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SCOTT'S POETICAL DESCRIPTIONS. c
t

Scorr's descriptive powcers give a great part of tire
uliarin wvhich, attends bis prose compositions. It is in a
iris poI.try, however, that tire beauey and naturaluess ç
of Ms descriptions have rcachied their maximumi.
Nit only <le threy cause the reader te admire tho
scene pictured before Jin, but ftirnish tire lmans by s
wvhich hie cer appreciate the characters occupying t
these habitations, whichi are true te nature, but still
idealiy picturesque and symînetrical. In truth tire i
wcavin- of the beauties of external nature with the
beautiful in the humaxi forai and char.rcter, 'vas, the 1
province ini which Scott sirone briglitly. Perhaps wvec
can sc mnost distinctly and judge most fairiy o! tlmo
poet's gerrius in description, by confining our at-centivn 1
te a few' o! the ciracters and scelles o! Ibis master
productions.

Foremost of bis poems in sorne respects stands the
Lady of ile Lake. In xnany à£! tire comiplex corations i
of this poem it is difficuit te say, îvhetlier the beauty
of liiirnan forin and character sets forth tire charmus of
nature xnost, or vice versa; perliaps nature is more
often use as the ineans. Evcry character in tire
peem forms tire centim- figure of a sylvan scenle. First
wve have the background of nature, Fsp<irkling wvitu al
tire freshness and glory of ir.ountain scerrery; then a
* urcst distinct and perfect s nblance of tis in tl'e forai
and fuature of the beirig wlio stands iri tire foregromnd;
and iastiy sprcading a flttinig halo over tire wv1ole,
scolie, the character o! this being is involved in per-
fect liarmony with its source and surourrdings. Tire
biending o! these elements is wrought eut wvit1r great-
est effect in the portraiture of tire Highlarnd niaiden.
Even in a few Uines as-

"Net Katrine in ber mirror bie
Gives back tire shaggy batiks more triro,
Than ecry forebora giairco conmfessed,
The guiiless mnovement of hcr brest

We have nearly the wholo picture.
Tire brave and gerurons Rhoderick Phu, and tire

royal and courageous Fitz James are vise, tirough nGct
se firnmly wroughit out characters which C'nILbut

impress every admirer o! heroic spirit and daring
enterprise. In wliat perfection do their characters
and bearing correspond with the strengtli and grand-
eur of a spot-

"ýVhcrc stemrn d step,
Thc bill hinks dovr upon thc deep."

Mucauley liras said o! tis peeru, IlThat tire glamour

f the great poet's genius lias for er liallowcd evûn,
htu barbarous tribes wvhose inauners are hero inv(stcd,
vith ail the charins of fiction." This sentiment -vill
.lwa.ys find an eho in the licart of every lover o!
cottish sconery and Hlighland bravery.
In Marinion the clescr.ptions have beeri considered

)y rnnny critics as the poet's flnest. They are of a
omnewhat diffierent type froni those of tire Laidy of
lie Lake, the main action of the poein being of a
miore historical chraracter andl the cuimination of the
iudividual element coinciding wi-th the great battia-
)f Flodden. The description of natural scenery and
imrn action are drawn -with telling effect in the
earlier part of tire per, but in the closing sceno our
u7miration of quieter scenes and inr' vidual action is
ost te somne extent in our greater sympathy for oe
or other of the contending nations. With the excep-
tion of Ho 'mer, Scott lias given, us, in Flodden Field,
the fineet deecription of a hattie in ail literature. [t
*s indced, "I. fear! ni battle rendcred you in mnusic."
It is worthy o! note that this description dot s not
derive its force from the fictitious creation of mortalp
or nations superhuman in prowess, but rather ini the
distinct and truthful portrayal of every feature of
the battle, the deeds of the lieroes being gallant and
noble, but stili within the range of human endeavor.
Scott's own chivaîrous and knightly disposition gave

hnno doubt. that appreciation and sympathy for
lieroic action, %vithou.t -vhich ho could neyer have
painted Flodd2n F~ield. 0f tire heroes of the fight,
M:armion, the liore of tIre poem, stands foremost.
Amid ail the dia of clashing arms and tramping
steeds lie is not forgotten, bis falcon pennon is the
flrst te issue from the cloud of dust, bis wing o!
battie is most sorely pressed, and it is in his death
we feel the deepest interest. That ho is a valiant
kaighit neyer appears se cle-trly as in this his lust
figlit, and his prowess aIso Iends, a greater interest te,
the battle in wvhich lie is thus proininent. Marmion
is a cliaracter with wim the careful reader wil
sympathize Scott shows ciearly wliat, i own feel-
ings concerning such a -çvarrior vere by his clos;ing
linos :

"If oer in tcmptatiorr strong
Thou icft'st tho, righit ath Ïfor tmo wrng.
If ever, devious stop tCus trod,
StRil iad tho furthest frour thre road.
Dreail thou te Epcak presumnptniots dooin,
On noble Marmion's 1oo%%-1y omb;
But &&y «11e (lied a gallaut knight,
Withi iword iii baud, for Eigland's rigit"'


