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" MR. BOWSER'S FLIGHTS,

Mr. Bowser has spoken. His resonant
wvoice will shake the Walls of the Parlia-
ment building at Ottawa when
4t reaches the capital and strike
terror to the hearts of the Grits who
would shackle the peopie of the North-
we;;t and deprive them of their full con-
stltutxonal rights, such as we en'Joy in
Brmsh Columbia. The reproachful tones
of | the Western - Demosthenes. and
Socrates in combination will also com-
pel the leader ‘of thé Conservative party
who has so signally failed to rise td.his
opportunities and thys brought reproach
upon an otherwise flawless record to
raise his hands in a supplicatory attitude
and plead for mercy. Mr. Borden did
not know that the one .hope.of. Con-
servatism in the Dominion would rise
in his place in our Legislature, cast sor-
vowful eyes upon him across the great
mountains and plains and bear witness
against him for his betrayal of the fun-
damental (principles of the party, or he
would have considered the situation very
carefully before .allowing each of his
followers to vote as conscience
dictated upon the educational clauses
©f the Autonomy Bill. It is strange,
too, that this political prophet, priest,
king, ete., is not accorded the honor due
him in his own country and that not a
voice save his own was raised in unison
respecting the principles of constitution-
al freedom he advocated so fervently and
in such well-chosen and temperate
language. Why was he left to wave the
torch: of liberty in his own strong right
hand Why did his friend the Premier,
his learned colleague the Attorney-Gen-
eral, and the stalwart Chief Commis-
sioner stand aloof and in gloomy silence
fisten to the burning words of eloguence
as they issued from the mouth of this
inspired apostle of constitutional free-
dom? Great orators perch themselves
in lofty places and in their flights of
imagination disdain the petty details-of
fact which hamper the mere :rovellex:s'
dn human actualities. That is the trou-
Dle: with our esteemed friend, - Mr.
Bowser. When he rises in his place to
“orate” do not look for him beside his
desk. Cast your eyes aloft and you will
find him shaking his cherubic wings in
company with the gargoyles, or perchance
sitting in the netting which is supposed
“to have an improving effect upon -the
acoustics of the chamber, Mon-
day he launched himself in space and
shook his feathers in_ terrible indigna-
tion: at the political usurpers who seek
to deprive the Northwest of such liberties
as the people of British Columbia enjoy.
If the rules of debatey to whigh $we are
sorey to fay even Mr. Qowdh-ﬁ‘mbjb&
had yermxtted doubtless.we should have
beeu Ngaled iwithe a iportrayal -of what

“p ; collectiyely, ;and, ., the *North-
vﬁﬁqlndwxdqu]ly Hauld have been to-.

'!'hﬂd théy been, in. the wisdom. . of:

"* B;ence, permitted to enjoy such gov- g
’ernment as British  Columbia Has’

Sl for many ‘years! This'is‘a great prov-
‘dnce physically.

Its aeres are brqad- and
its mountain peaks sit in thié clonds, but-

- British Columbia ‘& tot. extensh"'e enough
~to-contain a, presénce. of the expanaive-

ness of .the memberifor the Yillage on
the Inlet; thé s\nmmts of lier meuntains
are not hiéli, efiough to ‘accommodate his
soaring spirit; the mpr\zle Rafts’' of her

legislative ¢hamber are 09 cramped and
] the '§pirit of:the mpmbprs wheo sit therein
“'too attenuated to respond to the appeals
_of this giant-hearted and god-souled son

of man,  We beseech Vancouver fo con-

".sider. its ways and send him to the place

fo which he rightfully belongs; just as
soon ag the opportunity “offers. Other-

~wise it dx'a certmnty that some day the
“roof of our anchored Parliament build-
‘= ings will be blown off-by such a torrent

of wind as the Speak.at wm be unable
te eontml

CONTROL OF TELEPHONES.

‘A committes of the Dominion Parlia-
ment is at present considering the very
important matter of the telephone ser-
vice and its relationship to the people of
urban, suburban and rural municipali-
ties. ' There is little doubt as to the ulti-
wiate outcome of a movement which was
commenced with so little outward cere-
monial. The government aims at the ex-
timction of the present telephone systems
off Canada and the taking over either by
the central or subordinate authorities of
all lines at present in operation and their
extension in such a manner as will give
practically to every inhabitant of the
country the use of what is now one of
the essentials of civilized life.

Sir William Mulock, the Postmaster-
General, who proved the utility and the
practicability of penny postage, is natu-
rally the moving spirit in the matter of
the next great enterprise for the benefit
of the people. His idea is that the state
should own the main system and muni-
cipalities the lecal services and feeding
lines. The municipality could tax the
telephone user for the accommodation he
receives, collecting the money in the
same way as Tor any other service. In-
formation will be cellected from other,
countries or districts where tiie telephone
has been made a cheap and universal
conyenience, rather tham an eéxpensive
mtonopoly.  Already invesiigation has
disclosed that in one of the states of the
Union in which' public ownership of t_ole
phones prevails the rates are only about

one-third of the charges collected in
Canada under private eontrol.

There is considerable speculation as to
the possible attitude of the Conservative
‘party towards this commendable and
popular movement. We fail to see why
there should be. It is true two or three
of the followers of Mr. Borden have al-
ready expréssed their appreciation of the
announcement of the Postmaster-Gen-
eral. But such approval was given on
the spur of the moment and without the
due deliberation which is characteristic
of the opposition as a whole. It is also
a fact that the Conservative party ex-
pressed in its hostility to the Grand

“government owned .and controlled”
transcontinental railway. But in that
case the party was driven into a corner.
It had twice put forward counter pro-
posals which proved unpopular and had
withdrawn them. It expressed itself in
favor of government ownership in the
instance of the Grand Trunk merely for
party purposes and because there was
no other unsubstantial ground on which
it could plant its weary feet. In the ab-
stract any policy that is not the policy
of the government will do.  In this mat-
ter of the nationalization of telephones
the case will be entirely different. It
will be a practical movement, not a
merely academic discussion with the ob-
ject of testing public feeling and worst-
ing a government. The opinion of the
Toronto Star is that nobody need be sur-
prised if the Coservative party is found
opposing public ownership of the tele-
phones, or any ‘lhmg else now controlled
by companies? On. the Grand Trunk
Pacific bill, the Conservatives hurriedly
fortified and defended the public owner-
ship position. But that is not where they
live. They = were driven there by the
course of the campaign, and' some of
them did not admire the place. Sir
Mackenzie Bowell, leader in the Senate
and ex-Premier, speaking from a plat-
form on which sat Mr. Borden, leader
in the Commons, said flatly that he did
not, believe in public ownership and op-
eration of railways. ” Others were less
frank, but no more convinced. As a mat-
ter of fact, public ownership is not the
kind of idea that comemnds itself to the
Conservative mind - except. when that
mind is warmed by the excitement of a
general election. Not that the Conserva-
tiye people could be won to it, but the
party is dominated by an inner circle of
Toryism, especially s-when in office, that
would regard publxc ownership as rank
socialism. +* [

THE BUDGET.

The session of the Lesislatare is near-
ing' an . end.i: The: Finance Miniter
brought down hls estimates by stealth

nesday and deliversd the Budget
Psgeecb Without undue’ rxngmg ‘of bélls&

Mr, Tatlow- adhez 1

| withstandid éq; gi&
aceﬁﬂm e

bﬁhmﬁ 0 tﬁe‘_pre%cnt financial year;
noththstanding the enormons. 'increase |
i taxation.o But he is ot ‘withdut hope
L.of nltimately attaiming the goal'to which
‘tire government has' resolutely’ set its
“face. - A couple of loans will ‘mature in:
1907. With the revenue relieved of the
charges on acecunt of ‘these,-*with the
transfer of some more of the burdens
that should properly appertain to gum-'
cipalities, with & possible grant of betigr
terms from the Dominion, and with such
further increases of taxation as may
seem desirable, y
to. create a balance bétween revenues
and. .expenditures. in the course of a
couple of years—providing always that
the great railway policy that 1s in course
of incubation and is due to come out of
its shell just prévious to the next general
election be not too severe a strain upon
the resources of the country.

The Finanee Minister has a partlcu-
larly - original way of .indicating the
economies the government has firmly
and insistently practised. He compares
the expenditures of the present adminis-
tration with the estimates of previous
governments and calls the House to be-
hold and to rejoice in hig savings—in the
conversion of large prospective deficits
into actual, living: surpluses. This is a
method of aceounting that is not usual-
ly practised by ministers of orthodox
financial faith. But we are willing to-
make allowances for the undoubted diffi-
culties ereated for Mr. Tatlow by a long’
line of predecessors of plunging: poo-
.clivities. . "He has been forced to do
something to overrome the discrépancy
between provincial receipts and pro-
vincial expenditures. His - difficylties
were.not lessened by the fact that every !
proposal for the augmentatron of the |
revenue had to be sabmitbed to the lead-
er of the party by whose Support hlone
the government exists. The terms of -the’
secret agreement are ‘not Jikely o 'be
published for the benefit of the jpublic:
affected. "That ‘there s an agreement
che c--mnz toues ‘of the Premier ‘when 'he.
aske I master whether any ‘ogma'.ve
pronositicn meets with s approval und
the froth which wppeafs ‘on ‘the lips ‘of
the Socialist proitagonidt when He réfers
to the membdrs 'of the 'épposition “Who
deride  his ‘préteusions '6f ‘indépendénce’
make sufficiently clear. "We are willing,
to make allowances ‘for ‘the obvious
weakness of ‘the ‘Zovernnient both in’ite
support and ‘in ite ‘individual ¢apaeity,
ani to eoncedn that the statement of the
Finance Ministér ‘¢oritains ‘all’ thdt could
be expected tndér 'the ‘éiréumstinees.
It amounts to this: That the province
is prosflerous; the revenue notwithstand-
ing the.endimous incteades in taxation,

is not so buoyunt as it might ‘be; ‘if

it may be possible |.

a possibility of revenue and expenditure
balancing in the course of a -few years;
but there has been no honest-attempt to
curtail expenditures which could havye
been reduced without material injury to
the province, while appropriations for
works of absolute necesmty have either
been cut down to the point of futility or

diverted to mere purposes of party ad-
vantage.

PREMIER WHITNEY'S JOB.

Premier Whitney, according to the car-
toonists, looked very 'p‘x‘oud and happy as

Trunk Pacific schéme a préference for a "he took his place in the legislature, prac-

tically as the first Conservative Prime
Minister “Ontario ever had.” It is ro-
mored that the demands of office seekers
have been very numerous and particu-
larly insistent. Fer one.job alone in Tor-
onto, it is said, there were in the neigh-
borhood of three thousand applicants.
This is' a crop which has been growing,
it must be remembered, for thirty-two
years, and allowance must be made. Be-
sldes, the party has been in the cold fed-
erally for about nine years, and what
¢an any reasonible politician expect, con-
sidering that the average Tory worker
¢onsiders he was born , to hold office.
However, Mr. Whitney has evidently not
been appalled by the sight of the job that
lies before him. He has taken his coat
off and gone at it with a light heart and
a cheery smile. There is a surplus of
three or four milliong in the treasury,
and the task will be -easy until the ques-
tion of satisfying the demands of the
idealists, who abounq in astonishing num-
bers in the premier province, arises. Al-
ready we note that the prohibitionists,
who boast that they knocked Ross out,
are preparing to imsist that the new gov-
ernment shall give them another refer-
endum. - The one taken previously was
not satfisfactory. It was a test of party
spirit rather than a true indication  of
popular feeling. Mr. Whitney, as is well
known, has his own opinions about the
liquor business. He is averse to anyone
standing up and telling him that he must
forego his “nightcap” for the sake of a
cause that he has doubts as to the util-
ity of. He has already said that no tem-
perance legislation will be considered
during the present session.
wait to see what the prohibitionists have
to say about that. When they set their
batteries at work the new Premier will
dppreciate tl}e dxfﬁcu‘tles with whlch the
old one had to contend.
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DUPED AND ‘MOCKED. '

A perfectly legitimate @ commercial
venturey ‘followed = for ‘many years by
- prominent, business men of Vietoria has
e;izpenieneed for- some time, and a‘p‘pears
condemned {0 experience still

'_ in the immediate future, the ilt eﬁects of

the conciliatory, we might truthfully say

adulation adopted by Great Britain to-
wards the United States. We are all
aware of the effect upon the sealing in-
dustry of the regulgtions accépted on be-
half of Canada by the British govern-
ment 'at the suggestion of the United
States. The hampering conditions as to
seasons, zones of operatmns and imple-

a handicap from which ‘the citzens of all
other nations are exempt. The effect of
the convention eutered - into -~has - not
hitherto been felt to a g'reat “extent in the
competition of sealers of foreign powers.
But commercially Japan is just awaken-
ing.to life, and the schooner from the
other . side of the-ocean, equipped and
manned by Japanese for the taking "of
seal, and operating off the Vancouver
Island coast, is merely @ forernnner of
fleets which are not subject to” any of
the conditions imposed on British ves-
' sels, and which thereefore will be oper-
ated under advantages which are likely
to-put*ug out of business as competitors.
This is the latest phase of the sycophan-
tic blunder which dealt a serious blow
to the patriotic feelings of many a sturdy
Canadian heart.

The British ambassalor at Washing-
ton, Sir Mortimer Durand, in order to
seal and tighten the bonds of friendship
between the two great nations, has-late-
Iy been urging the Canadian government
to endedavor .to induce the sealers of
British Columbia to sell their vessels and
appliances 10 representatives of the
United States. The ambassador has ai-
50 been using his influence with the home
government te gain other concessions
from Canada on behalf of his clients—
concessions which direct negotiations
{vith the Canadian government could not
secure,  Practically, therefore, Sir Mor-
timier has been suggesting the cvercion of
Canpda for the 'benefit of the republic,
Alll thits mmy be strictly in the line of
tne ‘wmbassador's duty, but if so the
dischirpe of ‘his functions is not likely
to ‘havre A ‘soothing effeect dpon the minds
of ‘Canadians.. But 'perhaps we . are
super-sonsitive or  hypercritical. with
respect ‘to ‘mutters in which it may be
held ‘that ~ur ‘iftesests ‘are only second-
gny.

To Dbe ‘edndic, “we fenr the action of
Gredt Britain 4t ‘fhe  behests of the
Uniteg Stdtes "has léft ‘to the, Victoria
sealing ‘'men no choice 'but to sell out if
“Washington “will buy. But our rights
“and ‘the ‘rights 'of ‘ou~ Successors to the
freédom’ of ‘the'ligh-seas, and to all the
busimesses ‘or ‘operdtiohs ‘that may be
carried on’'legitinddtely on the high seas,
we cannot dispose:df for u price.

"Rtiskia is now egger for uh dpportunity
to ‘prove that ‘she ‘did ot Jesire ‘war.
And the root of all'lier tfrorible wises from

general business continues good there isJ

We. must,

the abject policy of conciliation and |

ments that may be used, are practacally'

the’ fact that she believed Ja'b’an was
afraid to go to war with her. Russia
was trying her old game 6f bluff, and
now sha has good reason to regret that
her bluff was sternly and peremptorily

called,
* % &

+he publjc:is not greatly concerned
about the manner in which judges or
jawyers choose to adorn themselves. In
reverence for the obsolete forms of the
past or out of regard for the iconoclastic
sentiments of the vulgar present they
may put regalia on their backs or crowns
of hirsute glory on their heads so long as
the business ‘of the public be discharged
with celerity and with the minimum
of cost under a system which has out-
lived some of its usefulness and on which
the hand of ‘the reformer will descend
some day with firmness and determina-
tion. In the meantime it is satisfactory
to note that there are judges on the
Bench in British Columbia who are de-
termined that all the powers they' possess
shall be exerted for the purpose of serv-
ing the interests of the public as opposed
to the interests of those who benefit by
the prolongation of litigation.

* % 8

There is a “well-defined” rumor in
active circulation to-day to the effect
that Mr. James Dunsmuir, as one of the
largest, if not actually the largest, tax-
payer’ in the province, has plainly -inti-
mated to Mr., McBride that he has
oOpinions on the subject of railway sub-
sidies, and also that he has, represen-
tatives in the House who will, if neces-
sary, give practical expression to his
views., The Prentier, therefore, has been
told that the financial condition of the
provinece, will not admit of cash grants
to railway companies. There are other
dictators who say there shall be no land
subsidies.. The railway policy of the
government has thus been emphatically
dumped on the shelf.

* % *

This is the open season for revolu-
tions in South America. There are
ominous rumblings in géveral republics
whose people think fhe time has come
for a change of governments, . Uncle-
Sam, who has voluntarily assumed suzer-
ainty over them alf without either their
consent or that of any of the powers and
become sponsor for their good behayior,
may have ‘a heavy job on his hands,
American newspapers; threaten the appli-
cation of the Big Stick blown-out of a
Big G!rn but ‘these are not the days inv
which such 'measures would meet” with
popular ‘approval, and popular approval
| is_an-important factor in international
u&an‘s. >

y * & 8

The possession of an nbundance of
wonldly goods does: not’ necessarily mean
freedom: from worldly 'eares and trou-
bles.  Mr." Dunsmuir owns a railway he
is willing to dispose of, but he cannot
de it. Ema'nglements from ‘more than
one source ‘stand in the‘way. There is’
a ease “mow ‘before the courts which
promises to'bédome a “‘cause celebre” be-
fore the lawyers arg “satisfied (which
we tremble to allude to lest we too be
cast in the mire or a less desirable plage)
and in which the chief findncial figure! in
British Columbia is not indirectly; thongh
it might be incorrect to say chiefly, in-
tgrested at' the present time. The
temptation 't0 sermonize “is strong, but
let the reader philosophize on his own
account, .
N * * =

Russia is préparing to take measures
to .allay. the fever of rebellion in Poland.
Aaias! "Poor Poland! Other countries
have had their days of advérsity and
have passed into the peaceful possession
of -enduring’ tranquility. 'There-.was a
time when turmoit was a nation’s normal
state, peace an exceptional condition. Imn
Russia .alone there has in thig respect
been no progress. And there can be
none, according to the ruling' of her
rulers, because the people are not en-
dowed with the qualities which are guar-
anteeg of ‘efficient self-government. So
Polapd must be caressed into qmescence
sfter the trndmona] Russian method

THE ‘TONQUIN MASSACRE.

To the Rditor:—The letter of my good |
¢riend, the late Mr. Banfield, in 1858, as
to the Tonguin massacre, is not so deci-

was in the service of my firm from 1859
until death in 1863, and he and the
late George:Reid, as a by- occupation,
collected, systematically, under my direc-
tion, information as to Indian matters on
the West Goast, including,.of course, the
massacre and such traditions as the
Clayoquot Indian’s story referred.to in
the above letter. The subject cannot be
discussed in' your columns, but I may
say that in 1860 there were “Tonquin”
traditions in' each of the large sounds,
and Indian romancers who, fifty years |
after the event, supplying a growing de- '
mand for information, narrated sincerely
that they had been blown wup in the
“Tonquin,” just as George the Fourth |
came to believe that he had commanded
the cavalry at Waterloo. The principal
historical evidence as to the massacre is8
that of the sole survivor of the wcrew,:
the Indian interpreter, who Tived near!
Astoria, and had been twe voyages along.
the northwest coast, before his employ-
ment on the Tonguin. ' Fleeing 'back to
Astoria, he was there examined and:
cross-examined by ‘the friends ‘of the!
victims. The minutes of his evillence
were sent to Mr. Astor, and by thim, 1ater:
on, submitted Yo ‘the inspection of "Wash-
ington Irving, who, i His ‘book “‘As-;
toria,” “related the circumstances ‘ms
carefully as the casual discrepancies ‘in’
the statements placed before 'him per-/
mitted.” It would 'pe urhistorical ‘to pre-!
fer to such evidence, Indian stories 're-
lated half a ‘certury wWfter the event. ”Il
add that, ®s a mugistrate, I was satvs-
fied that Mr, "Bunfield ‘was not nitrdéred,’

but lost his ‘balance in the canoe and fell
overboard. . "The ‘“Northwest Trading

ters df-the %nquin The “Pacific Bir

sive as Mr. Smith thinks, Mr. Banfield |

Cémpany," organized in 1810 by Mr.

Astor and others, owned that vessel.

PIONEER MAGISTRATE,
West Coast.

l
A MATTER FOR COMPROMISE. ‘

Toronte Globe. |
In view of the close approach of the sec- |
ond reading of the autonomy bills the fol- |
H. Orr, of this city, a copy of which was
afterwurds sent to Rev. Wm. Tindall, of |
Walkerton, by Sir Wilfrid, wm be of in-
terest:

Dear Bir:—I havé the honor to ackmowl-
edge the receipt of your favor of yester-
day, to which I hasten to reply. I am more
than pleased at your laying your views be-
fore me, and since you are an old friend
and disciple of George Brown 1 can appeal
to you against yourself om this occasion,
for I have the authority of that great name,
of George Brown himself, in support of the
principle of the education clause of the
bill which I have introduced.  Since you
were actively engeged in reporting the de-
bates of Confederation, no one knows bet-
ter than yourself the conditions under which
the union was carried to completion. You
know even better than I do that Confedera-
tion was a-compromise on many gquestions,
and that it was especially-so on education.

You remember the proceedings of the
Quebec conference, and that much appre-
hension was then felt by the English Pro-
testants of Quebec as to the security of
the'r education privileges in the hands of
the majority in that province; you remem-
ber that Holton made a fight for the secur-
ity of the system of separate schools in
Quebec; you also remember that Galt made
a similar fight, and that as a compromise
it was agreed in the Quebec resolutions,
with whieh y't)u are well familiar, that in
the provinces of Ontario’ and Quebeec the
minorities, Protestant and Catholic, would
be granted their regpective separate school
system. - You remember that Galt was not
even satisfied with this, and that in defer-
ence ‘to his own views and the views of
many others the whole section 43 of the
Quebec resolutions was recast, and it be-
came section 93 of the British North Am-
erica Act. By -that section it Is enacted
that:

“93. In and for each province the leg]sla-
ture may exclugively make laws in relation
to education, subject and according to the
following  provisions: ;
 *(1) Nothing in any such law’ shall- pre-
judiclally affect any right or privilege with
respect to denominational schools whieh any
class of persoms have by law in the prov-
{nce ‘at the union.” ; :

Do you think that if the mew provinces
of - Alberta and Saskatchewan hdd been
taken into Confederation In ‘1867 lustéad of
1903 that George Brown would have tréated
them différently than Ontario and Q\iebec?

leges -of clause 93 should apply -in these
provinces sinceé the same condition of
“things exists as in Ontario and Quebec? I
have given many years of my, life to the
object of completing the work of Confedera-
tion. - 1 find ‘there are passions.in 1905 as
theré were .in- 1867, -and- t6.accomplish my
task I must appeal to the raleslaid down in
the ‘set” of Contedemtlpn itself; ‘if 1. fail
in this, my task .will simply:be dmhearten-
ing.

Let.me .go a step further. ’I'he impres-
slon preveils that separate schools such as
thef are: lutended by, the bill will be ecclesi-
astical “schools. ' This fs ‘quité anl error.

stance are practically national schools
Here 18 the law of the Ngrthwest Terri-
tories at the present moment: All the
teachers have to pass an examination and
be certificated by the board of public in-
struction; all the schools have to be ex-
amined - by Iinspectors appointed by the
board of public instruction; all books in use
ln~ the schools have to be approved by the
"board of public. instruction; all secular
matters are under the control of the board
of publie: instruction; all tuition has to be
given in the English language; at 3.30 chil-
dren can be given religious instructjon ac-
cording to rules-made by the trustees of the
schools, but attendance at this is not even
compulsory

Do you find fault with this last ‘clause?
Do you mnot believe that what you call
‘“separate schools”  in. this instance are
really “national schools’’?

The great objection to separate schools is
that it would divide our people, but if.the
same educatlon i8 given in what are cnlled
‘“‘separate, schools,” as in all the %other
schools, I fail to see what objectlon there
is to such a system.
Ject in the same spirit as it was dealt with
by tle leaders of the Llperal party, when I
was a young law student in Montreal, and
Confederation was discussed.

I would be extremely obliged if you were
to. look into this carefully and favor .me
agaln with your -views.

Yours very sincerely, ¢
. WILFRID ;LAUI@IEB.

BUGENE P. MILLLER DEAD.
Popular Young'Man Succumbs to Illness
at His Home Wednesday.

The host of friends of Eugene P. Mil-
ler will be pained to learni of the fatal
termination of the illness which has con-
fined him to his home on ‘Cedar Hill
road for the past five or six months. His
death occurred early on Wednesday. Al-
though he was not born here, being a
native of San Francisco, Mr. Mijller was
nearly as much of a Victorian as if he
bagd first seen the Iight in ‘this eity, for
with his parents he came from California
twenty-ﬁxree years ago. He was edu-
cated in ‘the local public and - High
schools, after which he engaged in print-
ing in his father's establishment ‘on John-
son street. Subsequenﬂvy ‘e became a
member of the composing staff of the
Colonist, acquiring a knowledge of the
linotype machine ‘and ‘developing imto a
skillful operator. After remaining for
some, considerable time in this employ-
ment he went to Vancouver and Nelson,
still following the occupation of a
printer, He marri Miss Pollock, a
resident of Celwr Till district.

Less ‘than twelve months ago Mr. Mil-
ler was stricken with an illness which,
‘though apnam'ufty ‘insignificant -at ‘first,
developed into ‘a dreaded malady, the
progress of which was so rapid that de<
spite the best of medical attention he
continued to ‘sink, the ‘end comimg on
“Wednesday.

Mr. Miller ‘was highly 'popular ‘among
a wide circle 'of ‘friends and acquaint-
ances ‘not only in 'Vlctorla. the 'home of
his ‘early 'boyhood, 'but in those ofher
cities '0f ‘the province with which 'he lat-
‘tetly "became ‘associated. He possessed
in a large measure a happy mmbms.tmn,
“of ‘qualities which <most favorably im-
pressed those with ;whom he caime in con~
“bagt, dod | ‘ta ﬁmse t‘he news ‘of his un-

Compems"' 8 neWrdme to me ' own:yy:timely ‘dedth will bring:poignant sorrow::

IHe waes ftwenfy:nine ‘years "of rdige;

lowing letter ffom the Premier to Mr. W. |

Does it not ‘stand to reason that the privi-

What you' call sgparate schools in- this' n-

I approached this sub- |-

‘THE TONQUIN TRAGEDY
AND WHERE IT OCCURRED

‘Written for the Times by C. McK. S.

The capture of the Northwest Trading
Company’s ship Tonquin on the West Coast
of Vancouver Island in 1811 and the mas-
sacre of the crew by the Indians has been
recofded at various timies since that ter-
rible evént occurred.

But In all the statements pladced before
the public no harbor was named by the
writers in which the ship wad at that time.
i Nearly all the harbors from San Juan, near
the entrance to Fuca Straits, and along the
West Coast of Vancouver Island as far as
Nahwittl, have been named as the port in
which the Tonquin lay when the sad event
took place. It is very evident that none
of the writers knew the exact place, or
they would doubtless have named it. Only
one man escaped to tell the story of the
ship’s capture by the Indians, and he, be-
ing a stranger to that coast, could not name
the harbor in which it happened.

I shall now place before the reader some
facts in relation to the capture of the ship,
the name of the harbor she was in, and
remove the blame of causing the trouble
with the Indlans which led to the mas-
sacre of the crew from the shoulders of
©@aptain Thorn, and place it on McKay's,
who Is the proper person to bear it.

In the year 1854, an Englishman named
Banfield, who had been a carpenter on

torla, and shortly after his arrival com-
menced trading with the Indians on the
West Coasf of Vancouver Isiand. Finding !
the business of trading in olls and furs pro-
fitable, he made a permanent trading post
at Clayoquot, where he built up a good
business.

Very soon after he had established his
trading post he decided to learn the lan-
guage of the Indians with whom he was
trading, which. he speedily acquired, ' and |
found. it to be of much greater’ advantage .
commercially, than  the Chlnook Jargon:
After having -aéquired their langaage 80
that he could converse with: themy m;lt' ¢ as
easy a8’ In his own native tonxue, he haq
many conversations with them -on  various |
subjects, particularly fishing, hunting,: ‘thelx
wars. with neighboring. tribes, and. other:
matters. On one occaslon'he embraced the
opportunity as enggested to him by a friend
-in. Victoria te inquire of the chief, whose
name wag Tackwigep, a son of Wickeanam-
ish, and who was one of the principal act- |
ors. in ‘the” Tonguln: tragedy, the name of
the harbor the ehip was in at the fime of
the sad event; what caused the Indians to
act in:such a ferocious manner towards the
crew;-and some particulars in regard to the !
destruction’ of the ship,.the number of In-
dians killed when she was blown up, ete.

The story as told by the chief to Banfleld
he related In a letter to his friend in Vie-
toria ‘in August, 1838 It commenced by
stating that Clayoguot Sound lies about
twenty-five ‘miles.in ‘a northwest direction
from Ucluelet. | The princlpal emtrance to
this Bound faces to the south, and is formed
by the headllnds of Tinamah“and the: 1sl-
and ‘of Echachét. Running in & northeast-
erly direction ' about thiee ‘miles from»
Echachet are the harbors.of Chich‘cha-tits

the -melancholy massacre of the crew of!the
-iiifate@ Tonquin occurred.

The Indian chief's story runs thus: That
McKay, the chief trader, and not Captain
Thorn, . a8 has ‘been ‘stated, was buying
some otter skins from an old Indian named

Wookamis, that the price of them was fix-
ed, and the Indian was paid for them, byt
that Wookamis wanted something given to
him over and above what ae had already
recelved, which they always look for. Me.
Kay would not accede to his r request, but
Wookamis still persisted in ui. Jy-ug him
for a potlatch, or gift, for sowme time, when
at last McKay lost his temper aud roug
pushed him away. The decks of the

quin at (this time were crowded with Ip-
dians, and a stalwart chief named Maniwa,
a friend of Wookamis, seeing him roughly
pushed away by McKay at once ralsed the
war-whoop, and at the same time pinioned
McKay's arms in his iron grasp. Other
Indians rushed on the captain and officers,
who were, strange to say, unarmed, and
were very soon slaughtered by them. The
sailors were all huddled together ln the
fore part of the ship looking on at the cap-
tain and officers being butchered by the
Indians, and seemed to be so completel y
paralyzed that they neither offered to as-
sist their officers or resist the savages when
they were attacked by them, and in a few

board of a British warship, came to Vlc-i

Aand Opetsat; the former of these is where

minutes the whole of the crew were mur-
dered except two, who escaped below tho
deck, and search was made ror’ them DLy
the Indians for some time, but it was uun-
| 8uccessful, as the Indians fearedyto pene-
trate the dark and remote places in the
| ship below the deck, and soon gave up the
j search for them. The whole of the tribe
| at this time, which numbered several hun-
’dreds. were all assembled elther on board
jor alongside In their canoes, taking ang
{ receiving the plunder as it was passed to
| them from the ship, when suddenly a fear-
j tul .explosion took place and the upper por-
{ tlon of the ship blew off with a terrible
' cragsh. The Indians on deck and alongside
the ‘ship -were scattered like straws In a
| 'whirlwind In. all directions, while mangled
3 2nd mutilated -bodles covered the face of
- 'the' waters. The Indians were all more or
»/1ess- injured, but pha gréatest -nuntber kill-
“ed_and ‘wounded were fhose In the canoes
’ alongslde the ship, who were struck by the
: broken fiying fragments, while the Indians
| on -deck .escaped wh:n comparatively few
l killed #nd wounded, -

Immedlately after the explosion the Ton-
"quln ‘sank, rrying down. with her the
‘ hodfes of her officers :and erew, numbering

abott twenty-five 1a all, which are now en-
tombed in the bottom of the harbor where
the terrible tragedy took place.
i The names of McKay and Lewis are fre-
'quently mentioned among the Indians to
this day, McKay being a great favorite of
| theirs before the awful massacre occurred,
‘ W. E. Banfleld, who haa veen living
! amongst the Indians as a trader, Indian
{‘agent and pllot for about ten years, was
i treated quite as treacherously as the crew
of the Tonquin. According to the reports
which reached Victoria in August, 1863, he
was thrown overboard from a canoe in
Barkley Sound by Indians while out looking
for a ship which he intended to pilot to the
sawmills, and was drowned, because he re-
fused to make- a potlatch, or gift, to a
s-thread a man’s life hangs on when amongst
vwuch bloodthirsty savages. He left behind
him only the name of Banfield Creek, Bark-
ley Sound, the place of his last residence
as trader, Indian agent and pilot, which is
now occupied by the Ocean Telegraph Cable
. Company’s station.
{ frlend of the chief’s, who was about to he
| married, - which shows what a slender

—

and besides a widow and two children he
leaves a father, Munro Miller; mother
_andseveral brot.hers and sxsterrs

[HE CADETS SHAN
FIGHT A SUCCESS

A SPIRITED BATTLE
FOUGHT TUESDAY

/

/

At Beacon Hill—A Gallant Attack and
an Qbstinate Defence—Boys Ac-
quitted Themselves Well.

'3 e

Crowds thronged Beacon Hill on Tues-
day afternoon, the occasion being the
first sham battle held by members. of the
High and Collegiate school cadet corps.
Long before the defending force, under
command of Capt. Cobbett and Lieut.
Macrae, took up a position on the brow
of the hill a'large number of expectant
spectators had posted themselves at
points of vantage. Shortly after the ar-
rival of Capt. Cobbett and his gallant
battalion, Master Gunner Muleahy, in-
structor of the High school corps, ap-
peared on the sceue in order to exercise
a general supervision over the operations,
and, incidentally, to criticise the tactics
of the opposing forces.

Although the officers in command of
the defence had only twenty-five armed
cadets at their disposal, they posted
them to such advantage that it appeared
well-mght impossible for the stronghold
‘to fall without heavy loss to the attack-
ers. Stretched behind furze bushes or
under cover of immense rocks, in such a
manner as to command all * approaches
from. the north, south and east, the de-
fending twenty-five: anxiously awaited
the onslaught, -A corp of scouts, under
command of - Corpl. Crozier, had been
placed in advance at advantageous posi-
tions.

Shortly after 4 o’clock the latter sight-
ed the enemy and hurriedly retarned
to headquarters with the " information
that the attack was developing from the
direction of the bear pit, and, aiso, that
the attackers were evidently in force.
Lieut. -Macrae quickly concentrated his
company at the ‘threatened spot. This
movement was executed just in time, the
first volley being discharged by the
stormers 1mmediately after. In reply the
defenders fired 4 ‘defiant 'volley and a
Tierce fusilade ensued.

‘But Lieut, Burgess, commanding the .
‘hostile force,.didn’t intend to push the
atttack from this quarter. His firing see--

tion only advanced a certain distance,
holding the attentiod of those defending
while' \another; company came up on the
right flank. The latter fell upon the un-
suspecting defence like ar avalanche,
driving them from their positions. They
made a stand first at the flag staff, but
were forced to fall back in good order,
like Kouropatkin, upon the park, where
Capt. Cobbett and Lieut. Macrae re-
formed their forces and prepared to
withstand any further advance. It was
at this stage that one of the cadets, on
the defence, displayed such exceptional
bravery as to merit the V. C. This was
Pte. Paul, who, disregarding thé pre-
cipitate retreat of his comrades, under-
took = to hold the hill alone. Gallantly
maintaining his position until the near
approach of the enemy made further at-
tempts useless, he retired, directly across
the zone of fire, taking a place among
the - vanguard ot Capt. Cobbett’s com-
mand.

Scattering  his troops, Lieut. Burgess
advanced on the new position, guerilla
style. After some musketry fire he or-
dered a charge and drove the defenders
through' the park at the point of the
bayonet. There was now no doubt
about the result, Capt. Cobbett and
Lieut. Macrae were hopelessly defeated,
their forces retiring in disorder and tak-
ing refuge on the opposite side of the
lake bridge, which they blew up to pre-
vent pursuit.

“Cease fire” then sounded, and the op-
posing troopers joined forees and march-
ed Amicably to the drill hall, where re-
fréshments were served and apparently
much appreciated.

The first cadet sham battle was voted
2 huge success.. Everything was carried
out as pre-arranged, and both officers and
men displayed a good knowledge of
miliitary strategy.

—The funeral of Mrs. Bateman took
place - Tuesday from the parlors of
W. J. Hanna. Rev. G. K. B. Adams
conducted the service and the following
acted as pallbearers: F. Shopland, R. J.
Neary, Geo. Jenkins, J. Lloyd, E. C.
Knight and J. Cummins., A Jarge num-
ber attended and many beautiful floral
embléms were presented.

it gt N p—

~—MTr. and Mrs. Patterson, of the Dal-
las: hotel, 'have presented a cage contain-
ing a'young wildcat to Beacon Hill park.
The cat was captured in Atlin and is a
splendid specimen of this species of ani-
mal. Alderman James A. Douglas,
chairman. of the pdark committee, feels
very grateful for the gift, for it make.s
a most interesting addition to the ani-
mals there on exhibition. The young
moose recently placed in the deer enclo-
sure is growing rapidly and is proving
a big attraction. ¥t is hoped that some
public-spirited person will donate a Iew
more of these animals to the park beiore
long.

B. G, Russell is in the city again, and
will spend several days here, a guest at
the Driard. Mr. Russell accompanied the

Grand Trunk’ Pacific party to Edmonton
and then returned to the Coast.
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