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Gonie, . shipbuilding is always a bone of
ing] ?nt_‘1‘0n.~ Just at present it is an exceed-
.-m;z’ live issue in various parts of Canada,
in g, he Al_’aci!ﬁc, on: the great lakes, -at Mont-
alg, “co'e .M&Piti'me Provinces. From letters, edi-
Dhot, Dies of resolutions, speeches by M.P.s
“Olrjg, tﬁgralp?bs recently sent ' to the Canadian
O be . '° Shipbuilding industries of Canada seem
”‘Mﬁ“}-l. "naf‘ticul:él' interest in the east. This is
g :.é ‘t;fj.pve‘sent,,the shipping of several con-
f@ ‘Yiverted to Halifax as a port of call for
e‘lps during the submarine war. Cerman
4 a;‘ank more shipping in the month of Feb-
Vargg in?°“1'd’ ordinarily be built in Canadian
Ve be Several years. None of this happens
®I Canadian shipping. But Canadian ves-

kS 'nee'n Sunk by submarines. More of them
A Sitar (_Jan.ad'a, according to her population,
! ey . an interest in the shipping crisis of the
gy, NY other nation. We are naturally a
T we @ogt’ COu_ntry‘ We built ships long before
T te, D?allrie farms or had a National Policy
Anadian industries. We built ships long
'Whe:d a Car}avdlixan Parliament. There was
ore i the ships of this country were rela-

Mportant than any other enterprise.
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That was in the days of wood. Now in the age
of iron and steel the shipbuilding industry has been
largely transformed. But Canada is as well equipped
in raw. materials for: modern shipbuilding as she
was for the building of wooden hulls. And with
unlimited iron and steel, with unsurpassed harbours,
dockage and shipyard facilities, the building of
‘wooden ships is as important to Canada to-day—
or should be—as it was in the days of old.

How important it is considered' by Maritimers to
develop our shipbuilding industries in a time of
world-destruction of ships by submarines is inti-
mated by a speech delivered in the Canadian House
of Commons on Jan. 19, 1917, by Sir Donald Nichol-
son, M.P. for Queen’s, P.EJI. ‘The member for
Queen’s said: :

The merchant marine of Canada, from holding fourth
place in the world—some contend third place—has
greatly degenerated, and to-day I am well informed that
the Scandinavian flag has supplanted the flag of the
British in regard to the merchant marine on the seven
seas.

In the Canadian Rajlway and Marine World for Octo-
ber, 1916, appears a long article entitled, ‘“The Dominion
Government Asked to Start Ocean Shipbuilding.’ . The
Quebec Board of Trade in their action affirmed that
they thought it would be wise for the Government to
take their initiative and build six or more commercial
steamships of eight %or ten thousand tonnage each, say
two at Montreal, two at Quebec and two in the Mari-
time Provinces, on the basis of. the cost of labour and
material, plus a reasonable percentage for the builder.
By doing this, they would introduce an element of com-
petition and at the same time establish a basis of cost
to guide them in the legislation necessary to establish
this most important industry.

I could easily refer to statistics, which show that the
United States shipyards had at that time on the stocks
three hundred and sixty-eight steel steamships, aggre-
gating more than one million tons, and that ‘there are
more than twice that number of ships carrying the
Stars and Stripes than there were before the war. If
they can do this, with wages for shipwrights as high as
seventy-five cents an hour, surely we can do much
better with the more moderate scale of wages prevailing
in Canada.

Shipbuilding is bonused in Norway, Russia, British
Columbia, England, Newfoundland, and the TUnited
States, and I suppose in all the great nations. So for -

the good of Canada, its future and its continued pros-
perity, 1 trust the matter will be seriously considered
by the House.

The Prince Edward Island Patriot comes at the
problem editorially—as it often does. In its issue
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HE SUBMARINES

Canadian Shipbuilders are Helping to Mend up the Loss of 400,000
Tons Shipping in the Month of February

Of 22 ships now
being built in Can-
adian shipvards, 20
are said to be build-
ing for Norwegian
crews to sail from

Norwegian ports

Skeleton of a Hull built by the Nova Scotia Steel Co.
at New Glasgow, N.S.

of Feb. 15 the Patriot says:

At present theére are at least six Norwegian ships in
course of construction at Montreal, and it is doubtful if
there is one Canadian steamer of any size. There are
now twenty-two ships being built in Canada, twenty for
the Norwegians and two for the United States. A mer-
cantile marine could be and should be built in Canadian
vards, for if we can build them for other countries we
can build them for ourselves.

Again, we note that during the past year two different

- groups of capitalists have been investigating conditions

in Halifax for the purpose of building another drydock
and shipbuilding plant there. “It is understood,” says
'a Halifax despatch to the Star, “that these two groups
expected. to get the usual drydock subsidy from the
Dominion Government, and to construct a shipbuilding
plant in addition to the drydock.

Now, is it possible that, while other parts of Canada
are becoming alive to the situation that now presents
itself in favour of shipbuilding, no movement, either
private or public, has vet been made in the Province of
Prince Edward Island on this matter? Surely it is the
duty of the local Government and the Federal repre-
sentatives to interest themselves in this matter, and to
bring before the Dominion Government the necessity of
encouraging in a substantial manner the establishment
of a shipbuilding plant and the building of ships in this
province,

Again we note that at the amnual meeting of the
Alberton and West Prince Board of Trade on Jan,
17, 1917, a drastic unanimous resolution was passed
in favor of bonusing Canadian-built wooden ships.



