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THÉ HOUSEWIFE'S ASSISTANTS
Some of the Mechanical Aids in Modern Housekeeping

INVENTION hias been called the offspring of necessity. Cer- users is quite to the contrary. 0f course, like everything else,Itainly, it seems, in reviewing the history of the many inven- there is a "ýway». of doing it, which leads to clean and shining suc-tions which have smoothed the human pathway, the need for cess, and a way of not doing it, which resuits in more or less con-them has ever been near the source of their development. For the fusion. Those who are deternxincd to see the good works of thelast half century, women have been deploring the scarcity of domres- vacuum cleaner need devote very littie time and patience to learntic help. Soine of us can remember the time when a "girl" received the ways and means loi this marvel-working machine.four or f6ve dollars a month and did the washing. Now, the house- The hygienie aspect should always be considered carefully. Thewife, in any of our 'Canadian dcies, considers herseif fortunate if old-fashioned sweepng had much to do with the wcak lungs whichshe can secure the nost inexperienced mnaid for two dollars a week afflicted the wotnan who indulged in»it every day. There was an-and, of course, the washing is not included in such an assistant's old school building which was looked after by a widow and hierwork. We may as well admit that the girl of 'Canadian birth is three daughters lu one of our small Ontario ±owns. A venerableextremely reluctant to enter the field of domestic service. She pyiian, spe4kng not long ago of these three girls remarked-prefers the factory or the shop nearly every time. She xnay be -E-'ery onetof them died of tuberculosis-and it is my firni helieffoolish iu doiug so, but that isantemttrfrdsuio.l that itws h onstant sweeping of aIl those woodeu floors withthe country, the condition is not much better, and the cry of the the accumulated, dirt from hundreds of small feet which sent themimodern household goes up for "merely Mary Aun." to an early grave."The scarcity of domestic help, however, appears to have set It is not necessary to bc ou the watch continually for the deadlymauy to work iuventing appliances which will make the work germ 'and to be dreading its ravages; but every common-sense pre-lighter for the woman who is obliged to go without help-either caution should be taken, in gnarding against disease. For genera-because she cannot secure comapeteut assistance or cannot afford to tions we have suffered from epidemies which might have heenhire it. To look at some of these modemn inventions and consider avoided by a little ordinary care aud precautiou. Iu our house-their working will convince the most sceptical that there is some- keepiug. we wish to have the maximumn of cleanliness with the mini-thing "in" the aids of the day's work. There is a certain stubhorn mum of dust-raising. Towards thi,, ideal, the vacuum cleaner has
tye of womau Who as a curious conviction that there is a virtue contributed materially, and will continue to bring about that dust-
in working cbeyoîîd thbe point of exhaustion and that it is quite less era which weiters about thee dty of the future are so fond ofcottmendable to stand during a whole afternoon to accomplish an describing.ironing, that it is sinful laziness to tise a machine for the purpose lu somte communities several hoiîsewives unite in buying aof saving feminîne nerves and strenguli. They consider it industry cleaner and "'go shares" in both its expense and its use. This isaud fortitude to "kecp au it until they are ready to drop," and when an excellent idea when the buyers are aIl well acquainted and arethey finally do "drop," some more sensible woman comnes along and wiling to make mutual concessions, as to time* and convenience.reaps the reward of their unremitting toil. Now, ît is a waste of But Mtost women prefer to possess their own cleaniug apparatus,time to talk to the stulihoru woman. ýShe is convinced that "the and, as tune goes on, each housewife will desire hem exclusiveold ways are good euough for her" and advice or "demonstration" cleaner, as, in former days, she demanded her own broom or ",car-of any order would be wasted. jonsequently, it is to the wide- pet sweeper." At the annual convention of the Women's Instituteawake, open-sinded housewife tat we must appeal-the woman there is usually a "demnoustration" of the vacuum cleaner whichwho does not wish to shirk any part of the day's toil, but who 15 proves to the most skeptical the value of the machine.willing to observe the practical economy of achieviug the maximum
result by the minimum effort.

There is no question that the great ordeal of the week used to
be wash day. It mneant a smell of suds, a chilliness pervadiug thehouse and "scraps" for dinner. Everyone was glad when wash daywas over and the clothes were out on the Ues. A sigh of relie f ~HE 3àving of steps in the kitchen bas become a study withwentup n Mnda afernonand he ouswif reardd lerT those who are înterested in the economy of domestic lahor,shrivelled fingers with the wish that Monday was like Christmas ad nti epctekthncbnthsgn ateand oul coue bt one ayea. No, i is uesione opnly towards reduciug toil of this nature than any other invention. The

wehrit be wisdom to choose Monday for laundry operatioris.odtm ubadw'thîs ulidefrcpalswsa etaLcaving that question aside, we come to the modemn operation of clumsy arrangement, with cumbersome drawers and a lack ofthev washiug machine-which naturally followed the adveut of the sealler receptacles for the less common spices.wiuger. By the simple turniug of the handies of this most valu- The kitchen cabinet bings hogeuher ail the essentials of cook->lile "assistant," the old, timesone work of rubbiug is almost en- ing and supplies the bousewife with a multitude of ready-markedtirely obliterated-and, what is more important, the work is mucli small eceptacles for "sugar and spice and everything-nice." Thenmore efficjetly doue than by manual labor. there is the bake.'board uh hand and the rolling-piu of latest designThe hack-hreaking process of hending over the tubs, which laid and style. 'Phere is no runnning from cupboamd to shelves, no~ won-the ounatio ofdering "where in the world I eau have put that bakîug powder tin"ini the back, is doue a'.ay with, wheu the clothes are placed in the or 'what can have ibecome of the gînger?' Just as the secretaryelcasin cae o th mahin whih oeraes o srel an so fulfils all the writer's mechanical ueeds, iu providing peus, paper,cwlsn aeo h mciewihoeats. ueyadS pencils, sealiug-wax, and the multifarious demands of the modern"(But it nmust tear the clothes," soineone will objeet. scribe, so the kitchen cabinet plays the part of a culiuary secretaryNot eamy s muli s te od mtho, snceone"mb bythe and furuishes the receptacle from whicb counes forth a "poem," inmachine drves o u mreas thaîldmt hl-adsoze efors bybma the form of a pie or a batcb of biscuits. From the oruamentalfingers. There is a great saving of time by resortiug ho the modemrn npouaso h khncaie s ineiutly ho be desired, inmachine, since the washiug is conipleted lu a third of the time comparison with former conditions,.luis suay coustructed ontaken by old-time ways, and thieme are boums uow to be given to simple and graceful hunes, making a pleasiug article of fumniture.otber and lcss laborlous tasks. Thle machine preseuts no compli-cated arrangement wbicb may not-be understood by even the 'chil-
dren of the household, and the muscular eiîemgy iuvolved lu its use*is of a moderate characuer, and no strain wbatever ou a bouse- QOEyasaoanvlwswihnwih~mda da

keepr o oriuay halul an stesgb. ty, dean and couvenient, and without the creof slums or
poverty. "Lookiing Backward" was cousidered an absurddreain, at the tume it, was writteu, but many o'f its prophecies havecome truc. Amnoug the latter is the extensive use of electriciuy asa labor-saver iu the home. As a New York writer says:Sevemal years ago sieutists uoted that electricity was the onlyDT1E vacuum cleanier lias progressed with sucli strides in popular form of energy whÎch could be inshautly clianged into, heat withT favor that 1h will soon b)e difficult to fiud a home without one. practically uo loss. This led to the developmeut of the electricIus latest use is for the cleaning of churches and the varlous cooking devices which are so common to-day. As elechriciuy is the"LadTies' Aids" tliroughout the country are not slow ho appreciate one form of power whicli eau be carried ho auy old place witb littlethe advanuages of thus method of "geuiug rid of the disst." The loss and applied l in otors srnall enougli for a watch charm or cpway in which niany of our dhurches have been kept is a disgrace able of six tbousand horse power, so 1h is the most flexible form ofto the cougregahions, Whio seenM to have forgoutenethah lu was Johin heat. Tt can b.- insuanuly imade to warmn a plate, or the sainie pres-Wesley, or somne equally -wise theologian, wbo delared that cean- sure of a linger wilI leu loose euergy enouali ho boil a quart ofliness is uext to godliuess. There is mucli truth lu the saying that diamonds or to melt aW block of solid coucrehe.God hlped ho 'build tbe churches, but Satan helps to take care of 'le cosh of electric cookig with a rate of six cents a kilowattulien. Fresh air seems to be the ast resuiremeut which the aver- hour will uot be over that of a good liard coal range and it isage sexton takes into consideration, wliile churcli carpets and vastly mnore couvenieut than any kiud Of coal fire, whcre coal liascushions are left to accumullate dusi. and ho become a happy hunit- to be carried, ashes remnoved and fimes kinidled. Iu one family ofing-ground for gerins of ail descriptions. The ordiuary cleaning two the eutire cooking aud baking was doue by electricity ah a costsimply meaut that the dust was temporarily disturbed, ho settle Of $3.12 a mionuli. Another fainily of tbree cooked wihh electricsomewliere else iu the edifice. The vacuum cleaner does wliat the beat at a monthly cost Of $432. l'fe electric fiat-irons can bebest broomn, aided by tea-leaves has flot yet accompished-it "me- operated for less than five cents an boum; a potofofe stoemoves" tlie dust and actually cleans the apartment to whicli 1h is cent to bmew overteOnisbefies eus cof beaeau bsoeapplied. 

toàsted ou the diuing room table for one cent; the chaflng dîsb eauIs general use in the liousebold, ho sinipfify thte labor of sweep- -be run for four cents an boum; the tea kettle will boul an boum foriug day, is orly a mahuer of hune, and ho sec 1h iu operation is ho five cents; the disk stove will keep sizzliug bot for one boum for sixrealize what a deal of effort lias been wasted iu the past iu the cents; for tlimee cents the corn popper willî work 0oe. boum; tlieliousekeeper's war againsi. dust. lieating pad will remnain warmi for hwo boums for a single copper;The question lias been asked wliether the vacuum cleaner is seven cents will broil a large steak; the baby's mlk eau be warmednot liard" on fumiture andi capets. The testimouiy of expert haîf a do7eu timres for a cent,.aud 50ou down aà long list.


