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ESTHE PUNT-
POLE.
Eric Tims was
clever, indus-
ous boy of thir-
He was
ndy with saw,
e, and plane;
pd  during  the
ng evenings he
ent many hours
purs in “ making
ings.” He used
say he liked
king things all
y himself. Many
time he delight-
S his mother with
is work, and he
sed to surprise
is little brother
nd sister by the
jce  things he
pade for them.
But he is now
reparing for the
pating  season.
His father’s house
ocd in grounds
hat sloped down
o the Thames,
nd in the boat-
house were a four-
pared rowing boat,
canoe, and a
Spunt. Punting
as Eric’s favor-
W amusement,
nd in the sum-
er days he had
e times in punt-
g and fishing.
iric trimmed and
olished a punting
o a regular
esuty, light and

ough, for his own

Uniortunatel y ,
@Eric’s father and
rothers did their

rdes day’s work on the Thas.es oi. Jun- | on Sunday—till they often came home on
ys. Friends would join them; the lads ' Sunday might tired and irritable nats
onned i d irls put on ) S i

m'b?’ mmnch’ .n tbu:hml;p::w:n he dearly loved, and during the holidays your mother objects, there's an end of it
ot ready, and away h'y went for all dsy Eric invited him to spend a day with him. Come s

THE PICTURE BOOK.

Now, Eric had a school companion whom

In  fact, wheo
Eric went hom,
be felt quite dull
without his com
panion. . The
sometimes dis
Igl‘u‘l], UCCasion
ally  quarrelled .
but they alway
wade it up agaiu,
and  were good
friends. Eric’-
wother was pleas
cd with her son's
fru'n-]. and sk
wid him if hi
parents would
consent he might
come on the fol
low Sunday and
&0 with them
the river. It wa
only nataral (hat
this should deligh
any  bov, and
kEric’s

friend
would have lwer
as g]:ul as  any
other oy to enjoy
3 day in sucl
ocompany  and n
such a way

But it was Sun
day. So Eric'
companion  said:

“1 do not this

mother will a
e o come on a
Sunday: but sh
would, I am surc,
allow me to con
any other day.”
Eric’s mother was
rather annoyed at
the answer, and
said: “ O, yes! |
quite understand,
are some
narrow - minded
people who object
to such things on

Sundays;: but as for that, five hundred
1-‘\‘"'-! !}:l"-uz‘l "
before four o'clock last snhdl_vl but if
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we other day.”



