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OUR BILLION-
DOLLAR SWAP,

How the Embargo on Imports
Hits Us in the Ti «de Beit

B y ANK HODGINS

the $8,953,155,000 trade tarn over ia the U. S.
Government books, whidh present such gloomy

exterlors, o!ten reveal interestig and little-dreamed-
o! facts. Washinigton official etatisticians mnake It
clear that Canada's chie! swapping abilit>' cornes
from her natural resoarces. For instance, Canada's
export o!fifrst importance was wood and the manu-
factures of wood, which in the 12 montjis ended Jane,
1917, aggregatedl $23,810,000. O! our paper and, the
manufactures of paper the U. S. took $23,516,000,
and of wood pulp $22,172,000. In other worde al-
most 70 mnillon dollrs' Éorth o! our forest products.
Next ia importance, $17,352Y,000 export of fiaxseed.

What of our principal purchases next door? Coal
heads the lest; $32,842,000 bituminous and $25,214,«
000 anthracite. Neari>' 33 millions to keep our mille
going; 25 millions to warn our homes in winter.

one of the surprises of the lateet trade figures le
the grand total of ouir bacon, prirchases in the U. S.
We are henring so mach -of bacon these days. In
19~16 Canada bought $5,342,000 wortbh of bacon In the.
Ainerican market. In the succeeding 12 months this
item had riacti to a total of $21,366,000 or 302.3%
morte. Qld. H, C. L. doubtless had. much tQ do with

theremsarkable iucree la values, At the sanie
trne, however, there was a' htige laçrease in tbe
a ctual qauantity ouf bacon brouglht iîito this co>untry
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from, the -American. markets. In 1916 Canada
portatîon of bacon -Was 35y2 million pounds; Ir
nearly 119 million pounds. Contrast thiis w
million pounds, worth $1,363,000 in 1915.

At this Urne exception May be taken to a
fication of automobiles as luxury importa.
bc argued that these are for commercial or. wî

poses. But at least 75% of our motor car pur,
are of the pleasure type.

That Canada should import from the United
$2,675,000 worth of furs is somewhat curions,
consideration is given to Canada's rlch asset
bearing animale. Canada sold to the United
51À million dollars' worth of furs. But why d
buy back again 2%4 millioný dollars' worth?

WnshIngton's figures will occasion further st
In disclosing that Canada, an apple growiii&
try, should have bought nearly one million d
worth of apples. The wonder grows with~ t
mombrance o! conditions ln any Ontario or
Scotia. orchard-apples allowed to waste b
thousands of barrels, apples that drop from th'
and rot on the ground by tons. Big crop 0~
crop in the past decade there has flot been
,when the dweller in Canadian cîties could b
pies cheap. Âpplesa glut In our orchards,
million dollars' worth bought in forelgu marli

More than 8 million dollars' worth o! bool

shoes imported when prorninent Canadian MO
tarera cannot pay the pre!erred interest clailhl
capital invested In this industry la the Don
Most o! the boots are o! the more fashionablE
And this. accent upon the expensive fashioflal
cars again in our purchase of 24fh million d
worth of wearing apparel; importations this
purely luxury buying, at the instance of the 'w
duess, who demand the ultra-fashionable.

Perbape one is unneeessarily severe la dral
distinction, classing pliuuographs and "niovie'
as liuxuries-2 million dollars' worth o! the 1
and over 1 million dollars' worth of the latte]
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