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To His ExcelleIncy the light Honournble Lord A3mlre K.c.n. Captuin'-General and
Governor-în-Chief f tie'Province of Luwer Canada, &c.,

REPOr of a ' Comiittee of the whole Council : Presunt, the lonîoirable
M r. Smith, M r. Dclérv, M r. Stewart and Mr. Cochran, on Your Excellency's
reference in Council of'1MVr Secretary Spring R1ice's Despatch of c7tli September
last.

May it plense Your Excellency,
Tii I Commînittee procueding upr>n your Excellency's reference in Council of Mr. Spring

Ri c's Despatch so e;th Septeniber lasi, have delibcratetd ui pon it with all the care and
attention which the inportncu nnd urgency of the subject cemand ; and with the view to
carry the directions of the Secretary of State into cifect, necording to their spirit and
intention, and in sucli a nianner as Io atIord to the Coverinent and its Oflicers thati relief
which the Secretaiv of State authorizes to be grantel;

Your Exccllency is instructeci to iake an advince froni the Extraordinary Funds of the
Iotelir Countrv, to mcet siich extrcne cases of' prcsirc ns mîay re your interposition,

and maay ot admit of delay until the etire question is disposed of. So far as this part of
the instruction noay appear to rsti.ain your Lxcellency iii the appliication of the intended
relief to those cases only vhere the pressure vill not aidmit of delay, the Commînittec do not
liesitate to submnit to your ExccllnUCy tieir unaninous opinion, that the linitationî caniot
be nacted upon vithout iistitutinig nu inquiry into the circuistunces of individuad cases,
which vould, not be practicable, ift it were fitting.

It is sufficient for the Comnmittee to observe that the salaries and contingent expenses of
1833, have been in arrear for more thani twelve nontlis ; thiat all the oflicers of Government
had performed, during that ycar, the duties for which their salaries were assigned to them;
that those salaries were necessary for their subsistence; that gencial distress, and in smie
cases severe sacrifice of property, attended with circunmstances dleroatory to the proper
respectability of Governnient, have resulted fron these salaries haîving been withheld ; aid
that the contingent expenditures for the public departnents for the indispensable services
of Government, aind for actual ndvances made by public oflicers fur those services, upon
their own credit, have been due for the same time, and remain nîow to bc paid.

Under these circumstances, the Commnittee do not think that the reliefwhich your Excel-
lency is instructed to give, can be linited by a distinction of cases. They feel that lis

lajesty's Provincial Governmnent have cause to be cueply grateful to the Secrctary of State
for granting that relief, at a moment of difficulty vhich could not longer have been borne
by thle Public Officers, and when no further advances or sacrifices cou[d be expected fromt
then for carrying on the services of their severa departnients.

But at the sanie time, seeing tlat the relief thus nfforded is but tcmporary, and drawn
from an extraordinary source; that the public salaries and contingencies of another year
arc due since the ist Outober list; that the pressure nov alleviated for a time must
speedily returi ; and that no reasonable security or ground of expectation exists, tlat it will
not agin from time to time recur ; the Committee would fain hope that His, MNjesty's
Governmnent numy see fit to avert the neceussity of agnin resorting to an extraordinary applia
cation of the funds of the Parent State, by adopting sone, permanent mecasure to secure the
King's service in this province fron the probable dauger of yearly interruption,which, while it
exposes the oflicers of' Governient to destitution, introdiuccs gerieral confusion into public
allairs, and brings Dis M ajesty's Governimient itself into conteiupt in the cyes of the people.

The Commnittee nov recotmnend that the varions heads of expense, both salaries and
contiigencies, borne upon the estimatte of 1833, excepting new items of expense, or such
as had not been provided for under the Appropriation Act of 1832, shoul d be paid out of the
sum of 31,ooot. now placed at your Excellency's disposal.

They have accorclingly caused, two Schedules to be prepared and aniexetd to this Report:
No. 1. Showing the 3alances of Salaries iimpaid for the year 1833.
No. 2. Showing the Balances due for Contingent Expenses of public Departnients

for the saine year ;-and
They recornnend that warrants do issue for the several balatces stated in those Sciedules.
The Conmmittue have ta observe, that in forming the Schedule of Unpaid Contingencies

they have been guided by the accounts actually rendered and audited, or of which the
amourit bas been siflciently ascertained by the Inspector-Genieral of Accounits ; they have
therefore becn comnpelled to omit the sum of ,2,5o 1., the balance of the sur of 7,2oo.
cstimated in 1833 for the contingencies of thetAssenbly, in;îsmucht as neither this Con-
rnittee nor the inspector-Geiieral have before then, or have access to, any accotis or
documents whatsoever to ascertain the balance of expenditure for 1833 actually incurred on
this head, and remaining undischarged.

The Comnittee have also left out of the Schedule No. 1. the salary of the Receiver
General and the salary and fixed allowances of the Coninissioner of the Jesuits' Estates, as
these severai accounts are authorized ta be deducted by those officers from the gross amnount
of the revenues collected by theni, before they are brought to account w'ith' the public.

The Comnmittee have only further to add, that in iicludmg in Schedule No.i. the full anoiunt
of pensions borne upon the Estimriate, they have been influenced by the entire convictioi, that
in almost all cases.to be fountid upon this list the pensions hitherto enjoyed by the parties
have been relied tpon, and is now required, as a necessary portion of their ordinary neans
of subsistence.

All which is respectfully subimitted to Your Excellenmcy's wisdomr

Council Chambers 1 By Order,
2~2 ~avenîbcr i 8:~. J (sgned) Win Sith Chairman
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