3 754

"The Fatherhood of God—Thhe Base of the
Pyramid.

As somewhat aside from, yet running parsllel to the
discussion in which I have lately been involved, permit
me to show how, in my view, the Fatherhood of God
constitutes not the “‘apex’ but the base of the pyramid
of revealed truth, and offers the broadest, deepeat, surest
foundation upon which a system of theology can be
built.

Take first, the doctrine of the Godhead, or the Trinity.
Is not the thought of Fatherhood essential aud funda-
mental here? Of course we all recognii: the impen-
etrable mystery which attaches to the three-oneness of
the divine being. yet so far as it can be stated in nnder-
standable terms it is the three-oneness of Father, Son
and Holy Spirit, The Holy Spirit bas given us the
Scriptures. Through the Scriptures we come to Christ.
Through Christ we come to God the Father. If now,
through the God thus reached we interpret our beliefs
and organize them into a theology, is not the method
reverent and true?

Secondly, look at the Fatherhood in its relation to
Sovereignty,

There is nothing in the Fatherhood of God, correctly
viewed, to blur the magnificent fact of God’s Kinghood.
“Jehovah reigns, let the earth rejoice | The relation of
God to men is a relation of fatherhood and of sovereignty,
but the paternal relation is the primary and determining
one. The paternal relation is the ground of the regal
relation. God is sovereign because He is father. We
are to interpret the sovereignty through the fatherhord,
not the fatherhood through the sovereignty, That was
Christ's method. Christ's Sermon on the Mount has
been called ‘‘the manifesto of the King."" It might with
greater accuracy be termed ‘‘the uaveiling of the Father;""
for while the word “kingdom" occurs eight times in the
discourse, the word ‘“‘father’’ as applied to God occurs
seventeen times. Take the model prayer,—*Our Father
which art m heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come.” It is the kingdom of the Father for whose
coming we are to pray. Take Luke's summary of the
close of the sermon. ‘‘But your Father knoweth that ye
have need of these things. Howbeit seek ye his king-
dom and these things shall be added unto you. Fear
not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure
to give you the kiogdom."' Mark the word:: not—it is
the King's pleasure to introduce you to a fatherhood,
but it is the Father's pleasure to give you the kingdom,
Yes, God is sovereign, but itisa father’s heart that moves
the king's arm or there is no gospel under heaven. God
sitteth on the throne and the bleeding *‘Lamb’ is in the
midst of the throne, dominating it, and all around the
throne the “‘Emerald rainbow’’ spreads the radlancy and
glory of a father's love.

Thirdly, the Fatherhood in reference to Sin. Sinis
lawlessness, Since the law-giver is the Heavenly Father,
the tap-root of lawlessness is *‘the reign of unfilial feel-
ing in the heart that was made for fillal love.”” In the
light of the Fatherhood of God, as I have affirmed be-
fore, sin is not minimized or palliated, but on the con-
trary it is magnified and shown to be exceeding sinful,
There is no sin so disgraceful or so distressing to the con-
victed soul as sin against love. A knowledge of sin
comes by the law, a deeper and more affecting know-
ledge comes by tbe gospel. It is not at Sinai but at Cal-
vary that the arrows of conviction sink deepest into the
soul. Rebellion againet a sovereign can never awaken
such a polguant sense of guilt, or burden the soul with
such crushing remorse as unfidal conduct toward a
father. Absalom's rebellion against David writes a durk-
er chapter in history than the treason of Beuedict Arn-
old, for the king agaigst whom Absalom rebelled was his
own father, There is more to break a sinner’s heart in
the pr tion of a father ded and grieved by the
siu of bis child, than in that of & king roused to action
by the defection of & subject or the aggressious of an

alien. When Jesus showed the father, He revealed and
rebuked the sin of the world in more severe and awlul
fashion than had ever been known before.

M sreover, there is something more terrible in the atti
tade of « father to sin than {n that of a soverelgn toward
transgression. For, while the sovereign seesin the rebel
& menace 10 his realm, the father sees in addition to
that, the ruin of his child.  He is therefore the sypreme
enemy of sin, He cannot admit the sinner to place and
beritage in the family uotil sin has been remounced.
R tance ls more str ly demanded by the father-
hood than by the sovereignty of God.

Fourthly, the Fatherhood in relation to the Atonement.

This glorious doctrine shines and sparkles like a
dlamond in » ring, when glven its true settiog in the
futherhood of God. For, mark you, the ends aimed at
i the Atonement are the ends of fatherbood ; the means
.-.\.yul in the atonement are means instituted by
fatherhood ; the motives prompting to the atonemeut are
motives which spring oat of the nature of fath ‘rhood.

What are the ends aimed at in the atonement? Are
they mot these—That God may recover sinners
from ‘thelr enmity and aliesation into s loving,
Insting, blessed fellowship with himeell, and that he may
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do this consistenily with the demands of holiness? Stre
ly these are ends dictated by the divine fatherhood. A
king seeks the pacification of histroubled realm ; but the
regal father secks in addition to that the compu\iomlp
of hiserring children. A monarch may grant an amnesty
to rebels in the general interests of the kingdom, even
though ideal justice may not be done. Sovereignty is
an office, but fatherhood is a nature, and it must be
counsistent with {teelf even apart from the considerations
of the children's interests, I hold, in common with
brethren whose orthodoxy is supposed to be unimp h
able, that the vicarious sacrifice of Christ is necessary
that God may be just in the justifylng of the believer.
There is an ethical element in the nature of God which
demands the adegaate punishment of sin, and that
ethical element, in my thought of it, inheres in the
fatherhood, In a word the sacrifice which Christ offered
unto God was a sacrifice to the fatherhood.

Ag+in, the means employed in the ato ement are
means instituted by the fatherhood. The Father varried
the cross in his heart from all eternity. Jesus said, *'I
lay down my life for the sheep. Therefore doth
the Father love me, because [ lay down my life that I
might take it again, No man taketh it awdy from me,
bat I lay itdown of myself. I have power to lay it down
and I have power to take it again. This commandment
received I from my Father."

And if the ends and the meaus of the atonement are

those of fatherhood, so also is the prompting motive,
Love cradled the Christ in Bethlehem. Love built the
Lross. God does mnot love men because Christ died for
them. Christ died for them becanse God loved them.
* God so loved the world that he gave his on'y begotten
Son.”? .
Fifthly, The Fatherhood and Regeaeration. That
vast change, without which no man can see the kingdom
or experience the salvation ot G.d, is best described in
terms derived from fatherhood.

The agent in Regeneration is the Holy Spirit. Hels
the gift and promise of the Father. That which is im-
parted in regeneration is the filial spirit. In describing
the new birth Paul writes: ** For ye received not the
spirit of boadage again unto fear; but ye received the
spirit of adoption whereby we cry, Abba, Father.” Pat
this statement of the apostle down bes'de the parable of
the prodigal son. They supplement each other perfectly,
The parable is the argument in picture. The argument
is the parable done into distinct doctrinal statement.

In conclusion permit me to say, that the denial of the
fatherhood of God, when put forward in defence of the
great doctrines of grace, seems to me to singularly fail
of its purpose. That denial is but a fence of straw and
when the torch is applied to it, the fire goes near to burn
the house it was built to defend. J. D. FREEMAN.
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The Primary Class.

BY EATE ALLISON LEWIS,

“ Little children, little children,
Who love their Redeemer,
Are the jewels, precious jewels,
His loved and l-Bu own.”

The voices rang out so brightly and cheerily on the
clear, Sabbath air, that many a face, sober and careworn,
looked brighter and happier as they caught the childish
strain.

I thought as I heard those sweet voices, what a blessing
to our Sabbath School is our Primary department, and
how y to its let is its careful
management. For in renlity the Prlmuy Class is the
foundation of the school.

Young children as they come to Sabbath School receive
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questions asked, rapid sketches are made on the board
and words written. The children will all watch very
closely, for they are so interested in seeing the story
grow under the hands of the teacher. This will do more
good in impressing the lessom on t' eir minds than if the
lesson had heen put carefully on the board before Sabbath
School. Thm might be- danger, however, that the

hild ngeo | d in hiong the pictures
grow, wﬂl !orgﬂ the part of the lesson lhu the teacher
had intended to bring out for each little heart. But a
careful teacher will so conduct the blackboard work as
to avoid all such danger.

The teacher's work is not to entertain, but to teach
and train the children so they will make noble Christian
men and women. For this reason stories are never told
to pass the time awsy or entertain, but are carefully
selected, and each will have some bearing on the lesson
story., Rach story should have some definite purpose:
as correcting some childish faults the teacher has

iced, or hing the derful love of Jesus, thue
creating Christian character. No stories will do this as
well as Bible storles. Childish faults can be corrected by
telling stories, of which the Bible is so full, about some
of the mistakes of those grand old characters, and how
God looked at the sins and dealt with them. The child
can see himself as in a spiritual mirror, and know
how God regards his sins  Stories can help create Chrie-
tian character, by fixing an ideal for the child, as some
noble life or deed, and, told inan attractive manner,
will fill the childish mind with great ambitions to bring
his life up to thisideal. Ineither case it is best to choose
stories of good mien, who, if they had sinned, repented
and were forgiven. All stories of hardened, wicked men
should be avoided for young children.

Pictures are used in nearly all schools with great suc-
csss, Everyone knows how delighted the chill is to get
his “Sahday card.”” Many of the Sabbath School sub-
jects may be found amdng the Perry Pictures. These,
beside illustrating the lesson, have the advantage of be-
ing coples of good pictures by famous artists, which is
qaite an important thing to consider when bringing
pictures befors young children.

Before th: lessoa, after the lesson, and lo-ne\imu dur-
ing the lesson songs may be sunz. Childrea love music
and poretry, and soags learned in childuood will long be
remembered. If we must be careful in our choice of
pictures, we must also be careful iu our choice of songs.
None bat the very best should be taught. We need not

take any nursery jungles about the Bible for the sake of
coming within range of the childish intellect. When
the best hymns are taught the children like the melody,
and if they do not understand the words now, they will
all be made plain in after years. ‘One thing they must
be tanght, and that is, they are worshipping God with
their songs and so mast sing their very best for him.

All pictures, storles, songs, will do no good, however,
if love is absent. The children like to go where they
feel they are loved and welcome. A little buy was ounce
asked why he chose a certain Sabbath School. His reply
was, ‘‘Because they love a fellow over there.” So the
teacher needs an abundant fund of love, first for her
Master and then for her work and pupils. She should
make prayerful preparation for teaching, then go to her
class from her knees, remembering that the Master
whom she is serving is watching, and some day, if faith-
fal, she will hear the ‘“Well done, good and faithfnl ser-
vant.”!

R
Home Thoughts.

It is & fact of which too little notice is taken that the

their training in this department, and their duct in
other ' classes as they are promnoted, largely depends on
the training they receive here,

Then our boys and girls may be kept in Sunday School
by meking them love it when they are young. If we
make the lesson bour so pleasant and bappy that they
will love their class and teacher and School, they will
grow up iu it and when older they will not want to break
their pleasant assoclations. They will always have in
their heart very tender memories of their Sabbath School
days, and no teacher knows what may be the result of
some little seed prayerfully sown,

But the question to the primary teacher is,—* How
can [ make the lesson hour & happy and instructive hounr
to the very little boys and girls ?"'

First of all, SBunday must be made very different and
very much better thag other days. For this resson
devices that are used in some Kindergarten classes as
sewing texts on cards or any mannual work seems to be
out of place. We want the children to learn reverence
for the Sabbath, and anything approaching work would
destroy this feeling. Where there is & separate class.
room for the primary class all texts and lessons may be
tanght in much better and more interesting ways.

Blackboard work is one of the best means ueed in
teaching lessons ; but this part of the work has been
written and talked about so much, that only & few words
need be said comcerning it. For Primary Clases this
work can never be very elaborate when used as & means
of teaching. While the losson story is being told, and

traordinary advantages of ed ion which bave been
given to the children of these last two generations have
shown so little fruit intellectually,. We have had aston-
ishing mechanical inventions, discovery of forces, mar-
vels of applied power ; we have made great strides in
surgery, medicive, hygiene, and in all the life-conserving
départments of human existence, but, with few excep-
tions, these have reached us throngh men who had been
obliged to stay thelr feet at the threshold of the temple
of learning.

And in the field of letters we have had many of whom
we have been proud, but not one, born in the last fifty
years, who has yet been‘sble to attain the first rank or
sit with the immortals. From our own children, those
who have been taught, morning, noop sad might, whe
bave never been left to think out anything. but who have
had & brimming cup of some predigested mental nutri-
ment incessantly proffered to them, what have we to
show?

Hieotrical toys for today, sutomatic toys for tomorrow;
prearranged games -ldc lull ul. and within fixed
limits, wants p fveness never awak-
ened, the I-qh.u-q-“ by realities too besuti-
ful ﬂthﬂnth“n‘lhbhmm
of American children In the homes of well-to-do snd
wealthy parents, The joy of “making believe ls
denied them' s there any one who will read these words
who is old enough to understand what & loss that ls?

Children are never alone; never find it necessary to de-
vise playthings or imagine circumstances which give the
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