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The amalgamation of the Winnipeg,
Dominion and Grand theatres came
.is a great surprise to local theatre-
eoers. Mr. W. B. Lawrence, of the
#Vinnipeg Theatre, who nOw assumes
command of the trio, announces no
new change of policy with the, excep-
Lion of melodrama holding the boards
of the Grand instead of -legitimate
drama as at present. On the, whole,
the new arrangement is Ibeing very
favorably welcomed and it is safe to
predict for it an immediate success.

Ben Hur was the stellar attractio 'n
at the Walker Theatre last month
and, as anticipated, drew Çapacîty
houses every night. Lew Wallace's
great drama, presented by an efficient
company, far outshadowed any other
event of theatrical interest but there
were seve ral other plays Which proved
big successes. -The Wolf" a play by
the author of "Paid in FuIl", made
its first appearance before a Winni-
peg audience and was thoroughly en-.
joyed-an interesting fact being that
the scene of the play takes place in
the Canadian Northwest. Two or,
three musical comedies sandwicbed in
between the heavy dramas proved 4
welcome relief.

Miss Maude Fealy has evidently ob-
tained a strong hold on local play-
goers, judging by the large houses
which nightlýr greet thîs dainty actress
at the Winnipeg Theatre. The man-
r'genIent have very wisely picked outplays giving ber great OPPOirtunity
but not confining themselves to any
one class of play. Accordingly dur-
ing March she was seen in tragedy,
drama, comedy and farce and it says
much for ber versatalfty that she
scored a tremendous success in aIl.Romeo and Juliet", "A Contented
Woman", "Merely 'Mary Ann" and
"The Prince Chap" was Miss Fealy's
repertoire for March.

For the first.time in Brandon Tulian
Edward's comic opera, "Dolly Var-
den," was presented at the Auditor-
ium on Wednesday, March 31st, as anopening to an engagement of fourn'ights by the popular San Francisco
Opera Company, under the manage-
ment of Frank W. Healy. This piece
bas one o! the most phenomenal runs
in New York to its credit, and during
its only road tour,-:played to capacity
bouises in every large city from the
Atlantic to the Pacific. It was Lulti
Glaser's most triumphant starring ve-hicle, and is considered by many comn-
petent critics the daintiest of ail com-
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