book about. the Empire! 1
worked tiben for a groce.r's »wl!e on - Avenue for
two years. Thon for a broker's wife lnRosedale for
a year and then for the wUte o! a strugglng iawyer.
I lo!ft that work for the munition faetory, wbere I
now amn emnployed. 1 would xather mies a few meals
than ratura eltber to the la'wyer, the broker, the
grecer or my flrst Canadien mistrees. As for re-
turning Vo England'? No. And fer the h1ghest wage
and the best m1stress I1 ever board oue of my friands
iu service speak of, 1 would net re.turn te service
ln any couutry, nier would anîy coexsetent girl thaï;
I bave kown 'wbo as one teted a dIff erent lIvIng.

Let me point eut, flrst of aIl, the diff erence between'
being a servant ln England and bein'ý a servant ln
Canada. I ýthink it may býe useful te Canadlan mis-
tresýses wbo are euiploylng old country girls. and 'o
old country servants wbo want employment bere. In
England, serving la a .profeseo-excellt among the
very lowest class o! employers-that teaches botb
the, servant and ber inistress tiheir places and guar-
antees te eacb of thein tbelr rigbts. In Ç,anada, serv-
lug ta net a profe-ssion, but, lu the majorlty o! cases,
It is a mere job taken on by people wbo cau only
regard theinselves as makesblfts. In Flngland, evan

ln the bouses of the very rlcb, a servant works mucb
barder than in Canada, and she is compelled te de
more tborough and conscientbeus work. But lu Can-

ada there la no standard o! training or standard of
service. Serving la a kind of work froin wblcb ýwvery
servant lu Canada bepes te graduate. Tbut Is n-

fortunaýtely, yet !ortunately, not true ln England. Ia
England the servant 1-s traied te take e certain
pride i ber wo>rk and to bave a certain respect frein
ber employer. In Canada, she l-ool<s dewn on ber
work and la iooked down upon by the employer.
Two servants meeting In a moving picture thesitre
ln lEngIeud kno>w eue amoliber as servants aad have
no0 faIe s hame about IL la Canada, t'we servants
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meeting ia a moviag picture theatre will bide the
fact from one anotbar as long as possible for f ear
the other is a stenographer or a clerk and likely te
snub tbe more servant. In England the relative
positions o!f mietress and mnaïd are more or less fixed.
In Canada tie average mistress is one moment lîkely
to, be confldlng ber cboiceat gossip to ber maid, and
the next moment gives ber the cold shouîder as no
Eaglisb miistress wlould ever bave doue. Even the
meanest boarding bouse ýslavey in Bloomsbury is
allowed a certain persenal sýelf-respect wbbcb is flot
guarauteed in a Cunadian bousebold.

M Y firsI Canadian mistreso was -a widow whose
one aim ln life was Vo live like a grand lady.

S.be lVved lu mean quarters eue year in order to
bave enaugb meuey to, go to England and travel on
the contineut a second year. She bated Canada
thougb she bad bean bora somewbere lu Ontarioý
the daugbter of an Anglican recter. Wben she
braugbt me back witjb ber to Canada It was, appar-
ently, witb a vlew Vo na$klng ber borne as mu-ch as
possible Ilke an Englis borne o! the saine size. She
bult a fence around the ltle front lawn and called
lt the area. She bougbt e brase kaocker at an
antique sbop, se thait I might pollsb tihetand tbe door-
kuebs every mornlng -before seven. Sbe had'a cup)
of tea and two Vid slIca of bread brougbt te ber
boesde eacb mornlng et seven-tbfrty, and I drew
ber -bath--tepdd--at 7.45. She liad an Englisb break-
fast and an En.glish lunch and tea at feur-tblrty. 1
noveïr knew ber Vo bave any but one enlier, an old
muid with a mangy spaniel wbo came evary second
Tbursday and retaled Indelicate storues uuder the
guise o! betlug borrbfied. For Ibis one caller we were
aliweys 11at home"' on Tbursdays. ?My xnbtress aïb-
horrad the dog. Hoe wbtned on the front door-stap
Inside the airea. For amusement we bad a muslc
box that must bave coet two bund-red dollars. Once
a week I was dIrected to put on the record of the
Chines et Norxnandy. That and cburcb once on
Sundeay-thbe local Anglican cburcbhwere our re-
laxations. My bardest work was dusting a collection
of ceral, star-4sb and other strange tbIngs 'w'icb my
mistress bed collected ou a Cook's Tour to the Wffst
Indies. As slie grew old she becaine deaf and crauky,
but she depended on me and 1 dbd what I could for
ber. .Servlng ber was mucb like servbng ln England.
It was regular, smiootb and easy.

TrH E grocer's wife bad heard ef me through ber
1hiusband, with whom we dealt. Wben 1 came la

te tell hlm, my mistress was dead and te settle the
accolants, ha asked wbat m'y plans were., That nlghVt
bis wlfe celled on me. I was puzzled. Frein wliat
ebhe sald It was net clear wbetber 1 was te be a con-
panbon er a musid. She to;d me ail about ber Illnaseses
and ber übldlren. Sbe spoke e! ber occasional mis-
understandlngs -witb ber huébaud the grocer.
Thougb 1 made IV clear that 1 dld not wlisb ber con-
fidences sbe kept ou and I finally accei>ted ber off er
because thie wa.ge was higher---ebxteen dollars a
montb. The grier's bouse vas a pretty place on
a resid-euttal strTeet and -I vus given a cheerful
ron on the top floor, but the work was net srnootb-
runntng as in my irs t place. The grecer had break-
ïfast et seven, bis wMfoait eigbt, -and the children-
thereï were tour, ages seven, eleven, thirteen and.
seventeen-auywbere up te bal! paet eigbt. Tbey
ail ate different sorts o! breakfasts. The grocer
woi.ld interrupt me on my way Vo and frcin the kit-
cben te grumble soineting about the mornlng's uews
or Vo comuplein of the weatbcr. His wife never falled
Vo begin the day 'w-Ith a recitaitien o! ber eympytos-
whRV sbe had suffered durbng the nlgbt froin Ibis
pain and th-at. The 4.bildren were alternately sweet,
loveable, belplesq, aud abombnally rude and trouble-
nuakimg,. Canadian eildren are, as a genoral ruie,
rude to-ward servants. Thelr parents, la far tee many
cases, sesin ni a loss Vo kuow Just how te teaob the
chlld the pesition o! a servant. Oflen the grocer's
wife did flot derae te punieb or correct eue o! the
chldren fer a more rudenes Vo, a more servant; or
aise suhe ran the rbsk o! fI offending me. 1 got accus-
tomi2d to tgke ruýde6neqas withenit a.ny remarks, kuiow-
ing that theP istress would preasently ha lnting
aI apologies.

In that bouse it wes sonetimes, she tibat cooked
and soimetimes 1 that cookad. Whatever I dld «ho
was cAertain te lnterfer-e wlthin l some way, sooner
or later. IV was muet !rorn any deslre te be hateful,
,but f rom a certain mnda for giIng advice. In PIng-

lan>d, a woman with sucb a mania w0uld
have res'trained berself from -venting it 01n
vants. Thougb I did flot lîke the grocer'5
got to be a sort of secret counsellor of beJ
was a woman who craved anxieties and wO.ý
wben she slaw notblag to worry ber. She
to die of malnutrition, anemia-or someth
that. S'be died of fatty clegeneration of tbi
The grocer's s1ster came to look aliter buý
She was an unpleasant woman. 1 gave nIti

The braker's wife wais one of the neWlYT-
the fuany papers make sio much fun of,
know wby &Hi newly-ricb people sbeuld be D
of. 1 su!ppose it is the double jealousy botwE
and the people who have a1waye been rict
people wbo, neyer -wil be rich. But if mIy
ployers had moiney it was because tbey des
have onMeY. Tbey lcnew how to handle Il
way of tbinking, and they 'weren't vulgar-
so, 'vulgar as plenty o! the oldest and w
fiamilles in Engl*and aire. We bad a cook, en
niaid and a ýparlovur-miaýld ini the ýbraker-s 1
was parlourmaid, and tbougb youa would n
1 bad mucli to deo my mnistrea-s soneb.oW -Ma
keep me busy. I think shie w-as as close VO
ideal bouse-manager as I ever heard 00b
bad been a bookkee'per in the office wbere
band bail learned the brokerage business.
been a paîrcel.iwapper -in -a blg sliop bef
aigain. She told me that wben I was ea
she was glýving me advi'ce about how to gel
in Oaiaada. Yet she hadl a bottex malnle]
servants than many a woman. wbo bas b*eeD
UV among thein. She didn't give orders a'
she was addressImg the ýscuin of the eart
inexperenced mistresses think tbey must 81
way to show how mucb botter they are tbaI1
vaiit--nei-tber was she easy-goin-g Ilke e
w1bo are afraid te gIve orders to their awXI

S 0 many womf n-especially ln t'bs co'Dt
k)take the trouible to say what they meau

clear. Tbey use balf4nifslhed iseptences
tbey are at a lom for a word they keeP
wltb, "You. know whait 1 mean? You Ieio'w
seirt of thig muddles many a servant, eSP
it ls a youmg and tlmid s3ervant. But Mn
never dl>d Vbat. It 6eemed teome thiat slie 114
menced te speak until she knew what sh,
te, say, and had the words chosen. The"
quietly and delàiboeely. Only a very stug
could have iiÈsunderstood ber. Sbe wý
patronizng and neyer fr'lendly. She treats'
vants as tbough tbey were fe, ow-weorker5-
plIsin'g certain work every doy. She
manager. Beyond their work she requie
and <furtherniere she madle certain heure
and s&W' that thosç hours were strictY e
Werk began et seven ln the morning atid 1
tili aine eat nigbt wïtbh certain rest b'ours Ir
and certain afiternoons and evenil off.
rema.ned laite, her busband or she bers>
the doore for thein. If sotbing wa;sima
ulgbt it wae ber rule net Vo disturb thv 91
It could possîbly be bedped. The oervants
food--not scraps and Ieft-overs-and uir

meals. Thou«b we worked bard and larid'
exacting eye, we were coutented.

1 admît that It was a wealitby employer'
able to, treat servants that way. and I adl14~
this kind of service Is much dIfferent f"
less uretenitious bousebolds. But I want t<c
that ;people of modest or even ealal nO1
live much more Soonrtaibly and evna Wlt
pense if tbey orgaized tbe werk* o! the 8
routine, and If tbey pla=ied to ailoth
time for nieals, for unbroken sleepaeud fer T

The broker and bis wife went te Europe>
the war, and 1 engaged Iu the bouse Of
thlnklng to return te the broicer's -Ife
returned. But the war camne and ber iusbi
the Iml>erlal1 Army and bis w1fe remne~~
lanêý-and 1 remalned w1th the lawyer auild
S.he vuse a large, florid woen, wbos!0 4ý
tien wae dinner. The bnsiband was a dys]
a bad manager finaaiclally. Tbey wasted
than would have f ed sanotb.r taanly tlw1c
Ne mne Item of food ever caie tfwlce tO
Even a buge turkey minus only a Ieg and<
off the bre ' mt wae banlshed to my cuPI~
evenitually 'thTrown away or given te 5ce
Even tbat 'was agaliet tie la;w éof tbat ho

I t1htnk the lawyer's 'w1fe toek a -prIde il
to thirow thIngs\Lway I ife warrted. tD


