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T i s with a spirit of devout gratitude that,
at the heginning of a newv year, we

shou]d survey the pat with its innumerable
niercies and exc]aim, hitherto bas the Lord
helped us 1 'Who, cati recount the blessirigs
of the year noiw gone 1.-We have had peace
in ail oui, borders. While other churches
have been torn and distracted by painful con-
fiets and controversies, our Chu.zh has had
perfect rest; and she has had v. mid to do
flhe work which the Lord bas laid to her
band. We should be grateful that while
most inviting fields are openîng f0 us on
every ;ide, the power to occupy them, aud
the will also are not wanting. Neyer in our
hi.story as a Church have we been honoured
to, do more in one year for the cause of
Christ than we have done during 1880. If
God gives us wealth, and the spirit of unity
and liberality, it la in order that, we may use
ail for the advancernent of bis Itingdozn. The
numnher of our congregations and stations,
of our pastors sud missionaries, bas increased;
and not less important la it to, note that re-
ceipts and expenditures have been made ta,
balance. We state it nost, thankfully, that
no part of thme Church's work eari be pointed
to a having been in a lauguishing condition
duringthepastyear. To God be ail thepraise 1
33ut ia it not ivell that we should ask our-
selves, have we doue what we could ? Have
we strengthened the ]dngdorn of Christ lu

our own famnilles, in our Sabbath-schools, and
prayer rncetivgs, ard in our coigregatic ns?
Hlave we prornoted peace and goodivill ?-
Have wve honured the Lord with our sub-
stance ah we could? Self-questioning %vith
regard to, the iast, year ivill aid us in îrnaIing
good use of the future.

Death has -mitten doren not a few of the
members and office-bearers of our Church.
Sorrow bas éai lenrd m8ny a home, tet ch.
ing us to look for that home wltich is ever
bright witli the sunshine of the face cf God.
The lesson of our mortality has been 1 ressed
upon us on every side. Let us wit;ely Tre-
member as we enter upon the Neiw Year
that it too will have its triais, its sorrowsE, its
bereavemnents; and that the only truce com-
fort is to be foundi in Hlm wvho is the resut'-
rectiori and the life. Every true deed of the
past year will bear fruit in years to comae.
The good continues: there is no death or
huril for it: iV will spii.ng up, and growv, and
stiil live on), multiplying snd increasing to
the end of tixne. No labour for the Lord la
in vain. The just shall be iii everlasting re-
menmbrance, and their deeds shall speak- for
them through ail the fleeting, years. Un-
doubtedly inany memibers of our Clitirch
have chcorfully -iven up much for Chr.it's
cause during thepa8tyear :-given up rnuch,
but they shahl receive an hundred fold

Looking beyond our own bordera, thr- great
event of the Preshyterian world during the
past year was the General Couneil held at
Philadeiphin, in autumn. It was a striking


