
APRI.L 5th, 1892.1 THlE WEEK.

IN the main question, whicb is one of fact, between the
''debaters, we cannot but think that the Opposition

leaders had the best of the argument. Mr. Foster's con-
tention that Canadians are content and bave reason toelbe
content with their present condition, is one which it seems
impossible to maintain. Il Nobody doubted,". lie said,
Ilthat the Dominion had made great progress and had
wonderfuily developed." But he denied, in effect, that
because of this progress there was now a denmand for a
new departure in order to maintain it. IlWhere," lie
asked, Ilis the practical grievance this wide Dominion
through? " The grievance, or at least one grievance, is
that the process of development is arrested, or very seri-
Ously checked. The census returns prove that ail too
ciearly. The constant stream of emigratian of the yaung
muen of the land-those who should lie its bone and sinew
and the chief factors in its development-which is going
on day by day before the eyes of ail, proves it beyond
controversy. Can a young people wbo possess any national
ambition or worthy patriotism lie content with sucli a state
of affairs No doubt there are a good many of our peo-
pie, those who happen toelie in good positions in connec-
tien with same one or other of aur much protected indus-
tries, wbo are contented witb the present state of things.
Many of tbem may be personally better off than they
wouid lie if there were more people and more development
in the country, for these mîglit mean more competition
and less monopoîy. Commercially, then, tbe country bas
a grievance. Whether it is one that is capable of being
remnedied under existing circumstances by any cure which
would net prove worse than the disease, we do net now
undertake to say. If there is no possiblity of finding
such remedy the outlook for our country's future develop-
ment ii iudeed dark. But this cessation of growtb is but
one of the grievances of which the people of Canada have
to compiain. The inferiority of the colonial citizenship,
of which Mr. Laurier spoke, is another. The Canadian
at bis best is but a dicolonist " stili, ini the eyes of the
Englishman, and of the world. A quarter-century of con-
federation bas done littie to remove this stigma of infer-
iority. The Englishman or Scotchman living ini Canada
does flot perhaps feel it to any great extent. He is an
Englishman or a Scotchman stili. But the "native Can-
adian often feels it 8orely. Hie has no distinct national-
ity, no country of bis own which is knawn to the outside
world and of whichbcli can lie proud when tbroad. Canada
is but an appendage of the Mother Sta.-e, and the native
Canadfian mnust familiarize himself wit the idea that his
nationaîity, if he dlaims one, is of a somewhat nondescript
type. Hence it is perhaps littie ta bc wondered at, after
al, that it i8 found so dilfficuit to evoke a strang and
healtby Canadian sentiment. Under these circumstancesr
it may weil lie asked whether it is not time for the Can-
adian Government to commit itself ta sorne policy looking
ta a fulier citizenship for the native of Canada. il; should
Ht least indicate the direction in whicb this aspiration
after a distinctive national life may hereafter find its
goal. Are our leaders looking forward to Imperial Fed-
eration 1~ If se, the sooner they begin ta show when and
l)ow a movement of this kind is toelie brougbt within the
5Phcgre of the possible and the practicable, and in what
Wa1Y it is to meet the want whicb is becoming year
l'y year more deeply feit, and wbicb bas probably more ta
dO with the voîuntary expatriation of se many young
Canadians than we are accustomed ta think, the better.
But ail this is by the way. Meanwhile, to return for a
moment ta the point from whicb wîe set out; wby, we
sbould like to ask, is it necessary that a Canadian com-
nmercial treaty sbould lie negotiated througb the British
(Iovernment ? Is it answered :"4Because we should have
tn rely upon the Mother Country for its enforcemient"?
Blut nobody expeets te enforce a commercial treaty vi et
arrnis. And, lie it remembered, it is but commercial
treaties whicb are now under consideration. Were tbei
question one of any other kind of treaty, e.g., a treaty of
alliance for same purpose of oflèance or defence, it would lie
easy to see why it must lie drawn up under the direction
and fortified with the sanction of the British Government.
But a treaty for mutual trade requires fia sucli sanction.
Wby sbould not Canada, then, be empowered to make the
best trade arrangements possible with other nations on1
ber own responsiblity. Cannot ber loyalty lie trusted i
We believe that the best of ail trade arrangements is no
treaty at ail, but perfect freedom for everyone to buy and
sell ta the beat advantage. But the time for that is net
yet corne.

P REJUDICE di,-s harcl, even in the last decade of thenineteenth century. Witness the attitude taken by
some legal lights in the Ontario Assembly the other day,
on the debate on Mr. Balfour's Bill to confer on the Law
Society power ta admit women ta the study of law. What
possible reason can there lie wby women sbould net lie
permitted ta study law if they wisli ta do so 1 18 not
jurisprudence anc of the noblest, the mast profound, the
most liroadening and elevating of ail studies in whicb the
human mind can engagei By wbat riglit, human or
divine, should the masculine moiety of aur citizens take it
upan tbemseives ta say that they must have a monopoly
of the study of this ennobling science? The mon, pure-
ninded, far-sigbted creat ores that tbey are, are af raid, for-
sootb, that if women are permitted ta get a knawledge of
law, they may wish ta enter the courts ta practise it, and
in the course of their practice may some day came in con-
tact witb somnething se pitcby as taelie fit taelie handied
anly by their campeers of the other sex. ls nat sucli an
argument as this a littie tao late in the day ? Ras it not
naw been pretty well demanstrated that wamen may bie
safely ieft ta follaw the dictates of their awn innate and
cultured sensie of propriety, and that they are quite as
well qualiied taejudge what is modest and becaming
for them as are the average af their mentors of the
other sex ? ls it not, indeed, just passible if that the pre-
sence of ladies at the Bar shauld have the effect occasion-
aily of madifying the character of the cross-examinations
in certain classes of crimirial cases, and of preventing the
putting of unnecessary and autrageaus questions, neither
justice nor madesty wauld suflbr front the changei But
the question is nat whether it is desirable tlîat women
sbauld practise as barrisiters in aIl kinds of cases. It is
wbether they shal lie permitted ta share educational
advaîitages wbich are furnisbed at the public expense,
and ta wbich wamen therefare cantribute their share of
taxation. It is alsa whether women can lie trusted t0
gavern tbemselves in accardance with their awn sensie of
prapriety, or whetber it is necessjary that they should be
restricted and hampered at every turn by limitations pre-
scrihed by the sex which bas hitherto had a monopoly of
the law-making business, and wbich is only just learning
at this late day ta use that manapaly witb anything like a
just and reasonalile consideration for the rigbts af the
other sex. We certainly are nat particularly anxiousta 
see women advocates in the civil and criminal oourts, but
we are anxious that wamien should lie at liberty ta follaw
this or any other hanaurable business or profession, if
tbey choose ta do so and can ind a demand for their ser-
vices. We confess that we have neyer before given mucb
thought ta this particular phase of the question of woman's
sphere, as it bas neyer liefore, we lielieve, been mnade a
living question in Canada. May we lie pardoned if we add
that the weakness of the objections raised against Mr-.
Balfour's Bill, even more than the cogency of the reason-
ing in its support, have canvinced us of the essential jus-
tice of the measure. When able opponents of a given pro-
posai are forced ta resart ta sucli reasoning as was used
even by Mr. Meredith in the case in question, it seems
pretty safe ta canclude that they have somebow gat on the
wrong side.

UTTA WA LETTER.

TR~~E office of a Minister of the Crown ie net a sinectire
tand allawing that bis duties are conscientiously per-

formed. the country bas na reasan ta complain that bis
salary is excessive. It is a great mistake ta suppose that
the Mnister luxuriates while lis deputy works. Those
spectators who have the necessary patience ta listen ta the
wearying, and ta a great extent profltless, talk over the
estimates, cannat fail taelie struck by the demanda which
are made upon the gentlemen an the Treasury Bdnches for
information on the mast minute matters of detail con-
nected with these departmento. An amusing illustration
of thisi occurred when we bad the dignifled Minister of
Justice, who is thorougbly at home in treating of the
weightiest matters cannected with the State, defending
variaus expenses connected witb bis departmnent. Mr.
McMullen, always o n the qui vive for any unjustiflable
expencliture, questioned the Minister as ta certain con-
tracts for supplies for penetentiaries. The Public Accounts
cantaiti sncb minute and detailed information that one
bas anly ta look at the proper page ta find out haw mucb
the country pays for a bushel of patatoes, bow much is
aiven for a bushel of catst, and if an extra leman lie pur-
chased it wililibe found duly recorded. Now, everyone
agrees that a Minister of a Department should lie thair-
oughiy acquainterl witb the warking of that brandi of the
Public Service over which lie exercises contrai, but it can
scarcely, i11 justice, lie demanded that a man like Sir John
Thompson wha, without any great experience for after
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ail bis experience as a leader is not extended), should lie
expected ta, know just wbat is the price of potatoes ini the
market upon the occasion that a tender is accepted for tho
supplying of groceries for a prison or penetentiary.
Nevertbeless, althougb it was a pretty daring tbing ta do,
the wortby Minister of Justice met Mr. McMullen an bis
awn ground and talked over questions of graceries as if hie
had been in the habit of bandling theni al bis life. Truly
the life of a Minister of the Crown wbile the Blouse is in
suppiy is not an enviable anc.

The Opposition is net shawing any s3ign of a lack of
desire ta go into questions in wbich lengtby deliating
powers are demanded, and there are anceai- two of the
lcading memblers ta Mr. Speaker's lef t, wbo at least gîve
us the idea that .tbey are not alarmed ta hear themselves
talk. But, it is quite prebumable that wbat they have ta
say is well warth hearing. The question of an investiga-
tion into the doings of Sir Adolphe Cui-on in connectian
with thc building of the Lake St. John Railway, is now
on the tapis, and bas already led ta an exceedingly acri-
maniaus debate, whicb at the time of writing is nat con-
cluded. Nor are we at ail sure bow it will result. 0f
this there may lie a word more ta say wheu the debate
bas licen furthei- continued. At the present stage, Sir
Rlichard Cartwright is Ilbreathing out tbreatenings and
slaugliter against " the Government, and lie bas bis knife
thorougbly sharpened and ready for the gay I{night of
Quebec.

The Opposition have also taken a stand upon a matter
af wider moment than the political morality of auy single
niember of the Government. They are making an advance
along the uine of political independence. This can no0 longer
be denied, nor sbauid it lie.

There is no reasan in the worid wby any member of
Parliament shauld fear ta express bis opinions regarding
the future of this country. In the Motberland there are
those wbo are nat af raid ta say that, it is the near destiny
of Great Britain ta become a republic. It must bie reinera-
bered that wben the doctrine of the Divine rigit of things
became alisolute, as it bas become, except in the formulary
of the State Church, and when in its stead arase the
doctrine of the supreine right of the people, the wiii of the
people at any stage of the political history of a country
liecame regarded as paramaunit. Therefore, if we concede
that any particular change in aur constitution means more
bappiness for the people living in our land, we are liouad
ta advocate a measure of that kind. But the Conserva-
tive, in Canada or at home, bas always this in bis argu-
ment. Measures which seem ta lie fraught with goad for
the country may turn out ta, have an entireiy opposite
affect. [t is samething worth considering that we stand
an solid ground at present, and that any mavement we
may make, wbether it takes us in the way of political
independence or of annexatian, is not witbout the danger
that it may deprive us of aur present solid footing.

Mr. Milîs moved on a motion ta go into supply that
ail the words af ter the word Il that " lielof t out, and the
following inserted in the stead thereof :"I It is expedient
ta obtain the necessary powers ta enable Rer Majesty the
Queen, throrgh lber representative, the Governor-General
of Canada, upon tic advice of bis Ministers, ta appoint an
agent ta negotiattý commercial treaties with ather British
possessions or witb foreign States subject ta the prier con-
sent or subsequent approval of the Parliament in Can-
ada." tJpon this amendmient lie liased a long' resoiubion
ta the effect tiat it was in the interests of Canada that
she sbould bu more directly concerned than at present
with the farraing of commercial treatica, with foreign
cauntries in wbicb she is more seriously affected tian any
other part of the Empirei. Mr. Ioster, wha is also of a
philosophical stamp of mi, and bas had a training in
politîcal econonîy scarcely less than the member for Bath.
well, was put forward liy the Governînent ta reply ta this
proposai. Ris principal point was that there bad been
no0 demand fram any of the leading commercial biodies of
the country for the -bauge as suggested liy Mr. Milîs, and
tiat until there was sncbi a demand it did nat came witiin
the range of practical questions. T. C. L. K.
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W FrH1892 we bave reached the fourth centennial
year of tbe discovery of America by Columbus.

And sa the question is brougbt inta greater praminence
whetber Cellimbus really did distcover, or mereiy re-
discovered the Western Coantinenît. Was nat Leif Erik-
se-n thc truc discoverer of America i A second ques-
tion is, if lie was the real discoverer, wiat land dîd
be dirst sec and toucli at, and where did lie afterward dis-
embark i There are tbree sources of information in answer-
ing these questions-history, antiquities and mythology.

The hist&rical evidence is found in one of tic Icelandic
sagas, wiich some people wouid seeni ta reject as strict
historical fact, thaugi there is na apparent reasan for
doing sa. It licars an tic face of it thc stamp of truti
à is piainly very different froni tbe mast of the sagas,
which deal witi tic national religion and describe tic
deeds of tic Narse gods. But that Leif is a buman being
wio bas seen the Occident is assnred, for bis description
of tie land lie discavers coincides in the main witb tiat
of tie eastern coast of-North America.

lu 982, according ta tie saga, Eric the Red discovered
Greenland, and fonnded a colony tiere. lu 985 Bjarni,
a Bea rover, on a voyage between Iceland and Groenland
was blown by a nartb.east gale ont of bis course far south,


