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Before w weed any further,
the Chairman presently remarked
consider the

dopropose that we

r».lnlrl,mw agninst Sparr, the sex-|

ton-assistant, Our teacher and or
ganist, who is the real
whom I have invited to the sitting
First of
all, then, let us hear Mr.Obermille

s now at greatest leisure

Senior

The gray -haired mian, observant
as ever of what was going on, arose
and said: “There is general talk
about Sparr, the sexton-help and
dissatisfaction with him. He is
rough and lond-mouthed and a
disturber of devotion. If perchance
someone without fault comes late
he fusses and seolds as if it were

With the lnu.},’:-

ut weddings and baptisms he deals

part of his duty
insolently, nor is he particularly
choice at times din speaking of the
pastor He is contentious, proud
ardd no good, and some have said,
he disgusts them with the ehureh
Day bef e yesterday, just hefore
the evening Angelus, the maid of
my daughter-in-law had lighted a
eandle and had begun the Rosary

for her mother de

ased. Sparr on
the opposite side stood faring her;
at last in her fright when she

asked him what he meant, he

brutally answered: “To guard the
alths-box; thereupon weeping loud
He has acted
Sonn

ly she left the chureh,
similarly towards others,
times, it is true, he has siding witl
him those who enjoy a laugh, a
when he told a groeer-woman it

were better she ill-treated her step-

daughter I

4 than go to Mass li:li]_\
and sit half an hour on her
in chureh When the laungh in-
cident to these words had subsided,
Obermillor,Senior, continued; “Such
things are not becoming, A sae
vistan should conduect himself as
such, by modestly serving, not by
angering the people. My n]vmiu;u
is that he shonld be sternly advised
accordingly

Al agreed to this, exeepting the
taveen-keeper of the Drook Inn
who made a wry face but said
nothing

Why bother with much think
ing and connseling,” the mayor -
terposed, “simply discharge Spare
and  there will be peace in the
chureh.”

We have that as alast expe lient
any time," the priest rejoined:
“Professor, what is your opinion;
after all, vou ave Sparr’s inmediate
superior

Fhe teacher, a strong, yvouthful
man, whose look gave evidence of
calm deliberation, veplied: “As to
his diliggnee, 1 cannot complain
Spare as the tivst gu o the sacvisty
and the last one to leave it: zeal
ously, perhaps with an undue haste
and eagerness, he attends to every-
thing; I can rely upon him absolute-
ly. He is on time no matter how
cold the day. 1Tt is true, he is as
sensitive as an egg without shell
and, moreover, of a quarrelsome
(vlnbln-r. however, until now 1 have
got along with him.”

“Good, good!" the innkeeper
muttered approvingly.

The Reverend Pastor then con-
of what the
teacher has testified, it would not

tinued: “In view

be right without further ado to
dismiss the assistant, for I can

heels | .

cease to annoy and to disturb the
orshippers and members of the

church. I propose that the mayor

Land myself eall hir

{eonfront him v

to advise that he mend his wan-

cation. Having lost his father in

{his infancy, he, an only son, was

‘I;!h‘:l‘:l]'fi‘l\ poiled by his mothe
in the dusk near thel | .
IS

he loves no one but her hoy, |1

beadle |

| believe she never onee dured even

{to slap him.  Consequently he has
faly been a self-willed boy. All

{this must be taken into consider
{

1hion
motion was carried

. The pastor’

In disposing of this first matter

exton, |

s hoard, an allusion wus
made to educution,” said the ]H'iA-'—L
permit me to say a few words
upon this subject to help you to
[ wards a proper understanding of
[the term, which sooner or later,
tho I hope not, we may be obliged
to consider officinlly.”  After hav-
g spoken on the theme for about
aquarter of an honr, he coneluded:
Gentlemen,  you know that my
mother and sister, twelve years
ago, adopted Agnes, an” orphan
now eighteen years of age, brought
her up and kept and treated her
even as a member of the family:
she iy as good a child, innocent,
pious, and industrious, as one would
wish to find.  Three years ago,
when mother died, she made my
sister and me promise to keep the
girl until ready for the voeation to
W 'Ii('}l ( :ll’l \\”“;'I l'“,” '“'l'. \\4" 'Pl"]“l
ised this the more readily because
in doing so we complied with our
own wishes, Hep grandmother,
who all this while bothered noth-
ing about the child, now of a sud-
den requests to take her in charge,
so that the girl, as she says, might
make her fortune in the world,
Agnes refuses positively to go, in
which refusal I will uphold her to
the utmost, for the reason especially
that the old woman has not the
best  reputation. Now, then, it
might eome to this, that her guard-
inn might interfere “There he
18, some one remarked, pointing
it the innkeeper, who somewhat
embarrassed was looking at the
[{l"]".

“I am convineed,” the priest con-
tinned, “nor do I fear but that
mine host i« embarrassed sitnply
becanse he eannot favor the child
as he would wish—" -the taverner
gave an emphatic nod - “cannot
give her the best as he would like.
If, however, in spite of persuasion,
the grandmother will not yield her
claim, then, as a matter of eourse,
the question will have to be deei-
ded not only in the judicial court
but before this conneil as well.
These preliminavy remarks suffice,
and 1 hope that ends the affair.”
The tapster, landlord of the
Brook Inn, got up to speak Some-
what abashed he said: “As her
guardian, 1 wish merely to thank
the pastor for all that his blessed
mother and his sister have done
for Agnes. She could hardly have
Still she

caunot forever remain at the rec-

been brought up better.
tory. Now that she is grown a
strong and handsome girl, let her
earn big money; in a tavern

Insensibly the priest raised his
head with a sharp look at the
fellow. Interrupting his line of
thought, the latter in a faint voice
proceeded; “Your Reverence, I know
very well that from her sixth year
upward you cared and provided
for Agnes gratuitously ; nor could
anyone hold it against you ae-
cordmmgly, if you look for some
compensation. However, since her
fourteenth child has
served you gratis, and during her
schooldays has done her share of
work:—hw, hm—in consideration

year, the
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of whizh I think the account might

be said to balanee,—hm, hw, b 3§

) 3 3k ;
but-—don't take it amiss, it'is my

ll;:;lli‘l“ mere ‘\
can talk the natter over again.

Theinnkeeper had barely dropped

1

|
| draw interest, or whether it were]

better to invest it for some good

suggestions

purpose; I call for

aygreement.

and then, too, we{which may affora a basis for an|

The schoolmaster got up to go:1

g | . The pastor intervened : “Gentlemen,
th the charges and |[to his seat, when _the priest, - tall|The pastor interve ned: “Gentlemen, |
with the charges

and commanding arose and said: [ propose that the teacher remam

Surely, such words need an ex-
planation

but it is due to my people

then, that Agnes did not serve mie [ful to us.

‘:mln

thas her Book of Deposit in which
’lu-r CArnings in my service are ere-
[dited
but if her guardian wishes, he may
1see and be eonvineed that the gil'l
has not worked without compen-
{sation.’

| ~Yoyr Reverence, as guardian of
“‘:\;:uw, I would Jike to take charge
[of her bank-book.” The priest re-
\!piiml “I will show it to you when

[you choose to call, but it will not

{leave my hands until Agnes is of

|
|age,

Till then I will overlook and

|
|own,

! Nor will it bea disadvantage

to her even in a financial way to
Immlinln- for the meantime” with
my sister. This however, I em-
[)‘lmxi/,r-. the house that has been a
thome to her for so many years, she
shall not leave against her will.”

The taverner, to have ‘the last
word rejoined: “Yes, yes, Your

leverence, 1 surely do not doubt
that her money is as safe with you
as with me—-but I think— — the
grandmother argnes the girl has it
too nice at the rectory, and this
will spoil her for after life, hm,
hm.”

Quite seriously the priest replied:
“Landiord, in my house the rising
hour is ag early as in any house of
the village.

dens, the one in vegetables, the
other in fruit trees, want for work. |
Neither have they time for trifling
at the rectory, at least much less so
than in a tavern; nor for gossip or
mischief-making. If obliged to leave
us, Agnes will fit in anywhere: she
will be able to fill any position, for
she has been taught to be conscien-
tious and dutyful. The world has
nothing to teach her, excepting
perhaps’ what is strictly  barved
from my house, vuolgarity, bad
words and bad manners: and of
these things it is wéll if she for-
ever remains ignorant. Be glad,
then, that th> maiden has a place
where she is appreciated and her
virtue protected. Virtue, which is
beyond all price, will be her dow ry.”

The guardian having nothing
more to say, the Chairman pro-
ceeded: “The second point being
disposed of, let us take up the last,
[ beg the secretary to inform the
Chapter of the financial condition
of the Church Endowment Fund
and what the available surplus will
be for this year.”

2. An Important Resolution.
!

Chuckling and nudging one an-
other the directors listenad to the
statement of the secretary that the
receipts overbalanced the expenses
by five hundred marks. In spite of
the fact that the parish chureh
hardly ten years ago, had been
totally renovated in and outside,
that an organ had been pnr(:hused‘
in the meantimre, and that only
recently an increase of salary had
been allowed the orgamist, the
choir-director and the sub-sexton,
the savings of the last eight years
amounted to about five thousand
marks. )

“The assets and the obligations
are here before you and also the
statement of cash on hand.” The
treasurer unlocked the coffer and
laid the money on the table.

" The Reverend Pastor after thank-
ing the two members, the one for
his statement, the other for his
care of the moneys, added: “It will
now be in owder to decide whether

She knows nothing of it ;

| Linden-meadow would do, only for
| being unfenced; ¢

over is hard and it has no enter-

Nor need Agnes and |
my sister, after putting in order |
the rectory from top to bottom, |
after attending to two large gar-|

!to allow. this money to rest and

for this final matter also: upon one

I give it unwillingly, point especially I would, like to

The Chapter agreed to
!

s2id in an undertone to the pastor

[ say, | have his opinion; it might be help- |

For the last six years Agnes | this, while the teacher, laughing, |

and to the mayor: “Then will T|

neatly have to play the seapegoat,
for any unpopuldar measure lhut‘
nay be pussed

The mayor spoke: “I advise the |
moncy be kept intact, The times|
are deceptive: it is hard telling how 1
soon the money may be needed. |

'
[ ain not committed to |

l

this view: perhaps some ln;ttur‘

However,

{
|
\

proposition may be offered.”
The innkeeper got up next and

said: “In behalf of a number uf‘

’
. s |
suggestion. Onar [)Yr:u'(' 18 not among |

the smallest; we have fine societies,

who are often visited during tlu-l
summer by others from the nr-igh-}
boring fowns. We have \'«-tex'uw!
Day, a Turner-Fest, a School-1 ay, |

Flag-Day, Kin;;'w-}
Day, Emperor's-Day, Kermess. But |

Banner-Day, ‘
we have no pleasuie grounds. The

cess to it, more-

tamnment-hall, which might serve
as a protection against the heat
and rain, The people say that this
must be changed if we are not to
continue a laughing-stock for stran-
gers. This meadow could be made
serviceable and be known as the
‘Parish Park. From the bridge a
dircet broadway could be built
thither,”

“Any field will do, just so the
taverner lives close to it,” some one
muttered; ‘“he would never have
opened his mouth in favor of a
Parish Park if the meadow were
not in his vicinity.”

“Youre right,” another whis-
pered. The innkeeper continued:
“Now, I think the whole could be
bought for the five or six thousand
marks which the church has and
does not need; that iy my advice.”

During this speech the members |-

were getting restless. Finally the
mayor rose: “Let me rewnark first
of all, that the l"nnndntiqn money
cannot be expended for any or all
purposes. It must be used in ac-
cordance with the will of tie
founders, who expressly determ-
ined that the money is solely for
church purposes and not, for specu-
lation in parks and festival halls,
Therefore. the suggestion of the
taverner is out of order and cannot
be voted upon.”

“Why not?” the taverner blust-
ered; “are we not masters of our
own property 7

- “Of your personal property you
are unlimited master,” the mayor
replied, “and so is each of us; but
in regard to foundation-muneys,
we are only stewards and strictly
accountable to use it as specified in
the deed, namely for church pur-
poses.”

“But if we unanimously sgree to
do otherwise?” the innkeeper per-
sisted; “the founders are dead, the
living have their authority'; we can
amend the deed.” “Tlis will never
happen,” retorted the mayor. “In-
deed not,” assented the others, “and
if it were done, the Government
would nullify our action; the bishop
also; they watch and see that the
money is used according to the in-
tentions of the founders.”

“It is as you say,” the treasurer
affirmed. As accountaut and treas-
urer he was privileged to speak
next: “The High Altar is' not’ lit-
urgical,” he explained; “it is in the
sntigne convolute style, and old
and worm-eaten; the statues are

graceless; something more artistic

{safeguard her money as my very Lownsmen I would like to make a | |

is wanted; a new altar, up-to-
date” :
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