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WARREN« HASTINGS.

RRNHASTINGS wvas born on thie sixth of Decemi-
ber, 1'732. He belonged to the great family of Doyles-
fo- , and played a Very important part in the making
of the greatest and most powerful empire of the -%vorld

to-day-E ngland. W\hen Charles -was Ring of Doylesford, it
wvas the custoin of his predecessors to inortgage ail thieir pro-
perty, and tliis Charles did, keeping thie mianor whichi lie af ter-
wards sold. The last Hastings of Doylesford hiad two sons,
Hloward whvlo soughit employment in the Englisli governinent;
and Pynaston, whio, being a careless fellow, niarried early in life,
but died a few years after his marriage, leaving one son, who,
turned out to be tlue famous Warren Hlastings.

At flic deatli of lis father, Hastings was as yet very young,
and, on account of a series of unfortunate events, lie wvas forced
to, leave sehool at an early agre -with a very scanty education.
lie wvas now placed in the hands of lis uncle, myllo also died. Hl-e
wvas then given into the care of a Mr. Chieswiekç, whio, net caring
properly for the young fellow 's career, secured for Iilmi a posi-
tion ln the office of the East India Conmpany at Calcutta. AI-
thiougli H-astings niiglit bave been given a littie more education
before entering into this position, yet we can safely say that
this step -%vas the foundation of lis great and vietorious career.
Failures and misfortunes are the higli roads to success, and thius
wvas the success of young IHastings obtained. «\Vhule yet in the
office of the East India Company, lie showed luis skili and valor
by the way lie settled the quarrels that arose between the Freneli,
the English and native tribes.

In the year 1764, Hlastings returned to, England, and, a few
years afterwards, lie wvent to India, where lie mnade his abode,
and where lie performed the mnany great deeds for whieh his
naine is stili so muehl honored even to-day. India at this tie
wvas composed of a nuimber of sav'age and -warlilze tribes, as the
Bengalese, and how lie succeeded to keep the u-pper hand I will
try to slow you. Whien in India a short time lie wvas appointed
Governor of Bengal, Bombay, and Madras. Having gained thiis
position, lie originated a systei of goverument whichi deduced
order from chaos, and peace from anarchy. Few men of higli
rank to-day have had to form their own plan of governinent;
and, even thouigl they hiave the governiment planned for theni

128


