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~ GETTING AT THE TRUTH
While New Brunswick is growing ac-

customed to revelations concerning the,

provincial government which it rejected
‘in March last, Hon. Mr. Flemming’s bud-
get speech will cause fresh amazement.

Speaking with the knowledge of one who |

has had opportunity to learn at least a
part of what the late administration did,
he presented Thursday afternoon an array
of facts which, had they been known be-
fore the elections, would probably have
prevented the election of more than two
or three members of the present opposi-
tion, and which would have justified the
electors in -defeating every supporter of
the old government,

Mr. Flemming does not yet know the
whole story, but we must suppose that
the whole of it will be told before the
gession is over. The discovery Thursday of
a hitherto unsuspected bill of nearly
$50,000 against the Central railway, which
has been withheld for six or seven years
suggests that new liabilities may be un-
earthed at any time. This bill is alleged
to be for “rails and fasteners” sold to
the Central by the Intercolcnial. It will
be asked why the I.C.R. was so slow in
demanding payment; and whether or not
the delay was a part of the scheme for
keepir.{g the people as much as possible in
the dark concerning the Central.

The Telegraph this morning prints an
extended account of Hon. Mr. Flemming’s
speech, and it desires to impress upon the
electors in every county the necessity for
carefully reading it if they are desirous of
knowing where the province stands, what
has become of their money, and how bra-
zen was the conduct of Mr. Robinson’s
supporters on the publié platform during
the recent provincial campaign. "When
on the eve of the elections, the govern-
ment of the day caused to be printed in
thé Sun an alleged summary of the report
of Mr. Robinson’s expert auditor, this
journal warned the electors that the re-
port as printed was ggrbled and incom-
plete. It is now seen that had the truth
about the public accounts and the admin-

. istration’s methods of carrying on the

public business been spread before the
people a week before the elections Pre-
mier Robinson and the handful of sup-
porters who survived would very pro-
bably be in private life today. Mr.
Flemming shows how the policy of con-
cealment was persisted in. The surplus
which the late government claimed was
figured out by methods which can only
be interpreted as disclosing a dishonest
determination to hide the truth from the
people in the hope that in their ignor-
ance they might give the government of

~ that day another lease of power.

The electors who overwhelmed the reck-
less government at the polls were con-
"vinced that things were in a bad way,
but few of them suspected the frenzied
financing and deceit which Hon. Mr.
Flemming laid bare Thursday. Men who
will defend the old government’s record
will defend anything. But they will not
in future succeed in Qeceiving even those
who were blind supporters of the old re-
gime. The facts now coming out will
stick in the minds cnf New Brunswickers

for years to come.

AT OTTAWA
The report that the Laurier govern-

ment might dissolve the House at once,
which was current here Thursday, and
doubtless in other provinces also, is dis-
cussed in our Ottawa despatches this
morning. The situation is one from which
steadfast supporters of the administra-
tion will not be able to extract much com-
fort. Hon. Mr. Aylesworth’s attempt to
gecure a partizan advantage brought the
government into its present trouble. Sir
Wilfrid Laurier has made concessions to
placate the opposition, but it now appears
that these are insufficient to do full jus-
tice to the provinces and that the oppo-
sition believe it well to continue the
blockade which up to date has been so
successful.

Sir Wilfrid, it is true, might escape
from one horn of the dilemma by going
to the country, but that would bring the

It

gother horn in view, and there is much
! reason for thinking this second horn is
long and sharp. What is the country’s
, present feeling toward the administration? |
éTh@t is the question the Liberal leaders
| will be debating today among themselves
before they decide what overtures to
make to Mr. Borden.

It may be assumed that some of the
government’s advisers would prefer an
immediate election on the ground that
i more scandals at Ottawa are inevitable
and that the government would do well
to take the plunge before it is further
discredited. It is unlikely that this view

will prevail. The scandals already made
public have had a tremendous effect upon

public opinion and they are too fresh to
have lost their weight with the electors.
The government’s tactics in ordering a
sort of second civil service investigation
showed a desire to gain time and give
the people other things to think about
before asking them to pass upon the ad-
ministration. The government needs some
sort of constructive programme for cam-
paign material, and it needs funds and a
period of active organization. If it were
to go to the people today its principal

campaign slogan would be “Not guilty,”
und . the jury would be strongly pre-
judiced against the defendant.

So far as the election bill is concerned,
Mr. Borden set forth the opposition’s
position concisely at the conclusion of his
speech on Wednesday when he said:

“The statement of the premier was not
clear enough to justify the opposition in
withdrawing opposition. He would say
briefly what the opposition believed to
be their duty.

“They believed that clause one author-
izing federal intervention in two sepecially
selected provinces, should be withdrawn
(Applause.)

“They believed that the clauses provid-
ing that ballots improperly marked by re-
turning offcers should be valid, was a
dangerous departure from the secrecy of
the vote, that would make it possible to
show how every man voted, and it was
better to set aside a few electors than
violate the principle of the secret ballot.
Mr. Borden did not believe that the min-
ister of justice intended such violation
and considered that the purpose sought
could be obtained in another way.

“Thirdly, Mr. Borden said the opposi-
tion believed it ought to stand out for
simultaneous bye-elections. (Applause.)”

The whole country will be qniék to
grasp the eignificance of Sir Wilfrid’s
retreat in this matter. The Montreal
Gazette tersely sums up the situation
thus:

“With a multitude of words that did
not serve their intended purpose of dis-
tracting attention from his retreat, Sir
Wilfrid Laurier has accepted Mr. Bor-
den’s propositions in regard to the arran-
gement of the voters’ lists in Manitoba,
British Columbia and the unorganized
territory of other provinces. The oppo-
sition’s resistance to the proposals of the
Aylesworth bill has been justified by suc-
cess. The backdown is complete. Instead
of by partizans of vhe Leach type, appoin-
ted from Ottawa, the adjustment of the
provincial lists- to the federal constitu-
encies will be made by judges, who are
not subject to political pressure, amd
whose office and inclination will make
them independent actors in the matter.
This is all that may reasonably be re-
quired. It will make redlining impractic-
able; and in spite of the denials of minis-
terialists that the Conservatives suffered
by the process in 1904, people who know
Dr. Roche, M.P.,, will accept his state-
ments and will believe that depriving
opponents of their votes was one of the
frauds for which Liberalism in the West
is responsible. The government cuts a

poor figure. It has been beaten out of)
! jooked on; and wherever there are honest, !
! fair-minded men in the country there willi
|

| be rejoicing over this fact.”

the position it took while all the country

!
i THE BUDGET
Hon. Mr. Flemming’s budget speech

| 1
will be well received throughout New

] Brunswick. It will recall many other pto-g
| vincial budget speeches delivered in this |
province during recent years—it is so{
different. The other budget speeches had |
for their main purpose concealment. Mr.
Flemming, thanks to the vote of the
| 'people, was in a position to expose much
""of that which his ‘predecessors concealed.

Some of his critics complain that he

dealt with ancient history. Much of it is
not so ancient that the people of this

province are done paying for it. One does
not wonder that critics friendly to the
late government object to Mr. Flemming’s
course in turning on the light. They natu-
rally would prefer that he should leave
past transactions undisturbed; but how

can he when formidable five-year-old bills |

against the Central turn up, and whent

the excessive interest charges that must;
| be met by the taxpayers speak so loud]yf]
about the transactions of the late admini-
stration?

And more chapters are to come.. All
the bills are not yet in. The Crown Land
lDep?#tnent audit is not yet complete.

.ing a small committee to discuss a har-

|
Full information as to the Department of |

Public Works is not yet at hand. And; apprehension whatever of -prospective dis_é\vas promoted by. a party of politicians,

the Central Railway mystery still
calls for light. The James Barnes Con-
struction Company is now mentioned
afresh in conmection with the purchase
of $47,000 worth of rails and fasteners for
that wonderful railway. All in all it is,
perhaps, fortunate that there are still
within the confines of the province so
many gentlemen who enjoyed the confi-
dence and esteem of the Pugsley-Robin-
son government, and who today are fairly
panting for a chance to go before the
Central Railway commission of enquiry
and tell all they know about the nature
and progress of an enterprise which swal-
lowed up public money as fast as even an
expert like Dr. Pugsley .could get the
bonds issued. :

It is by no means Mr. Flemming’s fault
that he was compelled to spend much time
in dealing with the acts of his predeces-
sors. We have to pay the bills they in-
curred. They. cheerfully put on the mort-
gage and left the people to do the rest.
Mr., Flemming directed attention to cer-
tain increases in expenditure that are par-
ticularly worthy of attention. The inter-
est charges call for an extra $30,000 and
the bridges contracted for by the govern-
ment responsible for the interest charges
will cost an extra $50,000. The new gov-
ernment cheerfully assumes responsibility
for another increase of $30,000, that for
education. This includes additional aid
to that sterlihg public institution, the
University of New Brunswick, and the
augmentation of the salaries of school
teachers. Mr. Flemming invited his cri-
tics’ attention to the expenditure for
education, but that is scarcely the sort of
ammunition they are looking for. They
will be likely to avoid that subject and
charge the government with extravagance
because it does not repudiate comtracts
entered into or expenses incurred by the
last administration.

The outlook, as Mr. Flemming truly
says, is not dark but extremely hopeful.
The period of reckless waste, and worse
than waste, is at an end. The province
has been delivered from the spoilsmen.
It is in the hands of men who promise
progress and fair play, protection and de-
velopment of the natural resources, and
honesty and publicity in the management
of public business. If these men keep
faith with the public they will go far.
At least they have started well.

A BRIDGE
Ald. Scully’s notice of motion regard-

bor bridge is timely and may result in
useful action. The city has made costly
experiments with the ferry service, but
has by no means established satisfactory
communication with the West Side. The
passage of time will intensify dissatisfac-
tion over existing conditions, for the
traffic, which now exceeds the accommo-
dation, - is growing rapidly. If the ferry
service is to be developed, the city will
have to retire the Ouangondy and the
Western Extension and build new boats
to replace them. The initial and subse-
quent cost of the Ludlow, if capitalized,
would represent a very formidable sum.
To face the future squarely we should
multiply that sum by two or three, and
we chould remember also that the ferry
service is not the model solution of the
problam but only a compromise.

The city needs a bridge. The C. P. R.
and the street railway need a bridge.
Every year increases the need of all three
of these interests for easy communication
between the city proper and Carleton. The
provincial government is talking about
a bridge. The structure which would best
meet the situation would be one which
would provide for teams, pedestrians,
street cars and railroad traffic, and for
such a bridge the Navy Island site will
naturally suggest itself. It may be urged
that to span Navy Island would not

meet the convenience of many people, but

would it not serve more people and more |

important interests than can be served |
by a ferry and a bridge at the Falls? |

With proper approaches and a street car

service a bridge at the Island would seem |
to fill most of the requirements. One wﬂl!

say the cost is prohibitive, and anotheri
that it would have to contain a draw. The

|
be inevitable without the bridge might!

coct of the ferry improvements which will

well be considered in this connection. |
There is no reason for supposing the cityg
will not ultimately find partners for the
enterprise. Mr. Scully’s motion, when it
comes, should lead to a discussion of the |
preliminaries, and it should at least show;
whether or not tlie project is to become’

practicable in the near_ future.

BUSINESS CCNDITIONS

This week’s Maritime Merchant con-

tains a talk with Mr. James Jack on the
business outlook in New Brunswick. The
Merchant, in introducing the interview,
remarks that there is probably no one

“hetter situated to size up the conditions
than the manager of one of the great
mercantile agencies.” - Industrially, Mr.
Jack says, things are slack in New Brun-

swick as compared with a year or two
ago, “but,” he adds, “the condition of the
people universally is good, and no one

who ‘has studied the situation has any

tress. We realize that the world at pre-
sent is passing through one of its periodic
resting spells and that it is good phil-
osophy to sit pat for a while and wait
for a new era of industry and enterprise.”

After referring to the depression of the

lumber markets in Great Britain and the |

United States, Mr. Jack reminds the Mer-
chant that our lumbermen are in a posi-
tion to wait. Possibly his view of the
situation is somewhat more cheerful than
that of the lumbermen themselves, Any-
way, he draws this picture of them:
“They have had seven fat years—the fat-
test probably of any in the lumber in-
dustry in New Brunswick—and they can
well afford to have an off-year just now
if need be. As for the lumber cut last
winter, it will, of course, be less than
usual—in some places about fifty per cent.
or more, and in others from this amount
up to two-thirds of an average cut. This
decline need not be viewed so seriously
when we come to consider that the timber
value improves from five to ten per cent.
every year it is left standing—five per
cent. in districts near the sea, and ten
per cent. in the back country parts. And
of course the value of lumber prospects
is increasing all the time.”

One off-year, it is true, is not very
formidable to contemplate, and certainly
the lumber market is bound to recover
strongly. Fortunately there is no reason
why in this connection seven fat years
should suggest an equal number of lean
ones. Mr. Jack comments on the small
number of failures in this province during
1907 and the first part of 1908. In couclu-
gion: “He thinks we have every reason
to be thankful that the conditions in the
provinces are relatively so much better
than they seem to be elsewhere on this
continent, and he believes that if our mer-
chants and traders exercise a fair degree
of conservatism during the balance of the
present year, we shall go through the
quiet period without much, if any, ill
effects.”

Mr. Jack is an optimist, and the Mer-
chant does well to quote observers who
look on the bright side. There are pessi-
mists, to be sure, yet it would be found
that they could not give as convincing
reasons in support of their views as Mr.
Jack brings forward to support his. The
outlook is improving steadily, and by au-
tumn the province should see evidence of
a marked improvement all along the line.
It is a fact that the Maritime provinces
seem to have come through the period of
depression with less signs of wear and
tear than any other part of the continent.

THE DEADLOCK
Newspapers supporting the Dominion

government now give themselves over to

the pleasing employment of abusing the
opposition for holding up supply, assert-
ing that such a course is unpatriotic, in-
human, and generally unspeakable. Po-
litically, it certainly is cruel. But the
public will remember that Sir Wilfrid
Laurier found
somewhat from the stand taken by his
Minister of Justice, and the public will
find in that retreat very good reason for
the course the opposition has adopted.
Sir Wilfrid, himself, by his first choice of
a way out of the deadlock, convinced the
country that the opposition’s case was
well-founded. Moreover, as Sir Wilfrid

on occasions is by no means timid where
party advantage is at stake, the country

realizes that he would have gone the full
length with Mr. Aylesworth had he not
been convinced that public eentiment, in
a dangerous degree, would he found up-

it necessary to recede

holding the opposition’s protest. Having
receded, and thereby confessed that the
bill is unjust in principle, the premier
cannot well complaim if his opponents
make the most of their victory. The
holding up of supply has not hurt the

| country, but unquestionably it has hurt
{ the administration by showing that they told the guests at the same banquet with |

were caught in an attempt which called
for drastic action by the minortiy, if that
minority is to keep faith with the coun-

It

While the war goes on at Ottawa, the
newspapers.committed to the government

| should be thankful that something has;

occurred which served even temporarily
to divert public attention from the crop
of - scandals- which this session has pro-
duced. It is unfortunate that the mere

|mention of dissolution as a way out of

| the deadlock leads people to ask what the | ;.0 of the burden of empire and the

issues of the campaign would be, for it
at once becomes clear that the government
would have to go to the country on the
defensive. An election now would every-
where be interpreted as an attempt on
the part of the administration to secure
a verdict before there are any further
revelations to discredit it. The Montreal
Gazette glances at some of the awkward
matters about which the taxpayers are
entitled to further information. Events
it says, have been hard on the administra-

tion and its friends of late: “None of

their enterprises areturning out as they

predicted. Want of business knowledge,
incompetence and graft are bringing them

l was the Quebec bridge, for instance. It

who resolutely refused to put into the |
company which was to own the work
even as much money as would pay for pre-
paring the plans. The government be-
came responsible for $6,678,200 of its ob-
ligations. When, because the men :zm-
ployed by the company were incompet-
eent, the structure fell, bringing death to

seventy or eighty men, the loss was
thrown upon the national treasury, and
it developed that. the promoters and

officials of the company had drawn more
money as salaries and fees than the com- :
pany had put into the work as capital. !
And all Laurierism seems to think the |
situation is perfectly right. The National :
Transcontinental Railway is another case. i
Sir Wilfrid Laurier first after he had con-
ceived the idea staked such reputation for
business ability as he had on the state-

ment made from his place in Parliament

that “the government section from Winni- |
peg to Moncton would cost only $50,000,-1
000. Now, five years later, with the worki
only gartly under contract, the estimate |
has been raised to $114,000,000. What |
the actual cost will be no one can yet say.
Why it is costing more than was expected
has been partly disclosed. A man, not a
real estate dealer, not known as a capital-
ist, bought at St. Boniface certain sections
of land, paying or agreeing to pay there-
for, some $119,000.
for the construction of the National

The commissioners

Transcontinental . Railway discovered, al-
most immediately afterwards, that the
land was needed for their work, and
$242,000 of public money was paid for a
part of the property. The case was a re-
petition on a large scale of what the
country had been made familiar with on
a small scale at Halifax and Moncton.
Government supporters on the parliament-
ary committee of investigation are appar--
ently doing what they can to prevent
enquiry into charges made by one of the
commission’s ‘own engineers that too much
is being ﬁaid for work done in connection
with other divisions of the road, to the
loss of the trcasury. The only thing to
think js that the system that made the
land deals and grazing lease deals and
town site deals in the West notorious
spreads all over the country and all
through the departments.”

The Gazette warns the Conservatives
and others who desire the restoration of
a better order of things to be ready for
the elections at once.

Yet the Gazette probably does not really
anticipate an immediate appeal to the
country. The government may not liko
to wait, it is true, but to go to the coun-
try now would be more dangerous than
waiting.

CANADA’S FUTURE

Canadian newspapers are commenting
freely upon the remarks reported to have
been made at the New York-Canadian
Club dinner by Mr. Justice Longley, Am-
bassador Bryce, and others, touching the
future of the Dominion. The Montreal
Star remonstrates with Judge Longley for

expressing the opinion that Canada some
day will become independent, the Star’s:

opinion being that we shall remain part |
and parcel of the Empire until we have
wealth and population equal to thoze of
the British Isles, and that after that time
we shall be too loyal, too grateful, and
too just to free ourselves from the con-

! nection. The Montreal Witness has this |
5 to say: :
| “In heathen times they used to say!
i ‘the future is in the hands of the gods.'i
‘\At the great banquet of the Canada,
| Club at” New York, last evening. Mr.i
 James Bryce declared his belief that Can-:
‘ada would always remain loyal to Great;
' Britain, a nation within a nation, as it |
| were; while Judge J. W. Longley, Ex-
iAttorney-Geneta] of Nova Scotia, ex-
i pressed the opinion that sometime in the]
ifuture, Canada will be an independent
| nation in alliance with Great Britain.

!Who can tell? Mr. Charles Marcil, Dep-

| uty Speaker of the House of Commons,

i pride that Canada is free from militarism
| and the maintenance of armies and fleets.

| That is to say, Canada is sheltered under

| the aegis of the prestige and power of
! Great Britain, whose forty odd millions
Eof people are taxed heavily for the-sup-
i port. of the army and navy. which po-!
| tentially assures peace and protection not
jonly to the Mother Country, but to all
jher big and little children. Therefore,
i whatever the far future may hold of
lchance, few Canadian statesmen today,
Tsee ‘separation’ upon their horizon. Rath-
er is a closer union to be encouraged and

| anticipated, where we shall bear our fair

| protection of our commerce. What always
! forms a happy feature of such gatherings

is the strong expression of mutual good
| will between Canada and the United

| States. In the continuance of that good
]will lies our best hope of continued quiet
‘and peace. Our ideal and our hope is
1that there will be a continuous drawing
! together of the two great kindred powers
| till Canada shall be a happy member of
i an alliance that can speak peace to the
| world.”

Mr. Longley, no doubt, was speaking of

probabilities of whose weight our genera-

tion cannot judge at all accurately. In

addressing this question much weight
| must be given to sentiment.  Men have

i a habit of saying that sentiment does not

. material interest. It is‘the part of st;tes—li
manship to keep the two in line; but,“
aside from that, one of the facts conspic-
uous in eour history is that sentiment has?
been very powerful in shaping our course. |
And so it will be. Many thoughtful men:
in Great Britain and the United States |
are now saying that the Thirteen Colonies}
should never have been lost. That wiew .
will grow. The other day, in arranging a |
treaty with the United States, Britain
reserved the right to consult any of her‘;
self-governing colonies in matters of con-;
cern to them, thereby providing for their
assent to bargains touching their rights
and territories. How much that may
mean is, perhaps, not to be seen until 1t
is submitted to the test of practice; but
at least it would appear to evince a wise
determination to avoid hereafter such
friction as followed the Alaska award.|

Sentiment and material interest, as a mat-!
ter of fact, pull together for perpetual
British connection.

One feature of the case alone should'
!

give the independents pause. This coun-
try can never be independent until it is
populous and rich enough to pay the price
of eafety in the form of a fleet and an:
army formidable enough to resist en-;
croachment from any direction. How much'
that means we can tell roughly by referring
to the population of the United States, |
of Germany, of France, of Japan and ofl:
other countries, and observing what theyi
pay out yearly for military purposes, not
counting the time and labor consumed in
keeping millionts of men out of productive
employment. We have the protection of
the British fleet, and we have begun to

pay something in the way of insurance.
Soon we shall have to pay more in order
to give the people in the Old Country a
square deal. A greater -Canada within a
greater Empire is the prevailing thoug,htl
in the Dominion today. Independence is
a purely academic topic.

NOTE AND COMMENT |

“There was a ‘garrison’ parade at'
Toronto on Sunday, shared in by 3,100;
men, horse, foot and artillery,” says the |
Montreal Gazette. ‘“The two 'cavalry
corps turned out over 180 men each. The
Queen’s Own had 895 officers and men,
the Royal Grenadiers 567, and the 48th
Highlanders 716 men. These are inspiring
rumbers in their way. Toronto gives the
country some things to smile at, and also
some things to inspire honorable emula-
tion.”

* * *

Lt. Gov. Fraser of Nova Scotia was the
guest of honor and chief orator at the:
(Canadian Club banquet in -New York re-
cently. Early in the evening an American
agency sent out a bulletin to the effect
that he had disappeared mysteriously and
that the police were trying to find out
what had become.of him. In response to
telegraphic inquiry made in New York by
The Telegraph, this reply was received:
“Fraser says it’s a lie.” And he ought to;

know.
|

News of that $47,000" bill for old rails
for the Central has reached Ottawa. Mr.'
Bennett asked Dr. Pugsley about it—as
if Dr. Pugsley could be expected to re-|
member that far back. Dr. Pugsley in-.
dignantly denied whatever it was that b
Mr. Bennett was seeking softly to insin-:

uate. |
* * *

The default and death of thé. deputy
surveyor-general of New Brunswick is 1
warning against the antiquated method
which permits any official, however
trusted, to keep his own and the public’s
bank account under one heading.—Torontoi
Star. ;

New Brunswick people have mot yet‘
learned why the practice was permitted. |
1t is likely that the whole story has not !

yet been told. !

- - ]

The latest flying machine, the invention |
of a Dane, a resident of Copenhagen,
Ellehammer by name, has been pronounc-
ed by Capt. Ramsing, a high Danish areo- |
nautic authority, the best airship yet in-,
vented. It has an automatic rudder,
which keeps the ship in a horizontal posi- |
tion at all times. It has wings that can
be folded to its sides when not in use,
with the result that the whole machine
requires no more housing space than an
automobile. It is also the lightest machine
of its kind, weighing as it does only 225
pounds, in contrast to the thousand |
pounds”. weight of Henry Farman’s aero-
plane. Ellehammer’s motor weighs only |
geventy pounds, but develops no less than |
thirty horsepower. With this machine
the inventor has made, according to Capt.
Ramsing, 200 successful ascensions. If !
this account of the weight and pow-i
er of the motor be correct, the ma-|
chine is a great advance upon any |
yet perfected. It would appear, hovwever,l
that the Dane has not yet made the long |
flight necessary to prove his mastery of l
the problem. But that will come. Men|
are going to fly. How much commercial |
use the discovery will be is a matter for |
speculation. For war and for rvecrea;tionf

the airship will be a great contrivance.
- * o »

The members of the recently over-|
thrown New Brunswick government, it
appears, were ‘in the habit of overdrawing
their salary without warrant in law and
went out owing the province some thou-
sands of dollars. It is only now and then
that there arc to be found men fit to be
trusted with long continued power. Too
many of the average politicians, after a
re-election, develop the idea that what is,
entrusted to them by the public is for
themselves.—Montreal Gazette.

The Gazette evidently does not kmnow
that members of the old government|

squared these balances by the simple
method of presenting a counter account.’ ‘

|

Wolfe’s Letter to His Mother i

1t is to be hoped tnat the Appeal (which |
is signed by Lord Midleton, the Lord
Mayor of London, Field-Marshal Lordl
Roberts, Dr.-G. R. Parkin, Mr. A. M.
Grenfell, Lord Strathcona, Mr. J. St.{Loe\

plied to the nationalisation of Queh 's
historic battleficlds will meet with :

| eral response. It would be distressin f

the sum, which is to be handed over o
the Governor-General of Canada by the
Prince of Wales when he visits Quebec in
July, were unworthy either of the Mother-
country or of the temporary treasurer,
who is the King's direct representative.
Not but Canadians will think rather of
the motive of this ‘birthday gift” (as thz
Appeal happily calls it) than of its mone-
tary value, and will feel as grateful to ths
giver of a small sum as to the donor whose
means permit him to sign and eend a
three-figure cheque. With the view of
bringing home to Englishmen the mean-
ing of the events which occurred on the
Plains of Abraham, che Appeal quotes
Horace Walpole's account of the manner
in which the news of the capture of Que-
bec was received in 1759. Walpole, who
was not prone to enthusiasm, wrote as
follows: — ‘The incidents of dramatic fic-
tion could not be conducted with mor2
address to lead an audience from des-
pondency to exaltation than accident pre-
pared to excite the passions of the whole
people. Joy, curiosity, astonishment was
painted on every countenance. The more
they inquired, the more their admiration
rose. Not an incident but was heroic gnd
affecting.” Indced, history containcl nd
more poignantly dramatic fsnihe than

| that which glorified the Plains . Abra
tham. Wolfe is the type for all time

selfless patriotism and military genius
rising triumphantly superior to bodily
weakness and bafiling circumstances.
Writing to his mother, Wolfe said: ‘“All
that I wish for myself is that I may at all
times be ready and firm to meet that
fate we cannot shun, and to die gracefully
and-properly when the hour comes.” This
desire, his one personal interest, was grati-
fied by destiny; never more than in his
case was the ancient saying, Dulce et de-
corum est pro patria mori, more brilliant-
ly vindicated. Nor was Montcalm in any
way the inferior of his victorious op-
ponent. Francis Parkman has justly said
of this truly great Frenchman: A cour-

| age so nobly sustained lifts him above

pity.” Neglected by his masters and
thwarted by his colleagues, never able
to see clearly what the enemy was doing
behind the fluctuating veil of British sea-
power, he yet held Quebec, until it ie!l
by a species of miracle, against all odds,
and he died in the moment of defeat
sans peur et sans reproche, as, indeed, he
had always lived. The courage and nobil-
ity of the two protagonists in this amaz-
ing episode in the wars of England with

| France would, even if it had had no his-

torical result, have insured its lasting ré-
membrance.

But, in point of fact, Wolfe's: victory
was the beginning of the British Empire.
Dorchester, Durham, Macdonald, Laurier
—these are four names of great men who
have carried on the work of building a
single commonwealth out of the two races
on the site prepared, so to speak, by
Wolfe and his' Admirals. Here the Times
points out that the Appeal overlooks one

of the greatest names of those' whose °

words and actions moulded the destiny of
the city founded by Champlain and of the
vast_demesnes of New Irance. ‘‘Great as
our debt is to Wolfe and Saunders, to
Murray and Amherst, for the conquest of
Canada,” says our contemporary, ‘it must
not be forgotten that the man who alone
planned it all, who chose these men and
inspired them with his own high coura~
and sense of England's glory, was

' great Minister who shattered his health
i the stupendous task. This is the 20u

anniversary of the greater Pitt’s bir

and it would certainly not be unfittic
that it should be signalized by associating
his name prominently with festivities m
that part of the Empire which we owe
to him at least as much as to any other
single man. In the words of Macaulay,
‘The ardour of his soul had set the whole
kingdom on fire. It inflamed every sol:l-
ier who dragged the cannon up the heights
of Quebec ™ * * ¥ Nor was that all
He planned the campaigns himself, and
saw that no details in armament or equip-

| ment should be wanting for lack of fore-

thought.” Perhaps it would be well to as-
sociate Pitt’s name with the celebration
in order that all interested may get ¢
glimpse through the long vista of histo
ical cause and effect. For we must nev
forget that, but for Pitt’s knowledge
men and wisdom in choosing the one 1
ted to carry out this or that work, Wolfe
would never have crossed the Atlantie.

It would have been disgraceful to Can-

i ada and dishonorable to Great Britain, if

the Plains of Abraham, the first of the
Imperial shrines, had been allowed to re-
main desecrated. Canada and the Mother-
ecuntry must unite in the work of nation-
alising—nay, rather, Imperialising—these
scenes of glorious victory and not les:
glorious defeat. -

SABBATH OBSERVANCE ON THE
TOBIQUE
To the Editor of The Telegraph,

Sir:—1 have just read in The Telegraph
a complaint of alleged Sabbath breaking on
the Tobique River, preferred by ‘Rev. T.
D. Bell,” of Arthurette, who charges

| “many wealthy men from Boston, New
| York, Philadelphia, and the leading cities
jof the Union,” with being ‘‘determined

to set at naught the sanctity of the Lord’s

' Day,” etc. He says that this assertion

is based on his own observation. He
fails to furnish evidence to satisfy any
reasonable person that what he asserts is

i true. He does, however, cite the case of

a citizen of Arthurette, who on Sunday,
March 22nd, with a number of citizens of
Arthurette, hauled a portable mill some
twelve miles.

Having had a good deal of experience
in the Tobique region, as well as others
in New Brunswick, when I was FisheSs
Commissioner of the Province, the id
suggests itself to me that March—espec-

| ially the latter part of it—is a time of

the year when a man cannot long depend
on having a good hauling, and is com-
pelled by prudence and experience to run
no risk by omitting to do such a job as
Rev. Bell describes, whether it be Sun-
day or Monday.

I had occasion to learn the disposition
of the non-resident anglers who visit the
Province, in regard to obedience to the
laws, including those on Sabbath observ-
ance, and it was a gratifying fact to me
that, with hardly any exception, there
were no persons in the country (whether
residents or visitors) who were more care-

| ful in respecting them than these very

ron-residents.
1t would give one much more confidence

'in Mr. Bell’s motives, if he had demon-

strated his loyalty to the Sunday laws by
setting them in motion against their al-
leged violators, rather than to find him
resorting to “trial by newspaper.” Per-
haps he was determined from taking that
eourse by the feeling that his alleged per-
sonal observation was at fault. In any
case, his style of writing suggests that he
is of the class of the old lady, who many

| years ago, criticised her late revered Maj-
| esty, Queen Victoria, for being about

the grounds at Balmoral, “rompin’ wi’ the
childer on the Sawbeth.” When reminded
that even our Lord Himself went about
the fields with his disciples on the Sab-
bath, plucking ears of corn, she admitted
che knew all about that, but added: ™I
dinna think any mair of Him for it.”
People who are ‘“wise beyond what is
written” and Christians who pose as great-
er than their Lord, are always with us.
Respectfully yours,

D. G. SMITH.

No. 188 Claremont Avenue,

and their following into -discredit. There ocunt for a great deal unless it pulls with ‘ Strachey, and others) for funds to be ap-' New York City, May 12, 1908.
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