
J1899] MINERAL RESOURCES 0F THE OTTAWVA DISTRIC. 3said the aid knight, " and il you had been there a littie sooner
you would probably have seen thein putting it in too." A few
days after, in taking out saine other samples of coal froin this
hole it wvas found that these ivere mixcd xvith bread and cheese,
showing that the persan wha sa ingeniously " salted " the pro-
perty had flot been sufficiently careful in the selectian of his
ingredients. A subsequent investigation shoiwed conclusively
that the bore-hale had flot even passed thraugh the dlay caver-
ing, and that the solid rock had neyer been reached, sa that this
attempt ta start a coal mine in Ontario wvas a dismal failure. A
similar attempt at coal discavery in Quebec wvas made on the
north side of the St. Lawrence, belaw Quebec city, ýbut a careful
examinatian of this mine alsa showved it ta cansist of pieces of
the minerai. which had been stuck in thec day along the course
of a sinail brook, so that this attempt also fell flat.

It would certainly be a wonderful thing and a great benefit
ta, the industries af this district, if coal in wvorkable quantity
could, be faund anywhere in this area, but until the present gea-
lagical conditions change very materially, it is ta be feared there
wvilI neyer be any very great develapinent in this direction, and
the anly alternative, if we wish ta use aur own fuel, is ta utilize
saine of aur grreat depasits of peat.

The question of natural gas and ail alangc the St. Lawrence
has already received saine attention, and will doubtless before
Jang, be again taken up. The developinents along the east side
Of that river in the vicinity of Nicalet by boring, though carried
down ta a comparatively sinaîl depth, proved that naturai gas
does exist in that area, and it was obtained in considerable
quantity at the flrst attempt. A large vein af gas was at one
point struck at a depth af less than 6aa feet, which came out
wvith such farce as ta wreck the plant and hurl mud and stanes
many feet inta the air. The hale wvas nat however cantinued
down ta the Trenton, which was supposed ta be the great reser-
voir of this material, awing ta a lack of capital on the part of
those interested ; but the abandaned hale is stili discharging
gas in considerable quantity. It is the opinion of thase who


