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the church soine who would otherwisc wanderaway ;"
Iltijat ailier denominations readhly accedle ta stacli re-
qucats and are glad tai do so;"»I "tat baptîscal parents
are menibers ai the church, andal s such caîtaleal tu
biptism for their chiidrcn ; 'lIlandl taat Clamist re-
ceived littie childreis askipg no qticstîuaas." l ti very
citat that there is great netal fur sutae aaatlaortain'e
delivemance oas the suliject as as desidlerateal i two of
tle reports, lin order that flae vitrioas sessioaas aîîay bc
guideal in ibis important malter.

(2.) The Lo,.dat Sutyer.-Wlen we coasse ta the
questions anent the Lord's Supper, we fiîta tîaat
litre again tht facts are sîated as ta the fie-
quency ai its abservance, ratlier tian the opin-
ions entertaineal as ta tie frcqtaency wiîi whlai il
should be dispenscd. l3y far the greaier nutuiber ap-
pearto prefer quarîerly service, tiaugla several express
an opinion in favaur ai halt-> early observance. Oaa
the allier hanal a greater approximaation ta tiae prima-
tive systern ai weekhy coammîunion is recomniaended,
whiie again others sinîply desare its admaiinistratian as
oittit as convenieni.

It is exceedingly diffacult ta arrive i inytli..g like
a correct idea ai tie proportion ai adialts %Iîia, arc
aiembers in full conmmunioaa front tie iact, tla sorie
only state the number ai comamunicants, nal nany
do not report ait ail. Frani tht information receiveal,
as fat as we caax jualge about twvo-th,ails ai thse adulîs
attending aur public services are commaunicants.

The steps taken ta instruct non-communicants as ta
thcir duty, are "'tht prcaciing ai tire word," Il privat
dealing on the occasion ai pastorial visitation," Il ible
classes, » and in a few cases the very desirable itastitu-
lion ai conmmunicants, classes affurd efficient aid in
tItis direction.

IV. CHIRISTIAN LuFE AND) WOK

Tht hesitancy with which the direct questions under
tIis htad are answered together witli the aîaanifest
need ai reviewed interest in the prayer-aneeîing anake it
abtandantiy evident that there is anuch ron for i.
provement in spiritual lite and wark. Tiiere is a fair
amount ai expectancy in regard ta wark dont, anal a
fair portion unliesitatingly reporting progress. Tirt r-
port ai ont Presbytery expresses dthight as ta the state
ai Christian lite and wark discovereal, white anoîher
(Gcsgarry draws attention tu tht fact that a very de-
cided revival ai religion hall occurreal twa years ago,
andl as no faling sqJ laad been reporteal, the state ai
religion was assuaneal ta be gaod. Titre are nsany
instances in whîci the reverse ai tîxîs is tirt case and
when Christian life and work greatly necd ta bce te-
vived.

Meetings for prayer arc in anany cangregations very
well attended anal such services are eteenied as profit-
able and encouragiaag. Mlany give no report, anal in
some instances attention is calleal ta tht facî tiat at-
tendance is not always framn the "men ai sterner
mould "but, as we fear is toc, freqîaently the case,
froni the femnale portion aillhe cang-regatian, whose
interest in prayer-meeîings has nul lie»n confineal ta
the present ea ai tht Ciurci's history. %Vould that
ahi aur heads ai famulies, ait least, coutl feel tht need
ai a breathing daîne between tie Sabbaîlis when tle
sirit couhl bc refresheal by tanited communion with
God.

It is grati1fring ta find a record ai liberality in many
cases, even cxempiary ; andl white depression in busi-
ness is adduced as tht reasan in many cases for a de-
clint its contribution, a praiseworthy effort lias bec»
miade not anly ta implement obligation at home, but
also ta scck tht furtîtrance ai Christ's cause abroad.

Thereparts are, liowever, very partial ; sanie speak
only of stipcaads, others only ai mission woslm, white in
in saine cases tht correspondence beîween thet wo

parts is sintply noted. Ont case mentianed is ont-
sit of the whole contributions ai tht cangregation
being for missions, and anaîher represents an average
o($16 per fanaily.; We note these aseswîth pleasure
as au off-set ta statemnents whicls show a great lacIt ai
actavq Christiaa lite and give evidtnce that the inade-
quate regard for God's dlaims is pauiily icit

Experience proves that tht Lest agcnci% L-r the
promotion of vital godliness are tht regialar, earnest
and faithlul preaching ofithegospel, Il eeping in vicw
the cross of Christ," IlFor tht tht love of Christ con-
straiieth uas,» * faithital, personal dcaling in priî'ate t'
with a wise and jiadicious use of discipline» ansd Ilac-
tive ekdcrshipr andl " caotta attention to tht youwag by
bible dasaes»d otherwise, in the use ofwlaicl ineans
ite varied, rich and preclous promises of GodIs word
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may be arelized, but above ail a blessed and liberal
outpouring of the H-oly Spirit and Il is divine influences
exertcd on the hecarts and consciences of the children
of nien."l

By way of enlisting chiarcli nenibers ini church wark
dej>endence as placcd largely (wvlaen tie question i s an-
swered> oni the presentataon of tire beauttcs of a prac.
tic-il Clartitnaty, as afeylloiuliif . f Christ, anad a full
l>catecostal affusiona of tire Il oly Spairat. Theanswers
to titas question art morc tengre and v'ague thaxi
otiier parts af the report, in sorte cases even contra-
dicîory. Onc says Ila judacaous use ot ev.angelistic
services uinder tire guidance of authorazed mnnsters;"
anaîher says IlNot by evangclastac services wvhicli of-
tcn lead ta a desire to bcconae jareachers w:thaut pre-
paration." NIure practical answers are the faUuewing
IlGave the people work ta do,""I Let the peuple choose
the workers," IlUrge tire chasea ta work." Stress is
laid on givang work ta bc donc, but much nmore on the.
value ofteiar olln sotil anad tire precaausness ai the
sauls af otlaers.

V. IIaNI)4A\wF-S.
There is camparatîvely bte counplaant as to the

prevalcnce of sceptica! or imnpure literature, thaugh
suane ot thc cangregations do complain of its baletul
ctlccts ; about une-hait af tire cangregatians reporting
speak of tire evls of anterrnpcrance. Motst of the re-
portb naote prevailig acl±rne ults s cl Çi-
ishiness ais doing great injaary. Ramianism and Catha-
lic persecutian are in sarie cases adduced as uperat-
ang injurjously .agaanst tice cause ut Christ, but in face
af ail thebe and notwithstandîng of dascouragernents
it is firnily bclieved tiait tire work, af Christ is nxaking
steady progress.

The folluwing recommendations are offered as
warthy ai cansideratian-

1. That in future greater definitcness in answcring
questions bc attendcd ta, and wc trust grcater pranspi-
tude.

11. That families bc recommrended ta use on ont
part af the day, at fansily warship, the passages sug.
gcsted on the International lcssan sheet and that par-
ents bc urged ta a greater diligence in catechizing.

111. Anent irrcgulirity in coninection with the ad-i
aninistratian of baptism, tlaat ani authoritative deliver-
arce ut the General Assembly be urged.

IV. Tite preparation of an affectionate appeal an
the duty and privilege af full communion.

V. And as the great means the carnest preaching ut
thre Gospel ot Jessas, wîith carctul cunsistency in the
walk and conversation ut inenibers.

AU of wihich is rcspectlullY submitied.
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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
LESSON XXIII.

jonc t.) TUJE IIALLPI- OF~ D.' 1- BO.wFS Eelcxxxvi
1S79. i -

Gol.aaF.- TF.xT.-"«It is the Spirit that quickeneth;
the flesh prattth naîhing : The words that I speak
unto you, they are spirit and thea'are life."-John vil 63.

ntMt STUbaa'S.
M. Eitk-. xxxiv. 11-3 .. The flack saught out.
T. Ezek. xxxvi. a6-3S --. A new heart and a new

spirit.
W. 'zck. xxxvii. 1- 14.-- The valley of dry banies.
Th. Ezck. xxxvii. 15-2S..-The cavenant of peace.F. Epli. ii. a-soa-------..Quiccencd with Christ.
S. John Yn 53-71 ........... 1l ist spirit abt quick-

S. 2 Cor- iii. a-aS-------.."The spirit giveth lite.1"
IIELt'S To SrTiaY.

Jiad.la hatl %cachaet rte lowest -3.ic of its humiliation.
Tite news ut the capture or Jerasalena had raracled the pro-
plie <Ezck xxxiii. 2z); and once mole bis silence is laroken
tiy the puwer ofthe divine inspiration which carnieupon hlm,
andl lie spas nul aç bclare ini indignation and lamientation,
but in chcring words af hope, wita promaises ot restaralion.
Buot this hope ot ieslaratian is basaed tapon a great change ini
the pe-ople thenaselves. As uin and aanbeliei were the source
ut sorrow and calîniity, sa repentance waulal prave th&~ way
Ia life'<Ettk. xxxvi. il. 27, 28). The vision of tht dty
bantes restared to life. vigour andl beauty set forth ina signifi.

ctt resentatian. the recaatration ut IST&CI.
1. ÎeDIav ltONES-Vers. 1-3.

The banrd of the Lard resteat %spont the praphet. Thte
pwer andl energy ai the Spirit lifted hisai 91 out af the

thingao aimae ai setie inta a state otcstic vison, an which
lie hdhcld a valley flli uf demi nien's, bantes, vezy many
and ve-y dry. It was asad an.dterrilIe siglalwhich taih
have been allen scen in titat time ai war sd tumunlt. A
creat &=my lilat Sennachiesîb's (a Kiags xix. 35), or a coin-
pany af captives sucb as Nebnchâdneuar led away Let.
xxix. il> desitoyed by swida or famine, or pcestilcnme q*he
sasie visioli ofhborrort blm becs again andl agaia witaewêd in
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tbae recent wans in Europe *ad Asia, the hattle-flelds cav.
ereal wlth the stiain, the lines ai retreat naakeal uut l'y tire
hIeIaclaiing bories ut the fugitives %iho lîaF pcrislaed. Andl
Isrici was ontce Jlula grcat airs%)-, 1l is clausen peaiy le,
folio!lilta tl vigour ; but natw ai nr nation, drail-J crsal vin
a lla uofnains-lier son% and daiaglîers scittettti as exiles
oiver 1 ie East -tantiutaal>, aiaoriliy, airiataily, a haeaîî ot
day) baitîts lia the valley, lil.e su aaa claiisut usuti. Il Our
lonvs tarc scattercl i rite grave's îaaaaia s salittn une caîtteili
and clcaveta waxst tapot rtet tatt " tl,a. exl. 7). And
eveiy) satiner isaie.td at trc-sî,aç%Ses and ltsa utla the suAtlt la
lbecaaaae as a se pulchre nu11 spiîrituel lire, 1lu %tuer, osaly tire
ailaaaaaanî> or clith, Ille st 'nation ut rihaeste cor-
raaîtiuaa anal heliles'%nes!i of li'n.

l'iae prophlet as carraed round tire plin, tlaat lie nîay view
the ghasaly sceatit trot cvery point, anal tak±i an d realare
the exteat andl tht hlaalowaaess uf the dleîclatiuii wroughî l)y
deatla. 'icre tlacy lay, an arniyat corp)sesunburiel, on tlh
face oi the plain, wlaerc îlacy had tallen. &Nan cati do
nothing litre. A stase of tler htlieIssuess andl dite grie±f
must oversilielm the spectator. Death (lest tuys laupc. The
IP1ailistinrs firdl wlien they saw tlacir champion was dIrait (Sain.
xii. 5t.) Tlhe living araaay the hast ot Pliaraula, laad strxack
terror inab the hacarîs ut the fugitives. liat wlicn thae se&
swalluwed st ops, andl rite Jraclates saw the Egypataana titadt
uîîon tire shore, they nu longer quailcd (Ex. xiV. 30, 31).

Saott losts utsin donaot fear adeadclaurca. Satanuly
bcgins tu (tar, anad ta wor)c, anal to arouse enm*tty anal op-
poà.itiun waten tiacre as lite andl puwer agaiaast sin. Blot WC
may well teart anal lbc disotayetl, like rte prujlata, wlatn WC
lieholal tat dadness. 'flaci greai tessun sahicli Goal in-
tended to tract% thc proîllac anal ta t-adi us is ritc uttér
iacllessncss anal insuffaciency ut ari. l'ht iipartatian of

sltriaal ai a icyod tan' ~owr.Tluse wlao are ' dead
in treslaasses and !,in! " aave an tlatmselvcs% nu power uft e-
couery.

l'lin, ihat tlais tesson anay ttc deelsencd aand that thet pro-
pliet attay lie cunvataceal ofite luter l)oxerltssns ut ail lau-
mnan eada.vuurs, Goal challenges hnm :-San ai Man îwealc,
thcreiuore, audaa miaa), tain the le bants live ? I'Goa ks
counisel ut us that wc niay learn aur awn ign-oranCe."
Etekiel, iiadecd, can se nu bllij; taut lie lnows that naan's
inapossilaîlities ntay Jlave GOcUls opparîuatits. W£s answer
is une oi great failai. Thou knowest. It is marked, too,
by wisduaaa anal l)y modesiy. Very uaalike, thcretare, la it ta
thaeseli-.suftacient anal presunlîtaoîs utterances of nany who
question God's larunaises anal diîbvhieve Ilis îaowtr. %%'o
would trust more in ticir uîuny science tlaan in the divine
omnipotence, Buot with Goal nutlaing is impossible. Il lie
that belicveth in tie, îiough lae were dead, yet shah lie lave"
(John Y. 21.)

l1.-TalEi Livum~ CISIuRcll-Vers. 4-6.
llaving tIna pîruvcd lias servant, rite Lord proceas ta

Show tia hat-at is iampassible wîti man is possible with Goal.
Ta accomplisi the great work ut revivification, af restara-
lion, Goal eaaaîloys a two-told instrumentality, huma» preaci.
ing anal auaiaan prayer.

il Tht Word of the Lord-Vers 4-8. Agamn Goal
spolce, flot to expa1aiia, but ta comnîand.--Prophecy, rtat is
lireacli. l'rediction is but une kind oftprophtsying, wiich
really incans, speaking for Gual. O ye dry bottes, fleur-
a strangc comandna and aaacntly usce.s. Buot we are
commandtca tu pireica, anal no marter lauw nauch men aia
semn beyonl rtet poe of tht Goaspel or laow dascauraging
cor worlc, wc tîtoit obey. Tht Word ai the Lord is the
Swaral ai tht S1aiit, wlticla can penetrate tlarough &Il the
worhcllitas andal tndilTereace-Eph. vi. 17 ; lli. iv. 12. It
iç the Wo'rd %%hich quickens-J lin xvii. 17 ; 1 P'cter i. 23.
WVhica is s1aitit andl lite-Jolan vi. 63, anal whici lieconats te
instrntat at our segeneration. Wt are flot lu liteacla aur
awn word. but Gud s. Orily througa it itt lité conte. Aand
in tItis u-cli.duing, Wec nîust atut %cary. ltfwesuWtlttcttd,
God wilI care for tire itarvest. Wliite -an is jîreaclaing,
Goal is vwuxking. Belsold, lit s, 1 amn c.usixg (nul
1wiIl ') lita' t' enter int yau. li is aIl(God'xsork, even

white lie ii. aasang laumaa isstr.;aîtcntalai.~ It as fle wath
power-sinews, aand witla coniclnesilesh; caanpieîe,
fuli-orltl lite. And yie shall know 1 amn the Lord.
Those wlao have expecrieaîced the divine lite andl love, have
tht best evialenceol rite ttuth afthea Claristianity. Likecthose
whons Crist ted in rte %%aldemcss, tiey have caten and arm
sitisfiedl. They )cnow thiâ the brtad ai lie is rea], nat a
shadaw or a muockciy

And even %bile là.adiel praplesical. tht resuits began Io
ajapear. At once dt: powcr ut tht %Vord Was manifest.
Obeditaice ta Goal, simpjle, aanquestictnirag otedience ini the
face af apparent inilOSc4tilitits, is sure la bie rewarded.
There is rtea noise auia tiae shalcing, hune camnes ta hune,
tirait rite comple skcleton arises%, wlaich is qaaickly cov.
cetd witi fleal. There is aIl tht senablance ola living«boaiy
without lite, a camplete organization without thai wica
alante catil inhabit and use it m an ake it ta livre. Another
step is needeal.

3. The Breatb ai Life-Vers, g, so. Again the coin.-
arand gats tonih. Pgaphesy ta rte Wands, embîcans of
the frec, invigarating, lite.imparting, amnilaresent sparit ai
trati andl love. To ptophrqs Io lie spisal, ss tu Pray far
tht Spirit. TIen tht hieé came inta themt, thty stood up-
rieLt, moved anal lived, an exceedang Xreat arzny-Rev.
vit. 9. Tht possesson ai the Spirit is the proof ai ie-
Rom.a Viat. 9.

Etekitl's prarable las thre apications.
(a) 'l' IssaCI. sattcred auad eiled as they were, God did

bring thens togetir again, and restortal theair civil and relig-
iotas national p)olIty.

(2) Te the resorrection of tht dead. Wlaat a vwality ai
dry bunes is ibis carti! 1 et Goal will raise xap andi re-
store the race of men.

(3.) To tht qsaickening ai tht dead in sin, the spiritual
tenewal and revival ai the sin-strickan soul.
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