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PREMIER BORDEN,

In spite of the rumors which have
been current for some time in regard
to his health, the ouncement from
Ottawa that Premier Borden will re.
tire from political life after the New

will be a grievous surprise to the
{ :unum will mean &
and a

tion to unexpe

s of achievement in the dafe
Empire
on, there was a natural hope

and the cause of
& country would
f his strong leader-
t throughout the
f reconstruction. But
¢ great responsibil
sed upon him during the w
his health, and though

tly has the spirft and the dis-|°

his

has decided

{0 Pass
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thrown into the melting pot. Appar
extly the new leader, who will be
chosen by a caucus of the Unionist
members of Parliament after the New
Year, will be left the task of recon-
structing the Cabinet, and if the honor
falls to Mr Meighan he will have no
difficulty in gathering around him a
group of Mhlisters of sufficient ability
and prestige to command public contl-
|dence, and carry on public affairs with
|efticiency and energy.
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BUYING IN CANADA.

It is announced that the Federal
Governurent proposes to inaugurate a
“Buy in Canada” campaign, and it
would seem to be the psychological
momeat for such a campaign Our

{huge purchases from the United States |

give cause for new reflections when
e Canadian dollar there is quoted at
thing that is doubtless

the nationa® pride Last

ut about $800,000,000

goods, many of which

have been manufactured in this |
try, but there are now indications |

t the unfavorable rate of exchange
i American sales in Canada.

v |A Winnipeg shoe dealer is reported as

fle . .
from the big manufacturers or whole- |8

jon and

ng of optim

fsm € y unknown in most
other yuntries, and # may be sgai
that Robert can retire with th
oonscionsness ihat as a result of his
vise policies the hardest problems of
the task of rec
be solved 5
But of Sir Robert will relinquish the

helm of the ship of te staunch d
trim in an econou
the prospect of fai
time to come, it is not o certain that |
he will bequeath to his successor a
political situation untroubled by the
poseibility of storms, Hon. Arthur
Meighan, who is mentioned as the
prebable successor, s a very able man,
eundowed with an unusually briliiant
and powerful intellect, but it would be

weather for some

idle to pretend that he is Hkely to lead 3
the Unionist party as successfully as

8ir Robert might have done if his
health had permitted him to continue
to give his distinguished services to
public life. Mr. Meighan has youth
aud energy, and, what is important at
the present moment when there ap

> sense, and with!

ving th: whereas he used to sell|
1000 pairs of American shoes annuals
vear the demand has so fallen
he .will not ace any orders
orican shoes next vear, And
re other reports that American |
llers are not finding

he past, particular-
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and prosperous country are being!

hee-lnx how the Brm:h tmop- were
sulfering from lack of guns, the dele.
gation returned and told the merchant
sailors to carry on. And in course of
time the Admiralty gave its attention
to the problem of arming merchant
dliips.

When the Admiraity’ began to de-
velop the convoy system on a large
scale, most British merchant ships
carried one gun, and some carried
pom-pomps capable of firing depth
bombs the full range of torpedo attack.
And other developments in “the anti.
{submarine campaign were imposing in-
{ereasing limitations upon the effective-
i"“‘“" of U-boat warfare. Admiralty
|figures of losses under the convoy sys-
tam and before are impressive, but the
relative immunity ds probably not|
whelly due to the convoy system it.|
self; if it was the Admiralty ehould be
{blamed for not adopting the convoy|
isystem before. In a large convoy
ships were frequently dropping behind
through engine trouble. Many a con-
vor was followed day after day by
submarines which picked off the ships
as they feM behind. But it does not|
appear that these losses were counted !
ion the side of convoy ystem.  And |
{many a fine big ship was lost in convoy |
that would have made port if she had |
not been obliged to loaf along with
much slower ships. In one case two!
big ships in the heart of a convoy in|
the Mediterranean were torpedoed; if!
they had been on their own responsi-
|bility they would have been proceed: |
ing fifteen knots instead of eight. The
masters of those ships could never be
persnaded of the advantage of the!
convoy systeam

In the first two vears of the war
‘ﬂw Admiralty did not have as nmny;
‘nrn‘m‘ ships available for escorting
purposes as they had later. But they
had enough to hawe instituted the
COnvoy system on a considerable
scale. At that time the U-boats were
mostly destroying merchant sh ips by
gun fire, and the U-boats only carried
guns of small calibre. One armed ves- |
2] would have been a considerable |
protection for a convoy of helpless
imerchantmen

meut campaign to promote |

nada may do much good
ropaganda  proved its

¥ ways auring the war; it
recruiting, Increased pro-
and made a remarkable suc-
oans. The Govern-

nterest in forefgn

3 the Canadian Trade
on has resulted in a big in.
our exponts to FEuropean

d South America And

t propaganda ocould also

h to create a prvf-"\-w'u for
roducts, and by reducing the
ble balance of trade }m(\n-un
ry and the United States re-
n dollar to par value

anufacturers and whole. |
might also help their own bust |

and the general prosperity by
more advertising on their own

There can be Mttle doubt
the gre demand for American
in this country {s due in large

re to the artful and expensive |

carried by the American

1es and newspapers which cir.
such immense numbers in

the Federal Government

xtent respo e for the

ition of all this attractive ad
sing, because American perio
S enjoy cheaper postal fac fes
1 Canada tl our own publications.
1 rsent postal union be.
en the two countries was adopted
were practically no nadian

.mrl there are very few
. owing partly to the

me Pro-

ng campalgns on the!

erchants to encourage
home town, but have
18 had sufficlent support

salers erested in the development of
the Canadian market generally? More
vadian manufacturers are doing ad.
ng on a national scale than for

but American manufacturers

» probably doing as much if not more | 1

right here in Canada. The manager of

a group of Canadian trade papers!
tated the other day that onohalf of |

1 advertisements carried by Car

|
dian trade papers came from Amenican

sources
A

tal and enterprige to this country.

the United States has much |

capital seeking Investment, but it will |
raction appear 0 s

be utllized to develop industries

if American products find an easy |

in Canada. Tf American or British

capital is encouraged to come hera
by patriotic buying, American and

Iritish immigrants will come here, too,
and business generally will be stimu
lated, and a larger home market de-
|veloped for the farmer as well.
| B
E THE CONVOY SYSTEM.
|

Admiralty officias are fond of talk

ling of the succass of the convoy sys- |
tem, not only es applied to troop |

‘.wh.ms, but to merchant ships generally.

erally adopted, because merchant ship
officers could not be trusted to koep
station or manoeuvre in convoy.

the first two years of the war few

pears to be danger of a division be-|British merchafit ships had guns, and

tween the East and the West over the
tariff question, the advantage of rep-
resenting the middle west, of knowing
the ways of thinking and feel

probably none had pom-poms for firlng
depth bombs. When Havelock Wilson
ard a delegation of merchant seamen

on the |d ded guns, Lord Kitchener told

prairies, where the political poficies |him he ocouid not get guns for the

army, mduntmmm:wo. After

y ‘nuade more difficult, even 4f the charges |

Buy in Canada” campafign mright |
ncourage the movement of American |

But for two years or more they took !
the ground thet it could not be gen- |
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WINNIPEG'S TROUBLES.

The report that Hw position o
Mayor Gray, of Winnipeg, is' threat
‘.:‘ml by charges of bribery on his |
behalf give a new interest to the
1’\(1;\01‘dix\:|1’_\' situation in that eity.
The recent elections made Mayor
|Gray dictator of the city; the new
lcouneil is o »mposed of seven labor
1r. rresentatives of radical propensities,
jand seven representatives of the
As the two fac
dions in the council are at daggers
drawn on most questions, the Mayor's |
costing vote would often have to de-
termine the issue, Moreover the
burden of carrying on the administra-
{tive services will largely devolve upon
{the Mayor, a task that will begthe
mere difficult because in the past the
Mayor of 'Winnipeg has exercised no
executive functions beyond those of a
sccial and ornamental charaoter,

Some days ago a labor candidate
in the recent elections charged
Nathan Segal, manager of the United
Barking Company, and Adolph Frier
man, an ex-city detective, with offer-

Citlzens’ Committee,

ing him a large sum of money to with-
idraw when it would have been too late
to nominate another man in his place.
These two men were convicted, and
ifined 850 each. It was not suggested
that Mavor Gray or officers of the
Citizens’ Committee knew anything of
this attempt at bribery, or of the other

rges that have been made since,
But Mayor Gray's position has been

threaten his election are Lhrown(
of court. |
i A curious feature of the recent elec- I
‘f;un was that in spite of the grave
character of the issues involved only
about half of the registered voters
jwent to the polls. That in the circum- |
es there should have been so |
ge a neutral element is a matter of
some concern for those who believe in
democracy.

| river. “Fredericton iz hot" it is smaiy

| long clothes. Her

| national idea.

| same sky-line color as Western Farm-

Benny's Note Book

BY LEE PAPE
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This aftirnoon a man started to paint the frunt of our hopise,
starting all the way up by setting on a board and leeving it down
with ropes hooked on the roof and wen he got outside the Srd
story I went up and leened out the window and started to
tawk to keep him compinny, saying, How does it feel to be up
80 high, mister?

Youre up jest as high, aint you? sed the man. Being a kind
of a funny looking man with long skinnie legs hanging down,
and I sed, Yes, but I aint setting on a board out on the air.

‘Wieh I wasent, and I kepp on watching him a wile and then
I sed, It would be pritty dangerous if the ropes happened to
brake or enything, wouldent it, mister,

Thats drawing it mild, sea the man. Meening it would be
dangerous as enything. And he kepp on painting with a ser
fous ixpression getting some on his white overhalls eyery once
in a wile, and I sed, If one of the hooks came undid, that would
be jest ag dangerous, wouldent it mister?

It would you know, and say, for the love of Mike, cut out

the m\!:zzcly stuff, will you? sed the man.
An e kepp on painting and I kepp on watching him, and
after a wile I sed, Sippose you suddinly got dizzy and fell over
backwards, that would be the most dangerous of all wouldent it,
migter?

Confownd it, you almost mads me drop my brush then, now
it you dont get away frum taat window in about a half a 2nd,
Il paint your face for you, sed the man.

Proving he proberly was a iittle nerviss by disposition, and
I stayed there about § more 2nds jest to show he wasent my
boss and then I went down In vhe kitchin to see wat we was go-
in to have for suppir. ¥
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ing summer visitors not to go up the

there is nothing there.” If he is a
St. John writer, though 1 notlce =i
article is published in the Atlanue
Leader, Halifax, he might have void
how the Transcontinental Rallway
was carried away from the naturai
course, the 8Bt. John Valley, to follow
a c¢ourse through the provincial lum-
ber tracts, which will probably al
ways be kept for its lumber, because
Nova Scotia has forestalled thmgs
with a one-sided vote

Will the term Maritime Union alter
this sort of thing?

The national sentiment is the key
stone of our future success. The
slogan in the mouth of every man, wo-
man and child should be “Canada for
the Canadians.”

Canada is now stepping out of ner

mo Ifaml fnrc and
her, her neighbors jealous L #ood sense to

Then, why? now, when we see the lNS|ST ON

result of class voting and legislation -
DENT'’S.
A A

If you want the
best gloves,
either kid, cape,
silk, or fabric:

exhibited in the Bolshevik control of
the labor unions in the United States,
should something be torpedoed on the
public to take away the one great

The writer 18 not logical, he téns
how narrow we are, vet he wishes to
build a wall called Maritime Union
to hedge us, thus preventing our raght
developing.

The article seems to be of tne

rs' business, politics. “Watch for sur-
ther developments.
Yours truly,
H. H. McNALLY.
Fredericton, Dec. 10, 1919,

NOW IN SEASON

g CoMMUNITY
PIATE

TheAmtothhe
Dining Table

We show the beautiful
Sheraton gnpl;om' AdunF Pl::.
terns in orks,
Knives and other Pieces.
Make your selection

early.

5'2‘2'4'0 MCA VI T Y,S Kin ’;”;t.

Scallops, Oysters and

Clams.

SMITH’S FISH MARKET
25 Sydney Street
*Phone M 1704.

GHRAVED

Chnstmas Greeting
Cards

For personal or
business use.

FLEWWELLING PRESS,
3 Market Sq., St. John
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JEWELRY

will, more than ever, be dear to the
feminine heart, this year, especially
in view of Fashion’s decree.

The newer designs, which have been
wonderfully favored by wseekers of
graceful effects and beautiful crafts-
manship, include Déamonds in com-
bination with Pearls, Sapphires, and
other colored geme set in Pendants,
Lavallleres, Brooches, Bar Pins, and
Bracelets of Platinum or White Gold.

The unusually fine aseortment pre-
sented in our selections of this season
will appeal strongly to disorimineting
purchasers,

We cordially invite your inspection of
our entire showing.

R -

Ferguson & Page

41 King Street

County Local
Housing Board

We are prepared to receive ap-
plications for loans on houses now
in course of erection or contem-
plated by private parties in the
County of St. John. Application
forms may be had by applying to
P. O. Box 668, or to Thomas K.
Sweeney, Secretary.-Treasurer, 109
Prince William Street, City.

ALEX. WILSON,
Chairman.

(lasses Will Re-open

after Christmas Holidays

Monday, January 5th.
Send for new Rate Card.

A BIT OF FUN

Imbued With Modern Spirit.
The Boss—So you want a job do
| you? What can you do?
Applicant—Nothing particular, but
then work s not so much an object
| as good wages.
A Different Branding.
| “Hello, Bkeets, how's tricks?”
| “Pretty fair.”

“Still writing nonsense verses?”
“Yes, but I label it vers libre now.
B'lieve the market is better.”

| A Change of Air.
| “Hello, Martin!” said Jinks, as
they met in the street. “You don't
look up to much.” “I have been off
color lately,” replied Martin = sadly.,
|“Saw the doctor the other day, ul
the wife was rather worried.” “And
| what was his. verdict?” ‘“He said 1!
needed a change of air." “Oh, and
what did your missus say?” ‘‘Noth-
ing.” Jinks answered frankly, ‘‘She’
only went out and huugm. a new ro-
cord for the gramophone.” !
e {
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CONFECTIONERY to suit you all. Our packages

are elegant. The assortment is Moirs, Neilsons, Coro-
na—Ganong's Dutch Dainties. Also the celebrated
Jane Todds in fancy packages.

THE ROYAL PHARMACY, 49 King Street.
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Use Diamond Calks

The Quick Modern Method of
Sharpening Horses’ Shoes

M. gt AGAR 51-53 Union St.

‘Phone Main 818 St. John, N. B,
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THE EDITOR’S MAIL |

—e

To the Bditor of The Standard:
8t, John, N, B, |
| Dear Sir—it was with interest that:
iI read your highly colored page on
Decem! 10th with heading: “Mari-
time Union.”
| The writer was very bold to svep
forth and tell us of our narrowness.
Brave was he who dared say that St.
Jehn knocked Halifax and vice versa.
The writer might have gone further
and told how the river service on the
magnificent St. John, the Rhine of
America for beautiful scenery, nau
been ruined by St. John hotels adwis-

!

Hay, Grain, Flour,
MILL FEEDS

We 8olioit Your Inquiries

C. H, PETERS’ SONS, LTD., ST. JOKN, N. B,

The BEST Combination

For Heavy Power Transmission

D. K. BALATA BELTING

and Crescent Plates
D. K. MCLAREN, iMiTeo |

Main 1121 = 90 Germain Street, St. John, N. B. - Box 702

The Best Quality At A Reasonable Price

On Buying Jewelry
For Gifts

The Gift Season is now here ~nd with it the

ever-recurring question, “‘what to give?”

JEWELS AND JEWELRY afford suggestions
that meet the sum total of all gift quests, for
young or old, for ornament or utlhty. inexpen-
sive or costly, luxurious only in appearance—
economical in their permanence—the forget-
me-nots of gifts because of their lasting quali-
ties.

In the purchase of Jewels and Jewelry the pur-
chaser relies on the knowledge and honor of
the firm from whom he buys—so, in buying, it
is well to bear in mind the reputation of the
Sharpe stores, and the reliability of their stocks,
even in the smaller inexpensive articles,

Come in and make your selections now. Our
two stores are full of splendid merchandise
chosen with extreme care as to quality and most
attractively priced.

L. L. Sharpe & Son
Jewelers and Opticians
Two Stores: 21 King St., 189 Union St.
8t. John, N. B.
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We have
the Maritime |
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Saves Tires, |
J. A. F
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